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O'S T fciences, in proportion as they encreafe and improve, invent Chap. XI. 
methods by which they facjitate their reafonings ; and employing ge- sent 
neral theorems, are enabled to comprehend in a few propofitions an in- 

finite number of inferences and conclufions.  Hiftory alfo, being a colleétion of 

facts, which are multiplying without end, is obliged to adopt fuch arts of abridge- 

ment, to retain the more material events, and to drop all the minute circum- 
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2 WMISTORY or ENGLAND. 


Chap. XI. ftances, which are only interefting during the time, of to the perfons engaged’ 
1216. +) the tranfations. This truth is no where more evident than with regard to the 
reign, upon which we are going to enter. What mortal could have the patience 
to write or read a long detail of fuch frivolous events as thofe with which it is 
filled, or attend toa tedious narrative which would follow, thro’ a feries of fifty: 
fix years, the caprices and weaknefles of fo mean a prince as Henry? The 
chief reafon, why proteftant writers have been fo anxious to fpread out the inci- 
dents of this reign, isin order to expofe the rapacity, ambition, and artifices of 
the court of Rome, and to prove, that the great dignitaries of the catholic church, , 
while they pretended to have nothing in view but the falvation of fouls, had bent: 
all their attention to the acquifition of riches, and were reftrained by no fenfe: 
of juftice or honour, in the purfuit of that great object *. But this conclufion 
would readily be allowed them, tho’ it were not illuftrated by fuch a detail of 
uninterefting incidents; and follows indeed, by an evident. neceffity, from the ve- 
ry fituation, in which that church was placed with regard to the reft of Europe. 
For befides that all ecclefiaftical power, as it can always cover its operations un- 
der a cloak of fanctity, and attacks men on the fide where they dare not employ 
their reafon, lies lefs under controul than civil Government; ~befides this general’ 
caufe, I fay, the Pope and his courtiers were foreigners to moft of the churches 
which they governed ; they could not poffibly have any other object but to pil- 
lage the provinces for prefent eain; and as they lived at a diftance, they would 
be little awed by fhame or remorfe, in practifing every lucrative expedient, which 
was fogeefted to them. England being one of the moft remote provinces, at- 
tached to the Romith hierarchy, as well as one of the richeft, and the meft prone: 
to fuperftition, felt feverely during this reign, while its patience was not yet fully 
exhaufted, the influence of thefe caufes;.and we fhall often have occafion to. 
touch curforily upon fuch incidents, But we fhall not attempt to comprehend 
every tranfaction tranfmitted to us; and till the end of the reign, when the e- 
vents become more memorable, we fhall not always obferve an exact chronolo- 
sical order in our narration. a 
Settlement of 


: Tur earl of Pembroke, who, at the time of John’s death, was marifchal of 

the govern- ; : We 

aa England, was by his office at the head of the armies, and confequently, during 
a ftate of civil wars and convulfions, at the head of the ftate; and it happened 
fortunately for the young monarch, and for the nation, that the power could not 
have been intrufted into more able and more faithful hands. This nobleman, 
who had maintained his loyalty unfhaken to John during the“loweft fortune of 
shat monarch, determined to fupport the authority of the infant prince; and he 
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was not difmayed with the number and violente of his enemies. Senfible, that 
Henry, according to the prejudices of the times, would not be deemed fove- 
reign, till crown’d and anointed by a churchman; he immediately carried the 
young prince to Glocefter where the ceremony of coronation was performed, in 
the prefence of Gualo, the legate, and a very few noblemen, by the bifhops of 
Winchefter and Bath*. As the concurrence of the papal authority was requifite 
to fupport the tottering throne, Henry was obliged to {wear fealty to the Popes 
and renew that homage, to which his father had already fubjected the kingdom + : 
And in order to enlarge the authority of Pembroke, and give hima more regu- 
lar and legal title to it,.a general council of the barons was foon after fummoned 
at Briftol, where that nobleman was chofen protector of the kingdom. 


Premsroke, that he might reconcile all men to the government: of his pupil, 
made him grant: anew a. charter of liberties, which, tho’ moftly copied from the 
former conceffions, extorted from John, contains fome alterations, which may be 
deemed remarkable. The full privilege of elections in the clergy, granted by 
John the former Kings was not-confirm’d, nor the liberty of going out of the 
kingdom, without the royal confent: Whence we may conjecture, that Pem- 
broke and the barons, jealous of the ecclefiaftical power, were defirous of renew- 
ing the King’s claim to iffue a congé d’elire to the monks and chapters, and 
thought it requifite to put fome check on the frequent appeals to Rome. But 
what may “Maly furprize us; the obligation, to which John had fubjected him- 
felf, of obtaining the confent of the great council before he levied any aids or 
fcutages from the nation, was omitted; and this article was even declared hard 
and fevere, and was exprefsly left to future deliberation. But we muft confider, 
that, tho’ this limitation may perhaps appear to us the moft momentous in the 
whole charter of John, it was not regarded.in that light by the antient barons, 
who were more jealous of particular acts of violence in the crown than of fuch 
general impofitions, which, unlefs they were evidently reafonable and neceflary, 
could fcarce, without a general confent, be levied upon mien, who had arms in 
their hands, and who could repel any act of oppreffion, by which they were all 
immediately affected. We accordingly find, that Henry, in the courfe of his 
reign, while he gave frequent occafions for complaint, with.regard to the viola-~ 
tions of the great charter, never once attempted, by his mere will, to levy any 
aids or fcutages 5 though he was often reduc’d to great neceffities, and was re- 
fufed fupplics by his people. So much eafier was it for him to tranfgrefs the 


* M. Paris. p. 200. Hift, Croyf, Cont. p. 474. W. Heming. p. 562. ‘Trevet p. 168. 
it M. Paris. p. 200. Tt Rymer. Vol, 1, p. 215, 
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4 HISTORY o ENGLAND. 


Chap. XI. law, when individuals alone were affected, than even to exert his acknowledged’ 
<i prerogatives, where the intereft of the wliole body was concerned. 

This charter was again confirmed by the King in the enfuing year, with tle 
addition of fome articles to prevent the oppreffions of fheriffs : And alfo wih 
an additional charter of forefts, a circumftance of great moment in. thofe age, 
when hunting was. fo much the occupation of the nobility, and when the Kirg 
comprehended {fo confiderable a part of the kingdom within his forefts,. which 2e 
eovern’d by peculiar and arbitrary laws. — All the forefts, which had been enclcd- 
ed fince the reign of Henry the fecond, were defaforefted; and new perambuh- 
tions were appointed for that purpofe : Offences. in the forefts were declared to 
be no longer capital; but punifhable by fines, imprifonments, and. more genie 
penalties: And all the proprietors of land recovered the power of cutting and. 
ufing their own wood at their pleafure, 

Tus, thefe famous charters were brought very: nearly to. the frape,.in which : 
they have ever fince ftood; and-they were, during many generations, the darling; 
ofthe whole Englifh nation, and efteemed the moft facred rampart to national 
liberty and independance. As they fecured the rights.ofjall.orders of men, tley 
were regarded with a jealous eye by all, and became the bafis, in a. manner, of 
the Englith monarchy,. and a kind of original contract, which. both limited - the 
authority. of the King, and enfured the conditional allegiance of his fubjeds, 
Tho’ often violated, they were ftill claimed and recalled by the nobility and peope;, 
and as mo precedents were fuppofed valid, that infringed them, they rather ic- 
quired, than loft authority, from the frequent attempts, made againft them in. 
feveral ages, by regal and arbitrary power. 

Wuitrt. Pembroke, by renewing and confirming the great charter, gave fo: 
much fatisfaction and fecurity to the nation in general, he alfo applied himelf. 
fuccefsfully to individuals; and wrote letters, in the King’s name, to all :he. 
malecontent barons; in which he reprefented to them, that whatever jealoufy nd 
animofity they might have entertained againft the late King, a young prince, :he 
lineal heir of their antient monarchs, had now fucceeded to. the throne, without 
facceeding either to the refentments or principles. of his predeceffor: That she - 
defperate expedient, which they had employed, of calling in a foreign potentite, . 
had, happily for them as-well as for the nation, failed of entire fuecels, and ir 
was ftill in their power, by a quick return to their duty, to reftore the indepzn- 
dance of the kingdom, and°to fecure that: liberty, for which they fo. zealoufly 
contended :. That as all paft offences of the barons were now buried in oblivin. 
they ought, on their part, to forget their complaints again{t their late fovereizn, 
who, if he had. been any wife blameable in his conduét, had left to his fon the 

| faluary 
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filutary warning, to avoid the paths, which had led to fuch fatal extremities : 
And that having now obtained a charter for their liberties, it was their intereft 
ty) fhow, by their conduct, that that acquifition was not incompatible with their 
dlegiance, and that the rights of King and people, fo far from being hoftile and 
cppofite, might mutually fupport and fuftain each other *. 

Turse confiderations, enforced by the character of conftancy and fidelity, which 
Pembroke had ever maintained, had a mighty influence on the barons; and moft 
cf them began fécretly to negotiate with him, and many of them openly return- 
el'to their duty. The diffidence, which Lewis difcovered of their fidelity, for- 
varded this general propenfion towards the King; and when the French prince 


refufed the government of the caftle of Hertford to Robert Fitz-Walter, who- 


lad been fo active acainft the late King, and who claimed that fortrefs as his 
ight and property, they all plainly faw, that the Englith were excluded from 
every truft, and that foreigners had engroffed all the confidence and affection of 
their new fovereign+. The excommunication too, denounced by the legate, 
ipainit all Lewis’s adherents) failed not, in the turn which mens difpofitions 
Yad taken, to operate a mighty effect upon them ; and they were eafily perfuad- 
d_ to confider a caufe as impious and profane, for which they had already en- 
ertained an unfurmountable averfion {. Tho’ Lewis made a journey to France, 
ind brought over frefh fuccours from that kingdom §, he found, on his return, 
‘hat his party was ftill more weakened by the defertion of his Englith confede- 
‘ates, and that the death of John, had, contrary to his expectation, givén an in- 
surable blow to his caufe. The earls of Salifbury, Arundel, and Warrenne, to- 
gether with: William Marefhal, eldeft fon of the protector, had embraced Hen- 
ry’s party ; and every Englifh nobleman was plainly watching an opportunity of 
returning to his:allegiance. Pembroke was fo much ftrenethened by thefe acceffions, 
that he ventured to inveft Mount-forel ; tho’, upon the approach of the count 
de Perche with-the French army, he defifted from his enterprize, and raifed the 
fiege ||. The count de Perche, elated with this fuccefs, marched to» Lincoln ; 


and being admitted into the town, he began to attack the caftle, which he foon: 


reduced to extremity. The protector fummoned all his forces from every quarter 
1 aArdar F ¥ 7 te . ™ 

inorder to relieve a place of fuch importance; and he appeared fo much faperi- 
orto the French, that they fhut themfelves up within the city, and refolved to 
take: fhelter behind the walls{. But the garrifon of the caftle, having re- 


> =? = _ Rean< ra ATQ> , ] aad m 
Rymer. vol. 1. p. 215. Brady’s App: N° 143. +. M. Parts, p. 200, 202. t M. Paris. 
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p. 200. M. Wei. p. 277. § Chron. Dunft. vol..1. p: 79, M. Welt» p.277. | M. Paris, 
ps 203. 4+ Chron, Dunft, vol, 1, p. 81. 
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Chap. Xm, ceived a ftrong reinforcement, 
the Englifh army, by concert, : 
mounted the walls by fcalade, and bearing down all refiftance, 


ENGLAND. 


made a vigorous fally upon the befiegers; while 
affaulted them in the fame inftant from without, 


entered the city 


{word in hand. Lincoln was delivered over to be pillaged; the F rench army 
was totally routed; the count de Perche, with only two perfons more, was kil- 
led, but many of the chief commanders and about 400 knights were made pri- 
So little blood was fhed in this important action, which 


foners by the Englith f. 


decided the fate of one of the moft powerful kingdoms of Europe; and fuch 
wretched foldiers were thofe antient barons, who yet were unacquainted with 
every thing but arms. 
Prince Lewis was informed of this fatal event, while employed in the fiege of 
Dover, which was ftill valiantly defended againft him by Hubert de Burgh. He 
immediately retreated towards London, which was the center and life of his par- 
ty ; and he there received intelligence of a new difafter, which put an end to 
all his hopes. A French fleet bringing over a ftrong reinforcement, had appeared 
on the coaft of Kent, when they were attacked by the Englifh under the com- 
mand of Philip d’Albiney, and were routed and repulfed with confiderable lofs. 
D’ Albiney practifed a ftratagem againft them, which is faid to have contribut- 
ed to the victory: Having gained the wind of the French, he came down upon 
them with violence; and throwing in their faces'a great quantity of quick-lime, 
which he purpofely carried on board, he fo blinded them, that they were difa- 
bled from defending themfelves *. 


General paci- 
fication. 


Arter this fecond misfortune of the French, the Englifh barons hafted every 
where to make terms of peace with the protector, and by an early fubmiffion, 
to prevent thofe forfeitures, to which they were expofed on account of their re- 
Lewis, whofe caufe was now totally defperate, began to be anxious for 
the fafety of his perfon, and was glad, on any honourable conditions, to make 
his efeape from a country, where he found, that every thing was now become 
hoftile to him. He concluded a peace with Pembroke, promifed to evacuate 
the kingdom, and only ftipulated in return, an indemnity, to his adherents, and 
a reftitution of their honours and fortunes, together with the free and equal en- 
joyment of thofe liberties, which had been granted to the reft of the nation 7. 
Thus, was happily ended a civil war, which feemed to be founded on the moft 
incurable hatred and jealoufy, and threatened the kingdom with the moft fatal 
confequences, 


bellion. 


+ M. Paris. p. 204, 205. Chron, de Mullr. p. 195. 


W.Heming. p. 563. Trevet. p. 169. M. Weft. p.277. Knyghton. p. 2428. 
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M. Paris. p. 207. 


Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 83. 
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THe precautions, which the King of France ufed in the condué of this whole Chap. XII. 


affair, are remarkable. He pretended, that his fon had accepted of the offer 
from the Englifh barons, without his advice, and contrary to his inclination: 
The armies fent to England were levied in Lewis’s name: When that prince 
came over to France for aid, his father publickly refufed to grant him 
any affiftance, and would not fo much as admit him to his prefence : Even after 
Flenry’s party acquired the afcendant, and Lewis was in danger of falling into 
the hands of his enemies, it was Blanche of Caftile his wife, not the King his 
father, who raifed armies and equipped fleets for his fuccour*. All thefe arti- 
fices. were employed, not to fatisfy the Pope; for he had too much penetration to 
be fo eafily impofed on:. Nor yet to deceive the people; for they were too grofs 
even for that purpofe: They only ferved fora colouring to Philip’s caufe ; 
and in public affairs, men are often better pleafed, that the truth, tho’ known to 


every body, fhould be wrapt up under a decent cover, than if it were expofed in: 


open day-light to the eyes of all the world. 

After the expulfion. of ithe krench, the prudence and equity: of the protector’s 
fubfequent*conduct, contributed to cure entirely thofe wounds, which had been 
miade by inteftine difeord. He received the rebellious barons into favour; ob- 
ferved ftrictly the terms of peace, which he had granted them; reftored them to 
their poflefions; and endeavoured, by an equal behaviour, to bury all paft ani- 
mofities in.perpetual oblivion. The clergy alone, who had adhered to Lewis. 
were fufferers in this revolution. As they had rebelled againit their fovereign, 
the Pope, by difregarding the interdict and excommunication, it was not in Pem- 
broke’s power to make any ftipulations in their favour; and Gualo, the legate, 


prepared to take vengeance on them for their. difobedience+. Many of them. 


were depofed ; many fufpended ; fome banifhed; and all who ef{caped punifh- 
ment, made atonement for their offences, by paying large {ums to the legate, 
who amaffed an immenfe treafure by this expedient. 


1216, 


Tue earl of Pembroke furvived not long the pacification, which had been seers 
chiefly owing to his wifdom and valourt; and he was fucceeded im the sovern- Pros™ 


ment by Peter, bifhop of Winchefter, a Poicteven, and Hubert de Burgh, high 
jufticiary. The councils of the latter were chiefly followed ; and had he poffef: 
fed equal authority in the kingdom with Pembroke, he feemed to be every way 


worthy of filling tie place of that virtuous citizen. But the licentious and pow- Some commo- 
erful barons, who had once broke the reins of fubjection to their prince, and “°"* 


* M. Paris. p. 256, Chron. Dunft vol. 1, p. 82.. + Brady’s App. N°, 144.. Chron. 
Dunk. vol. 1. p. 83, t M., Paris. p, z10,. 
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of their liberties and independance, 


Co 


had obtained by violence an enlargement 
could ill be reftrained by laws under a Minority ; and the people, no lefs than 
the King, fuffered from their outrages and diforders. They retained by force 
the royal caftles, which they had ufurped during the palt convulfions, or which 
heir cuftody by the protector * : They ufurped the de- 
nfefted theit weaker neighbours: 
heir retinue, and to live upon 
xeir robberies and extortions. 


No one was more infamous for thefe violent and illegal practices than the earl 


of Albemarle, who, tho’ he had early eeturned to his duty, and° had been very 


erviceabic in «xpelling the French, augmented to the outmoft of his power the 


eseral licence,” which prevailed ; and committed outrages in ali the counties of 

In order to fupprefs his diforders, Hubert feized an opportunity of 
setting pofiefiion of Rockingham cattle, which Albemarle had garrifoned with 
his licentious retinue: But this nobleman, inftead of fubmitting, entered into @ 
ith Fawkes de Breaute, Peter ce Mauleon, and other barons, 
and both fortified the caftle of Biham tor his defence, and made himfelf mafter 
by furprize of that of Fotheringay. | Pandulf, who was reftored to his legatefhip 
in the place of Gualo, was active in fupprefling this rebellion ; and with the con- 
currence of eleven bifhops, he denounced the fentence of excommunication againft 
ist’: An army was levied: A icutage of ten fhillings 


Albemarle and his adherents 7: 
a knight’s fee was impofed on al) the military tenants : Albemarle’s affociates 


sradually deferted him: And he himfelf was obliged at laft to fubmit to mercy. 
reftored to his whole eftate. 


had been committed tot 
mefnes +: They opprefied their vafials: They 1 
And they invited all diforderly people to enter int 
their lands, and they gave them protection in all tl 


— 


(JQ 


the north. 


fecret confederacy 


He received a pardon, and was 

Tus impolitic lenity, too trequent in thofe times, was probably the refult of 
a combination among the barons, who never could endure to fee the total ruin 
of one of their own order: But it encouraged Fawkes de Breaute, a man whom 
King John had raifed from a low origin, to perfevere in the courfe of violence, 
to which he had owed his fortune, and to fet at nought all law and juftice. 
When thirty five verdiéts were at one time found againft him, on account of 
his violent expulfion of fo many f eeholders from their poffeffions ; he came to 
the court of juftice with an armed force, feized the judge who had pronounced 
the fentences, and imprifoned him in Bedford caftle. He then levied open 
war againft the King; but being fubdued, and taken prifoner, his life was 
granted him ; but his eftate was confifeated, and he was banifhed the kingdom §. 


. * Trivet. p. 174 + Rymer. vol. 1. p. 276. + Chron, Dunit vol. 1. p. 102. 
§ Rymer. vol. 1. p. 298. M. Paris. p. 221, 224. Ann. Waverl. p. 188. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 
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. JUSTICE was executed with greater feverity againft diforders lefs premeditated, Chap. XI 
which broke. out in the city of London. A frivolous emulation in a matchof 1222. 
wreftling, between the Londoners on the one hand, and the inhabitants of Weft- 
minfter and thofe of the neighbouring villages on the other, occafioned this com- 
motion. The former rofe in a body, and pulled down fome houfes belonging to 
the abbot of Weftminfter: But this riot, which, confidering the tumultuous dif- 
pofition familiar to that capital, would have been little regarded, feemed to be- 
come more ferious, by the fymptoms, which then broke out of the former at- 
tachment of the citizens to the French intereft. The populace, in the tumult, 
made ufe of the cry of war commonly employed by the French troops; mount- 
joy, mountjoy, God help us and our lord Lewis. The jufticiary made enquiry into 
the diforder; and finding one Conftantine Fitz Arnulf to have been the ring- 
leader, an infolent man, who juttified his crime in Hubert’s prefence, he pro- 
ceeded againft him by martial law, and ordered him immediately to be hanged, 
without trial or form of procefs. He alfo cut off the feet of fome of Conftan- 
tine’s accomplices *. ) Pee ee ee eRe Soe, 

Tuts aétof power was complained of as an infringement of the great charter : 
: Yet the jufticiary, in a parliament, fummoned at Oxford (for the great councils 
began about this time. to receive that appellation) made no fcruple to grant in the 

King’s name a renewal and confirmation of that charter. When the affembly 
made application to the crown for this favour; as a law in thofe times feemed. to 
lofe its validity, if not frequently renewed; William de Briewere, one of the 
council of Regency, was fo bold as to fay openly, that thefe liberties were extort- 
ed by force, and ought not to be obferved: But he was reprimanded by the arch- 
bithop of Canterbury, and was not countenanced by the King or his chief mini- 
fters +. A new confirmation was demanded and granted two years after ; and an 
aid, amounting to a fifteenth of all moveables, was given by the parliament, in 

.-return for this indulgence ¢.. The King iffued writs anew to the fherifts, com- 
manding the obfervance of the charter ; but he inferted a remarkable claufe in the 
writs, that thofe who payed not the fifteenth, fhould not for the future be enti- 
tled to the benefit of thofe liberties §. 


Tue low ftate, into which the crown'was now fallen, made it requifite for,a good 
minifter to be attentive to. the prefervation of the royal prerogatives, as well as 
to the fecurity of public liberty. Hubert applied to the Pope, who had always 
great authority in the kingdom, and was now confidered as its fuperior lord ; and 
defired him to iffue a bull, declaring the King to be of full age, and entitled to 


* M. Paris. p. 2147, 218, 259. Annal. Waverl. p..187. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 129. Tt M. 
Welt. p. 282. { M. Paris. p. 223. Ann. T’. Wykes. p. 40. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 1st. 
M. Welt. p. 284. Knyghton. p. 2430. § Clauf. 9. H. 3: m. 9; and m, 6, d, 
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exercife in perfon all the acts of royalty *. In confequence of this declaration, 
the jufticiary refigned into Henry's hands the two important fortreffes of the 
Tower and Dover caftle, which had been entrufted to his cuftody ; and required 
the other barons to imitate his example. They refufed comp'iance: The earls 
of Chefter and Albemarle, John Conftable of Chefter, John de Lacy, Brian de 
Ife, and William de Cantel, with fome others, even formed a confpiracy to 
furprize London, and met in arms at Waltham with that intention : But finding the 
King prepared for defence, they defifted from their enterprize. When fummoned 
to court, in order to anfwer for their conduét, they fcrupled not to appear, and to 
confefs their defign: But they told the King, that they had no bad imtentions 
againft his perfon, but only againft Hubert de Burgh, whom they were deter- 
mined to remove from his office-+. They appcared too formidable to be chaf- 
tifed ; and they were fo little difeouraged by the failure of their firft enterprize, 
that they met again in arms at Leicefter, in order to feize the King who then 
refided at Northampton: But Henry, informed of their purpofe, took care to 
be fo well armed and attended, that the barons found it dangerous to make the 
attempt ; and they fat down and kept their Chriftmas in his ncighbourhood f. 
The archbifhop and the prelates, finding every thing tend towards a civil war, 
interpofed with their authority, and threatened the barons with the fentence- 
of excommunication, if they perfifted in detaining the King’s caftles. This 
menace at laft prevailed: Moft of the fortrefles were furrendered ; tho’ the 
barons complained, that Hlubert’s caftles were foon after reftored to him, while 
the King ftill kept theirs in his own cuftody. There are faid to have been 1115; 
caftles at that time in England §. | 
It muft be ackowledged, that the influence of the prelates and the clergy was 
often of very great fervice tthe public. Tho’ the religion of that age can merit | 
no other name than that of fuperftition, it ferved to unite together a. body of men. 
‘who had great fway over the people, and who kept the community from falling. 
ro pieces, from the factions. and independant power of the nobles. And what was. 
of great. confequences it threw a mighty authority into. the hands of men, who. 
by. their profeffion were averfe to.arms and violence; who tempered by their me-. 
diation the general difpofition towards military enterprizes ; and who {till main-. 
tained, even amidft the fhock of arms, thofe fecret links, without which it is: 
impoffible for human fociety to fubfitt. 
Notwitustanpinc thefe inteftine commotions in. England, and the precari+ 
ous authority of the crown, Flenry: was obliged: to carry on war in France, and} 


* M. Paris. p., 220. + Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 137. t M. Paris. p.. 221. Chron, Dunft: .. | 
yol, 1, p, 13% § Coke’s Comment..on Mag. Charta. chap. 17. | 
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he employed to that purpofe the fifteenth which had been granted him by pag- 
liament. Lewis the eighth, who had fucceeded to his father, Philip, inftead of 
attending to Henry’s claim, who demanded the reftitution of Normandy and the 
other provinces, wrefted from England, made an irruption into Poictou, took 
Rochelle * after a long fiege, and feemed determined to expell the Englith from 
the few provinces, which yet remained to them. Henry fent over his uncle, the 
earl'of Salifbury ; together with his brother prince Richard, to whoth he had 
granted the earldom of Cornwal, which had efcheated to the crown. Salifbury 
ftopt the progrefs of Lewis’s arms, and retained the Poictevin and Gafcon vafials 
in their allegiance: But no military action of any moment was performed on eithee 
fide. The earl of Cornwal, after two years ftay in Guienne, returned to England. 


Tuis prince was no'wife turbulent or factious in his difpofition: His ruling paf- 
fion was to amafs money, in which he fucceeded fo well as to become the richeft 
prince in Chriftendom : Yet his attention to gain fometimes threw him into acts 
of violence, and. gave difturbance to the government... There was a manor, 
which: formerly had belonged to the earldom of Cornwal, but had been given 
away to’ Waleran de Ties, before Richard had been invelted with that dignity, 
and while the earldom remained in the hands of the crown. Richard claimed 
this manor, and» expelled the proprietor by force: Waleran complained: The 
King ordered his brother to do juftice to the man, and reftore him to his rights : 
The earl faid, that he would not fubmit to thefe orders, till the caufe was decided 
againft him by the judgment of his peers: Henry replied, that it was firft re- 
quifite to re-inftate Waleran in poffeffion, before the caufe could be tried; and 
he. re-iterated his orders to the earl}. We may judge of the flate of the go- 
vernment, when this affair was like to produce a civil war. ‘Fhe earl of Corn- 
wal, finding Henry peremptory in his demands, affociated himfelf with the 
young earl of Pembroke, who had married his fifter, and who was difcontented 
On account of the King’s requiring him to deliver up fome royal caftles which 
were in his cuftody. ‘Thefe two noblemen took into their confederacy the earls 
of Chefter, Warenne, Glocefter, Hereford, Warwic, and Ferrars, who were all 
difgufted on a like account $. The malecontents affembled an army, which the 
King had not the power or courage to refift; and he was obliged to give his 
brother fatisfaction, by grants of much greater importance than the manor, 
which had been the firft ground of the quarrel §, 

Tue character of the King,, as he grew to man’s eftate, became every day 
better known, and was found in every circumftance totally unqualified for main~ 

* Rymer. vol. yr. p. 269 Trivet. p. 179, + M, Paris. p, 233. t M, Paris. p. 233- 
4M. Paris, p, 233. 
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12 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
taining a proper fway among thofe turbulent barons, whom the feudal conftitu- 
tion fubjected to his authority. Gentle, humane, and merciful even to a fault, 
he feems to have been fteady in no other circumftance of his character; but to 
have received every impreffion from 'thofe who furrounded him, and whom he 
loved; for the time, with the moft imprudent and moft unreferved affection. 
Without activity or vigour, he was unfit to conduct war ; without policy or art, 
he was ill fitted to maintain peace: His refentments, tho’ hafty and violent, were 
not dreaded, while he was found to drop them with fuch facility ; his friendfhips 
were little valued, becaufe they were neither derived from choice, nor maintain- 
ed with conftancy. A proper pageant of ftate in a regular monarchy, where his 
minifters could’ have:conduéted all affairs in his name and by his authority ; but 
too feeble in thofe diforderly times to fway a fcepter, whofe weight depended en- 
tirely on the firmnefs and dexterity of the hand, which held it. 

The ableft and mot virtuous minifter, whom Henry ever poffefied, was Hu- 
bert de Burgh *; a man who had been fteady to the crown in the moft difficult '% 
and dangerous times, and who yet fhewed no difpofition, in the height of his 
power, to enflave or opprefs the people. The only éxceptionable part of his con- 
duét is that which is mentioned by Matthew Paris T, if the faé& is really true; 
and proceeded from Hubert’s advice, the recalling publickly and annulling the 
charter of forefts, a conceffion fo reafonable in itfelf, and fo paffionately claimed 
both by the nobility and people: But ic muft be confeffed, that this meafure is 


fo unlikely, both from the circumftances of the times and character of the mi- : 
nifter, that there is great reafon to doubt of its reality, efpecially as it is men- 
tioned by no other hiftorian; Hubert, while he enjoyed his authority, had : 


an entire afcendant over Henry, and was loaded with honours and favours be- 
yond any other fubjeét. Befides acquiring the property of many caftles and ma- 
nors, he married the eldeft fifter of the King of Scots, was created earl of Kent, 
and by an unufual conceffion, was made chief jufticiary of England for life: Yet 
Henry, ina fudden caprice, threw off this faithful minifter, and expofed him 
to the violent perfecutions of his enemies. Among other frivolous crimes ob- 
je€ted to him, he was accufed of gaining the King’s affections by enchantment, 
and of purloining from the royal treafury a gem, which had the virtue to ren- 
der the wearer invulnerable, and of fending this valuable curiofity to the prince 
of Walest. The nobility, who hated Hubert on account of his zeal in refum- 
ing the rights and poffeffions of the crown, no fooner faw the opening, than they 
inflamed the King’s animofity againft him, and pufhed him to feek the total 
+ P. 232. M. Wsit. p. 216, afcribes this council to Peter Bi- 


* Ypod. Neuftria. p. 464 
t M. Paris. p. 259. 
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euin of his minifter: Hubert took fanétuary in a church: The King ordered 
him to be dragged from thence: He recalled thofe orders: He afterwards re- 
newed them : He was obliged by the clergy to reftore him to the fanctuary: He 
conftrained him foon after to furrender himfelf prifoner, and he confined him to 
the cattle of the Devifes. Hubert made his efcape, was expelled the kingdom, was 
again received into favour, recovered a great fhare of the King’s confidence, but 
never fhowed any inclination of re-inftating himfelf in his power and authority *. 
Tut man, who fucceeded him in the government of the King and kingdom, 
was Peter des Roches, bifhop of Winchefter, a Poictevin by birth, who had been 
raifed by the late King, and who was no lefs diftinguifhed by his arbitrary prin- 
ciples and violent conduct, than by his courage and abilities. This prelate had 
been left by King John jufticiary and regent of the kingdom during an expe- 
dition which that prince made into France ; and his illegal adminiftration was 
one chief caufe of that great combination among the barons, which finally ex- 
torted from the crown the charter of liberties, and laid the foundation of the En- 
glifh conftitution.. Henry, tho’ incapable, from his character, of purfuing the 


Chap. XII, 


12731. 
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Winchetter 
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fame violent maxims, which had soverned his father, had imbibed the fame arbi- 


trary principles ; and in profecution of Peter’s advice, he invited over a great num- 
ber of Poiétevins and other foreigners, who, he believed, could more fafely be truft- 
ed than the Englifh, and who feemed requifite to counterbalance the great and in- 
dependant power of the nobility +. Every office and command was beftowed 
on thefe ftrangers; their rapacity exhaufted the revenues of the crown, already 
too much impoverifhed { ; they invaded the rights of the people ; and their in- 
folence, ftill more provoking than their power, drew on them the hatred and en- 
vy of all orders of men in the kingdom §. — 

Tue barons formed a combination againft this odious miniftry, and withdrew 
from their attendance in parliament; on pretence of the danger, to which they 
were expofed from the machinations of the Poiétevins. When again fummoned to 
attend, they gave for anfwer, that the King fhould difmifs his foreigners from 
court ; Otherwife they would drive both him and them out of the kingdom, and 
put the crown on another head, more worthy of wearing it ||: Such was the ftyle, 
which they ufed to their fovereign! They at laft came to parliament, but fo weil 
attended with armed followers, that they feemed in a condition to prefcribe laws 
to the King and miniftry. Peter des Roches, however, had in the interval 
found means of fowing diffenfion among the barons, and of bringing over to his 


* M. Paris. p. 259, 260, 261, 266, Chron. T. Wykes. p. 41, 42. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p- 220, 
221. M. Weft. p. 2g1, 301. + M. Paris. p. 263. + Chron, Dunft, vol. 1.p. 151. 
§ M, Paris. p. 258. | M, Paris. p. 265, i 
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Chap. XH. party the earl of Cornwal, as well as the earls of Lincoln and Chefter. The con- 
1233. -federates were difconcerted in their meafures: Richard, earl Marifchal, who had 


fucceeded to that dignity on the death of his brother, William, was chaced into 
Wales; he thence withdrew into Ireland ; where he was treacheroufly murdered 
by the contrivance of the bifhop of Winchefter*. The eftates of the more ob- 
noxious barons were confifcated, without legal fentence or trial by their peers +; 
and were beftowed with a profufe liberality on the Poictevins. Peter even car- 
ried his infolence fo far as to fay publickly, chat the barons of England muft not 
pretend to put themfelves on the fame footing with thofe of France, or affume 
the fame liberties and privileges: The monarch had a more abfolute power 1n 
the one country than in the other. It would have been more juftifiable for him 
to fay, that men, fo unwilling to fubmit to the authority of law, could with 
the worfe grace claim any fhelter or protection from it. 

Wuen the King, at any time, was checked in his illegal practices, and the 
authority of the great charter was objected to him, he was wont to reply; ‘© Why 
thould I obferve a charter, which is negleéted by all my grandees, both prelates 
and nobility #” It was very reafonably replied. <«* You ought, fir, to fet them 
the example.” [ . 

So violent a miniftry. as that of the bifhop of Winchefter, could not be of long 
duration; but its fall proceeded at laft from the influence of the church, not from 
the efforts of the nobles. Edmond, the prefent primate, came to court, attend- 
ed by many cf the other prelates; and reprefented to the King the pernicious 
meafures embraced by Peter des Roches, the difcontents of his people, the ruin 
of his affairs ; and after requiring the difmiffion of the minifter, and his affoci- 
ates, threatened him with the fentence of excommunication, in cafe of his refu- 
fal, Henry, who knew that an excommunication, fo agreeable to the fenfe of 
the people, could not fail of operating the moft dangerous effects, was obliged 
to fubmit: Foreigners were banifhed: The natives were re{tored to their 
place in council§: The primate, who was a man of prudence, and who took care 
to execute the laws and obferve the charter of liberties, bore the chief fway in the ; 
government. 

5 pe. es But the Englifh in vain flattered themfelves that they would be long free from 
$ ¥Y- the dominion of foreigners. The King, having married Eleanor, daughter to the 
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ality to fo- 


reigners,.  tY> whom he careffed with the fondeft affection, and enriched by an imprudent 


bl Chron. Dunit. vol. I. P- 219 + M. Paris. p. 265, Tt M. Paris. Pp. 609, $. M, Paris. 
QP: 271 272 Rymer, vol. 1. p. 448. M. Paris. p, 286, | 
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generofity*, The bifhop of Valence, a prelate of the houfe of Savoy, and ma- 
ternal uncle to the queen, was his chief minifter, and employed every art to 
amafs wealth for himfelf and his relations. Peter de Savoy, another brother of 
the fame family, was invefted in the honour of Richmond, and received the rich 
wardthip of earl Warrenne: Boniface de Savoy was promoted to the fee 
of Canterbury : Many young ladies were invited over from Provence, and mar- 
ried to the chief noblemen of England, who were the King’s wards {: And as the: 
fource of Henry’s bounty began to fail, his Savoyard miniftry applied to Rome, 
and obtained a bull; permitting him to refume all paft grants; abfolving him 
from the oath, which he had. taken to maintain them; even enjoining him to 


make fuch a refumption, and reprefenting thefe grants as invalid, on account of 


the prejudice which enfued from them to. the Roman pontiff, in whom the fupe- 
riority of the kingdom was veftedf. The oppofition, made to the intended re- 
fumption, prevented it from taking effect; but the nation faw the indigni- 
ties, to whicw the King was willing to fubmit, in order to gratify the avarice of 
his foreign favourites. About the fame time, he publifhed in England the fen- 
tence of excommunication, denounced again{ft the emperor Frederic, his brother 
in law § ; and faid in excufe, that, being the Pope’s vaffal, he was obliged by his: 
allegiance to obey all the commands of his holinefs. In this weak reign, when 
any neighbour infulted the King’s dominions, inftead of taking revenge for the 
injury, he complained to-the Pope as his fuperior lord, and begged him to give 
protection. to: his vafial |\, 

Tue refentment of the Englith barons rofe high at the preference given to fo- 
reigners; but no remonftrances and complaints could ever prevail on the King 
to abandon them, or even to moderate his attachment towards them. After the 
Provencals and Savoyards might have been fuppofed pretty well. fatiated: with the 
dignities and riches, which they had acquired, a new fet of hungry foreigners were 
invited over, and fhared among them thofe favours, which the King ought in 
policy, to have conferred on the Enelifh nobility, by whom his government 
could have been fupported and defended. His mother, Iabella, who. had been, 
unjuftly taken by the late King from the count de la Marche, to whom fhe was 
betrothed, was no fooner miftrefs of herfelf by the death of her hufband, than 
fhe married that nobleman |.; and fhe had born him four fons, Guy, William, 
Geoffrey, and Aymer, whom fhe fent over into England to pay a vifit to their 
Brother. The good-natured and affectionate difpofition of Henry was moved at. 


* M. Paris. p. 236, 301, 305, 316, 541. M. Welt, p. 302, 304- + M. Pasis. p. 484. M. 
Weft. p. 338. tM. Paris. p. 295, 301. § Rymer, vol. t p. 383. jj) Chron: 
Dunf, vol, 1. p. 150. 4. Trevet. p. 174: 
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the fight of fuch near relations; and he confidered neither his own circumftances, 
nor the humours of his people, in the 
upon them *. Complaints rofe as loud againft the credit of the Gafcon as ever 
they had done againft that of the Poiétevin and Savoyard favourites ; and to a na- 
tion prejudiced againft them, all their meafures appeared criminal, and exception- 
able. Violations of the great charter were frequently mentioned ; and it 1S )IMr 
deed more than likely, that foreigners, ignorant of the laws, and relying on the 
boundlefs affections of a weak prince, would, in an age, when a regular admi- 
niftration was not any where known, pay more attention to their own prefent in- 
cereft than to the liberties of the people. It is reported, that the Poictevins and 
other ftrangers, when the laws were at any time appealed to, in oppofition to 
their oppreffions, fcrupled not to reply, What did the Englifh laws fignify to them ? 
They minded them not. And as words are often more offenfive than actions, this 
open contempt of the Englifh tended much to aggravate the general difcontent, 
and made every act of violence, committed by the foreigners, appear not only 
an injury, but an affront to them T. 


honours and riches, which he conferred 


I reckon not among the violations of the great charter fome arbitrary exer- 


tions of prerogative, which Henry’s neceffities obliged him to practife, and which, 
without producing any difcontent, were uniformly continued by all his fucceffors, 
till the laft century. As the parliament often refufed him fupplies, and that in 


4 manner fomewhat rude and indecent {, he obliged his opulent fubjects, particu- 
larly the citizens of London, to grant him Joans of money; and it is natural 
to imagine, that the fame want of oeconomy, which reduced him to the necefii- 
ty of borrowing, would prevent him from being very punctual in the payment §. 
He demanded benevolences or pretended voluntary contributions from his nobilt- 
ty and prelates. He was the firft King of England fince the conqueft, who 
could fairly be faid to lye under the reftraint of law; and he was alfo the firft 
who praétifed the difpenfing power, and employed the famous claufe of Non-ob- 


ftanie in his grants and patents. When obje¢tions were made to this novelty, he 


replied, that the Pope exercifed that authority; and why might he not imitate 
the example? But the abufe, which the Pope made of his difpenfing power, in 
violating the Canons of general councils, in invading the privileges and cuftoms , 
of all particular churches, and in ufurping on the rights of patrons, was more 
likely to excite the jealoufy of the people, than to reconcile them to a fimilar prac- 
tice in their civil government. Roger de Thurkefby, one of the King’s juftices, 


+ M. Paris. p. 566. 666. 
§ M. Paris. 


* M. Paris. p. 491. M. Weft..p. 338. Knyghton. -p. 2436. 
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was fo difpleafed with the precedent, that he exclaimed, Alas! what times are we 
fallen into? Bebold, the civil court is corrupted in imitation of the ecclefiaftical, and 
the river is poifoned from that fountain. 

Tus King’s partiality and profufe bounty to his foreign relations, and to their 
fiends and favourites, would have appeared more tolerable to the Englifh, had 
any thing been done mean-while for the honour of the nation, or had Henry’s 
enterprizes in foreign countries, been attended with any fuccefs or glory to him- 
felf or to the public: Act Jeaft, fuch military talents in the King would have ferv- 
ed to keep his barons in awe, and have given weight and authority to his govern- 
ment, But tho’ he declared war againft Lewis IX. in 1242, and made an 
expedition into Guienne, upon the invitation of his father in law, the count de la 
Marche, who promifed to join him with all his forces; he was unfuccefsful ia 
his attempts againft that great monarch, was worfted at Taillebourg, was defert- 
ed by his allies, loft what remained to him of Poiétou, and was obliged to re- 
turn, with fome lofs of honour, into England*. The Gafcon nobility were at- 
tached to the Englifh governments becaufeghe diftance of their fovercign allow- 
ed them to remain in a {tate of almoft total independance: And they claimed, 
fome time after, the King’s protection againft an invafion, which the King of Caf- 
tile made upon that territory. Henry returned into Guienne, and was more fuc- 
cefsful in this expedition ; but he thereby involved himfelf and his nobility in an 
enormous debt, which both encreafed their difcontents, and expofed him to greater 
danger from their enterprizes T. 

Want of oeconomy and an ill judged liberality were Henry’s great defects ; 
and his debts, even before this expedition, had become fo troublefome to him, 
that he fold all his plate and jewels, in order to difcharge them. When this ex- 
pedient was firft propofed, he afked, where he would find purchafers ? It was re- 
plied, the citizens of London. On my word, faid he, if the treafury of Augu/lus 
were brought to market, the citizens are able to be the purchafers : Thefe clowns, who 
affume to themfelves the name of barons, abound in every thing, while we are reduc- 
ed to necefitiest. And he was thenceforth obferved to be more forward and 
greedy in his exactions upon the citizens §. 
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But the grievances, which the Englifh had reafon to complain ofin the civil, ee aaicnd 
re . : a ‘ laltichis 
government during this reign, feem to have been ftill lefs grievous than thofe giievances. 


which they underwent from the ufurpations and exactions of the court of Rome. 
On the death of Langton in 1228, the monks of Chrift-church elected Walter de 


*-M. Paris. p. 3339 394» 395» 399 405. W. Heming. p. 574. Chron. Dunft, vol. #. p. 153. 
+ M. Paris. p. 614. _ tM, Paris. p. 501. § M, Paris. p. 5615 507, $18) 57%: 
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Hemetham, one of their own body, for his fucceffor: But as Henry refufed to 
confirm the eleétion, the Pope, at his defire, annulled it *; and immediately ap- 
pointed Richard, chancellor of Lincoln, for archbifhop, without waiting for a 
new election. On the death of Richard in 1231, the monks elected Ralph de 
Neville bifhop of Chichefter ; and tho” Henry was much pleafed with the elec- 
tion, the Pope, who thought that prelate too much attached to the crown, af- 
fumed the power of annulling his election +. He rejected two clergymen mores 
whom the Monks had fucceffively chofen; and he at laft told them, that, if 
they would elect Edmond, treafurer of the church of Salifbury, he would con- 
firm their choice ; and his nomination was complied with. The Pope had the 
prudence to appoint both times very worthy primates; but men could not for- 
bear obferving his intention of thus drawing gradually to himfelf the right of be- 
{towing that important dignity. 

Tue avarice, however, more than ambition of the fee of Rome, feems to have 
been in this age the ground of general complaint ; and the papal minifters, find- 
ing a vatt ftock of power, amafied by their predeceffors, were defirous of turn- 
ing it to prefent profit, which they enjoyed. at home, rather than of enlarging 
cheir authority in diftant countries, where they never intended to refide. Eve- 
ry thing was become venal in the Romifh tribunals ; fimony was openly practifed ; 
vo favours and even no juftice could be obtained without a bribe; the higheft 
bidder was fure to have the preference, without regard either to the merits of the 
perfon or of the caufe; and befides the ufual perverfions of right in the decifion 
ef controverfies, the Pope openly affumed an abfolute and uncontroled authority 
of fetting afide, by the plenitude of his apoftolic power, all particular rules and 
privileges of patrons, churches and convents ~. Under pretence of remedying 
thefe abufes, Pope Honorius, in 1226, complaining of the poverty of his fee as 
the fource of all grievances, demanded from every cathedral two of the beft pre- 
bends, and from every convent two monks portions, to be fet apart as a perpe- 
tual and fettled revenue of the papal crown ; but all men being fenfible, that the 
revenue would continue for ever, and the abufes immediately return, his demand 
was unanimoufly rejected §. About three years after, the Pope demanded and 
obtained the tenth of all ecclefiaftical revenues, which he levied in a very oppref- 
five manner; requiring payment before the clergy had drawn their rents or 
tythes, and fending about ufurers, who advanced them the money at exorbitant 
intereft ||.- In the year 1240, Otho, the legate, having in vain attempted the 


* M. Paris. p. 244. + M. Paris. p. 254. $M. Paris. p. 290, 308, 345, 375, 
421, 409, 483, 537, 609, Ann. Burt. p. 309. M. Weft. p. 305, 313, 333, 336. § M. Paris. 
p. 226, 227, 228. Chron, Dunft. vol. 1. p. 161, M, Weft. p. 284. | M. Paris, p. 248. 
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clergy in a body, obtained feparately, by intrigues and menaces, large fums 
from the prelates and convents, and on his departure is faid to have carried more 
money out of the kingdom than he left in it*. This experiment was renewed 
four years after with equal fuccefs by Martin the Nuncio, who brought from 
Rome powers of fufpending and excommunicating all clergymen, that refufed to 
comply with his demands‘. The King, who relied on the Pope for the fupport 
of his tottering authority, never failed to countenance thefe exactions tf. 


Mean while, all the chief benefices of the kingdom were conferred on Italians; 
great numbers of that nation were fent over at one time to be provided for; non- 
refidence and pluralities were carried to an enormous height ; Manfel, the King’s 
chaplain, is computed to have held at once feven hundred ecclefiaftical livings §; 
and the abufes became too great and palpable even for the blindnefs and 
patience of fuperftition any longer to endure them. The populace, entering in- 
to affociations, rofe in tumults againft the Italian clergy ; pillaged their barns; 
waited their fields ; infulted the perfons of fuch of them as they found in the 
kingdom ||; and when the jufticiaries made enquiry into the authors of this difor- 
der, the guilé'was found to involve fo many and thofe of fuch high rank, that 
it pafied unpunifhed. Ac laft, when Innocent IV. in 1245, called a gene- 
ral council at Lyons, in order to excommunicate the emperor Frederic, the 
King and nobility fent over agents to complain before the council of the avarice of 
the Romifh church ; and they reprefented among many other grievances, that 
the benefices of the Italian clergy in England had been eftimated, and were found 
to amount to 60,000 marks |.a year, a fum which exceeded the annual revenue 
of the crown itfelf*. They obtained only an evafive anfwer from the Pope; but 
as mention had been made before the council, of the feudal fubje€tion of Eng- 
land to the fee of Rome, the Englith agents, at whofe head was Roger Bigod, 
earl of Norfolk, exclaimed againft that pretenfion, and infifted, that King John 
had no right, without the confent of his barons, to fubjeét the kingdom to fo ig- 
nominious.a fervitude +. The Popes indeed, afraid of Cafrying matters too far 


againft England, feem thenceforth to have little infifted on that exorbitant pre- 
tenfions 


*. M. Paris. p. 355, 360, 351, 366, 371. + M., Paris. p. 434. t M. Paris. p. 
375, 612, 613. § M. Paris. p. 575. M. Weft. p. 383. | Rymer, vol. 1. p. 323. M. 
Paris. p. 255, 257. Ann. Burt. p. 280, 281. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p- 207. 4+ Innocent’s bull 


in Rymer, vol. 1. p. 471. fays only 50,000 marks a year. * M. Paris. p. 451. The caftoms 
were part of Henry’s revenue, and amounted to 6000 pounds a year: | ‘hey were at firft {mall iums 
paid by the merchants for the ufe of the King’s warehoufes, meafures, weights, &c. See Gilbert’s hif- 
tory ofthe exch. p. 214. + M. Paris. p. 460. 
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Tus check, received at the-council of Lyons, was mot able to {top the court 
of Rome in its career: Innocent exacted the revenues of all vacant benefices, the 
twentieth of all ecclefiaftical revenues without exception; the third of fuch as ex- 
ceeded a hundred marks a year; the half of fuch as were poffefied by non-refi- 
dents*. He claimed the goods of all inteftate clergymen T; he pretended a title } 
to inherit all money got by ulury ; he levied voluntary contributions from the ) 
people; and when the King, contrary to his ufual practice, prohibited thefe ex- 
aGions, he threatened to denounce againft him the fame cenfures, which he 


had launched againft the emperor, Frederic f. 


But the moft oppreflive expedient, employed by the Pope; was the embark 
ing Henry in an. enterprize for the conquelt of Naples, or Sicily on this fide | 
the Fare, as it was called; an affair, which threw much difhonour on the Kings 
and involved him, during fome years, in great expence and trouble. The Ro- oe 
mith. church, taking. advantage of favourable incidents, had reduced the kingdom 
of Sicily to: the fame ftate of feudal vaffalage, which fhe pretended to extend over 
England,. and which, by reafon of the diftance, as well as high fpirit of this lat- 
ter kingdom, fhe was- not able to maintain. After the death of the emperor, 
Frederic IJ, the fucceffion of Sicily devolved to Conradine, grandion to 
that monarch;. and Mainfroy, his natural fon, under pretence of governing the 
the infancy of the prince, had formed a fcneme of eftablifhing 
his own authority. Pope Innocent I'V.. who had carried on violent war 
againft the emperor, Frederic, and endeavoured to difpoffefs him of his Italian 
dominions, ftill continued hoftilities againft his grandfon ; but being difappoint- 
ed in all his fchemes, by the activity and artifices of Mainfroy, he found, that 
his own force alone was not fufficient to bring to a happy iflue fo great an en- 
terprize. He pretended to difpofe of the Sicilian crown, both as fuperior lord of 
that particular kingdom, and as vicar of Chrift, to whom all kingdoms of the 
earth. were fubjected ;, and. he made a. tender of it to Richard earl of Cornwals 
whofe immenfe riches, he Aattered himfelf, would be able to fupport the military 
operations againft Mainfroy. As Richard had the prudence to refufe the prefent § 
he applied to the King, whofe levity and thoughtlefs difpofition gave hrm more . 
hopes of fuccefs; and he offered him the crown of Sicily: for his-fecond fon, Ed- | 
mond|. Henry, allured by fo magnificent a gift, without reflecting on the con- 
fequences, without confulting»either with his brother or the parliament, accepted | 
of this infidious propofal; and gave the Pope unlimited credit to expend what- 


kingdom during 


* M. Paris. p. 480. Ana. Burt: p. 305, 373. + M. Paris. p. 474- t M. Paris. p. 
476. § M. Paris. p. O50. i Rymer, p. 502; 512; 530 M. Paris. p. 599, 613. 
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ever {ums he thought neceffary for compleating the conqueft of Sicily. Innocent, 
who was engaged by his own ‘nterefts to make war with Mainfroy, was glad to 
carry on his enterprizes at the expence of his ally: Alexander IV. who 
fucceeded him in the papal throne, continued the fame policy: And Henry was 
furprized to find himfelf on a fudden involved in an immenfe debt, which he 
had never been confulted in contracting. The fum already amounted to 135541 
marks befide intereft *; and he had the profpect, if he anfwered this demand, of 
being foon loaded with more exorbitant expences ; if he refufed it, of both in- 
curring the Pope’s difpleafure, and of lofing the crown of Sicily, which he hoped 
foon to have the glory of fixing on the head of his fon. 


He applied to the parliament for fupply 3 and that he might be fecure of not 
meeting with oppofition, he fent no writs to the more refractory barons : But even 
thofe who were f{ummoned, fenfible of the ridiculous cheat, impofed by the Pope, 
determined not to lavith their money on fuch chimerical projects, and making 
a pretext of the abfence of their brethren, they refufed to take the King’s de- 
mands into confideration+. In this extremity the clergy were his only refource ; 
and as both their temporal and fpiritual fovereign concurred in loading them, 
they were ill able to defend themfelves againft this united authority. 

Tue Pope publithed a croifade for the conqueft of Sicily ; and required every 
one, who had taken the crofs againft the infidels, or had vowed to advance mo- 
ney for their enterprize, to turn the war againft Mainfroy, a more terriblé ene- 
my to the chriftian faith than any Saracen ¢. He levied a tenth on all ecclefiaf- 
tical benefices in England for three years; and gave orders to. excommunicate 
all bithops, who made not punctual payment. He granted to the King the 
goods of inteftate clergymen ; the revenues of vacant benefices; the revenues of 
all non-refidents §. But thefe taxations, being levied by fome rule, were deem- 
ed lefs grievous, than another arbitrary impofition, which arole from the fuggef- 


tion of the bifhop of Hereford, and which might have opened the door to end+ 
lefs and intolerable abufes. 


Tuar prelate, who refided at the court of Rome by a deputation from the 
Englifh church, drew bills of different values, but amounting on the whole to 
150540 marks, on all. the bifhops and abbots of the kingdom ; and granted thefe 
bills to Italian. merchants, who, it was pretended, had. advanced money for the 
fervice of the war againft Mainfroy |]. As there was no likelihood of the En- 
olith prelates fubmitting, without compulfion, to fuch an extraordinary demand, Ru- 


* Rymer. vol. 1 p. 5387. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p, 319. + M. Paris. p: 614. { Rymer. 
yol. 1..p 547, 548, &c. § Rymer. vol. 1. p. 597, 598: | M. Paris. p. 612, 623. 
Chron..T. Wykes. p. 54, ; 
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Chap. XII. ftand, the legate, was charged with the office of employing his authority to that 
“33: purpofe; and he fummoned an affembly of the bifhops and abbots, whom he ac- “a 
quainted with the Pope’s and the King’s pleafure. Great were the furprize and in- 
dignation of the affembly at the impofition: The bifhop of Worcefter exclaimed 
that he would lofe his life rather than comply: The bifhop of London faid, that 
the Pope and King were more powerful than he; but if his mitre were taken off 
his head, he would clap on a helmet in its place *. The legate was no lefs violent 
onthe other hand; and he told the afflembly, in plain terms, that all ecclefiaftica] 
benefices were the property of the Pope, and he might difpofe of them, either in | 
whole or in part, as he faw propert. In the end, the bifhops and abbots, being a 
threatened with excommunication, which madeall their revenues fall into the King’s 
hands, were obliged to fubmit to the exaétion : And the only mitigation which 
the legate allowed them, was, that the tenths, already granted, fhould be accep- . 
ted as a partial payment of the bills. But the money was ftill infufficient for the ¥ 
Pope’s purpofe: The conqueft of Sicily was as remote as ever: The demands 
which came from Rome were endlefs: Pope Alexander became fo urgent a creditor, 
that he fent over a legate into England; threatening the kingdom with an in- 
terdict, and the King with excommunication, if the arrears, which he pretended 
to be due to him, were not inftantly remitted [: And at laft, Henry, fenfible of 
the cheat, began to think of breaking off the agreement, and of refigning into 
the Pope’s hands that crown, which, it was not intended by Alexander, that he | ) 
or his family fhould ever enjoy §. 


EarlofCorn- ‘THE earl of Cornwal had now reafon to value himfe'f on his forefight, in re- . 
epee fufing the fraudulent bargain with Rome, and in preferring the folid honours of 
Romans. | an Opulent and powerful prince of the blood in England, before the empty and 
precarious glory of a foreign dignity. But he had not always firmnefs fufficient 
to adhere to this refolution: His vanity and ambition prevailed at laft over his 
prudence and his avarice; and he was engaged in an enterprize equally expenfive 
and vexatious as that of his brother, and not attended with much greater proba- 
bility of fuccefs. The immenfe opulence of Richard having made the Ger- 
man princes caft their eye on him as a candidate for the empire; he was tempt- 
ed to expend vait fums of money on his election, and he fucceeded fo far as to 
be chofen King of the Romans, which feemed to render his fucceffion infallible 
to the imperial thtone. He went over into Germany, and carried out of the 
kingdom no lefs a fum than feven hundred thoufand marks, if we may believe the 
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account of fome antient authors *, which is probably much exaggerated +. His 
money, while it lafted, procured him friends and partizans: But it was foon 
drained from him by the rapacity of the German princes; and having no perfo- 
nal or family cohnexions in that country, no folid foundation of power, he 
found at laft, that he had lavifhed away the frugality of a whole life, in order to 
procure a fplendid title, and that his abfence from England, joined to the weak- 
nefs of his brother’s government, gave reins to the factious and turbulent difpo- 
fitions of the Englith barons, and involved his own country and family in infi- 
nite calamities. F 


Tue fuccefsful revolt of the nobility from King John, and their impofing on 
him and his fucceffors limitations of the royal power, had made them feel their 
own weight and importance, had fet a dangerous precedent of refiftance, and being 
followed by a long minority, had impoverifhed, as well as weakened that crown, 
which they were at laft induced, from the fear of worfe confequences, to re-place 
on the head of young Henry.” In the King’s fituation, either great abilities and 
vigour were requifite to overawe the barons, or great caution and referve to give 
them no pretence for complaints; and it muft be confefled, that this prince was 
pofiefied of neither of thefe talents. He had not prudence to choofe right mea- 
fures ; he wanted even that conftancy, which fometimes gives weight " wrong 
ones ; he was entirely abandoned to his favourites, who were always foreigners 
he lavifhed on them without difcretion his diminifhed revenue ; and finding, that 
his barons. indulged their difpofition towards tyranny, and obferved not to 
their own vaffals the fame*rules, which they had impofed on the crown, he was 
apt, in his adminiftration, to neg'eét all the falutary articles of the great char- 
ter; which he remarked to be fo little regarded by his nobility. This condu@ 
had extremely leffened his authority in the kingdom; had multiplied complaints 
again{t him; and had frequently expofed him to affronts, and even to danger- 
ous attempts upon his prerogative. Inthe year 1244, when he defired a fup- 
ply from parliament, the barons, complaining of the frequent breaches of the 
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| * M. Paris, p. 638. The fame author, a few pages before, makes Richard’s treafures amount to 
little more than half the fum. p: 634. The King’s diffipations and expences, throughout his whole 
reign, according to the fame.author, had amounted only to about 940,000 marks. p. 638. 

+ The fums mentioned by antient authors, who were all monks, are often improbable, and never 
confiftent. But we know from an infallible authority, the public remonftrance to the council of Lions, 
that the King’s revenues were below 60,000 marks a year: His brother therefore could never have 
been matter of 700,000 marks; efpecially as he did not fell his eftates in England, as we learn from 
the fame author: And we hear afterwards of his ordering ail his woods to be cut down, in order to 


fatisfy the -apacity of the German princes: His fon fucceeded to the earldom’ of Cornwal and his 
other revenues, 
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olications which they had formerly 
demanded in return that he 
fhould give them the nomination of the great jufticiary and of the chancellor, to 
whofe hands chiefly the adminiftration of juftice was committed 5 and, if we may 
credit the hi@orian *, they had formed the plan of other limitations, as well as 
of affociations to maintain them, which would have reduced the King to be an 
abfolute cypher, and have held the crown in perpetual pupillage and dependance. 
The King, to fatisfy them, would agree to nothing but a renewal of the char- 
ter, and a general permiffion to excommunicate all the violators of it: And he 
received no other fupply, except their confent to levy a fcutage of twenty fhil- 
lings on each knight’s fee for the marriage of his eldeft daughter to the King 
of Scotland; a burthen, which was exprefsly annexed to their feudal tenures. 
Four years after, in a very full parliament, when Henry demanded a new fup- 
ply, he was openly reproached with the breach of his word, and the frequent vi- 
olations of the charter. He was afked, whether he did not blufh to defire any aid 
from his people, whom he profeffedly hated and defpifed, to whem on all occa- 
fions he preferred aliens and foreigners, and who groaned under the opprefiions, 
which he either permitted or exercifed over them. He was told, that, befides 
difparaging his nobility by forcing them to contract unequal and mean marriages 
with ftrangers, no rank of men were fo low as to efcape vexations from him or 
his minifters ; that even the victuals confumed in his houfhold, the cloaths which 
himfelf and his fervants wore, efpecially the wine, which they ufed, were all taken 
by violence from the lawful owners, and no compenfation was ever made them 
for the injury ; that foreign merchants, to the great prejudice and infamy of the 
kingdom, fhunned the Englifh harbours, as if they were poffefied by pyrates, and 
the commerce with all nations was thus cut off by thefe violences; that lofs was 
added to lofs, and injury to injury, while the merchants, who had been de- 
fpoiled of their goods, were alfo obliged to carry them at their own charges to 
whatever place the King was pleafed to appoint them; that even the poor fifh- 
ermen on the coaft could not efcape his oppreffions and thofe of his courtiers, and 
finding that they had not the full liberty of difpofing of their commodities in the 
Englifh market, were frequently conftrained to carry them to foreign ports, and 
to hazard all the perils of the ocean rather than thofe which awaited them from 
his oppreflive emiffaries 5 and that his very religion was a ground of complaint 
to his fubjeéts, while they obferved, that the waxen tapers and fplendid filks, 
employed in fo many ufelefs proceflions, were the fpoils which he had forcibly 
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ravithed from the true poffeffors*, Throughout this remonftrance, in which the 


complaints, derived from an abufe of the antient right of purveyance, may be fup- 


pofed to be fomewhat exaggerated, there appears a {trange mixture of regal ty- 
ranny in the practices which gave rife to it, and of ariftocratical Jiberty or rather 
licentioufnefs in the expreffions employed by the parliament. But a mixture of 
this kind is obfervable in al] the antient feudal governments ; and both of them 
proved equally hurtful to the people. 


As the King, in anfwer to their remonftrance, gave the parliament only good 
words and fair promifes, attended with the moft humble fubmiffions, which they 
had often found deceitful, he obtained at that time no fupply; and therefore in 
the year 1253, when he found himfelf again under the neceflity of applying to 
parliament, he had provided himfelf of a new pretence, which he deemed infalli- 
ble, and taking the vow of a Croifade to the holy land, he demanded their affiit- 
ance in that pious enterprize +. The parliament, however, for fome time fcrup- 
led compliance ; and the ecclefiaftical order fent a, deputation of four prelates, the 
primate, the bifhops of Winchefter, -Salifbury, and Carlifle, in order to remon- 
{trate with him on his frequent violations of their privileges, the opprefiions 
with which he loaded them and all his fubje€&tsf, and the uncanonical and forced 
eleétions; which were made to vacant dignities. ‘* It is true,’’ replied the King, 
‘© T have been fomewhat faulty in this particular : I obtruded you, my lord of Can- 
‘¢ terbury, upon your fee: I was obliged to employ both entreaties and menaces, 
‘© my lord of Winchefter, tohave you elected: my proceedings were very irregu- 
‘Jar, my lords of Salifbury and Carlifle, when I raifed you from the loweft 
‘< ftations to your prefent dignities: I am determined henceforth to correct thele 
‘<¢ errors; and it will alfo become you, in order to make a thorough reformation, 
to'refign your prefent benefices ; and try to enter again in a more regular and 
canonical manner §.” The bifhops, furprized at thefe unexpected farcafms, 
replied, that the queftion was not at prefent how to correct paft errors, but to avoid 
them for the future. The King promifed redrefs both of ecclefiattical and civil 
grievances ;:and the parliament in return agreed to grant him a fupply, a tenth 
of the ecclefiaftical benefices and a fcutage of three marks on each knight’s fee: 
But as they hadexperienced his frequent breach of promife, they required, that 
he fhould ratify the great charter: in a manner ftill more authentic and folemn 
than any which he had ever hitherto employed; All the prelates and abbots 
were aflembled: They held burning tapers in their hands: The great charter was 
read before them : They denounced the fentence of excommunication againit eve- 
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* M. Paris, p. 498. See farther, p. 578. M. Welt. p. 348. + M. Paris, p. 518, 558; 
568. Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 293. ¢ M. Paris, p. 568. § M. Paris, p 579- 
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ry ore who fhould thenceforth violate that fundamental law : They threw their 
tapers on the ground, and exclaimed, May the foul of every one, who incurs this 
fentence, fo flink and corrupt in Hell! The King bore a part in this ceremony : and 
fubjoined; ‘ So help me God, I will keep all thefe things inviolate, as lama 
“man, as Iam achriftian, as 1 am a knight, and as Fam a King crowned 
* Yet was the tremenduous ceremony no fooner finifhed, than 
his favourites, abufing his weaknefs and facility, made him return to the fame 
arbitrary and irregular adminiftration ; and the reafonable expectations of his 
people were thus continually eluded and difappointed +. 


“ and anointed.” 


Aut thefe imprudent and illegal meafures afforded a pretence to Simon de 
Mountfort, ear! of Leicefter, to attempt an innovation in the government, and 
to wrett the fcepter from the feeble and irrefolute hand which held it. This 
nobleman- was a younger fon of that Simon de Mountfort, who had con- 
duéted with fuch valour and renown the Croifade againft the Albigenfes, and 
who, tho’ ‘he tarnifhed his famous exploits by cruelty and ambition, had left a. 
name very precious to all the bigots of thav.age, particularly to the ecclefiaftics. 
A large inheritance in England fell by fucceffion to this family; but as the e'der 


‘ Hr ther enjoyed ftill more opulent poffeffions in France, and could not perform: 


fealty to two matters, he transferred his right to Simon, his younger brother, 
who came over into England, did homage for his lands, and was raifed to the 
dignity of earl of Leicefter. In the year 1238, he efpoufed Eleanor dowager of 
William eatl of Pembroke, and fifter to the King t; but the marriage of this 
princefs with a fubject and a foreigner, tho’ :‘finifhed with Henry’s confent, was» 
loudly complained of by the earl of Cornwal, and all the barons of England ; and: 
Leicefter was fupported againft their violence, entirely by the King’s favour and 
authority §. But he had ‘no fooner eftablifhed himfelf in his poffeffions and dig- 
nities, than he acquired by infinuation and addrefs, a {trong intereft with the na- 
tion, and gained equally the affections of all orders of men. He loft, however, . 
the friendfhip of Henry from the ufual levity and ficklenefs of that prince; he 
was banifhed the court ; he was recalled; he was entrufted with the command of: 
Guienne|}, whereshe did good fervice and acquired honour; he was.again dif-- 
graced by the King, and-his banifhment from court feemed now final and irre- 
vocable. Henry called ‘him a traitor to his face: Leicefter gave him the lye,. 
and told him, that,. ifhe were not his-fovereign, he would foon make him re- 


* M. Paris, p. 580. Ann. Burt. p. 323. Ann, Waverl. p. 210. W. Heming. p. 571. M. Weft. pw: 
353° +M. Paris, p. 597, 608: tM. Paris, p.-314. § M. Paris, p..315. 
| Rymer, vol. 1. Pp» 459. 513s 
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pent of that infult. Yet was this quarrel accommodated either from the good 
nature or timidity of the King; and Leicefter was again admitted into fome de- 
eree of favour and authority. But as this nobleman was become too great to 
preferve an entire complaifance to Henry’s humours, and to aét in fubferviency to 
his other minions ; he found more advantage in cultivating his intereft with the 
public, and in inflaming the general difcontents, which prevailed againft the ad- 
miniftration. He filled every place with complaints againft the infringement of 
the great charter, the violences committed on the people, the combination be- 
tween the Pope and the King in their tyranny and extortions, Henry’s neglect of 
his native fubjects and barons; and tho’ himfelf a foreigner, he was more loud 
than any in reprefenting the indignity of fubmitting to the dominion of foreign- 
ers. By his hypocritical pretenfions to devotion, he gained the favour of the 
zealots and clergy : By his feeming concern for public good, he acquired the af- 
feétions of the public : And befides the private friendfhips, which he had culti- 
vated with the barons, his animofity againft the favourites bred an union of in- 
terefts between him and_ that powerful order. 

A recent quarrel, which broke out between Leicefter and William de Valence, 
Henry’s half brother, a chief favourite, brought matters to extremity +, and de- 
termined the former to give full fcope to his bold and unbounded ambition, which 
the laws and the King’s authority had hitherto with difficulty reftrained. He fe- 
cretly called a meeting of the moft confiderable barons, particularly Humphrey 
de Bohun, high conftable, Roger Bigod, earl Marefchal; and the earls of War- 
wick and Glocefter ; men, who by their family and poffeffions ftood in the firft 
rank of the Englifh nobility. He reprefented to this company the neceffity of 
reforming the ftate, and of putting the execution of the laws into other hands 
than thofe which had hitherto appeared from repeated experience, fo unfit for 
the charge, with which they were entrufted, He exaggerated the oppreffions of 
the lower orders of the ftate, the violations of the barons’ privileges, the conti- 
nued plunder of the clergy ; and in order to aggravate the enormity of this con- 
duét, he appealed to the great charter, which Henry had fo often ratifed, and 
which was calculated to prevent for ever the return of thefe intolerable grievan- 
ces. He magnified the generofity of their anceftors, who, at an infinite expence 
of blood, had extorted that famous conceffion from the crown; but lamented 
their own degeneracy, who allowed fo great an advantage, once obtained, to be 
wrefted from them by a weak prince and by infolent firangers. And he. infift- 
ed, that the King’s word, after fo many fubmiffions and fruitlefs promifes.on his 
part, could no longer be relied on ; and that nothing but his abfolute inability 


+ M. Paris, p. 649. 
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enceforth enfure the regular obfervance of 


e founded in truth, and fuited fo well the fentiments 


of the company, had the defired effect ; and the barons entered into a refolution 
of redreffing the public grievances, by taking into their own hand 


ftration of the government. 


s the admini- 
The King having fummoned a parliament, in ex- 


pectation of receiving fupplies for his Sicilian project, the barons appeared in the 
hall, clad in complete armour, and with their fwords by their fide ; 
on his entry, ftruck with this unufual appearance, afked them what was their 
meaning, and whether they pretended to make him their prifoner *? Roger Bi- 
god replied in the name of the reft, that he was not their prifoner, 
vereign ; that they even intended to grant him large fupplies, in order to fix his 


fon on the throne of Sicily; that they on 
pence and fervice; and that, as 
ment, had acknowleged his paft errors, an 
into the fame path, which gave them fuch j 
yield to more ftrié& regulations, 
and willing to redrefs the public grievances. 


of fupply, partly intimid 


rT. June. 


Provifions of 
Oxford, 


arid confer authority on thofe who were 
Henry, partly allured by the hopes 
ated by the union and martial appearance of the barons, 


and the King 


but their fo- 


ly expected fome return for this ex- 
he had frequently made fubmiffions to the parlia- 
d had ftill allowed himfelf to be carried 
uft reafon of complaint, he muft now 


able 


agreed to their demand ; and promifed to fummon another parliament at Oxford, 
in order to digeft the new plan of government, and to elect the perfons, who 


were to be entrufted with the chief authority. 


Tuts parliament, which the royalifts, and even the nation, from experience of 
the confufions that attended its meafures, afterwards denominated the mad par- 
liament, met on the day appointed; and as all the barons brought along with 
them their military vaffals, and appeared with an armed force, the King, who 
had taken no precautions againft them, was in reality a prifoner in their hands, 
and was obliged to fubmit to all the terms which they were pleafed to impofe 


upon him. ‘Fwelve barons were felected from the King’s council ; 


twelve more 


were chofen by parliament: To thefe twenty-four, unlimited authority was. 


eranted of reforming the ftate; and the King himfelf took an oath, 


that he would 


maintain whatever ordinances they fhould think proper to enact for that pur- 
pofe +. Lieicefter was at the head of this fupreme council, to which the legifla- 
tive power was thus in reality transferred ; and all their meafures were taken by 
his fecret influence and direction. Their firft ftep bore a fpecious appearance,. 
and feemed well calculated for the end, which they profeffed to be the object of 


* Annal. Theokefbury. 
p. 2445. 
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all thefe innovations: They ordered that four knights fhould be chofen by each 
county ; that they fhould make enquiry into the grievances of which their neigh- 
bourhood had reafon to complain, and fhould attend the next enfuing parliament, 
in order to give information to that affembly of the ftate of their particular coun- 
ties *: A nearer approach to our prefent cor ftitution than had been made by the 
barons in the reign of King John, when the knights were only appointed to meet in 
their counties, and there to draw up a detail of their grievances. Mean while, the 
twenty-four barons proceeded to enact fome regulations, in order to provide a 
redrefs for fuch grievances as were fuppofed to be notorious to all the world. 
They ordered, that three feffions of parliament fhould be regularly held every 
year, in the months of February, June, and Ostober; that a new high fheriff 
fhould be elected every year by the votes of the freeholders in each county 7 3 
that the fheriffs fhould have no power of fining the barons who did not attend at 
their courts, or the circuits of the jufticiaries; that no heirs fhould be committed to 
the wardfhip of foreigners, and no caftles be entrufted to their cuftody; and that 
no new warrens or forefts fhould be created, nor the revenues of any counties oF 
hundreds be let to farm. Such were the regulations which the twenty-four’ ba- 
rons enacted at Oxford, for the redrefs of public grievances {. 

Bur the earl of Leicefter and his affociates, having advanced fo far to fatisfy 
the nation, inftead of continuing in this popular courfe, or granting the King that 
fupply which they had promifed him, immediately made provifions for the ex- 
tenfion and continuance of their own unlimited authority. They rouzed anew 
the popular clamour, which had long prevailed againft foreigners ; and they fell 
with the utmoft violence on the King’s half brothers, who were fuppofed to be 
the authors of all national grievances, and whom Henry had no longer any power 
to protect. The four brothers, fenfible of their danger, took to flight with an 
intention of making their efcape out of the kingdom ; they were eagerly purfued 
by the barons; Aymer, one of the brothers, who had been elected to the fee of 
Winchefter, took fhelter in his epifcopal palace, and carried the others along 
with him; they were furrounded in that place, and threatened to be dragged out by 
force, and to be punifhed for their crimes and mifdemeanors ; and the King, plead- 
ing the facrednefs of an ecclefiaftical fanctuary, was glad to extricate-them from this 
danger by banifhing them the kingdom §. In this act of violence; as well as in the 
former ufurpations of the barons, the queen and her uncles were thought to have 


* M. Paris p. 657, Addit. p. 140+ Ann. Burt. p. 412. + Chron. Dunft. vol. 1. p. 336- 
+t Ann. Burt. p. 413. § M. Paris p.654. Ann. Burt. p. 411. Chron. T. Wykes p. 53. W. 
Heming p. 579. Chron. Duntt. p. 335. M. Welt, p. 364. Ypod. Neult. p. 467. Knyghton. p. 2445. 
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open the eyes of the whole kingdom, and to prove their intention of reducing for ever 


both the King and the people under the arbitrary power of a very narrow arifto- 
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of the credit, acquired by the brothers, which 


they imagined, had eclipfed and annihilated their own *. 
four barons were fufficient to 


cracy, which muft at laft have terminated either in anarchy, or in a violent ufur- 
pation and tyranny. They pretended, that they had not as yet digefted all the 
regulations neceffary for the -eformation of the ftate, and for the redrefs of 
grievances; and that they muft fill retain their power, till that great purpofe 
was thoroughly effectuated: In other words, that they muft be perpetual gover- 
nors, and muft continue to reform, till they were pleafed to demit their autho- 
rity. They formed an affociation among themfelves, and fwore that they would 
ftand by each other with their lives and fortunes: They difplaced all the chief 
officers of the crown, the high jufticiary, the chancellor, the treafurer; and ad- 
vanced either themfelves or their own creatures in their ftead : Even the offices of 
the King’s houfhold were difpofed of at their pleafure: The government of all 
the caftles was put into hands in whom they found reafon to confide: And the 
whole power of the ftate being thus transferred to them, they ventured to impofe 
an oath on every individual of the nation; in which the fubjeéts were obliged to 
{wear, under the penalty of being declared public enemies, that they would obey 
and execute all the regulations, both known and unknown, of the twenty-four 
barons: And all this, for the greater glory of God, the honour of the church, 
the fervice of the King, and the advantage of the kingdom +. No one dared to 
withftand this tyrannical authority : Prince Edward himfelf, the King’s eldeft fon, 
a youth of eighteen years of age, who began to give indications of that great and 
manly fpirit, which appeared throughout the whole courfe of his life, was, after 
making fome oppofition, conftrained to takethat oath, which really depofed him 
and his family from fovereign authority {. Earl Warrenne was the laft perfon in 
the kingdom, who could be brought to give the confederated barons this mark 
of fubmiffion. 

Bur the twenty four barons, not content with the ufurpation of the royal 
power, introduced an innovation in the conftitution of parliament, which was of 
the utmoft importance, They ordained, that that affembly fhould choofe a com- 
mittee of twelve perfons, who fhould, in the intervals of the feffions, poffefs the 
authority of the whole parliament, and fhould attend on a {ummons the perfon 
of the King, in all his motionss* But fo powerful were thefe barons, that 
this regulation was alfo fubmitted to; the whole government was over- 


# Ann, Waverl. p. 210. + Chron, T. Wykes p. sz. t Ann, Burt. p. 411. 
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thrown or fixed on new foundations ; and the monarchy was totally fubverted, 
without its being poffible for the King to. ftrike a fingle ftroke in defence of the 
conftitution againft the newly erected ariftocracy. 

Tue report that the King of the Romans intended to pay a vifit to England, 
gave alarm to the ruling barons ; and they dreaded left the extenfive influence and 
eftablifhed authority of that prince would be emp'oyed to reftore the prerogatives 
of his family, and overturn their new plan of government *. They fent over 
the new bifhop of Worcefter, who met him at St. Omars; afked him in the name of 
the barons, the reafon of his journey, and how long he intended to ftay in Eng- 
land ; and infifted, that before he entered the kingdom, he fhould {wear to ob- 
ferve the regulations eftablifhed at Oxford. On Richard’s refufal to take this 
oath, they prepared to refift him as a public enemy; they fitted out a fleet, af- 
fembled an army, and exciting the inveterate prejudices of the people againft 
forcigners, from whom they had fuffered fo many oppreffions, fpread the report, 


that Richard intended: to-reftore by force the authority of his exiled brothers, . 
and: to: violate all the feeurities provided for public liberty. The King of the 


Romans was at laft obliged to fubmit to the terms required of him 7. 

Bur. the barons, in proportion to their continuance in power, began gradually 
to lofe that popularity, which had affifted them in obtaining it ; and men repined 
that regulations, which were only eftablifhed during atime for the reformation 
of the ftate,- were likely to become perpetual, and to fubvert entirely the antient 


conftitution. They dreaded,.that the power of the nobles, which was always: 


oppreffive, would now exert itfelf without controul, by removing the counter- 


poife of the crown ; and their apprehenfions were encreafed by fome new edicts : 


of the barons, which were plainly calculated to procure to themfelves an impu- 
nity in all their violences, They appointed, that the circuits of the itinerant 


juftices, the fole check on their arbitrary conduct; fhould be held only once in) 


feven years ; and men eafily faw, that a remedy, which returned after fuch long 
intervals, againft an oppreffive power, which was perpetual, would prove totally 


infiznificant and ufelefs +. The cry became loud in the nation, that the barons 


-+-° 
fhould finith their intended regulations: The knights of the fhires, who feem 
now to have been pretty regularly aflembled in a feparate houfe, made remon- 


ftrances againft the flownefs of their proceedings ; they reprefented, that, though : 
the King had performed all the conditions required of him, the barons had hitherto - 
done nothing for the public good, and had been only careful to promote their own : 
private advantage, and to commit injury on the crown; and they even appealed ° 


*-M. Paris, p. 661. + M, Paris, p. 661,662. Chron. IT. Wykes p, 53- tM. Paris p.’ 
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to prince Edward, and claimed his interpofal for the interefts of the nation, and 
the reformation of the government *. The prince replied, that though it was 
from conftraint, and contrary to his private fentiments, he had fworn to adhere 
to the provifions of Oxford, he was determined to obferve his oath: But he fent 
a meflage to the barons, requiring them to bring their undertaking to a fpeedy 
conclufion, and fulfil their engagements to the public: Otherwife, he menaced 
them, that, at the expence of his life, he would oblige them to do their duty, 
and would thed the laft drop of his blood in promoting the interefts, and fatisfy- 


ing the juft wifhes of the nation 7. 

Tur barons, urged by fo prefling a neceffity, publifhed at laft a new code of or- 
dinances for the reformation of the ftate{: But the expectations of the people 
were extremely difappointed, when they found, that thefe confifted only of fome 
trivial alterations on the municipal Jaw ; and. ftill more fo, when the barons pre- 
tended, that the tafk was not yet finifhed, and that they muft farther prolong 
their authority, in order to bring the work of reformation to the defired period. 
The current of popularity was now much turned to the fide of the crown; and 
the barons had little more to rely on for their fupport, befides the private influence 
and power of their families, which, though exorbitant, was likely to prove inferior to 
the combination of King and people. Even this bafis of power was daily weak- 
ened by their inteftine jealoufies and animofities; their antient and inveterate 
quarrels broke out when they came to divide the fpoils of the crown; and the 
rivalfhip between the earls of Leicefter and Glocefter, the chief leaders among 
them, began to disjoint the whole confederacy. The latter, more moderate in 
his pretenfions, was defirous of ftopping or retarding the career of the barons’ 
ufurpations ; but the former, enraged at the oppofition which he met with in his 
own party, pretended to throw up all concern in Englifh affairs; and he retired 
into France §. 

Tue kingdom of France, the only ftate with which England had any confiderable 
intercourfe, was at this time governed by Lewis IX. a prince of the moft fin- 
ular character, which is to be met with in all the records of hiftory. This monarch 
united to the mean and abject fuperftition of a monk, all the courage and magna- 
nimity of the greateft hero; and, what may be deemed more extraordinary, the 
juftice and integrity of the moft difinterefted patriot, to the mildnefs and humanity 
of the moft accomplithed philofopher. So far from taking advantage of the divi- 
fions of the Englith, or attempting to expel thofe dangerous rivals from the pro- 
vinces, which they ftill poffeffed in France; he had entertained many fcruples with 


* Annal Burt. p. 427. + Annal, Burt. p. 427. t. Annal. Burt. p. 428, 439. § Chron. 
Duaft, vol. 1. p. 348. | 
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regard to the forfeiture pronounced againft the King’s father, had even expreffed 
fome intention of reftoring the other provinces, and he was only prevented from 
taking that imprudent refolution, by the united remonftrances of his own barons, 
who reprefented the extreme danger of fuch a meafure *, and, what had a creater 
influence on Lewis, the juftice of punifhing by a legal fentence the barbarity and 
felony of John. Wherever this prince interpofed in Englith affairs, it was al- 
ways with an intention of compofing the differences between the King and his 
nobility ; he recommended to both parties every peaceable and reconciling mea- 
fure ; and he ufed all his authority with the earl of Leicefter, his native fubje&, 
to bend him to a compliance with Henry. He made a treaty with England, at 
atime, when the diftractions of that kingdom were at the greateft height, and 
when the King’s authority was totally annihilated; and the terms, which he 
granted, might, even in a more profperous ftate of their affairs, be deemed rea- 
fonable and advantageous by the Englifh. He yielded up fome territories which 
had been conquered from Poictou and Guienne ; he enfured the peaceable poffe- 
fion of the latter province to Henry: he agreed to pay that prince a large fum of 
money ; and he only required that the King fhould, in return, make a final 
ceffion to France of Normandy, and the other provinces, which he could never 
entertain any hopes of recovering by force of. arms +. This ceffion was ratified 
by Henry, by his two fons, and two daughters, and by the King of the Romans 
and his three fons : Leicefter alone, either moved by a vain arrogance, or defirous 
to ingratiate himfelf with the Englith populace, protefted againft the deed, and in- 
fitted on the right, however diftant, which might accrue to his countefs t. Lewis 
faw in this obftinacy the unbounded ambition of the man; and as the barons in- 
fifted, that the money which was due by treaty, fhould be at their difpofal, not 
at Henry’s, he alfo faw, and probably with regret, the low condition to which 
this monarch, who had more erred from weaknefs than malice, was reduced by 
the turbulency of his own fubjects, 


Bur the fituation of Henry changed foon after much to his advantage. The 
twenty-four barons had now enjoyed the fovereign power for near three years; and 
had vifibly employed it, not for the reformation of the ftate, which was their firft 
pretence, but for the aggrandizement of themfelves and of their families. The 
breach of truft was apparent to all the world: Every order of men felt and 
murmured againft it: The diffentions among the barons themfelves, which en- 
creafed the evil, made alfo the remedy more obvious and eafy: And the fecret 


* M. Paris, p. 604. b Rymer. vol. 1. p. 675. M4. Paris, p. 566. Chron. T. Wykes. p. 53. 
Trevit. p. 208. M. Welt. p. 371. } Chron. 'T’. Wykes. 53. 


Vou; Il. F defertion 





Chap. XII. 
1259. 


20 May. 


1261. 




























Chap. XT. 
12061. 


Prince Ed- 
ward. 





HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


defertion in particular of the earl of Glocefter to the crown, feemed to promife 
Henry certain fuccefs in any attempt to refume his authority. Yet dared he not 
to take that ftep, fo reconcilable both to juftice and policy, without making a 
previous application to Rome, and obtaining an abfolution from his oaths and 
engagements. | | 

Tue Pope was at that time very much diffatisfied with the conduct of the ba- 
rons ; who, in order to gain the favour of the people and clergy of England, had 
expelled all the Italian ecclefiaftics, had confifcated their benefices, and feemed 
determined to maintain the liberties and privileges of the Englifh church, in 
which the rights of patronage, belonging to their own families, were alfo included. 
The extreme animofity of the Englifh clergy againft the Italians, was alfo a fource 
of his difguft to this order ; and an attempt which had been made by them for 
farther liberty and independance on the civil power, was therefore lefs acceptable 
to the court of Rome. About the fame time, that the barons at Oxford had an- 
nihilated the prerogatives of the monarchy, the clergy met in a fynod at Merton, 
and pafied feveral decrees, which were no lefs calculated to promote their own 
grandeur at the expence of the crown. They decreed, that it was unlawful to 
try the ecclefiaftics by fecular judges; that the clergy were not to regard any prohi- 
bitions from civil courts; that lay patrons had no. right to confer fpiritual bene- 
fices; that the magiftrate was obliged, without farther enquiry, to imprifon alk 
excommunicated perfons; and that antient ufage, without any particular grant 
or charter, was a fafficient authority for any clerical poffeffions or privileges *. 
About:a century ago, thefe claims would have been fanétified by the court of 
Rome beyond the moft fundamental articles of faith: They were the chief points 
maintained by the great martyr, Becket ; and his refolution in defending them had 
exalted him to the high ftation which he held in the catalogue of Romifh faints : 
But principles were changed with the times : The Pope was become fomewhat Jea- 
lous of the great independance of the Englifh church, which made them ftand lefs in 
need of his protection, and even emboldened them to. refift his authority, and 
complain of the preference given to thefgalian courtiers, whofe interefts, it is natu- 
tural to imagine, were the chief object of his concern. Fie was very ready, there- 
fore, on the King’s application, to annul thefe new conftitutions of the church 
of England +. And at the fame time, he abfolved the King and all his fubjetts 
from the oath, which they had taken to obferve the provifions of Oxford {. 


Prince Edward, whofe enlarged thoughts, though in fuch early youth, had 
taught him the great prejudice, which his father had incurred, by his levity, in= 
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conftancy and frequent breach of promife, refufed for a long time to take ad- hap. xtt, 
vantage of this abfolution; and declared that the provifions of Oxford, however 1261. 
unreafonable in themfelves, and however much abufed by the barons, ought ftill 
to be adhered to by thofe-who had {worn to obferve them *: He himfelf had been 
conftrained by violence to take that oath; yet was he determined to keep it. By 
this fcrupulous fidelity, the prince acquired the confidence of all parties, and was 
afterwards enabled to recover fully the royal authority, and to perform fuch great 
actions both during his own reign and that of his father. 

Tue fituation of England, during this period, as well as that of moft Euro- 
pean kingdoms, was fomewhat peculiar. There was no regular military force main- 
tained in the nation: The fword, however, was not, properly {peaking, in the hands 
of the people: The barons were entrufted entirely with the defence of the com- 
munity ; and after any effort, which they made, either againft their own prince, 
or again{t foreigners, as the military retainers departed to their own home, the 


armies were diffolved, and could not fpeedily be're-affembled at pleafure. It was 
eafy therefore, for a few barons, by a combination, to get the ftart of the other 
party, to collect fuddenly their troops, and to appear unexpectedly in the field 
with an army,;, which their antagonifts, though equal or even fuperior in power 
and intereft, would not dare to encounter. Hence the fudden révolutions, 
which were obfervable in thefe governments :*Hence the frequent victories ob- 
tained without a blow by one faction over another; And hence it happened, that 


the feeming prevalence of a party, was feldom a prognoftic of its long continu- 
ance in power and authority. 


Tue King, fo foon as he received the Pope’s abfolution fromhis oath, which 
was accompanied with menaces of excommunication againtt all oppofers, truft- 
ing to the countenance of the church, to the fupport promifed him by many con- 
fiderable barons, and to the returning favour of the people, immediately took 
off the mafk, and after juftifying his conduct by a proclamation, in which he fet 
forth the private ambition, and the breach%f truft, confpicuous in Leicefter and 
his affociates, declared that he had-refumed the government, and was determined 
thenceforth to exert the royal authority for the protection of his fubjeéts. He * 
removed Hugh le d’Efpenfer and Nicholas de Ely, the high jufticiary and chan- 
cellor appointed by the barons; and put Philip Baffet and*Walter de Merton in 
their place. He fubftituted new fheriffs in all the counties, men of character 
and reputation : He placed new governors in moft of the caftles :: He changed all 
the officers of his houfhold: He fummoned a parliament, in which the refump- ,,4 
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Chap. XII. tion of his authority was ratified, with on'y five diffenting: voices : And the bae 
1202, rons, after making one fruitlefs effort, to take the King by furprize at W inche- 
fter, were obliged to acquiefce in thofe new regulations *. 

Tue King, in order to cut off every objection to his conduct, offered to refer 
all the differences between him and the earl of Leicefter, to Margaret queen of 
France+. The celebrated integrity of Lewis gave a mighty influence to any de- 
cifion which iffued from his court; and Henry probably hoped, that the ga'lan- 
try, on which all barons, as true knights, valued themfelves, would make them . 
athamed not to fubmit to the award of that princefs. Lewis entirely merited the ) 
confidence repofed in him. By an admirable conduét, probably as political as 
juft, he continually interpofed his cood offices to allay the civil difcords of the 
Englith : He forwarded all healing meatfures, which might give fecurity to both 
parties: And he ftill endeavoured, tho’ in vain, to footh by perfuafion the fierce 
ambition of the earl of Leicefter, and to convince him how much it was his duty 
to fubmit peaceably to the authority of his fovereign. 
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1263. Tuat bold and artful confpirator wasno wife difcouraged with the bad fuc- 
cefs of his paft enterprizes. The death of Richard earl of Glocefter, who was 
his chief rival in power, and who, before his deceafe, had joined the royal! party, 
feemed to open a new field to his violence, and to expofe the throne to frefh in- 
fults and injuries. It was in vain, that the King profefied his intentions of ob- 
ferving ftriétly the great charter, even of maintaining a!l the regulations made by 
the reforming barons at Oxford or afterwards, except thofe which entirely an- 
nihilated the royal authority : Thefe powerful chieftains, now obnoxious to the 
court, could not peaceably refign the hopes of entire independance and uncon- 
trouled power with which they had flattered themfelves, and which they had fo 

Civil wars of long enjoyed. Many of them engaged in Leicefter’s views, and among the reft, 
the barons. Gilbert, the young earl of Glocefter, who brought him a mighty acceffion of 
power, from the extenfive authority poffeft by that opulent family, Even Hen- 
ry; fon of the King of the Romans, commonly called Henry d’ Allmaine, tho’ 
a prince of the blood, joined the party of the barons againft the King, the head 
of his own famify. Leeicefter himfelf, who ftill refided in France, formed fe- 


cretly the links of this great confpiracy, and planned the whole fcheme of oper- 
ations. of 


nee princes of Wales, notwithftanding the great power of the monarchs, both 
of the rere and Norman line, ftill preferved authority in their own country ; 
and tho’ they had often been conftrained to pay tribute to the crown of Ene- 


* M. Paris, p. 668. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 55. 4+ Rymes, vol. 1. p. 724. 
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land, they were with difficulty retained in fubordination or even in peace ; and 
almoft throughout every reign fince the conquett, had infefted the Englifh fron- 
tiers with fuch petty incurfions and fudden inroads, as feldom merited to have 
place in a general hiftory. The Englifh, ftill contented with repelling their in- 
vafions, and chacing them back into their barren mountains, had never purfued 
the advantages obtained againft them, nor attempted, even under their greateft 
and moft aétive princes, a total, or fo much as a feudal fubjection of the coun- 
try. This advantage was referved to the prefent King, the weakeft and mott in- 
dolent. In the year 1237, Lewellen, prince of Wales, declining in years and 
broke with infirmities, but ftill more harraffed with the rebellion and undutiful 
behaviour of his fon, Griffin, had recourfe to the protection of Henry; and 
confenting to fubject his principality, which had fo. long maintained its indepen- 
dance, to vaffalage under the crown of England, purchafed fecurity and tran- 
quillity on thefe difhonourable terms, His eldeft fon and heir, David, renew- 
ed the homage to England; and having taken his brother prifoner, delivered him 
into Henry’s hands, who committed him, to cuftody in the Tower. That prince, 
endeavouring to make his efcape from confinement, loft his life in the attempt ; 
and the prince of Wales, freed irom the apprehenfions of fo dangerous a rival, 
paid thenceforth lefs regard to the Englifh monarch, and even renewed thofe in- 
curfions, by which the Welch, during fo many ages, had been accuftomed to in- 
feft their borders. Lewellyn, however, the fon of Griffin, who fucceeded to his 
uncle, had been obliged to renew the homage, which was now claimed by Eng. 
land as an eftablifhed right; but he was well pleafed to inflame thofe civil dif 
cords, on which he refted his prefent fecurity, and founded his hopes of future 
independance, He entered into a confederacy with the earl of Leicefter, and 
colleéting all the force of his principality, invaded England with an army of 
30,000 men. He ravaged the lands of Roger de Mortimer and of all the barons, 
who adhered to the crown *; he marched into Chefhire, and committed like de- 
predations on prince Edward’s territories; every place, where his diforderly 
troops appeared, was laid wafte with fire and {word ; and tho’ Mortimer, a gal- 
lant: and expert foldier, made ftout refiftance, it was found neceffary, that the 
prince himfelf fhould head the army againft thisinvader. Edward repulfed prince 
Lewellen, and obliged him to take fhelter in the mountains of North Wales: 
But he was prevented from making farther progrefs again{ft the enemy,. by the 
diforders, which foon after broke out in England. 

Tue Welfh invafion was the appointed fignal for the malecontent barons to 
rife ian arms; and Leicefter coming over fecretly from France, collefied all the 
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forces-of his party, and commenced an open rebellion.” He feized the perfon of, 
the bithop of Hereford; a prelate very obnoxious to all the inferior clergy, on 
account of his. devoted attachment to the court of Rome+. Simon, bifhop of 
Norwich, and John Manfel, becaufe they had. publifhed the Pope’s bull, ab- 
folving the King and kingdom from their-oaths to obferve the provifions of Ox- 
ford, were made prifoners, and expofed to the utmoft rage of the party. The 
King’s demefnes were ravaged with unbounded fury {; and as it was Leicefter’s 
: stereft to allure to his fide, by the hopes of plunder, all the diforderly ruffians in 
England, he gave them a general licence to pillage the barons of the oppolite partys 
and even all neutral perfons, But one of the principal refources of his faction 
was the populace of the cities, particularly of London; and as he had, by his 
hypocritical pretenfions to fanctity, and his zeal againft Rome, engaged all the 
monks and lower ecclefiaftics in his party, his dominion over the inferior ranks of 
men became abfolutely uncontrolable. Thomas Fitz-Richard, the mayor of 
London, a furious and licentious man, gave the countenance of authority to 
thefe diforders.in London ; and having declared war againft.the fubftantial citi- 
zens, he loofened all the bands of government, by. which that turbulent city was 
commonly butell, reftrained. On the approach of: Eafter, the zeal of fuperfti- 
tion, the appetite: for plunder, or what is often: as prevalent with the populace 
as either of thefe motives, the pleafure of committing havock and: deftruction, 
prompted them to attack. the unhappy Jews; who were firft pillaged without re- 
fiftance, and then maflacred, to the number of five hundred perfons§. The 
Lombard bankers were next expofed to the rage-of the peoples and tho’, by tak- 
ing fanétuary in the churches;. theyvefeaped -with their lives; all their’ money and 
goods became a prey to the licentious: multitude: Even-the houfes: of the rich 
citizens, tho’ Englifh, were attacked by-night; and way was made by {word and 
by fire to the depredation of their goods, and often to the deftruction of their 
perfons. The-queen, who, tho” fhe was defended by the Tower, was terrified 
by the neighbourhood of fuch dangerous commotions, refolved to go by water to 
the caftle of Windfor; but as fhe approached the bridge, the populace aflembled 
againft her: The cry ran, drown the witch; and befides abufing her with» the 
moft fcurrilous language, and pelting her with rotten eggs and dirt, they had 
prepared: large ftones to fink her barge, when fhe fhould attempt to. fhoot the 
bridge ; and fhe was fo frightened that fhe returned to the T'ower'|. 


Tue violence and fury of Leicefter’s faction had rifen to fuch a height in all 
parts of England, that the King, unable to refift their power, was obliged to 
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fet on foot a treaty of peace ; and to make an accommodation with the barons on Ghap. XII. 
the moft difadvantageous terms *. He agreed to confirm anew the provifions of uns 
Oxford, even thofe which entirely annihilated the royal authority ; and the ba- 

rons were again re-inftated in the fovereignty of the kingdom. They reftored 
Hugh le D’efpenfer to the office of high jufticiary ; they appointed their own 
creatures fheriffs in every county of England; they took poffeffion of all the roy- 
al caftles and fortreffes ; they even named all the officers of the King’s houfhold ; 
and they fummoned a parliament to meet at Weftminfter, in order to fettle more 
fully their plan of government. They here produced a new lift of twenty four 
barons, to whom they propofed, that the adminiftration fhould be entirely com- 
mitted ; and they infifted, that the authority of this junto fhould continue, not 
only during the reign of the King, but alfo during that of prince Edward. 


i4th O&, 


Tuis prince, who was the life and foul of the royal party, had unhappily, be- 
fore the King’s accommodation with the barons, been taken prifoner by Leicefter 
ina parley at Windfor +; and this misfortune, more than any other incident, had 
determined Henry to fubmit to the ignominious conditions impofed-upon him: 
But having recovered his liberty by the treaty, Edward employed his activity 
in defence of the prerogatives of his family ; and he gained a large party even 
among thofe who had at firft adhered with the greateft zeal to the caufe of 
the barons. His coufin, Henry d’ Allmaine, Roger Bigod earl Marefhal, earl 
Warrenne, Humphrey Bohun earl of Hereford, John lord Baffet, Ralph Baffer, 
Hamon |’ Eftrange, Roger Mortimer, Henry de Piercy, Rovert de Brus, Ro- 
ger de Leyborne, with almoft all the Lords Marchers, as they were called, on the 
borders of Wales and Scotland, the moft warlike parts of the kingdom, declar- 
ed in favour of the royal caufe; and hoftilities, which were fearce well compofed,, 
were again renewed in every partof England, But the near balance of the parties, 
joined to the univerfal clamour of the ‘people, obliged the King and barons to 
open-anew the negotiations for peace; and it was agreed by both fides, to fub- 
mit the differences entirely to the arbitration of the King of France. f. 


Tuis virtuous prince, the only man, who, in. like circumftances, could fafe- Reference to 
ly have been.intrufted with fuch an authority by a neighbouring nation, had ne- the King of 
ver ceafed to interpofe his good offices between.the Englifh factions; and had eae 
even, during the fhort interval of peace, invited over to Paris both the King 
and the ear! of Leicefter, in-order to: accommodate the differences between them ; 
but found, that the fears and animofities on both fides, as well as the ambition of 
Leicefter, were fo violent, as to render all his endeavours ineffectual. But when 
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Chap. XII. ¢his folemn appeal, ratified by the oaths and fubfcriptions of the leaders in 
je each faction, was made to his judgment, he was not difcouraged from purfuing 
hi 


‘s honourable purpofe: He fummoned the ftates of France at Amiens ; and 


there, in the prefence of that affembly, as well as in. that of the King of Eng- 
land and Peter de Montfort, Leicefter’s fon, he brought this great caule to a trial 

1264. and examination. It appared to him, that the provifions of Oxford, even had 

they not been extorted by ‘force, had they not been fo exorbitant in their nature 
and fubverfive of the antient conftitution, were exprefsly eftablifhed as a tempo- 
rary expedient, and could not, without breach of truft, be rendered perpetual by 
the barons. He therefore annulled thele provifions ; reftored to the King the 
pofieffion of his caftles, aid the power of nomination to the great offices ; al- 
lowed him to retain what ‘oreigners he pleafed in his kingdom, and even to con- 
fer on them places of truft and dignity ; and in a word, re-eftablifhed the royal 
power on the fame footing, on which it ftood before the meeting of the famous 
parliament at Oxford, Bat while he thus fupprefled dangerous innovations, and 
preferved unimpaired the prerogatives of the Englifh crown, he was not negli- 
vent of the rights of the proples and befides ordering that a general amnefty fhould 
be granted for all paft ofences, ‘he declared that his award was not any wife 
meant to derogate from the privileges and liberties, which the nation enjoyed by 
any former conceffions of charters from the crown *. 

Tuis equitable fentence was no fooner known in England, than Leicefter and 
his confederates determired to reject it, and to have recourfe to arms, in order 
to procure to themfelves more fafe and advantageous conditions from the King ¥: 
Renewal of Without regard to his oiths and fubfcriptions, that enterprizing con{fpirator or- 
che civil wars: dered his two fons, Richird and Peter de Montfort, in conjunction with Robert 

de Ferrars, earl of Derby, to attack the city of Worcefter ; while Henry and Si- 
mon de Montfort, two cthers of his fons, affifted by the prince of Wales, were 
ordered to commit ravages on the eftate of Roger de Mortimer. He himfelf re- 
fided at London; and enploying as his inftrument, Fitz-Richard, the feditious 
mayor, who had violently and illegally prolonged his authority, he wrought up 
that city to the higheft ferment and agitation. The populace formed themfelves 
into bands and companies: Chofe leaders: Praétifed all military exercifes: 
Committed violence on ill the royalifts: And to give them greater countenance 

‘n their diforders, an afiyciation was entered into between the city and eighteen | 
great barons, never to make peace with the King but by common confent and 
approbation. At the head of thofe who fwore to maintain this affociation, were 
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At 
the earls of Leicefter, Glocefter and Derby, with le d’ Efpenfer, the chief jufti- 
ciary ; men who had all previoufly fworn to fubmit to the award of the French 
monarch, Their only pretence for this breach of faith, was, that the latter part 
of Lewis’s fentence was, as they affirmed, a contradiction to the former: He ra- 
tified the charter of liberties, yet annulled the provifions of Oxford; which were 
only calculated, as they maintained, to preferve that chaiter ; and without which; 
in their eftimation, they had no fecurity for its obfervarce. | 

Tue King and prince, finding a civil war inevitable, prepared themfelves for 
defence ; and fummoning the military vaflals from all qaarters, and being re-in- 
forced by Baliol, lord of Galloway, Brus lord of Amandale, Henry Piercy, 
John Comyn*, and other barons of the north, they conpofed aa army, formi- 
dable as well from its numbers, as its military prowef; and experience. The 
firft enterprize of the royalifts was the attack of Northampton ; which was de- 
fended by Simon de Montfort, with many of the princiyal barons of that party : 
And a breach being made in the walls by Philip Baffer, the place was carried by 
affault, and both the governor and the garrifon were made prifoners of war +. 
The royalifts marched thence to Leicefter and Nottingham, both which places 
opened their gates to thems and prince Edward proceeded with a detachment 
into Derby, in order to ravage with fire and fword the lands of the earl of that 
name, and take revenge on him for his difloyalty §.. Like maxims of war pre- 
vailed with both parties throughout England; and th: kingdom was thus ex- 
pofed in a moment to greater devaftation, from the arimofities of the rival ba- 
rons, than it would have fuffered from many years of foreign or even of domet- 
tic hoftilities, conducted by more humane and more gtnerous principles, 

Tue earl of Leicefter, mafter of London, and of the counties in the fouth eaft 
of England, formed the fiege of Rochefter |, which alene held for the King in 
thofe parts, and which, befides earl Warrenne, the governor, was garrifoned by 
many noble and powerful barons of the royal party. The King and prince haf- 
tened from Nottingham, where they were then quart:rred, to the relief of the 
place; and on their approach, Leicefter raifed the fiege and retreated to Lon- 
don, which, being the center of his power, he was a‘tad, might, in his abfence, 
fall into the King’s hands, either by force, or by a‘ceriefpondence with the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, who were all of them fecretly inclinel to the royal caufe. Re- 
inforced by a body of 15000 citizens, and having fummoned his partizans from 


* Rymer, vol. 1. p. 772. M. Weft. p. 385. Ypod. Neutt. p. 460. 
60. W. Heming, p. 581. Chron. Dunft. p. 367. M. Weft. p. 385. { Chron. T. Wykes. p. 
60. Knyghton, p. 2447. § M. Weft. p. 38>. | M. Paris, p. 669. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 61. 
+ W. Heming, p. 582. Chron, Dunit, vol. 1. p. 369. 
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hap. XU, all quarters, he thought himfelf ftrong enough to hazard a general battle with 
1204. the royalifts, and. to determine the fate of the nation in one orect engagement s. 
which if it proved fuccefsful, mutt be decifive againft the King, vho had no re- 
treat to his broken troops in thofe parts ; while Leicefter himfelf in cafe of any fi- 
nifter accident, could eafily take fhelter inthe city. To give the better colour- 
ing to his.caufe,. he previoufly fent a meflage with conditions of peace to Henry, 
fabmiffive in the language, but exorbitant in the demands * ; and when the mei- 
fenger returned with the lye and defiance from the King,. the frince,. and the: 
King of the Romans, he fent a new: meffage,. renouncing, in the same of himfelf 
and of the affociated barons, all fealty and allegiance to Henry. He then march- 
ed out of the city with his army, divided into four bodies: The firft comman- 
ded by his two fons, Henry and Guy de Mountfort, with Hunphrey de Bo- 
hun, earl of Hereford, who had deferted to the barons; the fecond led by the 
earl of Glocefter, with William de Montchefney and John Fitz-Jehn ; the third, 
compofed of Londoners, under the. command of Nicholas: de Segrave: The 
fourth headed by himfelf in perfon. The bifhop of Chichefter gare a general ab- 
folution to the army,. accompanied with affurances, that, if any of them fell in 
the a@tion,. they would infallibly be received into heaven, ,as the.;eward of. their: 
fuffering in fo meritorious a.caufe!’. 


Battle of Lercesrer, who pofiefied great: talents for war, conduéted lis march with: 
as fach fkill and fecrecy, that he had well nigh furprized the royalifls in their quar- 


-rs at Lewes in Suffex: But the promptitude of prince Edwarc foon repaired 
this negligence ; and he led out the King’s army to the field in three bodies. He 
himfe!f conducted the van, attended by. earl Warrenne and William de Valence: 
The main body was commanded by the King of the Romans andhis fon Henry :: 
The King himfelf was placed in the rear at the head of his principal nobility.. 
Prince Edward rufhed upon the Londoners, who had demandedthe poft of ho- 
nour in leading the rebel army, but who, from their want of difcipline and ex- 
perience, were ill qualified to refift the gentry and military men, of whom the- 
prince’s body were compofed, They were broke in an inftant ;.were chafed off - 
the field of battle; and Edward, tranfported by his: martial ardour, and eager to: 
xevenge the infolence of the Londoners againft.his mother, ‘pit them to the 
fword for the leseth of four miles, without giving them any quarte, .and without: 
reflecting on the fate, which in the mean while attended the re{t of the army. The 
earl of Leicefter feeing the royalifts thrown into confufion by thir eagernefs in 
purfuit and plunder, led on his remaining troops againit the bodes commanded: 


*M. Paris, p. 669. W. Heming, p. 583. + M. Paris, p. 670. Chron T. Wykes, p. 62. 
W. Heming. p. 533. M. Welt. p. 387, Ypod. Neuf, p, 469, H. Knyghton;:p. 2,50.) 
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by the two royal brothers: He defeated with great flaughter the forces led by the 
King of the Romans ; and that monarch was obliged to yield ! 
the pee of Glocefter: He penetrated to the body, where the King himfeif was 
placed, threw it into diforder, purfued his advantage, chaced it into the town o 
Lewes, and obliged Henry to furrender himfelf prifoner *. 


a hemell prinoner to 


=F 


Prince Edward, returning to the field of battle from his precipitate purfu it 
of the Londoners, was aftonifhed to find it covered with the dead bodies of his 
friends, and ftill more to hear that his father and uncle were defeated and take: 
prifoners, and that Arundel, Comyn, Brus, Hamon I’ Eftrange, Roger Ley- 
borne, and all the confiderable barons of his party, were in the hands of the victo- 
rious enemy. Earl Warrenne, Hugh Bigod, and William de Valence, ftruck. 
with defpair at this event, immediately took to flight, hurried to Pevencey, and 
made their efcape beyond fea: But the prince, intrepid amidit the greateft dif- 
afters, exhorted his troops to revenge the death of their friends, to relieve the 
royal captives, and to {natch an eafy conqueft from an enemy, difordered by 
their own victory t+. He found his followers intimidated by their fituation, while 
Leicefter, afraid of a fudden and violent blow from the prince, amufed him by 
a pretence of negotiation, till he was able to recall his troops aba m the purfuit, 


and to bring them into order§. ‘There now appeared no farther refource to the 


royal party ; furrounded by the armies and garrifons of Ast enemy, deftitute of 
forage and provifions, and deprived of their fovereign, as well as of all their 
principal leaders, who could alone infpirit them to an obftinate refiftance. Th 
prince, therefore, was obliged to fubmit to Leicetter’s terms, which were fhor 

and fevere, agreeable to the fuddenneh and neceffity of the fituation. He Riaslaied, 
that he and Henry d’ Allmain fhould furrender themfelves prifoners as pledges in 
the place of the two Kings; that all other prifoners on both fides fhould be re- 
leafed |}; and that in order to fettle fully the terms of agreement, applications 
fhould be made to the King of France, that he fhould name fix Frenchmen, 
three prelates and three noblemen: Thefe fix to choofe two others of their own 
country: And thefe two to choofe one Englifhman, who, in conjunction with 
themfelves, were to be invefted by both parties with full powers to make what 
regulations they thought proper for the fettlement of the kingdom. The prince 
and young Henry accordingly delivered themfelves into Leicefter’s hands, who 
fent them under a guard to Dover caftle. Such are the terms of agreement, 
commonly called the Mi/e of Lewes, from an obfolete French term of that 


= 
~~ 
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meaning: For it appears, that all the gentry and nobility of England, who dif- 
dained the language of their native country, made familiar ufe of the French, till: 
this period, and for fome time after. | 


Leicesrer, had no fooner obtained this great advantage, and got the whole 
royal family in his power, than he openly violated every article of the treaty, 
and aéted as fole mafter, and even tyrant of the kingdom. He ftill detained the 
King in effect a prifoner, and made ufe of that prince’s authority to purpofes 
the moft prejudicial to his interefts, and the moft oppreffive of his people *. He 
every where difarmed the royalifts, and kept all his own partizans in. a military: 
pofture +: He obferved the fame partial conduct in the delivery of the captives, 
and even threw many of the royalifts into prifon befide thofe who were taken: 
ip the battle of Lewes: He carried the King from place to place, and obliged 
all the royal caftles, under pretence of Henry’s commands, to receive a gover- 
nor and garrifon of his own appointment: All the officers of the crown and of 
the houfehold were named by him; and the whole authority, as well-as arms of 
the ftate, was lodged in his hands: He inftituted in.the counties a new kind of 
magiftracy, endowed with new and arbitrary, powers, that of confervators of the 
peace {: His rapacious avarice appeared. barefaced to the whole nation, and. 
were fufficient to make us queltion the greatnefs of his ambition, at leaft the 
largenefs of his mind; if we had not reafon to. think, that he intended to employ: 
his unbounded acquifitions as the inftruments for acquiring farther power and. 
grandeur. He feized no lefs than the eftates of eighteen barons as his fhare of 
the fpoil gained in the battle of Lewes: He engroffed to himfelf the ranfom of: 
all the prifoners; and told his barons, with a wanton infolence, that it was fuf- 
ficient for them, that he had faved them by that victory from the forfeitures and: 
attainders, which hung over them §: He even treated the earl of Glocefter in the: 
fame injurious manner, and turned to his own profit the ranfom of the King of 
the Romans, who had in the field of battle, furrendered himfelf to that noble- 
man. Henry, his eldeft fon, made a monopoly of all the wool of the kingdom, 
the only valuable commodity for foreign markets which it at that time pro-. 
duced |]. The inhabitants of. the cinque-ports, during the prefent diffolution of 
government, betook themfelves. to the moft licentious piracy, made a prey of 
the fhips of all nations, threw the mariners into the fea, and by thefe practices 
foon banifhed all merchants from the Englith coafts and harbours. Every fo- 
reign commodity rofé to an exorbitant price ; and wooljen cloaths, which the 

* Rymer, vol. 1. p. 790; 791, &c. 
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Englith had not then the art of dying, were worn by them white, and without 
receiving the laft hand of the manufacturer. In anfwer to the complaints which 
arofe on this occafion, Leicefter replied, that the kingdom could well enough 
fubfift within itfelf, and needed no intercourfe with foreigners. And it was 
found, that he even combined with the pyrates of the cinque ports, and received 
as his fhare the third of their prizes *. | 

No farther mention was made of the reference to the King of France, fo effen- 
tial an. article in the agreement of Lewes; and Leicefter fummoned a parliament, 
compofed altogether of his own partizans, in order to rivet, by their authority, 
that power which he had acquired by fo much violence, and which he ufetl 
with fo much tyranny and injuftice. An ordinance was there paffed, to which 


the King’s confent had been. previoufly extorted, that every. act of royal - 


power fhould be exercifed by a council of nine perfons, who were to be chofen 
and removed by the majority. of three, Leicefter himfelf, the earl of Glocefter, 
and the bifhop of Chichefter -f. By this intricate plan.of government, the fcepter 
was really put into Leicefter’s hands ;, as he had the entire direction of the bifhop 
of Chichefter, and thereby commanded all the refolutions of the council of three, 
who could appoint or difcard at pleafure every member of the fupreme council. 
Bur it was impofflible that things could long remain in this ftrange fituation. 
It behoved Leicefter either to defcend with fome danger into the rank of a fubjeét, 
or to mount up with no:lefs into that: of afovereign.; and his exorbitant ambition, 
unreftrained by any fear or principle, gave too much reafon to fufpect him of the 
latter intention, Mean while, he was expofed to anxiety from every quarter ; 
and felt that the fmalleft incident was capable of overturning that immenfe and 
ill cemented fabric, which he had reared. The Queen, whom her hufband had 
left abroad, had collected in foreign parts an army of defperate adventurers, and 
had affembled a great number of fhips, with a view of invading the kingdom, 
and of bringing relief to her unfortunate family. Lewis, detefting Leicefter’s 
ufurpations and perjuries, and difgufted by the refufal of the Englith barons, to 
fubmit to his award, favoured all her enterprizes, and was generally believed to 
be making preparations for the fame~purpofe. An Englifh army, by the pre- 
tended authority of the captive King, was aflembled on the fea coaft to oppofe 
this projected invafion +; but Leicefter owed his fecurity more to crofs winds, 
which long detained and at laft diffipated and broke the Queen’s fleet, than to 


* Chron. T. Wykes, p. 65. f Rymer, vol. 1. p.793. Brady’s App. N°. 213. 4 Brady’s 
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any tefiftance, which, in their prefent fituation, could be expected from the 
Englifh *. ‘ 

Leicester found himfelf better able ‘to refit the fpiritual thunders, which 
were levelled again{t him. The Pope, ftill adhering to the King’s caufe againtt 
the barons, difpatched cardinal Guido as his legate into England, with orders to 
excommunicate the three earls, Leicefter, Glocefter, and Norfolk, by name, and 
all others in general, who concurred in the oppreffion and captivity of their fo- 
vereign +. Leicefter menaced the legate with death, if he fet his foot within the 
kingdom; but Guido, meeting in France the bifhops of Winchefter, London, and 
Worcefter, who had been fent thicher on a negociation, commanded them, under 
the penalty of ecclefiaftical cenfures, to carry his bull into England, and to pub- 
lith it againft the barons. When the prelates arrived off the coaft, they were 
boarded by the pyratical mariners of the cinque ports, to whom probably they 
gave a hint of the cargo, which they brought along with them: The bull was 
torn and thrown into the fea; which furnifhed the artful prelates with a plaufible 
excufe for not obeying the orders of the legate f. Leicefter appealed from Guido 
to the Pope in perfon 5 but before his ambafladors could reach Rome to defend 
his caufe, the Pope was dead, and they found the legate himfelf, from whom 
they had appealed, feated on the papal throne, under the name of Urban IV. 
That daring leader was no wife difmayed with this event ; and as he found that 
a great part of his popularity in England was founded on his oppofition to Rome, 
which was now become odious, he perfifted with the more obftinacy in the pro- 
fecution of his meafures. 


Tuart he might both encreafe, and turn to advantage his popularity, Leicefter 
fummoned a new parliament in London, where he knew his power was uncon- 
trolable; he fixed this affembly on a more democratical bafis, than any which 
had ever been fummoned fince the foundation of the Englifh monarchy. Befides 
the barons of his own party, and feveral ecclefiattics, who were not immediate 
tenants of the crown ; he ordered returns to be made of two knights from every 
hire, and what is more remarkable, of deputies from the burowghs, which had 
always in former ages been efteemed of too meana rank to be allowed a place in 
the national councils §. This period is commonly efteemed the epoch of the 
houfe of commons of England ; and it is certainly the firft time, that mention is 
made by hiftorians of any reprefentatives fent to parliament by the boroughs. In 


# Chron. Mailr. p. 226. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 63. + Rymer; vol. 1. p. 7G8: . Chron. 
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all the general accounts given in preceding times of parliaments, the nobility and 
barons are only fpoke of by hiftorians as the conftituent members ; and even in 
the moft particular narratives delivered of parliamentary tranfactions, as in the 
trial of Thomas a Becket, where the events of each day, and almoft of each 
hour, are carefully recorded by contemporary authors *, there is not, throughout 
the whole, the leaft appearance of a houfe of commons. But tho’ that houfe de- 
rived its firft-exiftence from fo precarious and even fo invidious an origin as Let-- 
cefter’s ufurpation, it proved foon, when fummoned by the legal princes, one of 
the moft ufeful, and, in procefs of time, one of the moft powerful members of 
the national conftitution; and gradually refcued the kingdom from ariftocratical 


as well as from regal tyranny. But Leicefter’s policy, if we muft afcribe to him: 
fo great a bleffing, only forwarded by fome years an inftitution, for which. the. 


general ftate of things had already prepared the nation; and it is otherwife incon- 
ceivable, that a plant, fet by fo:inaufpicious a hand, could have attained to fo vi- 
gorous a growth, and have flourifhed in the midft of fuch tempefts and convul- 


fions. The feudal fyftem,. with which the liberty, much more the power of the 


commons, was totally incompatible, began gradually to decline; and both King 
and people, who felt its inconveniences, contributed to favour this new power, 
which was more fubmifiive than the barons to the regular authority of the crown, 
and at the fame time afforded protection to the inferior orders of the ftate. 
Leicester, having thus aflembled a parliament of his own model, and truft- 
ing to the attachment of the populace of London, feized the opportunity of 
crufhing his rivals among the powerful barons. Robert de Ferrars, earl of Derby, 
was accufed in the King’s name, feized, and committed to cuftody, without be- 
ing brought to any legal trial +, John Gifford, menaced with the fame fate, fled 
from London, and took fhelter in the marches of Wales. Even the earl of Glo-« 
cefter, whofe power and influence had fo-much contributed to the fuccefs of the 
barons, but who was of late extremely difgufted by Leicefter’s arbitrary and in- 
folent conduct, who engroiled the whole power of the party, found himfelf in 
danger from the prevailing authority of his antient confederate; and he retired 


from parliament {.. This known divifion among the leaders, gave courage to all: 


Leicefter’s enemies and to the King’s friends ;- who were now {ure of prote@ion 


} = r 5 . ‘ 
from fo potent a leader.. Tho’ Roger Mortimer, Hamon L’eftranee, and other’ 


powerful marchers of. Wales, had been: oblized to leave the kingdom, their au- 
thority {till remained over the territories fubjected to their jurifdiGtion 
were many others who were difpofed to give difturbance to the new government, 


* Fitz-Stephen Hitt Quadrip. Hoveden, &e + Chron. T, Wykes, p. 66. Ann. Waverl. 
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Chap. XII. The animofities, infeparable from the feudal ariftocracy, broke out with fuck 
1265. £694 violence, and threatened the kingdom with new convulfions and diforders. 
Tue earl of Leicefter, furrounded with thefe difficulties, embraced a meafure, 
from which he propofed to reap fome prefent advantages, but which proved in 
the end the fource of all his future calamities. The active and intrepid prince 
Edward had languifhed in prifon ever fince the fatal battle of Lewes; and being 
extremely popular in the kingdom, there arofe a general defire of feeing him 
again reftored to liberty *. As Leicefter found, that he could with difficulty” 
eppofe the concurring wifhes of the nation, he ftipulated with the prince, that 
in return, he fhould order his adherents to deliver up to the barons, all their 
caftles, particulary thofe on the borders of Wales; and fhould fwear neither ta 
depart the kingdom during three years, nor introduce into it any foreign forces {- 
The King took an oath to the fame effeét, and he alfo paffed a charter, in which 
he confirmed the agreement or mife of Lewis; and even permitted his fubjects to 
rife in arms againtt him, if he fhould ever attempt to infringe it fT. So little care 
had Leicefter taken, tho’ he conftantly made ufe of the authority of this captive 
prince, to preferve to him any appearance of royalty or kingly prerogatives. 
vith March. Iw confequence of this treaty, prince Edward was brought into Weftmintfter- 
hall, and was declared free by the barons: But inftead of really recovering his 
liberty, as he had vainly expected, he found, that the whole tranfaction was a 
fraud on the part of Leicefter ; that he ftill continued a prifoner at large, and 
was ftrictly guarded by the emiffaries of that nobleman ; and that while the fac- 
tion reaped all the benefit from the performance of his part of the treaty, care 
was taken thathe himfelf fhould enjoy no advantage by it. -As Glocefter, on 
his rupture with the barons, had retired for fafety to his eftates on the borders 
of Wales; Leicefter followed him with an army to Hereford §, continued ftill 
to menace and negotiate, and that he might add authority to his caufe, he car- 
ried both the King and prince along with him. The earl of Glocefter here con- 
cetted with ycung Edward the manner of that prince's efcape. He found 
means to convey to him a horfe of an extraordinary fwiftnefs ; and appointed 
Roger Mortimer, who had returned into the kingdom, to be ready at hand with 
a$th May. a fmall party to receive the prince, and to guard him to a place of fafety. Ed- 
ward pretended to take the air with fome of Leicefter’s retinue, who were his 
guards ; and making matches between their horfes, after he thought he had tired 
and blown them fufficiently, he fuddenly mounted Glocefter’s horfe, called to his 


* Knyghton, p. 2451. + Ann. Waverl. p. 216. + Blackerton’s Mag. Charta, p- 
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attendants, that he had long enough enjoyed the pleafure of their company, and Chap. XII. 
now bid them adieu. They followed him for fome fpace, without being able to ers: 
overtake him; and the appearance of Mortimer with his company put an end to 
their purfuit *. ‘ 
Tue royalifts, fecretly prepared for this happy event, immedistely flew to arms; 
and the joy of this gallant prince’s delivery, the oppreffions under which the 
nation laboured, the expectation of a new fcene of affairs, and the countenance 
of the earl of Glocefter, procured Edward an army which Leicefter was utterly 
unable to withftand+. This nobleman found himfelf in a remote quarter of the 
kingdom, furrounded by his enemies, barred of all communication with his 
friends by the Severne, whofe bridges Edward had broke down {, and obliged 
to fight the caufe of his party under fuch multiplied difadvaniages. In this ex- 
tremity he wrote to his fon, Simon de Montfort, to haften from London with an 
army for his relief; and Simon had advanced to Kenilworth, with that view; 
where fancying that all Edward’s force and attention were diretted againft his fa- 
ther, he lay perfeétly fecure and unguarded. But the prince, making a fudden 
and forced march, furprized him in his camp, diffipated his army, and took the 
earl of Oxford, and many other noblemen prifoners, almoft without refiftance §. 
Leicefter, ignorant of his fon’s fate, pafled the Severne in boa:s during Edward’s 
abfence, and lay at Evefham, in expectation of being every hour joined by his 
friends from London: When the prince, who made profit cf every favourable patie of Eve- 
moment, appeared in the field before him. Edward made abody of his troops fham, and 
advance from the road which led to Kenilworth, and ordered them to carry the — el ote 
banners taken from Simon’s army; while he himfelf, makinga circuit with the 4th Augut. 
reft of his army, propofed to attack the enemy from the other quarter ||. Lei- 
cefter was long deceived by this ftratagem, and took one divifion of Edward’s 
army for-his friends ; but at laft, perceiving his miftake, and obferving the great 
fuperiority and excellent difpofition of the royalifts, he exclaimed, that they had 
learned from him their military order; adding, ‘* The Lord have mercy on our 
<¢ fouls: for I fee our bodies are the prince’s |.” The battle immediately began, 
tho’ on very unequal terms. Leicefter’s army, by living in the mountains of 
_ Wales without bread, which was not then much ufed among the inhabitants *, 
had been extremely weakened by ficknefs and defertion, and was foon broke by 


* M. Paris, p. 672. Chron. T. Wykes, p.g7. Ann. Waverl. p. 218. W. Heming, p. 585. 
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the vitorious royalifts ; while his Welfh allies, accuftomed to a defultory kind of 
ly took. to flight, and were purfued with great laughter *. Lei- 
cefter himflf, afking for quarter, was fain in the heat of the action, with his: 
eldeft fon Henry, Hugh le d’Efpenfer, and about one hundred and fixty knights, 
her gentlemen of his party. ‘The old King had been purpofely placed 
by the rebels in the front of the battle; and’being clad in armour, and thereby 
not known by his friends, he received an wound, and was in danger of his life: 
But crying out, Jam Henry of Winchefter, sour king, he was faved ;, and put in 
a place of fecurity by his fon, who flew to his afliftance 7. 

Tue violence, ingratitude, tyranny, rapacity, and treachery of the earl of 
Leicefter, give a very bad idea of his moral character, and make us regard 
his death, as the mot happy event, which, in this conjuncture, could have hap- 

Enelith nation: Yet muft we allow the man to have pofieffed great 
abilities, and the appearance of great virtues, who, tho’ a ftranger, could, at a. 
time when ftrangers were the moft odious, and the moft univerfally decried,. 
have acquired fo.extenfive an intereft in the kingdom, and have fo nearly paved’ 
his way to the throne itfelf. His military capacity, and his political craft, were 
equally eminent: He poffefied the talents both of governing men and conducting, 
bufines = And tho’ his ambition was boundlefs, it feems neither to have exceeded 
his courage nor his genius ; and he had'the happinefs of making the low popu-. 
lace, as well as the haughty barons, co-operate towards the fuccefs of his felfifh and 
dangerous purpofes. A prince of greater ability and vigour than Henry might. 
have directed the talents of this nobleman either to the exaltation of his throne, 
er to the good of his people: But the advantages given.to Leicefter, by the: 
weak and variable adminiltration of the King, brought on the ruin of royal au- 
thority, and produced infinite confufions inthe kingdom, which indeed in the end: 
preferved and extremely improved the national liberty and conftitution. His popu- 
Yarity, even after his death, continued fo great, that, tho” excommunicated by. 
Rome,. the people believed him to be a faint ;. and many miracles were faid to be- 
wrought upon his tomb:f. 

Tue victory of. Evefham, with the death of Leicefter, proved decifive in fas 
vour of the royalifts, and made an equal, tho’ a very oppofite impreffion on friends. 
and enemies, inevery part of England. The King of the Romans recovered his- 
liberty : The other prifoners of the royal party were not only freed, but courted, 
by their keepers: Fitz-Richard, the feditious mayor of London, who had marked | 
out forty.of the moft wealthy citizens for. laughter, immediately ftopped_his hand : 
on receiving naws of this greatevent: And almoft all the caftles garrifoned by. 


war, immediate 


and m any of 


pened to the 


# Knyghton, p. 2453. + Chran.de Mailr. p, 232. W: Heming. p. 587. J Chron, de Mailr. Pp» 234s 
4 the. 


the barons, haftened to make their fubmiffions and to open their gates to the Kings Chap. XT® 
The ifle of Axholme alone, and that of Ely, trufting to the ftrength of their fi-  '?°5- 
tuation, ventured to make refiftance ; but were at laft reduced, as well as the 
caftle of Dover, by the valour and activity of prince Edward*. Adam de 
Gourdon, a courageous baron, maintained himfelf fome time in the forefts of — 1266. 
Hampthire, committed depredations on the neighbourhood, and obliged the 
prince to lead a body of troops into that country againit him. Edward at- 
tacked the camp of the rebels; and being tranfported by the ardour of action, 
leapt over the trench with a few followers, and encountered Gourdon himfelf 
The victory was long difputed between thefe valiant combat- 

re 


ily 


in fingle combat. 
tants; but ended at laft in the prince’s favour, who wounded his antagoni 


threw him’ from his horfe, and took him prifoner. He not only granted him 
his life; but introduced him that very night to the queen at Guilford, procur- 
ed him his pardon, reftored him to his eftate, received him into favour, and was 


ever after very faithfully ferved by him y. 

A total victory of the fovereign over fo extenfive a- rebellion commonly pro- 
duces a revolution of government, and ftrengthens, as well as enlarges, for fome 
time, the prerogatives of the crown: Yet no facrifices of national liberty were 
made on this occafion ; the great charter remained {till inviolate ; and the King, x 
fenfible that his own barons, by whofe affiftance alone he had prevailed, were no 
lef jealous of their independance than the other party, feems thenceforth to have 
more carefully abftained from all thofe exertions of arbitrary power, which had 
afforded fo plaufible a pretence to the rebels, The clemency of this victory is 
alfo remarkable: No blood was fhed on the feaffold : Noattainders, except of the 
Mountfort family, were executed: And tho’ a parliament, aflembled at Win- 
chefter, forfeited all thofe, who had borne arms againft the King, eafy compofi- 
tions were made with them for their lands {3 and the highett fum, levied on the 
motft notorious offenders, exceeded not five years rent of their eftate. Even the 
eatl of Derby, who again rebelled, after having been patdoned and reftored to 
his fortune, was obliged to pay only feven years rent, and was a fecond time re- 
ftored. The mild difpofition of the King, and the prudence of the prince, tem+ 

ered the infolence of victory, and gradually reftored order to the feveral mem- 
bers of the ftate, disjointed by fo long a continuance of civil wars and com. 
motions. 

Tue city of London, which had carried fartheft the rage and animofity againft 
the King, and which feemed determined to ftand upon its defence after almoft 

* M. Paris, p. 676. W. Heming, p. 588. + M, Paris, p. 675, + M, Paris, p. 675. 


H 2 all 








52 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 





Chap. Xl. all the kingdom had fubmitted, was, after fome interval, reftored to moft of its li- 
berties and privileges, and Fitz Richard, the mayor, who had been guilty of fo much 
illegal violence, was only punifhed by ‘ine and imprifonment. ‘The countefs of | 
Leicefter, the King’s fifter, who had been extremely forward in all attacks on 
the royal family, was difmiffed the kingdom with her two fons, Simon and Guy *, 
who proved very ungrateful for this lerity. Five years afterwards, they afiaffi- 
nated, at Viterbo in Italy, their coufin Henry d’ Allmaine, who at that very time 
was endeavouing to make their peace with the King; and by taking fanctuary in 
the church of the Francifcans, they efceped the punifhment due to fo great an 
enormity 7}. : | 









































THz merits of the earl of Glocefter, after he returned to his allegiance, had 
been fo great, in reftoring the prince to his liberty, and affifting him in his vic- 
tories againft the rebellious barons, that it was almoft impoffible to content him 
in his demands; and his youth and temerity, as well as his great power, tempt- 
ed him, on fome new difguft, to raife again the flames of rebellion in the king- 
dom. The mutinous populace of London, at his inftigation, took to arms; and 
the prince was obliged to collect an army of 30,000 men, in order to fupprefs 
themt. Even this fecond rebellion did not provoke the King to any atts of 
cruelty ; and the earl of Glocefter hmfelf efcaped with a total impunity. He 
was only obliged to enter into a boad of 20,000 marks, that he never again 
would be guilty of rebellion §: A ftrenge method of enforcing the laws, and a 
a proof of the dangerous independance of the barons in thofe ages! Thefe potent 
i nobles were, from the danger of the example, averfe to the execution of the 
Ki) aa ‘ laws of forfeiture and felony againft any of their brethren; tho’ they could not 
with a good grace refufe to concur in obliging them to fulfill any voluntary con- 
traét and engagement, into which they had entered. 


3267. 
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1270. Tue prince, finding the ftate of the kingdom tolerably compofed, was fe- 
duced, by his avidity for glory, and by the prejudices of the age, as well as by 
the earneft follicitations of the King of France, to undertake an expedition againft 
the infidels in the Holy Land ||; and he endeavoured previoufly to fettle the 
ftate in fuch a manner, as to dread no bad effeéts from his abfence. As the dan- 
gerous power and turbulent difpofition of the earl of Glocefter gave him appre- 
henfions, he infifted on carrying him along with him, in confequence of a vow, 


* Chron. T. Wykes, p- 72. + Rymer, vol. 1. p. 870. vol. 2. p. 4,5. Chron. T. Wykes, 
p. 94. W. Heming. p. 589. Trevet, p. 240. t Chron, T. Wykes, p. 79- § Chron. T. 
Wykes, p. 81. | M. Paris, p. 677. 

I : 


which 


BeBe N eRe Ys A. 53 

which that nobleman had made to undertake the fame voyage ; and in the mean Chap. XIL- 
time, he obliged him to refign fome of his caftles, and to enter into a new home: nar 
not to difturb the peace of the kingdom *. He failed from England with an ar- 

my ; and arrived in Lewis’s camp before Tunis in Africa, where he found that 

great monarch already dead, from the intemperance of the climate and the fa- 

tigues of his enterprize. The great and only weaknefs of this prince was his 
imprudent zeal for Croifades ; but it was this prepoffeffion chiefly that procured 

him from the clergy the title of St. Lewis, by which he is known in the French 

hiftory ; and if that appellation had not been fo extremely proftituted by the Ro- 

mith church, as to become rather a term of reproach, he feems, by his uniform 

probity and goodnefs, as well as his piety, to have fully merited the title. He 

was fucceeded by his fon, Philip, denominated the Hardy ; a prince of fome 

merit, tho” much inferior to that of his father. 


Prince Edward, not difcouraged by this event, continued his voyage to the 127%. 
Holy Land, where he fignalized himfelf by acts of valour: Revived the glory 
of the Englifh name in thofe parts: And ftruck fuch terror into the Saracens, 
that they employed an affaffin to murder him, who wounded him in the arm, but 
perifhed in the attempt +. Mean while, his abfence from England was attended 
with many of thofe pernicious confequences, which had been dreaded from it. 
The laws were not executed: The barons oppreffed the common people with 
impunity {: They gave fhelter on their eftates to bands of robbers, whom they 
employed in committing ravages on the eftates of their enemies: The populace 
of London returned to their ufual licentioufnefs: And the old King, unequal to 
the burthen of government, called aloud for his gallant fon to return §, and to 
affift. him in {waying that fcepter, which was ready to drop from his feeble and 
uncertain hands. At laft, overcome by the cares of government, and the infir- éth Nave 
mities of age, he vifibly declined, and he expired at St. Edmondfbury in the 64th Death 
year of his age, and 56th of his reign; the longeft reign which 1s to be met with 
in the Englifh annals. His brother, the King of the Romans (for he never at- 
tained the title of emperor) died about feven months before him. . 


Tue moft obvious circumftances of Henry the third’s character is his incapa- and charaéter 
city for government, which rendered him as much a prifoner in the hands of his meses! 
own minifters and favourites, and as little at his own difpofal, as when detained 
a captive in the hands of his enemies. From this fource, rather than from infin- 
cerity or treachery, arofe his negligence in obferving his promifes ; and he was 


* Chron. T. Wykes, p. go. + M. Paris, p. 678, 679, W. Heming, p, §20. ¢ Chron. 
Dunit. vol. 1. p. 404. § Rymer, vol. 1, p. 869. M. Paris, p. 678. 
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too eafily induced, for the fake of prefent convenience, to facrifice the lafting advan- 
tages arifing from the truft and confidence of his people. Hence were derived his 
profufion to favourites, his attachment to ftrangers, the variablenefs of his conduct, 
his hafty-refentments, and his fudden forgivenefs and return of affection. _ In- 
ftead of reducing the dangerous power of his nobles, by obliging them to obferve 
the laws towards their inferiors, and fetting them the falutary example in his 
own government; he was feduced to imitate their conduct, and to make his ar- 
bitrary will, or rather that of his minifters, the rule of his actions. Inftead of 
accommodating himfelf, by a ftrict frugality, to the embarrafled fituation in which 
his revenue had been left, by the military expeditions of his uncle, the diffipa- 
tions of his father, and the ufurpations of the barons; he was tempted to le- 
vy money by irregular exactions, which, without inriching himfelf, impoverifh- 
ed, at leaft difgufted his people. Of all men, nature feemed leaft to have fitted 
him for being a tyrant ; yet are there inftances of oppreffion in his reign, which, 
tho’ derived from the precedents left him by his predecefiors, had been carefully 
euarded againft by the great charter, and are inconfiftent with all rules of good 
government. And on the whole, we may fay, that greater abilities with his 
good difpofitions, would have prevented him from falling into his faults; or 
with worfe difpofitions, would have enabled him to maintain and defend them. 
Tus prince was noted for his piety and devotion, and his regular attendance : 
on public worfhip ; and a faying of his on that head is much celebrated by an- 
tient writers. He was engaged in a difpute with Lewis IX. of France, concern- 
ing the preference between fermons and maffes: He maintained the fuperiority of 
the latter, and affirmed, that he would rather have one hour’s converfation with 
a friend, than hear twenty the moft elaborate difcourfes, pronounced in praife of 


him *. 


Henry left two fons, Edward his fucceffor, and Edmond earl of Lancafter ; 
and two daughters, Margaret queen of Scotland, and Beatrix, dutchefs of Brit- 
tanny. He had five other children, who died in their infancy. 


Mifcellaneous THe following are the moft remarkable laws enacted during this reign. There 
tranfaftions of had been great difputes between the civil and ecclefiaftical courts about baftar- 


this reign. 


dy. The common law had deemed all thofe baftards who were born before 
wedlock: By the canon law they were ligitimate: And when any difpute of in- 
heritance arofe, it had been formerly ufual for the civil courts to iffge writs to 
the fpiritual, directing them to enquire into the legitimacy of the perfon, The 
bifhop always returned an anfwer agreeable to the canon law, tho’ contrary to 


* Walling. Edw. 1. p. 43. 
the 
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the municipal law of the kingdom. | For this reafon, the civil courts had chang- 
ed the nature of their writ, and inftead of requiring the fpiritual courts to en- 
quire concerning the legitimacy of the perfon, they only propofed the fimple quef- 
tion of faét, whether he was born before or after the marriage. The prelates 
complained of this practice to the parliament affembled at Merton in the twen- 
tieth of this King, and defired that the civil Jaw might be rendered conformable 
to the canon: But received from all the nobility the memorable reply-: Nolumus 
leges Anglia mutare: We will not change the Jaws of England *. 

Arter the civil wars,. the parliament, fummoned:at Marlebridge, gave their 
approbation to moft of the ordinances, which had been enacted by the reforming 
barons, and which, tho’ advantageous to the fecurity of the people,- had not re- 
ceived the fanction of.a proper authority. Among other laws, it was there en- 
acted, that all appeals from the courts of inferior lords fhould be carried directly 
to the King’s courts,- without pafling thro’ the courts of the lords immediately 
fuperior ¢.- It was ordained that money-fhould bear no-intereft during the mino- 
rity of the creditor }... This law-was very reafonable, as theeftates of minors were 
always in the hands of their lords, and the creditors could not pay intereft where 
they had no revenue. The charter of King John had granted this indulgence : 
It was omitted in that of Henry III. for what reafon is unknown; but it was 
renewed in the ftatute of Marlebridge.. Moft of the other articles of this ftatute 
are calculated to reftrain the oppreffions. of fheriffs, and the violences and iniqui-~ 
ties committed in diftraining cattle and other goods. Cattle and the inftruments 
of hufbandry compofed at that time the chief riches of the people. 


In the 35th.year of this King an affize was fixed of bread, the price of which: 
was fettled,. according to the different prices of corn, from one fhilling a quar- 


ter to feven fhillings and fix pence §. Thefe great variations alone area proof of 


bad tillage: Yet did the prices often rife much higher, than any taken notice of 
bythe laws. The Chronicle of Dunftable tells us, that in this reign, wheat was 
once fold fora mark, nay for a pound a quarter; that is, three pounds of our 
prefent money |. The fame law affords us a proof of the little communication 
between the parts of the kingdom, .by remarking the very different prices which 
the fame commodity bore at the fame-time. A-brewer, fays the ftatuce, may 
fell two gallons of ale for a penny in cities; and three or four gallons for the fame 
price inthe country. At prefent, fuch commodities, by the great confumpt of the 





people, and the great ftocks of the brewers, are rather cheapeit in cities. The= 
* Statute of Merton, chap. 9. + Statute of Marleb. chap.zo, + Id.chap, 16. 
$‘Statutes at large, p, 6. ll Sovalfo Knyghton, p, 2444, 
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Chronicle of Dunftable obferves, that wheat one year was fold in many places for 
eight fhillings a quarter, but never rofe in Dunftable above a crown, | 
Tuo’ commerce was ftill very low, it feems rather to have encreafed fince the 
Conquett ;. at leaft, if we may judge of the encreafe of money by the price of 
bread. The medium between the higheft and loweft prices of wheat, affigned 
by the ftatute, is four fhillings and three pence a quarter, that is, twelve fhillings 
and nine pence of our prefent money. This is near the half of the middling 
price in our time. Yet the middling price of cattle, fo late as the reign of King 
Richard, we found to be above eight times lower than the prefent. Is not the 
true inference, from comparing thefe facts, that in all uncivilized nations, cattle, 
which propagate of themfelves, bear always a lower price than corn, which re- 
quires more art and ftock to raife it, than thefe nations are poffeffed of ? It is to 
be remarked, that Henry’s affize of corn was copied from a preceding aflize 
eftablifhed by King John ; and confequently, the prices which we have here com- 
pared of corn and cattle may be looked on as contemporary ; and they were 
drawn, not from one particular year, but from an eftimation of the middling 
prices. It is true, the prices, affigned by the affize of Richard, were meant as 
a ftandard for the accompts of fheriffs and efcheators ; and as confiderable pro- 
fits were allowed to them, we may naturally fuppofe, that the common value of | 
cattle was fomewhat higher: Yet ftill, fo great a difference between the prices of 
corn and cattle as that of four to one, compared to the prefent rates, affords im- 
portant reflections concerning the very different ftate of induftry and tillage in 
the two periods. 


Interest had in that age mounted to an enormous height, as might be ex- 
pected from the barbarifm of the times and mens ignorance of commerce. 
There are inftances of fifty per cent. payed for money*. Such profits tempted 
the Jews to remain in England, notwithftanding the grievous oppreffions to which 
they were continually expofed from the prevalent bigotry and rapine of the age. 
It is eafy to imagine how precarious their ftate muft be under an indigent prince, 
fomewhat reftrained in his tyranny over his native fubjects, but who pofieffed an 
unlimited authority over them, the fole proprietors of money in the kingdom, 
and hated on account of their riches, their religion, and their ufury: Yet will 
our ideas fcarce come up to the extortions which in fact we fhall find to have 
been practiced upon them. In the year 1241, 20,000 marks were exacted from 

them +: ‘I'wo years after, money was again extorted ; and one Jew alone, Aaron 
of York, was obliged to pay above 4000 marks{: In 1250, Henry renewed 


* M., Paris, p. 586. + M. Paris, p. 372. + M. Paris, p. 410. | 
his 





Be Bs WR. Me UL. 54 


J I 


his oppreffions; and the fame Aaron was condemned to pay him 30,000 marks up- Chap. XI. 
on an accufation of forgery*: The high penalty impofed upon him, and which, | 177% 
it feems, he was thought able to pay, is rather a prefumption of ‘i S$ innocence 
than of hisguilt. In 1255, the King demanded 8000 marks from the Jews, and 
threatened to hang them, if they refuted compliance. They now loft all patience, 
and defired leave to retire with their effects out of the kingdom. But the King 
replied :. ** How can I remedy the oppreffions you complain of? Lam myfelf ’ 
‘“* beggared. I am defpoiled, Iam ftripped of all my revenues: l owe above 
‘© 200,000 marks.; and if I had faid 300,000, I fhould not exceed the truth: 
‘© T am obliged to pay my fon, prince Edward, 15,000 marks a year: I have 
*¢ not a farthing ; ang I muft have money, from.any hand, from any quarter, 
‘© or by any means.”? He then delivered over the Jews to the earl of Cornwal; 
that thofe whom the one brother had flead, the other might embowel, to make 
ufe of the words of the hiftorian+. King John, his Falier, once demanded 
10,000 marks from a Jew of Briftol ; and on his refufal, ordered one of his teeth 
to be drawn every day till he fhould confenr,..The Jew loft feven teeth; and 
then paid the fum required of him. , 
To give a better pretence to extortions, the improbable and abfurd accufation, 
which jvH been at different times advanced again{t that nation, was revived in 
England, that they had crucified a child in aevipon of ourSaviour’s fufferings. Eigh« 
teen of them were hanged at once for this crime §: Tho’ it is no ifs credible, 
that even the antipathy born them by the Chriftians, and the oppreffions under 
which they laboured, would ever have pufhed them to be guilty of that danger- 
_ous enormity. But it is natural to imagine, that a race, expofed to fuch infults 
and indignities both from King and people, and who had fo uncertain an enjoy- 
ment of ‘theit riches, would carry ufury tothe greatef extremities, and by their 
sreat profits make themfelves fome sothpeifation for their continued perils. 


Commerce muft be in a wretched condition where intereft was fo high, and 
where the fole proprietors of money were expofed to fuch rapine and injuftice. 
But the bad police of the country was another obftacle to all improvements ; and 
rendered all communication dangerous, and all property precarious. The Chro- 
nicle of Dunftable fays |], that men during this reign were never fecure in their 
‘houfes, and that whole villages were oftefi plundered by bands of robbers, tho’ 
no civil wars prevailed in the kingdom. In 1249, fome years before the infur- 
rection of the barons, two merchants of Brabant came to the King at Winchefter, 
and told him, that they had been defpoiled of all their goods by certain eS 


“ M. Paris, p. 525. + M. Paris, p. 606. _ M4, Paris, p. 160, ‘ M. Pa- 
ris, p. 613. | Vol. 4. p. 195. 
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becaufe they faw their faces every day in his court; that like 
practices prevailed all over England, and travellers were every day robbed, bound, 
wounded and murdered ; that thefe crimes efcaped with impunity, becaufe the mi- 
nifters of juftice themfelves were ‘1 a confederacy with the robbers 5 and that 


they for their part, ‘nftead of bringing matters to 4 fruitlefs trial by law, were 
to try their caufe with the robbers by arms and a duel. 


The King, provoked at thefe abufes, ordered a jury to be inclofed, and to try the 
robbers: The jurys tho’ confifting of twelve men of property in Hamphhire, 
were found tobe alfo in a confederacy with the robbers, and acquitted them. 
Henry in a rage committed the jury to prifon, threatened them with fevere pu- 
nifhment, and ordered a new jury to be enclofed, who, dreading the fate of their 


fellows, at laft found a verdict againft the criminals. Many of the King’s own houf- 
hold were difcovered ta have participated in the guilt ; and faid for their excufe, 


that they received no wages f-om him, and were obliged to rob for a mainte- 
nance*. Knights and efquires, lays che Di€tum of Kenelworth, who were robvers, 


if they have no land, foall pay the balf of their goods, and find Jufficient fecurity to 
keep henceforth the peace of the kingdom. Such were the manners of the times! 
juring the prevalence of fuch manners, at the frauds 


One can the lefs repines d 

and forgeries of the clergy 5 as it gives much lefs difturbance to fociety, to take 
mens money from them with their own confent, tho’ by deceits and lies, than 
to ravith it by open force and violence. During this reign, the papal power was at 
beginning infenfibly to decline, by reafon of the immea- 
farable avarice and extortions of the court of Rome, which difgufted the clergy 
as well as laity in every kingdom of Europe. England itfelf, tho’ funk in the 

d fuperftition, had ferioully entertained thoughts of 


deepeft abyfs of ignorance an 
fhaking off the papal yoke +; and the Roman pontiff was obliged to think of 
new expedients for rivetting it fafter upon them. For this purpofe, Gregory IX. 


publifhed his decretals =, which are a collection of forgeries, favourable to 
che court of Rome, and confift of the fuppofed decrees of Popes in the firft 
centuries. But thefe forgeries are fo grofs, and confound fo palpably all lan- 
guage, hiftory, chronology, and antiquities ; matters more ftubborn than any 
fpeculative truths whatever 5 that even that church, which is not ftartled at the 
moft monftrous contradictions and abfurdities, has been obliged to abandon them 
to the critics. Butin the dark age of the thirteenth century, they pafled for 
undifputed and authentic and men, entangled in the mazes. of this falfe litera- 
ture, joined to the philofophy, equally falfe, of the times, had nothing where- 
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sts fummit, and was even 


* M., Paris, p. 509: + M. Paris, p. 4273 + Trevet, p. 19%. 
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withal to defend themfelves, but fome {mall remains of common fenfe, which 
pafied for profanenefs and impiety, and the indelible regard to felf-intereft, which, 
as it was the fole motive in the priefts for framing thefe impoftures, ferved alfo, 
in fome degree, to protect the laity againft them. 

AnorTuer expedient, devifed by the church of Rome in this period for fecur- 
ing its power, was the inftitution of new religious orders, and chiefly the Domi- 
nicans and Francifcans, who proceeded with all the zeal and fuccefs that attend 
novelties ; were better qualified to gain the populace than the old orders, now be- 
come rich and indolent; maintained a perpetual rivalfhip witheach other in promot- 
ing their gainful fuperftitions and acquired a great dominion over the minds, and 
confequently over the purfes of men, by counterfeiting a defire of poverty and a 
contempt for riches. The quarrels, which arofe between thefe orders, lying ftill under 
the controul of the fovereign pontiff, never difturbed the peace of the church, and 
ferved only as a fpur to their induftry in promoting the common caufe; and 
tho? the Dominicans loft fome popularity by their denial of the immaculate con- 
ception, a point in which they unwarily engaged too far to be able to recede with 
honour, they counterballanced this difadvantage by acquiring more folid eftab- 
lifhments, by gaining the confidence of kings and princes, and by exercifing the 
jurifdidtion affigned them, of ultimate judges and punifhers of herefy. Thus, 
che feveral orders of monks became a kind of regular troops or garrifons of the 
Romith church; and tho’ the temporal interefts of fociety, ftill more thofe of 
true piety, were hurt by their various devices to catch the populace, they proved 
the chief fupports of that, mighty fabric of fuperftition, and til} the revival of 
true learning, fecured it from any dangerous invafions 
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mifcellaneous tranfaéiions of this, 1e1gn.. fj 


“HE Englifh were as yet fo little trained to obedience under a regular govern. 
| ment, that the death of almoft every King, fince the Conqueft, had been 
attended with diforders ; and the counci, reflecting on-the recent civil wars, and 

man after thefe great convulfions, had rear 


on the animofities which naturally re 
fon to appreliend very dangerous confequences from the abfence of the fon and 


fucceffor of Henry. They therefore laftened, to: proclaim prince Edward, to 
{wear allegiance to him, and to fammor the ftates of the kingdom, in order to 
provide for the public peace in this. important conjuncture*. Walter Giffards. 
x is i ifhop of York, the earl of Cornwa, fon of Richard, King of the Romansy. 

“and the earl of Glocefter, were appointed guardians of the kingdom, and» pro- 
ceeded peaceably to the exercife of their authority, without cither meeting with: 
oppofition from any of the people, or seing difturbed with emulation and fac- — 
tion among themfelves. ‘The high character acquired by Edward during the late: 
commotions,. his military genius, his ficcefs in fubduing the rebels, his modera-. 
tion.in fettling the kingdom, had procared him great efteem, mixt with affec-. 
tion, among all orders of men 3, and n> one could reafonably entertain hopes of 
making any advantage of his abfence, or of raifing difturbance in the nation. 
The earl of Glocefter himfelf, whofe great power, and turbulent fpirit, had ex-. 
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cited moft jealoufy, was forward o give proofs of his allegiance ; and any male- 
contents, who remained, being ddtitute of a leader, were obliged to remain in 
{ubmiffion to the government. 

Prince Edward had reached Sialy in his return from the Holy Land, when 
he received information of the death of his father ; and he difcovered a deep con- 
cern on this occafion. At the fame time, he learned the death of an infant fon, 
John, whom his princefs, Eleano: of Caftile, had born him at Acre in Palef- 
tine; and as he appeared much Irfs affected with that misfortune, the King of 
Sicily expreffed a furprize at this difference of fentiment: But was told by Ed- 
ward, ‘that the death of a,fon wis a lofs which he might hope to repair; the 
death of.a-father was,a lofs irreparible *.. 

Epwarbd proceeded homewardi; but as he foon. learned the quiet fettlement 
of the kingdom, he was in no hurry to take pofleffion.of the throne, but fpent 
near 4 year in France, before he made his. appearance in England. In_ his pat- 
fage by Chalons in Burgundy, he was, challenged by the prince of that country 
te.a tournament whichyhe was presaring.; and as Edward excelled in thefe martial 
and dangerous exercifes, the trie image of war, he declined not. the oppor- 
tunity of acquiring honour and renown, in that great affembly of the neighbour- 
ing nobles. But the image of war was here unfortunarely turned into the thing 
itfelf,. Edward and his retinue were fo fuccefsful in the joufts, that the, French 
knights, provoked at. their fupericrity, made a fericus attack upon them, which 
was repulfed, and a good deal of Hood was idly fhed in the quarrel fT... Ibis ren- 
counter received the name of the petty battle of Chalons.. | 

Epwarp went from Chalons tc Paris, and did homage to Philip for the do- 
minions which he held im France t.- He thence returned to Guienne, and gave a 
fettlement to that. province, which was in fome confufion... He madé his journey 
by.land into: England 5, in his pafliige-he accommodated at; Montreuil a difference 
with Margaret, countefs of Flandirs, heirefs of that territory §.;. he was receiy- 
ed. with joyful: acclamations by his people, and was folemnly crowned at Weftmin- 
fter by Robert, archbifhop of. Canterbury, 
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Tue King immediately applied himfelf to the re-eftablifhment of, his kingdom, Civil admini- 


and to the correcting. of thofe diforlers, which the civil commotions and the loofe r 


adminiftration of his. father had: introduced into.every part of. government. The 
plan of his policy. was equally geserous and prudent. He confidered the great 
barons both as the immediate rivéls of the crown, and the oppreffors of the peo- 


* Walfingh. p, 44. Trevet, p. 240, + Walfing. p. 44. Trévet, p. 241. M. Welt. p. 402. 
¥ Waliin, p. 45. § Rymer, vol. 2.p. 32, 33, 
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exact diftribution of juftice, anda rigid execution of 

the laws, to give at once protection to the inferior orders of the ftate, and to di- 

minith the arbitrary power of the great, on which their dangerous authority was 

chiefly founded. Making it arale of his own conduct to obferve, except on ex- 

traordinary occafions, the privileges fecured to them by the great charter, he 
acquired a right to infift upon their obfervance of the fame charter towards their 

vaffals and inferiors ; and he made the crown be regarded by all the gentry and 
commonalty of the kingdom, as the great fountain of juftice, and the gene- 
ral affylum againft oppreffion. Befides enatting feveral excellent ftatutes, ina 
parliament which he fommoned at Weftminfter, he took care to infpect the con- 
dué& of all his magiftrates and judges, to difplace fuch as were either negligent 
or corrupt, to provide them with fufficient force for the execution of juftice, to 
root out all bands and confederacies of robbers, and to reprefs thofe more filent 
robberies, which were committed either by the power of the nobles, or under the 
countenance of public authority. By this rigid adminiftration, the face of the 
kingdom was foon changed ; and order and juftice took place of violence and op- 
preffion: But amidft the excellent inftirutions and public-fpirited plans of Ed- 
ward, there ftill appears fomewhat both of the feverity of his perfonal character, 
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and of the prejudices of the times. 


As the various kinds of malefactors, the murderers, robbers, incendiaries, ravith- 
ets, and plundefers, had become fo numerous and powerful, that the ordinary mini- 
{ters of juftice, efpecially in the weftern counties, were afraid to execute the laws 
againft them, the King found it neceflary to provide an extraordinary remedy for 
the evil; and he erected for the punifhment of crimes a new tribunal, which, 
however ufeful, would have been deemed, in times of more regular liberty, a 
very great ftretch of illegal and arbitrary power. It confifted of commiffioners, 
who were empowered to enquire into diforders and crimes of all kinds, and 
to infli&t the proper punifhments upon them. The officers, charged with 
this unufual commiffion, made their circuits throughout the counties of England 
moft infected with this evil, and carried terror into all thofe parts of the king- 
dom. In their zeal to punifh crimes, they did not fufficiently diftinguifh between 
the innocent and guilty ; the fmalleft fufpicion became the ground of accufation 

and trial; the flighteft evidence was received againft criminals 5 the prifons were 
crowded with malefaétors, real or pretended; fevere fines were levied for {mall 
offences; and the King, tho’ his exhaufted revenue was fupplied by this expedient, 


found it neceffary to ftop the courfe of fo great rigour, and after terrifying and 
diffipating 
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diffipating by this tribunal the gings of diforderly people in England, he very Chap. XI. 
prudently annulled the commiffion * s and never afterwards renewed it. t375° 
"Aone the various diforders, to which the kingdom was fubject, no one was 
more univerfally complained of than the adulteration of the coin; and as this 
crime required more art than the Englith of thatage, who chiefly employed force 
and violence in their iniquities, were poffeffed of, the imputation fell chiefly upon 
the Jews +. Edward alfo feems to have indulged a {trong prepoffeffion againft 
that nation; and this ill-judged zeal for Chriftianity being naturally augmented 
by an expedition to the Holy Lard, he let loofe the whole rigour of his juftice 
againft this unhappy people. Two hundred and eighty of them were hanged at once 
for this crime in London alone, befides thofe who fuffered in other parts of the king- 
dom. The houfes and lands, (for the Jews had of late ventured to make purchafes 
of that kind) as well as the goods of great multitudes, were fold and confifcated : 
And the King, left it fhould be fuipected, that the riches of the fufferers were the 
chief part of their guilt, ordered one half of the money, raifed by thefe confif- 
cations, to be fet apart, and beftowed upon fuch as were willing to be converted 
to Chriftianity. But the refentment of their injuries was more prevalent over 
them, than the temptation from their poverty ; and very few of them could be 
induced by intereft to embrace the religion of their perfecutors. The miferies 
of this people were not here terminated. Tho’ the arbitrary talliages and exac- 
tions levied upon them, had yielded a conftant and a confiderable revenue to the 
crown; Edward, prompted by his zeal and rapacicy, refolved fome time after § 
to purge the kingdom entirely of that hated race, and to feize to himfelf at once 
their whole property as the reward of his labour jj. He left them only money fuf- 
ficient to bear their charges into foreign countries, where new perfecutions and 
extortions awaited them: But the inhabitants of the cinque ports, imitating the 
bigotry and avidity of their fovereign, defpoiled moft of them of this fmall pit- 
tance, and even threw many of the Jews into the fea: A crime, for which the 
King, who was determined to be the fole plunderer in his dominions, inflicted 
a capital punifhment upon them. No lefs than fifteen thoufand Jews were at this 
time robbed of their effects and tanifhed the kingdom: Very few of that nation 
have fince lived in England: And as it is impoffible for a kingdom to fub- 
fift without lenders of money, and none will Fend without a compenfation, the 
practice of ufury, as it was then called, was thenceforth exercifed by the Englifh 


* Spellman’s Gloff. in verbo"Trailbafton. But Spellman was either miftaken in placing this com- 
miffion in the fifth year of the King, -or i was renewed in 1305. See Rymer, vol. 2. p. .960- Tri- 
vet. p. 338. M. Welt. p. 450. + Walfin, p. 48. Heming, vol. 1. p. 6. ¢ T. Wykes, 
P- 107, § In the year t290, | Walfin, p. 54, Heming, vol, 1, p.20. -Trivet, p. 266. 
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Chap. XI.) themfelvesy aipon’ their fellow-citizens, or by: Lombards; and other foreigners. 
‘275*' Te is very much*to® be ‘queftioned whether the dealings’ of: thefe new ufurers were 
equally open.and unexceptionable with thofe of the old. By adaw of Richard, 
“t was enatted;, that three copies fhould:be made of every:bond given to a Jews 
one to be put into theshands of a’public magiftrate; another into thofe of aman, 
of. credit, and a third to remain with the Jew himfelf *. But as: the canon law,. 
feconded by the municipal, permitted no Chriftian to receive intereft, all tranfac- 
tions of this kind:muft,; ‘after the banifhment of. the Jews, have become more fe- 
cret and clandeftine,, and the lender, of confequence, be paid both for the ufe of 
his money, and-for the infamy and danger which he incurred: by lending it. 
Tx great poverty of the crown, tho’ no excufe, was. probably the caufe of 
this egregious tyranny exercifed againft the Jews; but Edward practifed alfo other 
‘more honourab'e means of remedying that evil. He employed a ftrict frugality 
in the management and diftribution. of his revenue: He engaged the parliament 
to vote him a fifteenth of all moveables; the Pope to grant him the tenth. of 
4il ecclefiaftical revenues. for three years ; and the merchants to confent to a per- 
petual impofition of half) a mark on every fack of wool exported, and a mark. 
on three. hundred fkins. He alfo iffued commiffions to enquire into all encroach- 
ments on tbe royal demefne ; into the value of efcheats, forfeitures, and ward- 
fhips:; and into the means .of repairing or improving every branch of the reve- 
nue +.. The commiffioners, in the execution of their office, began to carry mat- 
ters too..far againft the nobility, and to queftion the titles to eftates, which -had 
been tranfmitted from father to fon for feveral generations. Earl Warrenne, who 
had done fuch eminent fervice in the Jate reign, being required-to fhow his. titles, 
drew his fword; and fubjoined, that Walliam, the Norman,: had not conquered 
the kingdom for himfelf. alone; his anceftor was'a joint, adventurer, in the caufe; 
and,he himfelf, was determined to maintain what had from that,period remained 
unquettioned in, his.family. , The King, fenfible of the danger, very prudently 
defifted from making farther enquiries of this. nature. | i 





































1276. But the active fpirit of Edward could not lone remain without employment, 
sous? of “He foon after undertook an enterprize more fafe for himfelf, and more advantage- 
ous to his people. Lewellyn, prince of Wales, had been deeply engaged with the 
~Mounfort fa€tion ; had enteréd into all their confpiracies againft che ceoums had 
‘frequently fought on their fide: and till the battle of Evefham, fo fatal ‘to that 

party, had employed every expedient to deprefs the royal caufe, and to promote 

the fuccefs of the barons. In the general accommodation, made with the van- 


* Trivet. p. 128, isa | + Ann. Waverl, p. 235. ; ; 
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quifhed, Lewellyn had alfo obtained his pardon but as he was the moft power- Chap. XIIE. 
ful, and therefore the moft obnoxious vaflal of the crown, he had reafon to en- 127 

tertain anxiety about his fituation, and to dread the future effects of refentment 
and jealoufy in the Englifh monarchs. For this reafon, he had determined to 
provide for his fecurity by maintaining a fecret correfpondence with his former 
affociates,; and: he even made his addrefles to a daughter of the earl of Leicefter, 
who was fent to him from- beyond fea, but being intercepted in her paffage near 
the ifles of Scilly, was detained in the court of England *. This incident en- 
creafing the mutual jealoufy between Edward and Lewellyn, the latter, when 
required, to come to England, and do homage to the new King, fcrupled to 
put himfelf into the hands of an enemy, defired a fafe conduct from Ed- 
ward, infifted. upon having the King’s fon and other noblemen delivered to him 
as hoftages, and demanded, that his fpoufe fhould be previoufly fet at liberty +. 
The King, having: now brought the ftate toa full fettlement, was'not difpleafed 
with this occafion of exercifing his authority, and fubduing entirely the principa- 
lity of Wales. He.refufed all: Lewellyn’s demands, except that of a fafe conduct ; 
fent him repeated fummons to perform. the duty of a vaffal; levied an army to 
reduce him to obedience; obtained a new aid of a fifteenth from parliament; and 
marched out with certain aflurance. of fuccefs againft the enemy. Befides the 
great difproportion of force between the kingdom and principality, the circumftances 
of. the. two {tates.were now entirely reverfed;,and the fame inteftine diffentions, 
which had. formerly, weakened’ England, now prevailed in Wales, and had even 
taken place in. the reigning, family.. David and Roderic, brothers to Lewellyn, 
had been. difpoffeffed of their inheritance by that prince, had been obliged to have 
recourfe to the protection of: Edward, and feconded with all their intereft, which 
was extenfive, his: attempts to enflave their native country. The Welfh prince 
had no other refource but in the inacceffible fituation of his» mountains, which 
had hitherto, thro’ many ages, defended his forefathers againft all the attempts of 
the Saxon. and Norman conquerors; and he retired among the hills of Snow- 
dun, refolute to defend himfelf to the laft extremity. But Edward equally 
vigorous and.cautious, entering by the north with a formidable army, pierced 
into the: heart of. the-country; and having carefully explored every road before 
him, and fecured every pafs behind him, approached the Welth army in its latt 
retreat. He here avoided the putting 'to triab the valour of a nation, proud of its 
antient independance, and enflamed with animofity againft its hereditary enemies ; 
and he trufted to the flow, but fure effects of famine, for reducing that people to 
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fubjection. The rude and fimp’e manners of the natives, as well as the moun- 
tainous fituation of their country, had made them entirely neglect tillage, and 
truft to pafturage alone for their fabfiftance : A method of life which had hither- 
to fecured them againft the irregular attempts of the Englifh, but expofed them 
to certain ruin, when the conqueft of the country was fteddily purfued, and pru- 
dently planned by Edward. Deftitute of magazines, cooped up in a narrow cor- 
ner, they and their cattle fuffered equally from famine ; and Lewellyn, without 
being able to ftrike a ftroke for his independance, was at laft obliged to fubmit at 
difcretion, and receive’ the terms impofed upon him by the viétor*. He bound 
himfelf to pay to Edward 50000 |. as reparation of damages; to do homage to 
the crown of England; to permit all the other barons of Wales, except four near 
Snowdun, to fwear fealty to the fame crown; to relinquifh the country between 
Chefhire and the river Conway ; to fettle on his brother Roderic a thoufand 
marks a year, and on David five hundred; and to deliver ten hoftages for fecurity: 
of his future fubmiffion 7. 
Epwarp, on the performance of the other articles, remitted to the prince of - 
Wales the payment of the 50000 1. =, which were ftipulated by treaty, and’ 
which, itis probable, the poverty of the country made it abfolutely impoffible 
for him to levy. But complaints of other hardfhips foon arofe on the fide of the 
vanquifhed: The Englifh, infolent on their eafy and bloodlefs victory, opprefied: 
the inhabitants of the diftriéts which were yielded to theny: The lords marchers 
committed with impunity all kinds of violence on their Welfh neighbours: New 
and more fevere terms were impofed on Lewellyn himfelf ; and Edward, when 
the prince attended him at Worcefter, exacted a promife that he would retain no 
perfon in his principality who fhould be difagreeable to the Englifh monarch §. 
There were other perfonal infults, which raifed the indignation of the Welth,.- 
and made them determine rather to encounter a force, which they had already 
experienced to be fo much fuperior, than to bear any longer the oppreffion of 
the haughty victors. Prince David, feized with the national fpirit, made peace - 
yaith his brother, and promifed to concur in the defence of public liberty. The 
Welth few to arms; and Edward, not difpleafed with the occafion of making 
his conqueft final and abfolute, fummoned together all his military tenants, and : 
advanced into Wales with an army, which the inhabitants could not reafonably 
hope to refilt. The fituation of the country gave the Welfh at firft fome advan- 
tage over Luke de Tany, one of Edward’s captains, who had pafied the Menau 


* T’. Wykes, p. 105. + Rymer, vol. 2. p. 88. Walfin.p. 47. Trivet.p. 251. T. Wykes, 
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with a detachment * : But Lewellen, being furprized by Mortimer, was defeated Chap XIE 
and flain in the action, and 2000 of his followers put to the fword +. David, ™ 
who fucceeded him in the principality, could never collect an army fufficient to 

face the Englifh; and being chaced from hill to hill, and hunted from one re- 

treat to another, was obliged to conceal himfelf under various difguifes, and 

was at laft betrayed in his lurking-place to the enemy. Edward fent him in 

chains to Shrew{bury; and bringing him to a formal trial before all the peers of — 1283. 
England, ordered this fovereign prince to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, as a 

traitor, for defending by arms the liberties of his native country, together with 

his own hereditary authority {. All the Welfh nobility fubmitted to the con- 
queror; the laws of England, with the fheriffs and other minifters of juftice, were 
eftablifhed in that principality; and tho’ it was long before national antipathies 

were extinguifhed, and a thorough union accomplifhed between the people, yet this 
Important conqueft, which it had required eight hundred years fully to effectuate, 

was at laft, thro’ the abilities of Edward, compleated by the Englith. 


Tue King, fenfible that nothing kept alive the ideas of military valour and of 1284. 
ancient glory, fo much as the traditional poetry of the people, which, affifted by 
the power of mufic, and the jollity of feftivals, made deep impreffion on the 
‘minds of the youth, gathered together all the Welfh bards, and from a barba- 
rous, tho’ not abfurd policy, ordered them to be put to.death §. 


THERE prevails a vulgar ftory, which, as it fuits exactly the Capacity of the 
monkifh writers, is carefully recorded by them: That Edward affembling the 
Welfh, promifed to give them a prince of unexceptionable manners, a Welfhman 
by birth, and one who could fpeak no other language. On their acclamations of 
joy, and promife of obedience, he invefted in the principality his fecond fon Ed- 
ward, then an infant, who had been born at Carnarvon. The death of his eldeft 
fon Alfonfo, foon after, made young Edward heir of the monarchy: The p in- 
cipality of Wales was fully annexed to the crown ; and henceforth gives a title to 
the eldeft fon of the kings of England, -2 


Tue fettlement of Wales appeared fo complete to Edward, that in lefs than 128%. 
two years after, he went abroad in order to make peace between Alphonfo, King 
of Arragon, and Philip le Bel, who had newly fucceeded his father Philip le 
Hardy in the throne of France |. The différence between thefe two princes. had 
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arifen about the kingdom of Sicily, which the Pope, after his hopes from Eng- 
land failed him, had" beftowed on Charles, brother to St. Lewis, and which was 
claimed upon other titles, by Peter King of Arragon, father to Alphonto. Kd- 
ward had powers from both princes to fettle the peace, and he fucceeded in his 
endeavours ; but as the controverfy no wife regards England, we fhall not enter 
into a detail of it, He ftayed abroad above three years; and on his return, found 
many diforders to have prevailed, both from open violence, and from the corrup- 
tion of juftice. 

Tuomas CHAMBERLAIN, a gentleman of fome note, had affembled feveral of 
his affociates at Bolton, in Lincolnfhire, under pretence of holding a tournament, 
an exercife practifed by the gentry only; but in reality with a view of plundering the 
rich fair of Bofton, and robbing the merchants. To facilitate his purpofe, he pri- 
vately fet fire to the town; and while the inhabitants were employed in quenching, 
the Aames, the confpirators broke into the booths, and carried off the goods, 
Chamberlain himfelf was detected and hanged; but maintained fo fteddily the 
point of honour to his accomplices, that he could not be prevailed with, either 
by money or promifes, to difcover any of them. Many other inftances of rob- 
bery and violence broke out, in all parts of England ; tho’ the fingular circum- 
ftances, attending this confpiracy, have made it alone be particularly recorded: 
by hiftorians *. 


Bur the corruption of the judges, by which the fountains of juftice were 
poifoned, feemed ftill of more dangerous confequence. Edward, in order to re-_ 
medy this prevailing abufe, fummoned a perliament, and brought the judges to. 
a trial, where all of them, except two, who were clergymen, were convicted of 
this flagrant iniquity, were fined, and depofed from their office. The amount of 
the fines levied upon them, is alone a fufficient proof of their guilt ; being above 
one hundred thoufand marks, an immenfe fum in thofe days, and fufficient to. 
defray the charges of an expenfive war between two great kingdoms. The King, 
afterwards made all the new judges fwear, that they would take no bribes; but 
his expedient, of depofing and fining the old ones, was the more effectual re- 
medy. 

We come now to give an account of the affairs of Scotland, which form the 
moft interefting traafaction of this reign, and of fome of the fubfequent ; tho” 
the intercourfe of that kingdom with England, either in peace or war, had hi- 
therto produced fo few events of moment, that to avoid tedioufnefs, we have 
omitted mamy of them, and have been very concife in relating the reft. If the 
® Heming, vol. 1. p. 165,17. 
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Scots had, before this period, ary real hiftory, worthy of the name, except what Chap, AU. 


they pick up from fcattered paffages of the Englifh hiftorians, thefe events, how- 
ever minute, yet being the only foreign tranfactions of the nation, might deferve 
a place in it. 


1259. 


Tuo’ the government of Scotland had been continually expofed to thofe fac- agnirs of 
tions and convulfions, which are incident to al] barbarous, and to many civiliz- Sco:land. 


éd nations 5 and tho’ the fucceffions of their Kings, the only part of their hiftory 
which deferves any credit, had been often difordered by irregularities and ufurpa- 
trons ; the true heir of the royal family had {till in the end prevailed, and Alex- 
ander III. who had efpoufed Ecward’s filter, probably inherited, after a period 
of above eight hundred years, and thro’ a fucceffion of males, the fcepter of all 
the Scottifh princes, who had coverned the nation, fince its firft eftablifhment in 
the ifland. This prince died in 1286 by a fall from his horfe at Kinghorn *, with- 
out leaving any male iffue, and without any defeendants, except Margaret, born 
of Eric, King of Norway, and of Margaret, daughter of the Scottifh moparch. This 
priticefs, commonly called the maid of Norway, tho” a fermaic, and an infant, 
and a foreigner, yet being the lawful heir of the ki;gdom, had, thro’ her orand- 
father’s care, been recognized fucceffor by the ftates of Scotland +: andon Alex- 
ander’s death, the difpofitions, which had been previoufly made againft that event, 
appeared fo juft and prudent, that no diforders, as might naturally be apprehend- 
ed, enfued in the kingdom. Margaret was acknowledged queen of Scotland ; 
five Guardians, the bifhops of St. Andrews and. Glafeow, the earls of Fife and 
Buchan, and James, fteward of Scotland, entered peaceably upon the adminittra- 
tion ; and the infant princefs, under the protection of Edward, her great uncle,. 
and Eric, her father, who exerted themfelves on this occafion, feemed firmly 
feated on the throne of Scotland. The Englifh monarch waS*naturally engaged 
to build mighty projects on this event; and having lately, by force of arms,, 
brought Wales under fubjection, he attempted, by the marriage of Margaret 
with his eldeft fon, Edward, to unite the whole ifland into one monarchy, and 
thereby to give it full fecurity both againft domeftic convulfions and foreign in- 
vafions. The amity, which had of late prevailed between. the two-nations, and 
which, even in formes times, had never been interrupted by any violent wars or 
injuries, facilitated extremely the execution of this project, fo favourable to the 
happinefs and grandeur of both kingdoms; and the ftates of Scotland readily 
gave their affent to the Englifh propofals; and even agreed, that their young for 
vereign fhould be educated in the court of Edward. Anxious, however, for 
the liberty and independancy of their country, they took care to ftipulate very 


* Meming. vol. 1. p. ag. Trevet. p. 267. + Rymer, vol, 2. p..266. 
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equitable conditions, ere they entrufted themfelves into the hands of fo great and 
{o ambitious a monarch; that they fhould enjoy all their antient laws, liberties, and 
cuftoms; that in cafe young Edward and Margaret fhould die without iffue, the 
crown of Scotland fhould revert to the next heirs, and fhould be inherited by them 
free and independent; that the military tenants of the crown fhould never be 
obliged to go out of Scotland, in order to do homage to the fovereign of the unit- 
ed kingdoms, nor the chapters of.cathedral, collegiate or conventual churches, 
sn order to make eleétions; that the parliaments, fummoned for Scots affairs, 
fhould always be held within the bounds of that kingdom; and that Edward 
thould bind himfelf, under the penalty of 100,000 marks, payable to the Pope 
for the ufe of the holy wars, to obferve all thefe articles *. It is not eafy to con- 
ceive that two nations could have treated more on a footing of equality than Scot- 
Jand and England maintained during the courfe of this whole tranfaction: And 
tho’ Edward gave his affent to the article, concerning the future independancy of 


the Scottifh crown, with a faving of bis former rights; this referve gave no alarm 
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Competitors © 
for the crown 
of Scotland, 


to the nobility of Scotland, both becaufe thefe rights, having been hitherto little 
heard of, had. occafioned no difturbance, and becaufe the Scots had fo near a 
profpect of feeing them entirely abforbed in the rights of their fovereignty. 


Bur this project, fo happily formed and fo amicably conducted, failed of fuc- 
cefs, by the fudden death of the Norvegian princefs, who expired on her paflage 
+o Scotland +, and left a very difmal profpeét to the kingdom. Tho’ diforders 
were for the prefent obviated by the authority of the regency formerly eftablifhed, 
the fucceffion of the crown itfelf was now become an objet of difpute; and the 
regents could not expect, that a controverly, which is not ufually decided by rea- 
fon and argument alone, would be peaceably fettled by them, or even by the 
ftates of the kingdom, amidft fo many powerful pretenders. The pofterity of 
William, King of Scotland, the prince, who was taken prifoner by Henry Il. 
being all extinét by the death of Margaret of Norway; the right to the crown 
was devolved on the line of David, earl of Huntington, brother to William, 
whofe male line, being alfo extinét, left the fucceffion open to the pofterity of 
his daughters. ‘The earl of Huntington had three daughters; Margaret, married 
to Alan lord of Galloway, Ifabella, wife of Robert Brus or Bruce, lord of Annan- 
dale, and Adama, who efpoufed Henry lord Hatftings. Margaret, the eldeft of 
the three fifters, left one daughter, Devergilda, married to John Baliol, by whom 
fhe had a fon of the fame name, one. of the prefent candidates for the crown: 


Lfabella II. bore a fon, Robert Bruce, who was now alive, and alfo infifted on his 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p» 482. + Heming, vol. 1. p. 30, Trevet. p. 268, 
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claim: Adama III. left a fon, John Haftings, who pretended that the king. 
dom of Scotland, like many other inheritances, was divifib!e among the three 
daughters of the earl Of Huntington, and that he, in the right of his mother, 
had a title tothe third of it, Baliol and Bruce united againft Haftings, in main- 
taining that the fucceffion to the crown was impartidle; but each of them, fup- 
ported by planfible reafons, afferted the preference of his own title. Baliol was 
fprung from the elder branch; Bruce was one degree nearer the common ftock: 
If the right of reprefentation was regarded, the former had the better claim: If 
propinquity was confidered, the latter was entitled to the preference *: The fen- 
timents of men were divided : All the nobility had taken ‘party with one fide or 
the other: The people followed implicitely their leaders: The two candidates 
themfelves had great power and numerous: retainers in Scotland: And it is no 
wonder, that among a-rude people, more accuftomed to arms than enured to 
laws, a controverfy of this nature, which could not be decided by any former 
precedent among them, and which is capable of exciting commotions in the moft 
legal and beft eltablifhed governments, fhould threaten the flate with the moft 
fatal convulfions. | 

Fiacu age has its peculiar mode in conducting bufinefs ; and men, cuided more 
by cuftom than by reafon, follow, without enquiry, the manners, which are pre- 
valent in their own time. The prefent practice, in the controverfies between 
{tates and’princes, feems to have been to choofe a foreign prince, as an equa] 
arbiter, by whom the queftion was decided, and whofe fentence prevented thofe 
difmal confufions and diforders, infeparable at all times from war, but which 
were multiplied an hundred fold, and difperfed into every corner, by the nature of 
the feudal governments. It was thus that the Exnglifh king and barons, in the 
forgoing reign, had endeavoured to compofe their domeftic diffenfions by a re- 
ference to the King of France; and the celebrated integrity of that monarch had 
prevented all the bad effects, which might naturally have been dreaded from fo 
perilous an expedient. It was thus, that the kings of France and Arragon, and 
afterwards other princes, had fubmitted their controverfies to Edward’s judg- 
ment ; and the remotenefs of their ftates, the great power of the princes, and the 
little intereft, which he had on either Gde, had induced him to acquit himfelf 
with honour in his-decifions. © The parliament of Scotland, therefore, threatened 


narch, as well as by the prefent amicable correfpondence between the kingdoms, 
agreed in making a reference to-Edward;-and Frafer, bifhop of St! Andrews, 
with other deputies, was fent to notify to him their refolution, and to claim his 
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sood offices in the prefent dangers to which they were expofed *. His inclina- 
tion, they flattered themfelves, led him to prevent their diffenfions, and to in- 
terpofe with a power, which none of the candidates would dare to withftand : 
When this expedient was propofed by one, party, the other deemed it dangerous 
to object to it: Indifferent. perfons thought that the imminent perils. of a civil 
war would thereby be prevented: And no one reflected on the ambitious cha- 
raéter of Edward, and the almoft certain ruin, which muft attend a {mall 
ftate, divided by factions, when it thus implicitely fubmits itfelf to the will of fo, 
powerful and encroaching a neighbour. : 

Tue temptation was too ftrong for the virtue of the Englifh monarch to re- 
fift. He propofed to lay hold of the prefent favourable opportunity, and if not 
to create, at leaft to revive, his claim. of a feudal fuperiority over Scotland; a 
claim which had hitherto lain in the deepeft obfcurity, and which, if ever it had 
been an object of attention, or had been fo much as fufpected, would have. ef- 
fe€tually prevented the Scottifh barons from choofing him for an arbiter. Hey 
well knew, that, if this,pretenfion was once fubmitted to, as it feemed difficule 
in the prefent fituation of Scotland to oppofe it, the abfolute fovereignty. of: that 
kingdom, (which had been the cafe with Wales) would foon follow; and that 
one great vaflal, cooped up in an ifland with his liege lord, without. refource 
from foreign powers, without aid from any fellow vaffals, could,not long; main- 
tain his. dominions againft the. efforts of a, mighty kingdom, affifted by all 
the cavils which the feudal law afforded. his fuperior, againft him. In purfuit; of, 
this great object, very, advantageous to England,. perhaps in the.end no lefs be- 
neficial to Scotland, but,extremely. unjuft, and iniquitous,in itfelf, Edward bufied. 
himfelf in, fearching for proofs of his.pretended fuperiority ; and inftead of looking 
into his own archives, which, if-his claim had been _real, muft; have afforded him 
numerous records of the homages.paid by. the Scottifh princes, and.could-alone. 
yield him any authentic teftimony, he made, all the monatteries. be ranfacked- 
for old chronicles and hiftories wrote by Englifhmen, and he collected all the, 
paflages, which feemed any wife to favour his pretenfions-}. Yet even in_ this: 
method of proceeding, which muft have difcovered to himfelf the injuftice of his; 
claim, he was far from being fortunate. He began, his. proofs from the time of 
Edward the elder, and continued them thro’ all the Saxon.and Norman times , 
but produced nothing to his purpofet.. The whole amount of his authorities. 
during the Saxon period, when ftripped of the bombaft and inaccurate ftyle of 
the monks, is, that the Scots had fometimes. been defeated by the Englifh, had. 


* Heming. vol. 1. p. 31. + Walfing. p. 55. | t Rymer. vol. 2. p. 559. 
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received peace on difadvantaseous terms, had made fubmiffions to the Englifh Chap. Xflq. 
monarch, and: had even perhaps fallet into’ fome dependance ona power, which 129" 
was fo much fuperior, and which they. had not at that time fofficient force to re- 
fift, His authorities from the Norman period were, if poffible, ftill lefs conclu- 
five: The hiftorians indeed make frequent mention of an homage paid by the nor- 
thern potentate ; but no one of them fays that it was done for his kingdom, and 
feveral of them declare, in exprefs. terms, that it was relative only to: the’ fiefs 
which he enjoyed fouth of the Tweed * ; in the fame manner, as the King of Eng- 
land. himfelf fwore' fealty to the French monarch, forthe fiefs; which he inhe- 
rited' in France: And to fuch fcandalous fhifts was Edward reduced, that he 
quotes a paffage from Hoveden t, where it is afferted, that'a Scottifh King had 
done homage to England; but he purpofely omits the latter part of the fame fen- 
tence, which exprefies that this prince did homage for the lands, which he held 
iy England. as 

Wuen William, King. of Scotland, was-taken. prifoner im the battle of Aln- 
wic, he was obliged, for the recovery of his-liberty, to fwear fealty to the vic- 
tor for his crown itfelf. ‘The deed was performed according to all the rites of 
the feudal law: The record was preferved in the Englith archives, as well as 
menticned by all the hiftorians: But as it is the only one of the kind, and as hifto- 
rians fpeak of this {uperiority as a great acquifition gained by the fortunate arms 
of Henry II. there can remain:no' doubt, that the kingdom of Scotland was, 
inall former periods, entirely free and independent. Its fubjection continued a 
very few years: Kine Richard, defirous, before his departure for the Holy Land, 
to conciliate the friendfhip of William, renounced that homage, which he fays 
in exprefs terms, had been extorted by his father ; and:he only retained the ufual 


homage, which had been done by the: Scottith princes: for the lands, 


which they 
held-in. England. 


Bur tho’ this tranfation rendered the independance of Scotland fill more un. 
queftionable,. than if no fealty had ever been {worn to the Englifh crown; the 
Scottihh Kings, apprized of the point aimed at by their powerful neichbours, 
feem for along:timie to have retained fome jealoufy on that head, and in doing 
homage, to havé anxioufly obviated ‘all fuch pretenfions. When William in 1200 
did homage to John at Lincoln, he was careful to infert a falvo for his royal dig- 
nity §: When Alexander If, fent affiftance to his father in law, Henry HI. dur- 
ing the barons wars, he: previoufly: procured: an acknowledement, that this aid 

* Hoveden, p..492, 662::M. Paris, p: 109.'M. Weft: p. 26. 
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was only granted from friendfhip, not from any right claimed by the Englifh 
monarch *: And when the fame prince was invited to affift at the coronation of 


this very Edward, he declined attendance, fifl he received a like acknowledg- 


ment T. 
But 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p. 844. 

4+ Rymer, vol. 2. p. 216, 845. There cannot be the leat queftion, that the homage ufually paid 
by the kings of Scotland was not for their crown, but for fome other territory. The only queftion re- 
mains, what that territory was? It was not always for the earldom of Huntington, nor the honour of 
Penryth ; becaufe we find it fometimes done at a time when thefe poffeffions were not in the hands of 
the kings of Scotland. It is probable, that the homage was performed in general terms without any 
particular fpecification of territory ; and this inaccuracy had proceeded either from fome difpute be- 
tween the two kings about the territory and fome oppofite claims, which were compromifed by the 
general homage, or from the fimplicity of the age, which employed few words in every tranfaCtion. 
To prove this we need but look into the letter of King Richard, where he refigns the homage of 
Scotland, referving the ufual homage. His wordsare, Sepedidtus W. Rex ligius home nofter deveniat de 
omnibus terris de quibus anteceffores fui antecefforum noftrorum ligit homenes fuerunt, et nobis atque beredt- 
bus noftris fedeletatem jurarunt. Rymer, vol. 1. p. 65. Thefe general terms were probably copied 
from the ufual form of the homage itfelf, 

It is no proof that the kings of Scotland poffeffed no lands nor baronies in England, becaufe we can- 
not find them in the imperfeét hiftories and records of that age. For inftance, it appears clearly from 
another paflage of this very letter of Richard, that the Scottifh King had lands both in the county of 
Huntington and elfewhere in England ; tho’ the earldom of Huntington itfelf was then in the perfon of 
his brother, David ; and we know at prefent of no other baronies, which William held. It cannot be 
expeéted that we fhould now be able to {pecify all his fees which he either poffeffed or claimed in Eng- 
land ; when it is probable that the two monarchs themfelves and their minifters, would at that very 
time have differed in the lift: The Scottifh King might poffefs fome to which his right was. difputed ;. 
he might claim others, which he did not poffefs : And neither of the kings was willing to refign his. 
pretenfions by a particular enumeration. 


A late author of great induftry and learning, but full of prejudices, and of no penctration, Mr, 
Carte, has taken advantage of the undefined terms of the Scots homage, and has pretended that it was 
done for Lothian and Galloway, that is, all the territories of the country now called Scotland, lying 
fouth of the Clyde and Forth. But to refute this pretenfion at once, we need only confider, that if 
thefe territories were held in fee of the Englifh Kings, there would, by the nature of the feudal law 
as eftablifhed in England, have been continual appeals from them to the courts of the lord Paramont; 
contrary to all the hiftories and records of that age. We find, that, as foon as Edward really eftablifh- 
ed his fuperiority, appeals immediately commenced from all parts of Scotland: And that King, in his 
writ to the king’s bench, confiders them as a neceflary confequencé of the feudal tenure. Such large 
territories alfo would have fupplied a confiderable part of the Englifh armies, which never could have 
efcaped all the hiftorians, Not to mention that there is not any inftance of a Scots prifoner of war 
being tried as arebel, in the many hoftilities between the kingdoms, where the Scots armies were 
chiefly. filled from the fouthern counties. 

Mr. Carte’s notion with regard to Galloway, which comprehends, in the language of that age, or 
yather in that of the preceding, moft_ of the fouth weit counties of Scotland; his notion, I fay, refts 
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Bur as all thefe reafons, (and f{tronger could not be produced) were but a feeble cpap, xith 
rampart againft the power of the {word, Edward, carrying with him a great army, —1291+ 
which 


on fo flight a foundation, that it {carce merits being refuted. He will have it (and merely becaufe he 
will have it) that the Cumberland, yielded by King Edmund to Malcolm I. meant not only the coun- 
ty in England of that name, but all the territory northwards to the Clyde, But the cafe of Lothian 
deferves fome more confideration. 


“Ir is certain, that in very antient language, Scotland means only the country north of the firths of 
Clyde and Forth. . I fhall not make a parade of literature to prove it ; becaufe I do not find that this 
point is difputed by the Scots themfelves. ‘The fouthern country was divided into Galloway and Lo- 
thian; and the latter comprehended all the fouth eaft counties. ‘This territory was certainly a part of 
the antient kingdom of Northumberland, and was entirely peopled by Saxons, who afterwards receiv- 
ed a great mixture of Danes among them. It appears from all the Englifh hiftories, that the whole 
kingdom of Northumberland paid very little obedience to the Saxon monarchs, who governed after 
the diffolution of the heptarchy; and the northern and remote parts of it feem to have fallen into a 
kind of anarchy, fometimes pillaged by the Danes, and fometimes concurring with them in their ra- 
vages upon other parts of England, The kings of Scotland, lying nearer them, took at laft pofleflion 
of the country, which had fcarce any government, and we are told by Matthew of Weftmintter, p. 193. 
that King Edgar made a grant of the territory to Kenneth III. that is, he refigned claims, which 
he could not make effectual, without beftowing on them more trouble and expence than they were 
worth: For thefe are the only grants of provinces made by kings; and fo ambitious and aétive a prince 
as Edgar would never have given prefents of any other kind. Tho’ Matthew of Weftminfter’s autho- 
rity may appear fmall with regard to fo remote a tranfaction; yet we may admit it in this cafe, be- 
caufe Ordericus Vitalis, a very good authority, tells us, p. 701. that Malcolm acknowledged to Wil- 
liam Rufus, that the conqueror had confirmed to him the former grant of Lothian. But it follows not, 
becaufe Edgar made this fpecies of grant to Kenneth, that therefore he exacted homage for that terri- 
tory. Homage and the whole rites of the feudal law were very little known to the Saxons; and we 
may alfo fuppofe, that the claim of Edgar was fo antiquated and weak, that in refigning it, he made 
no very valuable conceffion, and Kenneth might well refufe to hold by fo precarious a tenure a terri- 
tory, which he at prefent held by the fword. In fhort, no author fays, he did homage for it. 

Tue only colour indeed of authority for Mr. Carte’s notion is, that Matthew Paris, who wrdte in 
the reign of Henry III. before Edward’s claim of fuperiority was heard of, fays that Alexander III. did 
homage to Henry III. pro Landiano et aliis terris, See page 555. This word feems naturally to be 
interpreted Lothian. But in the firft place, Matthew Paris’s teftimony, tho’ confiderable, will not 
outweigh that of all the other hiftorians, who fay that. the Scots homage was always done for lands 
in England. Secondly, if the Scots homage was done in general terms (as has been already proved) 
it is no wonder that hiftorians fhould differ in their account of the object of it, fince the parties them- 
felves were not fully agreed. Thirdly, there is reafon to think that Lavdianum in Matthew Paris does 
not mean Lothian in Scotland. There appears to have been a territory, which antiently bore that ora 
fimilar name, in the north of England, For (1) The Saxon Chronicle, p. 197. fays that Malcolm 
Kenmure met William Rufus in Lodene in England. (2) It is agreed by all the hiftorians, that Hen- 
ry II. only reconquered from Scotland the northern counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, and 
Weftmorland. See Newbriggs, p. 383. .Wykes, p. 30. Hemingford, p. 492. Yet the fame coun- 
try is called by other hiftorians Loidis, comitatus Lodonenfis, or fome fuch name.. See M- Paris, p, 
68. M. Weft. p, 247. Annal, Waverl. p. 159. and Diceto, p. 531. (3) This Jait mentioned author, 
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which was to enforce his proofs, advanced tothe frontiers, and invited the Scots 
parliament and all the competitors to attend him in the caftle of Norham, a place 
fituated on the fouthern banks of the Tweed, in order to determine that caules 
which had been referred to his arbitration. But tho’ this deference feemed due 
to fo great a monarch, and was no*more than what his father and the Enelifh 
barons had, in fimilar circumftances, paid to Lewis IX. the King, careful not ta 
sive umbrage, and determined never to produce his claim, till it fhould be too 
Jate to think of oppofition, fent the Scottifh barons anacknowledgement, that, tho” 


at this time they pafled the frontiers, fuch a ftep fhould never-be drawn into pre-- 


cedent, nor afford the Englifh dings’ a pretence for exacting a like fubmiffion. 
in any future tranfactions *. When the whole Scottith nation had thus “unwafri- 
ly put themfelves in his power, Edward opened the conferences at Norhams 
and informed the parliament, by the mouth of Roger le Brabancon, his chief juf- 
ticiary, that he was come thither to determine the right among the competitors: 
to their crowns that he was determined to do ftri@ juftice to all parties; and 
that he was intitled to this authority, not in virtue of the reference made to him, 
but in the quality of fuperior and liege lord of the kingdom+. He then pro- 
duced his proofs of this fuperiority, which he. pretended to be unqueftionable, 
and he required of them an acknowledgment of it; a demand, which was fu- 
perfluous if the fact was already known and avowed, and which plainly betrays 
Edward's confcioufnefs of his Jame and defective title. The Scots parliament. 
were aftonifhed at fo new a pretenfion, and anfwered only by their filence. But 
the King, in order to maintain the appearance of free and regular proceedings, 


when he fpeaks of Lothian in Scotland, calls it Lokeneis, 


p- 574. tho” he had called the Englifh ter- 
ritory Loidis. 


(4) King David's charter to the church of Durham, begins with this paflage. Ommni- 
bus Scotis P Anglis, 1am in Scotia, quam in Ledoneis conftitutis, &c. See Spellman Glofs. in verbo Sco- 


tia. Whence we may learn, thatthe province of Lodoveium was not only fituated fouth of the Tweed). 
but alfo. extended beyond. Durham, and made a part of England. 


I thought this long note requifite in order to correct Mr. Carte’s miftake, an author whofe dilie 
gence and induftry has given light to many paflages of the more antient Englith hiftory. 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p. 539, 845. Walfing. p. 56. 


+ Rymer, vol, 2. p.543. It is remarkable that the Englith chancellor fpo 
ment in the French tongue. This was alfo the language commonly made ufe 
occafion. Ibid. pafim. The moft confiderable of the Scots, 
were of French origin : they valued themfelves upon it 


ners of the ifland. It is difficult to account for the fe 
the Bruces, Baliols, St. Clairs, 


ke to the Scots parl'as 
of by. all parties on that: 
as well as almoft all the Englith barons, 
5. and pretended to defpife the language and man: 
ttlement of fo many French families in Scotland, 


Somervilles, Gordons, Frafers, Cummins, Colvilles,. Umfrevilles, 
Mowbrays, Hays, Maules, who were not fupported: there as in England, by the power ofthe fword.. 


But the fuperiority of civility and knowledge, however fmall, over total ignorance and barbarifm, is 
prodigious. : Ce 


defired 


Se 


defired them ‘to remove into their own country, to deliberate upon his claim, to Chap. XITT, 


examine his proofs, te propofe all their objections, and then to inform him of 
their ‘refolutions: And he appointed a plain at Upfetleton, on the northern 


banks of the Tweed, for that purpofe. 


Wuen the Scottifh barons affembled in this place, tho” moved with indignation 
at the injuftice of this unexpected claim, and at the fraud with which it had. been 
conduéted, they found themfelves betrayed into a fituation, in which it was in- 
poffible for them to make any defence for the ancient liberty and independance 
of their country... The King of England, a martial and politic prince, at the 
head of a powerful army, lay at a very fmall diftance, and was only feparated 
from them by a river fordable in many places. Tho” by a fudden flicht fome of 
them might themfelves be able to make their efcape; what hopes could they 
entertain of fecuring the kingdom againft his future enterprizes? Without a head, 
without union among themfelves, attached all of them to different competitors, 
whofe title they had rafhly fubmitted to the decifion of this foreign ufurper, and 
who were thereby reduced: to:an abfolute dependance upon him; they could only 
expect by refiftance to entail on themfelves and their pofterity a more orievous 
and more deftructive fervitude. Yet even in this defperate ftate of their affairs, 
the Scottifh barons, as we learn from Walfingham *, one of the beft hiftorians 
of that period, had the courage to reply, that till they had a King, they could 
take no refolution on fo momentuous a point: The journal of King Edward 
fays, that they made no anfwer at all +: That is, perhaps, no particular an{wer 
or objection to Edward’s claim: And by this folution it is poffible to reconcile 
the journal with the hiftorian. The King, therefore, interpreting their filence as 
aconfent, addrefled himfelf to the feveral competitors, and previoufly to his pro- 


nouncing fentence, required their acknowledgement of his fuperiority. 


Ir is evident from the genealogy of the royal family of Scotland, that there 
could only be two queftions about the fucceffion, that between Baliol and Bruce 
on the one hand, and lord Haftings on the other, concerning the partition of the 
crown; and that between Baliol and Bruce themfelves, concerning the preference of 
their refpective titles, fuppofing the kingdom indivifible: Yet there appeared on 
this occafion no lefs than nine claimants befides, who challenged the crown ; John 
Comyn or Cummin Lord of Badenoch, Florence ear! of Holland, Patrick Dun- 
bar earl of March, William de Vefcey, Robert de Pynkeni, Nicholas de Soules, 
Patrick Galythly, Roger de Mandevill®, Robert de Rofs; not to mention the 


* Page 56. M. Welt. p. 436. It is faid by Hemingford, vol. 1. p, 33. that the King menaced 
violently the Scots barons, and forced them to compliance, at leaft to filence. 
P- 548. 


+ Rymer, vol. z, 
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King of Norway, who claimed as heir to his daughter Margaret *, Some of 
thefe competitors were defcended from more remote branches of the royal family ; 
others were even fprung from illegitimate children ; and as none of them had 
the leaft pretence of right, it is natural to conjecture, that Edward had fecretly 
encouraged them to appear in the lift of claimants, that he might fow the more 
divifions among the Scottifh nobility, make the caufe appear the more intricate, 
and be able to choofe, among a great number, the moft obfequious candidate. 


Bur he found them all equally obfequious on this occafion +. Robert Bruce 
was the firft who acknowledged Edward’s right of fuperiority over Scotland ; 
and he had fo far forefeen the King’s pretenfions, that even in his petition, where 
he fet forth his claim to the crown, he had previoufly applied to him as liege-lord 
of the kingdom; a ftep which was not taken by any of the other candidates {. 
They all, however, with feeming willingnefs made a like acknowledgement when 
required ; tho’ Baliol, left he fhould give offence to the Scots nation, had taken 
care to be abfent during the firft days; and he was the laft who recognized the 
King’s title §. Edward next deliberated concerning the method of proceeding 
in the difcuffion of this great controverfy. He appointed, that Baliol and fuck 
of the candidates as adhered to him, fhouid choofe forty commiflioners , Bruce 
and his adherents other forty: To thefe the King added twenty-four Englifhmen: 
And he ordered thefe hundred and four commiffioners to examine the caufe deli- 
berately among themfelves, and make their report to him ||: And he promifed 
in the enfuing year to give his determination. Mean while, he pretended, that it 
was requifite to have all the fortrefles of Scotland delivered into his hands, in 
order to enable him, without oppofition, to put the true heir in poffeffion of the 
crown ; and this exorbitant demand was complied with, both by the ftates and 
the candidates |. The governors alfo of all the caftles immediately refigned their 
command; except Umfreville earl of Angus, who refufed, without a formal 
acquittal from the parliament and the feveral claimants, to furrender his fortrefles to 


fach a domineering arbiter, who had given to Scotland fo many juft reafons of 


fufpicion *, Before this affembly had broke up, which had fixed fuch a mark of 
dithonour on the nation, all the prelates and barons there prefent {wore fealty to 
Edward; and that prince appointed commiffioners to take a like oath of all the 
other barons and perfons of diftinction in Scotland +. 


* Walfin. p. 58. + Rymer, vol. 2. p. 529, 545. Walfin. p. 56. Heming. vol. 1. p. 335 
34. ‘rivet. p. 269. M. Welt. p. 415. { Rymer, vol. 2. p. 5775 578) $79: § Rymer, _ 
vol. 2. p. 546. | Rymer, vol. 2. p. 555, 556. 4. Rymer, vol. z, p. 529. Walfins 
p- 56, 57- * Rymer, vol. 2. p. 531. + Rymer, vol. 2. p. 573. 
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Tue King, having finally made, as he imagined, this important acquifition, 
left the commiffioners to fit at Berwick, and examine the titles of the feveral 
candidates, who claimed the precarious crown, which Edward was willing for 
fome time to allow the lawful heir toenjoy. He went fouthwards, both in order 
to affift at the funerals of his mother, Queen Eleanor, who died about this time, 
and to compofe fome differences which had arifen among his principal nobility. 
Gilbert earl of Glocefter, the greateft baron of the kingdom, had efpoufed the 
King’s daughter ; and being elated by that alliance, and ftill more by his own 
exorbitant power, which, he thought, fet him above the laws, he permitted his 
bailiffs and vaffals to commit violences on the lands of Humphrey. Bohun earl 
of Hereford, who retaliated the injury by like violences. But this was not a 
reign in which fuch illegal proceedings could pafs with impunity. Edward pro- 
cured a fentence againft the two earls, committed them both to prifon, and would 
not reftore them to their liberty, till he exacted a fine of 1090 merks from Here- 
ford, and one of 10,000 from his fon-in-law. " 


Durine this interval,the titles of John Baliol and of Robert Bruce, whofe claims 
appeared to be the beft founded among the competitors to the crown of Scotland, 
were the fubject of general difquifition, as well as of debate among the commif- 
fioners. Edward, in order to give greater authority to his intended decifion, 
propofed this general queftion both to the affembly, and to all the celebrated 
lawyers in Europe; Whether a perfon defcended from the eldeft fifter, but far- 
ther removed by one degree, was preferable in the fucceffion of kingdoms, fiefs, 
and other impartible inheritances, to one defcended from the younger fifter, but 
one degree nearer the common ftock ? This was the true ftate of the cafe; and 
the right of reprefentation had now gained fuch ground every where, that an uni- 
form anfwer was returned to the King inthe affirmative. He therefore pronounced 
fentence in favour of Baliol; and when Bruce, upon this difappointment, joined 
afterwards lord Haftings, and Claimed a third of the kingdom, which he now 
pretended to be divifible, Edward, tho’ the interefts of his ambition feemed more 
to require the partition of Scotland, again pronounced fentence in favour of Ba- 
lio], That candidate, upon renewing his oath of fealty to England, was put in 
pofieffion of the kingdom *; all his fortreffes were reftored to him +; and the 
conduct of Edward, both in the deliberate folemnity of the proceedings, and in 
the juftice of his award, was fo far unexceptionable, 


Hap the King entertained no other view than that of eftablifhing his fuperiori- 


ty over Scotland, tho’ the iniquity of that claim was apparent, and was aggra- 


* Rymer, vol. 2. ps 590, 591, §93, 600, + Rymer, vol, 2. p. 599 
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vated by the moft egregious breach of truft, he might have fixed his pretenfions, 
and have left that important acquilition to his pofterity: But he immediately pro-— 
ceeded in fuch a manner, as made it apparent, that, not contented with this ufurpa- 
tion, he aimed alfo at the abfolute fovereignty and dominion of the kingdom. 
Inftead of gradually enuring, the: Scots to bear the yoke, and exerting his rights 
of fuperiority with moderation, he encouraged all appeals to England; required 
King John himfelf, by fix different fummons on trivial occafions, to come to Lon- 
don *; refufed him the privilege of defending his caufe by a procurator; and 
obliged him to appear at the:bar of his parliament as a privateperfon +. Thefe 
humiliating demands were hitherto quite unknawn to a King of Scotland: They 
are however the neceflary confequences of vafialage by the feudal law; and as 
there was no preceding inftance. of fuch treatment fubmitted to by a prince of that 
country, Edward mutt, from that circumftance: alone, had there remained any 
doubt, have been himfelf convinced, that his claim) was: altogether an ufurpa- 
tion t. But his intention plainly was, to enrage Baliol by thefe’ indignities, to 
engage him in rebellion, and to affume the dominion of the ftate as the punifh- 
ment of his treafon and felony. Accordingly Baliol, tho’ a prince of a foft aad _ 
gentle {pirit, returned:into Scotland highly provoked at this ufage, and determined 
at.all hazards to vindicate his liberty; and the war, which foon after broke out 
between France and England, gave him a favourable opportunity for executing 
his purpofe. : 
Tue violences, robberies and diforders, to which that age was fo fubject, were 
not confined to the licentious barons and their retainers at land: The fea was 
equally infefted with pyracy: The weak execution of the laws had given li- 


cence to all orders of men: Anda general appetite for rapine and revenge, fup- 


ported by a falfe point of honour, had alfo infected the merchants and mariners,. 
and pufhed them, on any provocation, to feek redrefs, by immediate retaliation 
upon- the agereffors. A Norman and Englifh fhip met off the coaft near Ba- 


yonne; and having both occafion for frefh water, they fent their boats to land,. 


and the feveral' crews came at the fame time to the fame fpring: There enfued_ 


+ 


* Rymer, vol, 2. p-603, 605,606, 608, Gis, 616. + Ryley’s Placit. Parl. p. rgz, 153. 
_ 4 See Rymer, vol. 2. p. 533, where Edward wnites to the King’s Bench to receive appeals from 
Scotland. He knew the practice to be unufual ; yet he eftablithes:it'as.an infallible confequence of} 
his foperiority. We learn alfo from the fame.book, p. 603, that immediately upon'réceiving the ho- 
mage, he changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the Scots King, whom he now calls dileéto &F fideli, in- 
fiead of fratri dile&o S fideli, the appellation which he had always before ufed to him;. fe Pp. - og 
124, 168,.280; 1064; -Phis-is-a certain proof, that he him{elfwas not deceived, as was Calis 


indeed poftible, but that he was confcious.of: his ufurpation. Yet he folémnly {wore afterwards to the 
juftice of his pretenfions, when he defended them before Pope Boniface, 


3 | a quarrel 
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a-quatrel.forsthe preference: A-Norman, drawing his dagger, attempted to ftab Chap 


an Englifhman; who, grappling wath him, threw his adverfary on the ground; 
and the Norman, as was pretended, falling on his own dagger, was flain *. This 
fouffe berween.two feamen about water, kindled foon a bloody war. between the 
two: nations, and involved a great part of Europe in the quarrel. ‘The mariners 
of the Norman fhip carried their complaints to the French King : Philip, with- 
out.enquiring into the truth, without afking for redrefs, bid them take revenge, 
and trouble him no.more about the mattert+. The Normans, who had been more 
regular. than ufual in applying.to, the crown, needed but this hint to proceed to 
inamediate violence: . They feized an Englifh fhip in the channel; and hanging, 
along with, fome dogs, feveral of the crew on the yard-arm, in prefence of their 
companions, .difmiffed the veficl +; and bad the mariners inform their country- 
men, that, vengeance was now taken for the blood of the Norman killed at’ Ba- 
yonne. This injury, accompanied by fo general and deliberate an infult, was re- 
fented by the mariners of the cinque ports, who, without carrying any com- 
plaints to the ding, ,or waiting, for.redrefs, retaliated by committing like barba- 
‘ities on-all French, veffels without diftinction. The French, provoked.by their 
lofies, preyed on thetfhips -of all Edward’s fubjects,, whether Englifh or Gafcon: 
The fea became a fcene of pyracy between the nations ;\, The fovereigns,. without 
either feconding- or reprefling the violence of their fubjects, feemed: to continue 
indifferent {pectators : The Englifh made: private aflociations with the Irifh and 
Dutch feamen ;' the. French with. the Flemifh and Genoefe §: .And the animofi- 
ties of the people on both fides became every, day more violent, and barbarous. 
A- fleet of two-hundred Norman .veffels fet fail to the fouth for wine. and other 
commodities ;. and in their, pafiage, feized all the Englifh fhips which they met 
with ; hanged the feamen, and feized the goods. ‘Lhe inhabitants of the Englifh 
fea ports, informed.of \this event, fitted out a fleet of fixty fail, ftronger and bet- 
rer manned than the others.;.and_ awaited the enemy on their return. After an 
obftinate battle; they.put. them to rout, and funk, deftroyed, or took the 
ereateft part of..them No, quarter was given, and it js pretended, that the 
lofs of the Brench.on this occafion,.amounted to.15,000 men: W hich is ac- 
counted for by-this circumftance, that. the Norman fleet was, employed in trant- 
porting, a confiderable body of foldiers from the fouth. 


| 


}@ 





Tie affair was now become too important-to be any longer overlooked by the 
princes. On Philip’s fending an.envoy to demand reparation and reftitution, the 


* Walfin. p. 58. Heming. vol. 1. p. 39: + Walfin, p. 53. t Heming, vol. 1. 
p. 46. M.‘Weit. p. 419. § Heming. vol.:repe 40. || Walfin.-_p. 6o2..T vet, p. 
274. Chron. Dunft.wol. z. p. 609. 
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King difpatched th 
date the quarrel. He firft faid, 


e bifhop of London to the French court, in order to accont- 

that the Englifh courts of juftice were open to 

all men; and if any F renchman were injured, he might feek reparation by courfe 

of law *. He next offered to adjuft the matter by private arbitrators, or by 

perfonal ‘nterview with the King of France, or by a reference either to the Pope 

or the college of cardinals, or any particular cardinals, agreed on by both par- 

ties +. The French, probably the more difgufted, as they were hitherto lofers 

in the quarrel, refufed all thefe expedients : The veffels and the goods of mer- 
chants were confifcated on both fides: Depredations were continued by the Gaf- 
cons on all the weftern coafts of France, as well as by the Englifh in the chan- 
nel: Philip cited the King, as duke of Guienne, to appear in his court at Paris, 
and an{wer for thefe offences: And Edward, apprehenfive of danger to that pre- 
vince, fent John St. John, an experienced foldier, to Bourdeaux, and gave-him: 
directions to put Guienne in a pofture of defence {. . 


Trat he might however prevent a final rupture between the nations, the King: 

difpatched his brother, Edmond, ear} of Lancafter, to Paris ; and:as that prince had 
efpoufed the Queen of Navarre, motherto Jane, Queen of France, he feemed, on 
account of that alliance, the moft proper perfon for finding expedients to accommo- 
date the difference. Jane pretended to interpofe with her good offices: Mary, the 
Queen-dowager, feigned the fame amicable difpofition: And thefe two princefies 
told Edmond, that the circumftance, the moft difficult to-adjuft, was the point 
of honour with Philip, who thought himfelf affronted by the injuries committed 
againft him by his fub-vaffals in Guienne : But if once Edward would confent to 
give him feizin and pofleffion of that province, he would think his honour fully 
repaired, and engage to reftore it immediately, and would accept of a very eaty 
{atisfaction for all the other injuries. The King was confulted on this occafioa, 
and as he then found himfelf in immediate danger of war with the Scots, which 
he regarded as the more important conc¢rn, this politic prince, blinded by his fa- 
-vourite paffion for fubduing that nation, allowed’ himfelf to be deceived by fo 
grofs an artifice §. He fent his brother orders to fign and execute the treaty with 
the two queens; Philip folemnly promifed to execute his part of it; and the 
King’s citation to appear in the court of France, was accordingly recalled: But 
the French monarch was no fooner put in poffeffion of Guienne, than the citation. 
was renewed ; Edward was condemned for non-appearance ; and Guienne, bya 
formal fentence, was declared to be forfeited and annexed to the crown ||. 

* Trivet, p. 275. + Trivet, p. 275. t Trivet, p. 276. § Rymer, vol. 

2. p. 619, 620, Walfin. p.61. Heming. vol. 1. p. 42, 43. Trivet, p. 277. it Rymer, vol, 


2.p. 620, 622. Walfin.p. 61, Trivet, p. 278 
EpWAR?, 
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Epwanrp, fallen into a like fnare with that which he had fpread for the Scots, Chap. XIII, 
was ‘inraced; and the more fo, as he was juttly afhamed of his own conduét, in 9 *79* 
being fo egregioufly over-reached by the court of France. Senfible of the ex- 
tretne difficulties, which he would encounter in the recovery of Gafcony, where 
he had not retained a fingle place in his hands; he endeavoured to compenfate 
that lofs, by forming alliances with feveral European princes, who, he propofed, 
fhould attack France on all quarters, and make a diverfion of her forces. Adol- 
phus de Naflau, King of the Romans, entered into a treaty with him for that 
purpofe *; as did alfo Amadzeus, count of Savoy, the archbifhop of Cologne, 
the counts of Gueldre and Luxembourg ; the duke of Brabant and count of Bar- 
re, who had married his two daughters, Margaret and Eleanor: But thefe alli- 
ances were extremely burdenfome on his narrow revenues, and proved in the iffue 
entirely ineflectual. More impreffion was made on Guienne by an Englifh army, 
which he compleated by emptying the jails of many thoufand thieves and robbers, 
who had been confined there for their crimes. So low had the profeffion of arms 
fallen, and fo much had it degenerated from the footing, on which it ftood dur- 
ing the vigour of the feudal fyftem ! 


Tue King himfelf was detained in England, firft by contrary winds}, then — g29¢; 
by his apprehenfions of a Scots invafion, and by a rebellion of the Welfh, whom =" 
he repreffed and brought again under fubjection =. The army, which he fent 
to Guienne, was commanded by his nephew, John ce Bretagne, earl of Rich- 
mond, and under him by St. John, Tibetot, de Vere, and other officers of re- 
putation §; who made themfelves mafters of the town of Bayonne, as well as of 
Bourg, Blaye, Rions, St. Severe, and other places, which ftraitened Bourdeaux, 
and cut off its communication both by fea and land. The favour, which the 
Gafcon nobility bore to the Englifh government, facilitated thefe conquefts, and 
feemed to promife ftill greater fucceffes ; but this advantage was foon loft by the 
mifconduét of fome of the officers. Philip’s brother, Charles de Valois, who 
commanded the French armies, having laid fiege to Podenfac, a fmall fortrefs 
near Rions, obliged Giffard, the governor, to capitulate ; and the articles, tho?’ 
favourable to the Englifh, left all the Gafcons prifoners at difcretion, of whom 
about fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels: A policy, by which he both inti- 
midated that people, and produced an irreparable breach between them and the 
Englifh |. That prince immediately attacked Rions, where the earl of Richmond 


* Heming. vol. 1. p. 51- + Chron. Dunft. vol. 2. p. 622. t Walfing. p. 62. 
Heming. vol. 1. p. 55. Trevet, p. 282. Chron. Dunf. vol, 2. p. 622, § Trevet. p. 279- 
jj Heming.-vol. 1. p. 49 
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Chap. XIII. himfelf commanded ; and as the place feemed not very defenfible, the Englifh 
1295: general drew his troops to the water-fide with an intention of embarking with the 
ereateft part of the army. The enraged Gafcons fell upon his rear, andiat the 
fame time opened their gates to the French, who, befides imeking themfelves 
mafters of the place, took many prifoners of diftinétion, St. Severe was more 
vigoroufly defendéd by Hugh deé Vere, fon to thé earl of Oxford ; but was at 
laft obliged to capitulate. The French King, not contented with thefe fucceffes 
in Gafcony, threatened England with an invafion ; and by a fudden attempt, his 
troops took’ and burnt Dover *, but were obligéd 160n after to retire. “And in 
order to make a Gréater divérfion of the Englith foree, and engage Edward in 
dariverous and important wars, he formed a fecret alliance with John Baliol, King 
of Scotland ; the commencement of that iG union, which, during fo many 
ages, was maintained, by mutual interefts and necéffities, between the French and 
Scottifi nations. John confirmed this alliance by ftipulating a marriage between 
his eldeft fon and the daughter of Philip de Valois F. | 
z Tue expences, attending thefe multiplied wars of Edward, and his prepara- 
Digrefion tions for war, joined to alterations, which had infenfibly taken place in the ge- 
eee neral ftate of affairs, obliged him to have frequent recourfe to parliamentary {up- 
on of parlia- plies, introduced the lower orders of the ftate into the publick councils, and laid 
pues ‘the foundations of great and important changes in the government. Tho” no- 
thing could be worfe calculated for cultivating the arts of peace or maintaining 
peace itfelf, than the long fubordination of vafialage from the King to the mean- 
eft gentleman, and the confequent flavery of the lower people, evils infeparable 
from the feudal fyftem ; that fyftem was never able to fix the ftate in a proper 
fe warlike pofture, or give it the full exertion of its power for defence, and {till lefs. 
— for offence, againft a public enemy. The military tenants, unacquainted with 
. obedience, unexperienced in war, held a rank in the troops by their birth, not by 
their merits or fervices ; compofed .a‘very diforderly and ‘confequently a ‘very 
feeble army; and during the few days, which they were obliged by their tenures 
to remain in the field, were often more formidable to their own prince than to 
foreign powers, againft whom they were affembled. ‘The fovertigns cante 
gradually to difufe this cumberfome and dangerous machine, fo apt: to re- 
coil upon the hand which held it; and exchanging the military fervice for pe- 
cuniary fupplies, inlifted forces by means of a contract with ‘particular officefs,, 


> 


»] ® . 
of the war. The barons and knights theaafelves often entered into thefe engage- 


* Trevet, p. 284. Chron. Dunft. vol. 2. p. 642. . S + Reiser pt S 
Heming. vol. 1. p. 76. Trevet. p. 285. ymer, vol,.2. ps 680,681, 695; 697. 
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(fuch as thofe the Italians denominate Condoftier7) whom they difmiffed at the end - 
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ments, with the prince, .and ‘were enabled to ijl their. bands,. both by the autho- 
rity which they poffeffed over their vafials and tenants, and from the great num- 
bers of: loofe, diforderly. people, whom they found on their. eftates, and who 


wil llingiy embraced an Opportunity v of cratifyine their appetite for war and rapine. 


<2) ’ a) 


Mean-while, the.old Gothic fabric, being negleéted, went gradually to dec: ay 3 
and tho’ the conqueror nad aryideg all the lands of England into fixty thoufand 


knight’s fees, the number of thefe was infenfibly diminifhed by various artifices ; 
and the king at. laft.found, that, by putting the law in execution, he could at- 
femble only a very, fmal] part of the antient force of the kingdom. Tt ‘was an 
ufual expedient for men,. who held of thé King ora great baron by muitary te- 


Oo 
| 


nure, to transfer their lands to the church, and receive them back by another te- 
nure called frankalmoigne, by which they were not bound to perform any fer- 
vice*, A law was made againft this practice; but the abufe had probably gone 
far before it was attended to, and probably was not entirely corre etter : by the new 
ftatute, which, like moft of the laws of that age, we may ConjeCure to ave been 
but feebly executed by the mag siftrate aeainft the perpetual interefts of fo many 
individuals. he conftable and marefchal, when they muftered the armies, often 
ina hurry, and for want of better information, received the fervice : fa baron for 
fewer knight’s fees, than were, due by him; and one precedent of this kind was 
held good againft the King, and became ever after,a reafon for diminifhing the 
fervice +. . The rolls of knight’s. fees were very inaccurately kept; no Care was 
taken to clear them before the armies were fummoned into the field fT; it was 
then too late to. think of examining records and charters; and the fervice -was 
accepted on the footing which the vafial himfelf was pleafed to acknowledge, ai- 
ter all the various. fubdivifions and conjunctions of property had thrown an ob- 
{curity on the nature and extent of his tenure §._, It is eafy to judge of the intri- 
cacies which would attend difputes of this kind with individuals; when even the 
number of military fees, belonging to,the church, whofe property was fixed and 
unalienable, .became.the fubject of -controverfy; and we find in particular, that 
when the ,bifhop. of Durham ..was chasged.. with feventy. knights fees for the aid 
levied tojmarry. Fdenry JI’s Spit ter to the.duke. of Saxony,, the prelate acknow- 
ledged.ten, sand.difowned the other fixtyy|.. »[t:is.not. known,in. what manner ehis 
difference was, terminated ;. but,had the/queftion, beenjcongerning an,armament to 
defend the kingdom, the bifhop’s fervice would probably have been received 


* Madox’s Baronia Anglica, 'puitia +i-Madox’sBaronia Anglica, »p.) 11s. 
+t: We hear only:o8 que:king; Henry Us who.:took this pains;:and the records ealied Pees niger 
Seatcarii, was the refaltsofit. yen Madox. Bar. Ange pica 16. \jpMaclexisB ars oAng. 
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without oppofition for ten fees, and this rate muft alfo have fixed all his future 
Pecuniary fcutages, therefore, diminifhed as much as military fer- 
vices *: Other methods of filling the exchequer as well as the armies muft be de- 
vifed : New fituations produced new laws and inftitutions: And the great altera- 
tions in the finances and military power of the crown, as well as in private pro- 
perty, were the fource of equal innovations in every part of the legiflature or ci- 
vil government. | 
Tue exorbitant eftates, conferred by the Norman, on his barons and chief- 
tains, remained not long entire and unimpaired. The landed property was gra- 
dually fhared out into more hands; and thofe immenfe baronies were divided, ei- 
ther by provifions to younger children, by partitions among co heirs, by fale, 
or by efcheating to the King, who oratified a great number of his courtiers, by 
dealing them out among them in fmaller portions. Such moderate eftates, as 
they required oeconomy, and confined the proprietors to their own houfes, were 
better calculated for duration; and the order of knights and fmall barons grew 
daily more numerous, and began to form a very refpeétable rank or order in the 
{tate. As they were all of them immediate vaflals of the crown by military te- 
nure, they were, from the principles of the feudal law, equally intitled with the 
greateft barons, to a feat in the national or general councils; and this right, tho’ 
regarded as a privilege, which the owners would not entirely relinquifh, was alfo 
con{idered as a burthen, which they defired to be fubjected to only on extraordi- 
nary, occafions. Hence it was provided in the charter of King John, that, while 
the great barons were fummoned to the general council by a particular writ, the 
{mall barons, under which appellation the knights were alfo comprehended, 
fhould only be called by a general fummons of the fheriff. The diftinétion be- 
tween great and {mall barons, like that between rich and poor, was not exactly 
defined; but, agreeable to the inaccurate genius of that age and to the fimplici- 
ty of antient government, was left very much to be determined by the difcretion 
of the King and his minitters. It was ufual for the prince to require, by a par- 
ticular fummons, the attendance of a baron in one parliament, and to need’ 
him in future parliaments +; nor was this uncertainty ever complained of as an 
injury. He attended when required: He was better pleafed on other occafions 
to be exempted from the burthen: And as he was acknowledged to be of the 


payments. 


® In order to pay the fum of 100,000 marks, as King Richard’s ranfom, twenty fhillings were im- 
pofed on each Knight’s fee. Had the fees remained on the original footing, as fettled by the con- 
queror, this f{cutage would have amounted to go,oco marks, which was nearly the fum required : But 
we find, that many other grievous taxes wexe impofed to complete it: A certain proof, that many 
frauds and abufes had prevailed in the roll of knights fees. + Chancellors Weit, enquiry into 
the manner of creating peers, Pp, 43, 46, 47, 55. 
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fame order with the greateft barons, it gave them no furprize to fee him Chap. XIII. 
take his feat in the great councils, whether he appeared of his own accord, or 1795 
by a particular fummons from the King. The barons from Wiit, therefore, be- 

gan gradually to intermix themfelves with the antient barons from Tenzures and 

as Cambden tells us *, from an antient manufcript, now loft, that after the bat- 

tle of Evefham, a pofitive law was enatted, prohibiting every baron to appear 

in parliament, who was not invited thither by a particular fummons, the whole 
baronage of England held thenceforward their feat by writ, and this important 
privilege of their tenures was in effect abolifhed. On'y where writs had been re- 

gularly continued for fome time in one greatsfamily, the omiffion of them would 

have been regarded as an affront, and even as an injury. 


A like alteration gradually took place in the order of earls, who were the high- 
eft rank of barons. The dignity of an earl, like that of a baron, was antiently 
territorial and official +: He exercifed jurifdiction within his county: He levied 
the third of the fines to his own profit: He was at once a civil and a military 
magiftrate ; And tho” his authority, from the firft conqueft of the Normans, was 
hereditary in England, the title was fo much connected with the office, that 
where the King intended to create a new earl, he had no other expedient than to 
erect a certain territory into a county or earldom, and to beftow it upon the per- 
fon and his family {.. But as the fheriffs, who were the vice-gerents of the earls, 
were named by the King, and removeable at pleafure, he found them more de- 
pendant upon hin ; and endeavoured to throw the whole autiority and jurifdic- 
tion of the office into their hands, This magiftrate was at the head of the f- 
nances, and levied all the King’s rents within his county : He afféffed at pleafiire 
the talliages on the inhabitants in royal demefne:. He had ufually committed to. 
him the management of wards and often of efcheats: He prefided in the lower 
courts of judicature : And thus, tho” inferior to the earl in dignity, he was foon 
confidered, by this union of the judicial and fifcal powers, and by the confidence 
repofed in him by the King, as much fuperior to him in authority, and under- 
rained his influence within his own jurifdiction §. It became ufual, in creating an, 
earl, to give him a fixt fallary, commonly about twenty pounds a year, in lieu. 
of his third of the fines: The diminution of his power kept pace with the re- 
trenchment of his profit; And the dignity of earl, inftead of territorial and offir 


* In Britann. p. 122. + Spellm. Gloff. in. voce, Comi:, 
+ Effays on Britifh Antiquities. ‘This praétice, however, feems to have been.more familiar in Scots 
land and the kingdoms on the continent, than in England, | 
§ There are inftances of princes of the blood who accepted of the office of fheriff, Spellman in voce 
Wicecomiss 2 : 
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cial, dwindled ‘into - perforial and titular. “Such were the: mighty valteratiens, 
which had already folly taken iplace, “6 were gradually: advancing, ian) the hotfe 
of peers ; that is, in the parltament : Fortthere wasranticntly nocother hiowle. » yc! 
Bur tho’ the introduction of batons by writf"and Of ‘ticular éatls,: hadagiven 
fome encreafe to the royal authority ; there were other*caufes, which coufiterbal- 
lanced thofe innovations, and tended in a higher degree to diminifh: the’ power of 
the fovereign.. . Lhe difufe,, into which the feudal militia had in a great meéa{ure 
fallen, made.the barons almoft entirely , forget their dependence on. the crown : 
By the diminutiomof knights fees, the King had no reafonable compenfation when 
he levied fcutages and exchanged their fervices for money: The alienations Of 
the crown lands had reduced him to poverty - And above all, the’ conceffion of 
is to royal authority, and had rendered it more-dif- 
rt any exttaordinary acts of arbitrary 
fg to court the‘friendfhip of'the 
ngerous to ‘him, and 


the great charter had fet bount 
ficult and dangerous for the prince to exe 
power. In this fituation tt was natural for the Ki 
leffer. barons. and. knights, whofe influence ‘was nowife da 
who, being expofed to opprefiion from their powerful neighbours, fought©a le- 
gal protection under, the fhadow of the throne. He defired, therefore, to have 
their prelence Wigper Aner wheré they ferved to controul the turbulent refolu- 
tions of the great. To exact a regular attendance of the whole body would-have 
and would have impofed too heavy a-burthen upon them: 

To fammon only.a few by writ, tho’ it was practifed and hada good: effect, 
ferved not entirely the King’s purpofe ; becaufe thefe members had no farther 
authority than attended their perfonal character, and were eclivfed by the appear- 
*sace of the more powerful nobility. He therefore difpenfed with’ the attendance 
“of moft of the lefier barons in parliament ; and in return for this indulgence,“(for 
‘fuch it was then efteemed) required them. to choofe in each county a certain num- 
"ber. of their own body, whofe charges. they bore, and who, having gained the 
confidence, carried with them, of courfe, the authority of the whole:order: “This 
expedient had been practifed at different times, in the reign of Henry Ili *. and 
_ regularly, during that of the prefent King. The numbers fent up ‘by each coun- 
ty varied at the willof the prince}: They took their feat among the other peefs 5 
becaufe by their tenure they belonged to that order t: The introducing them’ in- 
‘to that houfe fearce appeared’ to be an infhovation : And tho? it was-eafily “in the 
King’s power, by varying their number, to command the refolutions of the, whole 
spaniament, chis.circumaftance was-little attended to, in an ace, when force. was 


produced confufion, 


nova; nek Claut. 38., len. NE m.7.and.12 d: As alfo Rot. Clauf. 42. Hen. Il. m. 1d. Pryniie’s 
pref. to Cotton’s Abridgement. : + Brady’s anfwer to Petyt, from the records, p. 151. 


#3}. Brady’s Treatife of Boroughs, App. N®. 13, 
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more prevalent than laws, and when a refolution, tho’ taken by the majority of 
a legal affembly, could not be executed, if it oppofed the will of the more power- 
ful minority. 

Bur there were other important confequences, which followed the diminution 
and difufe of the antient feudal militia. The King’s expences, in levying and 
maintaining a military force for every enterprize, was encreafed beyond what his 
narrow revenues were able to bear: As the fcutages of his military tenants, which 
were accepted in lieu of their perfonal fervice, had fallen to nothing; there were 
no means of fupply but from voluntary aids granted him by the parliament and 
church : Or from the talliages which he might levy upon the towns and inhabi- 
tants in royal demefne. In the former year, Edward had been obliged to exact 
no lefs than the fixth of all moveables from the laity, and the half of all ecclefi- 
aftical benefices* for his expedition into Poictav, and the fuppreffion of the 
Welfh: And this diftrefsful firuation, which was likely often to return upon him 
and his fucceffors, made him think of a new device, and fummon up the repre- 
fentatives of all the boroughs to parliament. This period, which is the twenty third 
of his reign, feems to be the real and true epoch of the houfe of commons ; and the 
firft faint dawnings of popular government in England. For the reprefentatives 
of the counties were only deputies:from the fmaller barons and lefer nobility : 
And the former precedent of reprefentatives from the boroughs, who were fum- 
moned by the earl of Leicefter, was regarded as the a&t of a violent ufurpation, 
had been difcontinued in all the fubfequent parliaments, and if that meafure had 
not become requifite on other accounts, this example was more likely to blaft 
than give credit to it. 


Durine the'courfe of two centuries, the kings of England, in imitation of 
other European’ princes, had embraced the falutary policy of encouraging and 
protecting the lower and more induftrious orders of the itate ; whom they found 
well difpofed:to obey the laws and civil magiftrate, and whofe ingenuity and |a- 
bour furnifhed commodities, requifite for the ornament of peace and fupport of 
war. Tho’ the inhabitants of the country were ftill left at the difpofal of their 
imperious lords; many attempts were made to give more fecurity and liberty to 
citizens, and make them enjoy. unmolefted, the fruits of their induftry. Bo- 
roughs were erected by royal patent . within the demefne. lands :.. Liberty of trade 
was conferred upon them: The inhabitants were allowed to farm at a fixt rent 
their own tolls and cuftoms+: They were permitted to elect their own magif- 
trates: Juftice was diftributed to them by thefe magiftrates, without obliging 


* Brady of boroughs, p. 31. from the records. Heming. vol. 1. p, §2« M. Weit. p. 422. Ryley, 
p. 462. + Madox. Firma Burgi, p. 21. 
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them to attend the fheriff or county courts: And fome fhadow of independance 
was gradually acquired to the people, ‘by ‘means of thefe equitable privileges *- 
The King, however, retained ftill the power of levying talliages or taxes upon 
them at pleafure }.; and tho’ their poverty-and the cuftoms of the age made thefe 
demands neither frequent nor exorbitant, fuch unlimited authority in the fovereign 
was a fenfible check upon commerce, and was utterly incompatible with all the 
principles of a free government. But when the multiplied neceffities of the crown 
produced a greater demand for fupply, the King, whofe prerogative entitled him 
to exact it, found, that he had not power fufficient to enforce his edicts, and that 
it was requifite, before he impofed taxes, to fmooth the way for his demand, and 
to obtain the previous confent of the boroughs, by follicitation, remonftrances, 
and authority. The inconvenience of tranfacting this bufinefs with every parti« 
cular borough was foon felt; and Edward became fenfible, that the moft ex- 
peditious way of obtaining fupply, was to afiemble together the deputies of all 
the boroughs, to lay before them the neceffities of the ftate, to difcufs the mat- 
ter in their prefence, and to require their confent to the demands of their fove- 
reign. For this reafon, he iffued writs to the therifts, enjoining them to fend to 
parliament, along with two knights of the. fhire, two, deputies from. each bo- 
rough withis i ‘heir county {, and thefe provided with fufficient.powers from their 
munity, £0 confent, in their name, to what he and his council fhould require 
of them. 4s it is a moft equitable rule, fays he, in his preamble to this writ, ¢haé 
what concerns all fhould be approved of by all, and common dangers be repelled by 
united efforts §; anoble principle, which may feem to,indicate a liberal mind in 
the King, and which laid the foundations of a free and an equitable government, 
Arrer the election of thefe deputies, by the aldermen and common council, 
they gave fureties for their attendance before the King and parliament : Their 
charges were borne by the borough, which fentthem: And they had fo little idea 






of appearing as legiflators, a character extremely wide of their low rank and con- 


* Brady of boroughs, Appen, N°. 1, 2, 3. ae 
+ The King had not only the power of talliating the inhabitants within his own demefnes, but 
that of granting to particular barons the power of talliating the inhabitants within theirs. See Bra« 
dy’s anfwer to Petyt, p. 118. Madox hift, of the Exchequer, -p. 518. 
{ Writs were iffued to about 120 cities: and boroughs. , 


§ Brady of boroughs, p. 25, 33, from the records. The writs of the parliaments immediately 
preceding, remain: and the return of knights is there required, but not a word of ‘the boroughs: A 
demonftration, that this was the very year in which they commenced. In the year immediately _pre- 
ceding, the taxes weré levied by a feeming or forced confent of each particular borough, beginning 
with London. Id. p..31,-32>- 33, from the records. .Alfo'his anfwer to Petyt,; p. 40, 41. 
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dition *, that no intelligence could be more difagreeable to any borough, than’to 
find that they muft elect, or to any individual than that he was elected, to a 
truft from which no proft or honour could poffibly be expected +. They com- 
pofed not, properly fpeaking, any effential part of the parliament: They met 
apart both from the barons and knights Tt, who difdained to mix with fuch mean 
perfonages: After they had given their confent to the taxes, required of them, 
. their bufinefs being now finifhed, they feparated, even tho’ the parliament ftill con- 
tinued to fit, and to canvafs the national bufinefs §: And as they all confifted of 
men, who were real burgeffes of the place, from which they were fent, the fhe- 
riff, when he found no perfon of abilities or wealth fufficient for this office, often 
ufed the freedom of omitting particular boroughs in his returns; and as he re- 
ceived the thanks of the people for this indulgence, he gave no offence to the 
court, who levied, without diftinétion, the tax agreed to by the majority of 
deputies {. 

Tue union, however, of the reprefentatives from all the boroughs gave gra- 
dually more weight to the whole order; and it -becamecuftomary for them, in 
return for the fupplies, which they granted, to prefer petitions to the crown 
for the redrefs of any particular grievances, of which they found reafon to com- 
plain. ‘The more the King’s demands multiplied, the fafter thefe petitions en- 
creafed both in number and authority ; and the prince found it difficult to ree 
fufe men, whofe grants had fupported his throne, and to whofe affiftance he might 
fo foon be again obliged to have recourfe.’ The commons however were {till 
much below the rank of legiflators |. Their petitions, tho’ they received a ver- 


ba] 


* Reliquiz Spellm. p. 64. Prynne’s pref. to Cotton’s Abridg. and the Abridg. paffim, 
+ Brady of boroughs, p. 59, 60. 


‘{ Brady of boroughs, p. 37, 38, from the records, and append, p. 19. Alfo his append. to hie 
anf.to Petyt. Record. And his gloff. in Verb, Communitas Regn. p. 33. 

§ Ryley’s Placit. Parl. p. 241, 242, &c. Cotton’s Abridg. p. 14. 

|. Brady of boroughs, p. 52, from the records. ‘There is even an inftance in the reign of Edward 
IIf. when the King named all the deputies. Id. anf. to Petyt, p. 161. If he fairly named the moft 
confiderable and creditable burgefles, little exception would be taken; as their bufinefs was not to 
check the King, but to reafon with him and-confent to his demands. It was not till the reign of Ri- 
chard IJ. that the fheriffs were deprived of the power of omitting boroughs at pleafure. See Stat. at 
laree, sth Rich. Il. cap. 4. 

+ In the reign of Henry IV. the King told the commons, that they were only petitioners, that is, 
they had not any proper legiflative authority.. Cotton’s.abridg. p. 392, All judgment, fays.the Records 
appertains to the King and the lords. The commons were fo little accufomed to tranfa@ public bufi - 
ne{s, that they had no {peaker, till after the parliament-6th Edw. Ill. See Prynne’s preface to Cot- 
ton"sabridg. Not till the firt of Richard Il. in the opinion of mot antiquarians. ‘The commons 
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Chap. XIII. hal affent from the throne, were only the rudiments of laws: The judges were af- 


295+ 


terwards entrufted with the power of putting them into form: And the King, by 
adding to them the fanction of his authority, and that fometimes without the af- 
fentof the nobles, beftowed validity upon them. The age did not refine fo much 
as to perceive the danger of thefe irregularities. No man was difpleafed, that the 
fovereign, at the defire of any clafs of mén, fhould iffue an order, which only 
concerned that clafs; and his predeceffors were fo near pofleffing the whole legi- 
flative power, that he gave no difeuft by affuming it in this feemingly inof- 
fenfive manner. But time and farther experience gradually opened mens eyes 
and corrected fuch abufes. It was found, that no laws could be fixed for one 
order. of men without affeéting the whole; and that.the force and efficacy of 
laws depended entirely on the terms employed in wording them. The houfe of 


peers, therefore, the moft powerful order of the ftate, reafonably expected, that 


their affent fhould be exprefsly granted to all public ordinances *: And in the 
reign of Henry V. the commons required that no laws fhould be framed merely 
upon their petitions, unlefs the ftatutes were worded by themfelves, and had paf- 
fed their houfe in the form of a bill 7. 

Bur as the fame caufes, which produced a partition of property, continued 
{till to operate; the number of knights and leffer barons, or what the Englith 


call the gentry, perpetually encreafed, and funk into a rank ftill more inferior to 


the great nobility. The equality of tenure was loft in the great inferiority of 
power and property; and the houfe of reprefentatives from the counties was gra- 
dually feparated from that of the peers, and formed a diftinct order in the ftate 2 
The growth of commerce, meanwhile, augmented the private wealth and confi- 
deration of the burgeffes; the frequent demands of the crown encreafed their 
public importance 5 and as they refembled the knights of fhires in one material 
eircumftance, that of reprefenting particular bodies of men; it no longer appear- 
ed unfuitable to unite them together in the fame houfe, and to confound their 


were very unwilling to meddle in any ftate affairs, and commonly either referred themfelves to the lords, 
or defired a {ele& committee of that houfe to affift them, as.appears from Cotton. 5.E. III. n. 5. 15 B: 
Ul. n.17; 21 BE. Ubon. 5; 47 EI. n.53 50 E. IlI.n. 10; 51 E. TY. nv 18; 1 R. Im 125 
2R.U. n.123 5 R. Hl. n. 14, 2 parl.6.R. If. n. 145 parl. 2, GR. Ih. n. 8, &c. 

* In thefe inftances found in Cotton’s abridgement, where the King appears to anfwer of himfclf 
the petitions of the commons, he probably exerted no more than that power, which was long inhe- 
rent in the crown, of regulating leffer matters by his ediéts or proclamations. But no durable or ge- 
neral ftatute feems ever to have been made by the King from the petition of the commons alones, 
without the aflent of the peers. | 


+ Brady’s anfwer to Petyt, p. 85, from the records, t Cotton’s abridgement, p. 13. 
| rights 








































Bi Wow WR 'D' <1. 93 


rights and privileges *. Thus the third eftate, that of the commons, reached at Chap. XIII. 
laft sits prefent form; and as the country gentlemen made thenceforwards no Sis 
fcruple of appearing as deputies of the boroughs, the diftinction between the 
members was entirely loft, and the lower houfe acquired thence a great acceffion 

of weight and importance in the kingdom: © Still, however, the office of this eftate 

was very different from that which it has fince exercifed with fo much advantage 

to the public. Inftead of checking and controuling the authority of the King, 

they were naturally induced to adhere to him, as the great fountain of law and 

juftice, and to fupport him againft the exorbitant power of the ariftocracy, which 

was at once the fource of oppreffion to themfelves, and difturbed him in the exe- 

cution of the laws. The King, in his turn, gave countenance to an order of men, 

fo ufeful and fo little dangerous: The peers alfo were obliged to pay them fome 
confideration: And by this means, the third eftate, formerly fo abject in England, 

as well as in all other European nations, rofe by flow degrees to their preient im- 


* It was very agreeable to the maxims of all the feudal governments, that every order of the ftate 
fhould give theix confent to the ats which more immediately concerned them ; and as the notion of a 
political fyftem was not then fo well underftood, the other orders of the ftate were often not confulted 
on thefe occafions. In this reign, even the merchants, tho’ no public body, granted the King impo- 
tions on merchandize, becaufe the firft payments came out of their pockets. ‘They did the fame in 
the reign of Edward III. but the commons had then obferved, that the people paid thefe duties, tho’ 
the merchants advanced them ;. and they, therefore remonftrated againft this practice. Cotton’s abridg. 
p. 39. ‘The taxes impofed by the knights on the counties were always lighter than thofe-which the 
burgefles laid on the boroughs, a prefumption, that in voting thefe taxes the knights and burgeffes 
did not form the fame houfe. See chancellor Weft’s enquiry into the manner of creating peers, p. 8. 
But there are fo many proofs, that thefe two orders of reprefentatives were long feparate, that it is 
needlefs to infifton them. Mr. Carte, who had carefully confulted the rolls of parliament, affirms, 
that they never appear to have been united till the 16th of Edward III. See Hift. vol. 2.p. 451. But 
tis certain that this union was not even then final: In 1372, the burgeffes a€ted by themfelves, and vot- 
ed atax after the knights were difmifled. See Tyrrel Hift. vol. 3. p. 734, from Rot. Clauf. 46 Edw. 
Ill. n. g, In 1376, they were the knights alone, who pafled a vote for the removal of Alice Pierce from 
the King’s perfon, if we may credit Walfingham, p, 189. There is an inftance of a like kind in the reign 
of Richard II. Cotton, p. 193. The different taxes voted by thefe two branches of the lower houfe, 
kept them naturally feparate: But as their petitions had moftly the fame object, viz. the redrefs of 
grievances, and the fupport of law and juttice both againft the crown and the barons, this caufe as na. 
turally united them, and was the reafon why they at laft joined in onc houfe for the difpatch of bu- 
finefs. ‘The barons had few petitions: There privileges were of more antient date : Grievances {el- 
dom affeéted them : They were themfelves the chief oppreffors. In 1333, the knights by themfelves 
concurred with the bifhops and barons in advifing the King to flay his journey into Ireland. Here was 
a petition which regarded a matter of ftate, and was fuppofed to be above the capacity of the burgeiffes. 
The knights, therefore, acted a part in this petition. See Cotton. abridg. p. 13. Chief baron Gilbert 
thinks, that the reafon why taxes began always with the commons or burgefles was, that they were li- 
“mited by the inftructions of their boroughs. See hift. of the Exchequer, p. 37. 3 
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portance ; and in their progrefs made arts and commerce, the neceflary attendants 
of liberty and equality, flourifh in the kingdom *. 


Wuart fufficiently proves, that the commencement of the houfe of burgefies, 
who were the true commons, was not an affair of chance, but arofe from the ne- 
ceffities of the prefent fituation, is, that Edward, at the very fame time, fum- 
moned deputies from the inferior clergy, the firft that ever met in England +, 
and he required them to impofe taxes on their conftituents for the public fervice. 
Formerly the ecclefiaftical benefices bore no part of the burthens of the ftate ; 
The Pope had indeed of late often levied impofitions upon them: He had fome- 
times granted this power to the fovereign [ : Edward himfelf had in the former 
year exacted by menaces and violence, a very grievous tax of half their revenue : 
But as this precedent was dangerous, and could not ealily be repeated in a govern- 
ment, which required the confent of the fubye€t to any extraordinary refolution ; 
Edward found it more prudent to afflemble a lower houfe of convocation, to lay 
before them his neceffities, and to afk fome fupply: But on this occafion he met 


* The chief argument from antient authority, for the opinion that the reprefentatives of boroughs 

preceded the forty-ninth of Henry III. is the famous petition of the borough of St. Albans, firft taken 
notice of by Selden, and then by Petyt, Brady, Lyrrel, and others. ~in this petition, prefented to the 
parliament in the reign of Edward If. the town of St. Albans afferts, that tho’ they held én capite of 
the crown, and owed only, for all other fervices, their attendance in parliament, yet the fheriff had 
omitted them in his writs; whereas both in the reign of the King’s father, and all his predecefiors, 
they had always fent members. Now, fay the defenders of this opinion, if the commencement of the 
houfe of commons was in Henry III’s reign, this expreffion could not have been ufed. But Madox, 
in his Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 522, 523, 524, has endeavoured to deftroy the authority of this 
petition for the purpofe alledged. He aflerts, fir, that there was no fuch tenure in England as that 
of holding by attendance in parliament, inftead of all other fervice. Secondly, 'That the borough of 
St. Albans never held of the crown atall, but was always demefne land of the abbot. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that a petition which advances two falfhoods, fhould contain one hiftorical miftake, which 
indeed amounts only to an inaccurate expreflion. Accordingly St. Albans continued ftill to belong to 
the abbot. It never held of the crown, till after the diflolution of the monafteries. But the affurance 
of thefe petitioners is remarkable. ‘They wanted to fhake off the authority of their abbot, and to 
hold of the King; but were unwilling to pay any fervices even to the crown: Upon which they 
framed this petition, which latter writers have made the foundation of fo many inferences and con. 
clufions. From the tenor of the petition it appears, that there was a clofe connexion between holding 
of the crown, and being reprefented in parliament: The latcer had fearce ever place without the for- 
mer: Yet we learn from Tyrrel’s Append. vol. 4. that there weré fome inftances to the contrary. It is 
not improbable, that Edward followed the roll of the earl of Mountfort, who had fummoned, without 
diftinction, all ‘the confiderable boroughs of the kingdom; among whom there might be fome few 
who did hold of the crown. Edward alfo found it neceflary to impofe taxes on all the boroughs of 
the kingdom without diftin@iion, This was a good expedient for augmenting his revenue. _ 


+ Archbp. Wake’s State of the Church of England, p. 235. Brady of boroughs, p. 34: AGh- 
bert’s Hift. of the Exch. p. 46. + Ann. Waverl. p. 227, 228. T. Wykes, ps 99, 120. 
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with difficulties, Whether that the clergy thought themfelves the moft indepen- 
dant body of men in the kingdom, or were difgufted by the former exorbitant 
impofitions, they abfolutely refufed their affent to the King’s demand of a fifth 
of their moveables; and it was not till a fecond meeting, that on their perfifling 
in this refufal, he was willing to accept of a tenth. The barons and knights 
granted him, without hefitation, an eleventh; the burgeffes, a feventh. But the 
clergy ftill fcrupled to meet on the King’s writ; left by fuch obedience they 
fhould feem to acknowledge the authority of the temporal power: And this 
compromife was at laft fallen upon, that the King fhould iffue his writ to the arch- 
bifhop ; and that the archbifhop fhould, in confequence of it, fummon the clergy, 
who, as they then appeared to obey their fpiritual fuperior, no longer hefitated to 
meet in convocation. This expedient, however, was the caufe, why the ecclefiaftics 
met in two houfes of convocation, under their feveral archbifhops, and formed 
wot one eftate, like thofe in other countries of Europe, as was at firft the King’s 
intention *, We now return to the courfe of our narration. 


Epwarp, confcious of the reafons of difguft which he had given the King of 
Scots, informed of the difpofitions of that people, and expeéting the moft violent 
effects of their refentment, which he knew he had fo well merited ; employed 
the fupplies, granted him by his people, in making preparations againit the hofti- 
lities of his northern neighbour. When in this fituation, he received intelligence 
of the treaty fecretly concluded between John and Philip; and tho’ uneafy at this 
concurrence of a French and Scots war, he refolved not to encourage his enemies 
by a pufillanimous behaviour, or by yielding to their united efforts. He fum- 
moned John to perform the duty of a vaffal, and to fend him a fupply of forces 
againft an invafion from France, with which he was then threatened: He next 
required, that the fortreffes of Berwic, Jedborough, and Roxborough, fhould 
be put into his hands as a fecurity during the war +: He cited John to appear in 
an Englifh parliament, held at Newcaftle: And when none of thele fucceffive 
demands were complied with, he marched northward with numerous forces, 
30,000 foot, and 4000 horfe, to chaftife his rebellious vaflal. The Scottifh na- 
tfon, who had little reliance on the vigour and {pirit of their prince, affigned 
him a council of twelve noblemen, in whofe hands the fovereignty was really 
lodged {, and who put the country in the beft pofture, of which the prefent diftrac- 
tions would admit. A great army, compofed of 40,000 infantry, tho’ fupported 
only by 500 cavalry, advanced to the frontiers; and after a fruitlefs attempt 


* Gilbert's Hift. of Excheq. p. 51, 54, 


+ Rymer, vol. 2. p. 692. Walfin. p. 64. Hem- 
ing, vol, 1. p. 84. Trivet. p. 286, 
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upon Carlifle, marched eaftwards to defend thofe provinces, which Edward was 
preparing to attack. But fome of the moft confiderable of the Scottifh nobles, 
Robert Bruce, the father and fon, the earls of March and Angus, prognofticat- — 
ing the ruin of their country, from the concurrence of inteftine divifions and a 
foreign invafion, endeavoured here to ingratiate themfelves with Edward, by an 
early fubmiffion 5 and the King, encouraged by this favourable incident, led his 
army into the enemies’ country, and crofied the Tweed without oppofition at 
Coldftream. He then received a mefiage from John, by which that prince, hav-_ 
ing now procured, for himfeif and his nation, Pope Celeftine’s difpenfation from 
former oaths, renounced the homage which had been done to England, and fet 
Edward at defiance *. This bravado was but ill fupported by the military ope- 
rations of the Scots. Berwic was already taken by affault: Sir William Dou- 
glas, the governor, was made prifoner : Above 7000 of the garrifon were put to 
the {word +: And Edward, elated by this great advantage, difpatched earl Wag- 
renne with 10,000 men, to lay fiege to Dunbar, which was defended by the 
flower of the Scottifh nobility. ) 
Tue Scots, fenfible of the importance of this place, which, if taken, laid. 
their whole country open to the enemy, advanced with their main army, under 
the command of the earls of Buchan, Lenox, and Mar, in order to relieve it. 
Warrenne, not difmayed by the great fuperiority of their number, marched out 
to give them battle. He attacked them with great vigour; and,as undifciplined 
troops, the more numerous they are, are but the more expofed to a panic upon 
any alarm, he foon threw them into confufion, and chaced them off the field with 
great flaughter $. The lofs of the Scots is faid to have amounted to 20,000 
men: The cattle of Dunbar, with all its garrifon, furrendered next day to Ed- 
ward, who, after the battle, had brought up the main body of the Englifh, and 
who now proceeded with an aftured confidence of fuccefs. The caftle of Roxbo- 
rough was yielded by James, fteward of Scotland §;. and that nobleman, from 
whom is defcended the royal family of Stuart, was again obliged to fwear 


fealty to Edward. After a feeble refiftance, the caftles of Edinburgh and Stirling — 


opened their gates to the enemy. All the fouthern parts were inftantly fubdued by 
the Englifh; and to enable them the better to reduce the northern, whofe 
inacceffible fituation feemed to give them fome more fecurity, Edward re- 
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of Welfh and Irith, who being accuitomed to a 
defultory kind of war, were the beft qualified to purfue the fugitive Scots into 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p. 607. Walfin. p. 66. Heming. vol. 1. p. 92. + Walfin, p. 66. Hem- 
ing. vol. 1.89. Trivet, p. 289. { Walfin. p. 67... Heming. vol. 1. p. 96, Trivet, p. 291. 
Chron. Duntt. vol, z. p. 650. § Heming. vol.i.p.97. Trivet, p. 292. 


the 





SS WlA RSD. ¢£, 97 


the receffes of their lakes and mountains *. But the fpirit of the nation was al-. Chap. XIII. 
ready broke by their misfortunes; and the feeble and timid Baliol, difcontented = i ‘ 
with his own fubjects, and over-awed by the Einelifh, abandoned all thofe tee duct =. 
fources, which his people might yet have poffeffed in this extremity. He haftened 
to make his fubmiffion to Edward ; he exprefied the deepeft penitence for his dif- 
loyalty to his liege lord; and he made a folemn and irrevocable refignation of his 
crown into the hands of that monarch +. Edward marched northwards to 
Aberdeen and Elgin, without meeting an enemy: No Scotfman approached him 
but to pay him fubmiffion and do him homage {: Even the turbulent hiehlan- 
ders, ever refractory to their own princes, and averfe to the reftraint of laws, endea- 
voured to prevent the devaftation of their country, by giving him early proofs 
of obedience: And Edward, having brought the whole kingdom to a feeming 
ftate of tranquility, returned to the fouth with his army. There was a ftone, to 
which the popular fuperftition of the Scots paid the higheft veneration: All their 
Kings were feated on it when they received the rite of inauguration: An antient 
tradition affured them, that wherever this ftone was placed, their nation thould 
always govern: And it was carefully preferved at Scone, as the true palladium of 
their monarchy, and their ultimate refource amidft all their misfortunes. Ed- 
ward got poffeflion of it; and carried it with him to England §. He gave orders 
to deftroy all the records, and all thofe monuments of antiquity, which might pre- 
ferve the memory of the independance of the kingdom, and refute the Einglifh 
claims of fuperiority. The Scots pretend, that he alfo deftroyed all the annals 
preferved in their convents; But it is not probable, that a nation, fo rude and un- 
polifhed, would be poffefled of any hiftory, which deferves much to be reoreted. 
The great feal of Baliol was broke; and that prince himfelf was carried a prifoner 
to London, and committed to cuftody in the Tower. T'wo years afterwards he 
was reftored to his liberty, and fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment in France, 
where, without making any farther attempts for the recovery of his royalty, he 
died in a private ftation. Earl Warrenne was left governor of Scotland || : Eng- 
lifhmen were entrufted with all the chief offices: And Edward, flattering himfelf 
that he had attained the end of all his wifhes, and that the long train of fraud 
and violence which he had practifed againft Scotland, had terminated in the final 
reduction of that kingdom, returned with his victorious army into England. 


An attempt, which he made about the fame time, for the recovery of Guienne, War with 
was not equally fuccefsful. He fent thither an army of yooo men, under the *"°* 


“ Heming. vol. 1. p. 98. Chron. Dunft. vol. 2. p. 60. + Rymer, vol. 2p. 718. Walfing. 
p. 67. Heming. vol. 1. p. 99. ‘Trivet, p. 292. { Heming. vol. 1. p. 100, 101, § Wal- 
fing. p. 68. Trivet, p. 299. || Rymer, vol, 2, p. 726, Trivet, p. 295. 
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Chap. XIII. command of his brother the earl of Lancafter ; and that prince gained at firft 
1296 {ome advantages over the French at Bourdeaux: But he was foon after feized with 

a diftemper, of which he died at Bayonne. The command devolved on the earl 

of Lincoln, who was not able to perform any thing confiderable during the reft 


of the campaign *. 

Burt the active and ambitious fpirit of Edward, while his conquefts brought fuch 

confiderable acceffions to the Englifh monarchy, could never be fatisfied, fo long as 
Guienne, the antient patrimony of his family, was wrefted from him by the difhoneft 
artifices of the French monarch. Finding, that the diftance of that province 
rendered all his efforts againft it feeble and uncertain, he propofed to attack France 
in a quarter where fhe appeared more vulnerable ; and with this view, he married 
his daughter Elizabeth to John eatl of Holland, and at the fame time con- 
tracted an alliance with Guy earl of Flanders, ftipulated to pay him the fum of 
75,000 |,. and projected an invafion with their united forces upon Philip, their 
common enemy +. He hoped, that, when he himfelf at the head of the Eng- 
lith, Flemith, and Dutch armies, re-inforced by his German allies, to whom he 
had promifed or remitted very confiderable fums, fhould enter the frontiers of 
France, and threaten the capital itfelf with imminent danger, Philip would at 
laft be obliged to relinquifh his acquifitions, and purchafe peace by the reftitu- 
tion of Guienne. But im order to fet this great machine in movement, confider- 
able fupplies were requifite from the parliament ; and Edward, without much 
difficulty, obtained from the barons and knights a new grant of a twelfth of ail 
their moveables, and from the boroughs, that of an eighth. The great and al- 
moft unlimited power of the King over the latter, enabled him to throw the hea- 
vieft part of the burthen on them; and the prejudices, which he feems always to 
have entertained againft the church, on account of their former zeal for the 
Mountfort faétion, made him refolve to load them with ftill more confiderable 
impofitions, and he required of them a fifth of their moveables. But he here 
met with an oppofition, which for fome time difconcerted all his meafures, and 
engaged him in enterprizes, which were fomewhat dangerous to dim, and 
would have proved ruinous to any of his predeceffors. 


a Boniface VIII. who had fucceeded Celeftine in the papal throne, was a man of 
es: the moft lofty and enter'prizing fpirit ; and tho’ he wanted that aufterity of manners, 
: which commonly accompanies ambition in men of his order, he was determined 
to carry the authority of the tiara, and his dominion over the temporal powe?, 

to as great a height as it had ever attained in any former period. Senfible that: 
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his immediate predeceffors, by oppreffing the church in every province of Chrift- 
endom, had extremely alienated the affections of the clergy, and had afforded 
the civil magiftrate a pretence for laying like impofitions on ecclefiaftica]l revenues, 
he attempted to refume the former ftation of the fovereign pontiff, andto eftablifh 
himfelf as the common protector of the fpiritual order againft all invaders. For 
this purpofe, he iffued very early in his pontificate a general bull, probihiting all 
princes to levy without his confent any taxes from the clergy, and all clergymen 
to fubmit to fuch impofitions ; and threatening both of them with the penalties of 
excommunication in cafe of difobedience *, This important edict is faid to have 
been procured by the folicitation of Robert de Winchelfey, archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, who intended to employ it as a rampart againft the violent extortions which 
the church had felt from Edward, and the ftill greater, which that prince’s mul- 
tiplied neceffities gave them reafon to apprehend. When a demand, therefore, was 
made on the clergy of a filth of their moveables, a tax which was probably much 
more grievous than a fifth of their revenue, as their lands were moftly ftocked 
with their cattle, and cultivated by their villains ; the clergy took fhelter under 
the bull of Pope Boniface, and pleaded confcience in refufing compliance +. The 
King came not immediately to extremities on this repulfe ; but after locking up 
all their granaries and barns, and prohibiting all rent to be paid them, he ap- 
pointed a new fynod, to confer upon his demand. The primate, not difm iyed by 
thefe preofs of Edward’s refolution, here plainly told him, that the clerzy owed 


obedience to two fovereigns, their f{piritual and their temporal ; but their duty. 


bound them toa much {ftriéter attachment to the former than to the latter : They 
could not comply with his commands (for fuch, in fome meafure, the requeits of 
the crown were then deemed) in contradiction to the exprefs prohibition of the 
fovereign pontiff {. 


Tue clergy had feen, from many proofs, that Edward paid very little regard 
to thofe numerous privileges, on which they fet fo high a value, He had for- 
merly feized, in an arbitrary manner, all the money and plate lodged in the 
churches and convents, and had applied them to the public fervice § ; and they 
could not but expect more ‘violent treatment on this fharp refufal, grounded:on 
fuch dangerous principles. Inftead of applying to the Pope for a relaxation of 
his bull, he refoived immediately to employ the power in his hands; and he told 
the ecclefiaftics, that, fince they refufed to fupport the civil government, they were 
unworthy to receive any benefit from it; and he would accordingly put them out 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p. 706. Heming. vol. 1. p. 104. {+ Heming, vol. 1. p.107. Trivet, p. 296. 
Chron. Dunit, vol. 2. p. 652. . [| Heming, vol. 1. p. 107, § Walfin. p. 65. Heming. vol. 1. p. 5¥. 
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of the proteétion of thelaws. T his vigorous meafure was immediately carried 
‘nto execution *. Orders were iffued to the judges to receive no caufe brought before 
them by the clergy; to hear and decide all caufes in which they were defendants : 
To do every man juttice againft them; to do them juftice againft no body +. 
The ecclefiaftics immediately found themfelves in the moft miferable fituation 
imaginable. They could not remain in their own houfes or convents for want of 
fubfittance : If they went abroad, in queft of a maintenance, they were dif- 
mounted from their horfes, robbed of their cloaths, abufed by every ruffan, and 
no redrefs could be obtained by them for the moft violent injury. The primate 
himfelf was attacked on the high way, was ftripped of all his equipage and fur- 
niture, and was at laft reduced to board himfelf with a fingle fervant in the houfe 
of a country clergyman t. The King, mean while, remained an indifferent 
Spectator of all thefe violences; and without employing his officers in commit- 
ing any immediate injury on the priefts, which might have appeared invidious 
and oppreffive, he took ample vengeance on them for their obftinate refufal of 
his demands. ‘Tho’ the archbifhop iffued a general fentence of excommunication 
againft all who attacked the perfons or property of ecclefiaftics, it was not regarded; 
while Edward enjoyed the pleafure of feeing the people. become the voluntary in- 


{truments of his juftice againft them, and enure themfelves to throw off that 


refpect for the facred order, by which they had been fo long over-awed and go- 
verned. 


Tux fpirits of the clergy were at laft broke by this harfh treatment. Befides 
that the whole province of York, which lay neareft the danger that ftill hung 
over them from the Scots, voluntarily from the firit voted a fifth of their move- 
ables; the bithops of Salifbury, Ely, and fome others, made a compofition for 
the fecular clergy within their fees; and they agreed, not to pay the fifth, which 
would have been an act of difobedience to Boniface’s bull, but to depofite a fum 
equivalent in fome church appointed them ; where it was taken by the King’s of- 
ficers §. Many particular convents and clergymen made payment of a like fum, 
and received the King’s proteétion ||. Thofe who had not ready money, entered 
into recognizances for the payment. And there was fcarce found one ecclefiaftic 
in the kingdom, who feemed willing to fuffer for the fake of religious privilegess 
this new fpecies of martyrdom, the moft tedious and languifhing of any, the 
moft mortifying to fpiritual pride, and not rewarded by that crown of glory, 
which the church holds up, with fuch oftentation, to her devoted adherents. 


* Walfin, p. 69. Heming. vol. p: 407: + M. Weft. p. 429. | + Heming. vol. 1. p. 
109. : § Heming. vol. 1. p. 108, 109. Chron, Dunft. p. 653. | Chron. Dunf. vol.” 
2. p. 654. 
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Bur asthe money, granted by parliament, tho’ confiderable, was not fuffi- Chap. XIII. 
cient to fupply the King’s neceffities, and that levied by compofitions with the ‘Abra 
clergy came in flowly, Edward was obliged, for the fake of farther fupply, to a 
exert his arbitrary power, and to lay an oppreffive hand on all orders of men in 
the kingdom. He limited the merchants in the quantity of wool allowed to be 
exported ; and at the fame time forced them to pay him a duty of forty fhil- 
lings a fack, which was computed to be much above the fifth of the value *, He feiz- 
ed all the reft of the wool, as well as all the leather of the kingdom, into his 
hands, and difpofed of thefe commodities for his own benefit-}: He required the 
fheriffs of each county to fupply him with 2000 quarters of wheat, and as many 
of oats, which he permitted them to feize wherever they could find them: The 
cattle and other commodities neceflary for fupplying his army were laid hold of 
without the confent of the owners: And tho’ he promifed afterwards to pay 
the equivalent of all thefe goods, men faw but little probability that a prince, who 
fubmitted fo little to the limitations of law, could ever, amidft his multiplied 
neceffities, be reduced to a ftri€t obfervance of his engagements. He fhowed at 
the fame time an equal difregard to the principles of the feudal law, by which all 
the lands of his kingdom were held: In order to encreafe his army, and enable 
him to fupport that great effort, which he propofed to make againft France, he 
required the attendance of every proprietor of land, poffeffed of twenty pounds a 
year, even tho’ he held not of the crown, and was not obliged by the tenure of 
his eftate to perform any fuch fervice §. 


Tuese acts of violence and of arbitrary power, notwithftanding the great per- 
fonal regard generally borne to the King, bred murmurs in every order of men ; 
and it was not long, before fome of the great nobility, jealous of their own pri- 
vileges, as well as of national liberty, gave countenance and authority to thefe 
complaints. Edward affembled an army on the fea-coaft, which he propofed to 
fend over into Gafcony, while he himfelf fhould in perfon make an impreffion on 
the fide of Flanders, and he intended to put thefe forces under the command of 
Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the conftable, and Roger Bigod, earl of 
Norfolk, the marefchal of England. But thefe two powerful earls refufed to exe- 
cute his orders, and affirmed, that they were only obliged by their office to at- 
tend his perfon in the wars. A violent altercation enfued; and the King, in the 
height of his paffion, addreffing himfelf to the conftable, exclaimed, Sir earl, by 
God, you foall either go or hang. By God, Sir King, replied Hereford, J will nei- 


* Walfing. p. 69. Trevet, p. 296: t+ Heming. vol, 1. p. §2, 110, t Hemiag: 
vol, I, p. III. § Walling. p. 69. 7 


shex 





m en) A iG ” 
——_ - ee tie et om Yes 
‘ ~ as rath e Dela aes Pa “4 re, oe 
— f a a 
——— Ad. Sie ees Lh “vs _ ED SSE Na 
SS SSS ——————— SSS SS 
shannon a —— — = a ; . = “= 


rt 
it 
ae de 
"t i 





Chap. XIII. 
1207. 


102 [a4 Sir R:Y OF ENGLAN D. 


ther gonor hang *. And he immediately departed, with the marefchal, and above 
thirty other confiderable barons. : 


Upon this oppofition, the King laid afide the project of an expedition againft 
Guienne; and affembled the army, which he propofed to tranfport into Flan- 
ders. But the two earls, irritated in the conteft and elated by impunity, pre- 
tending that none of their anceftors had ever ferved in that country, refufed to 
perform the duty of their office in muftering thearmyt. The King, now finding 
it advifeable to proceed with moderation, inftead of forfeiting the earls, who pof- 
fefled their dignities by hereditary right, appointed Thomas de Berkeley, and 
Geoffrey de Geyneville, to act in that emergence, as conftable and marefchal [. He 
endeavoured to reconcile himfelf with the church; took the primate again into 
favour §; made him, in conjunction with Reginald de Grey, tutor to the prince, 
whom he propofed to appoint guardian of the kingdom during his abfence ; and 
he even affembled a great number of the nobility in Weftminfter-hall, to whom 
he deigned to make an apology for his paft conduét. He pleaded the urgent 
séceffities of the crown; his extreme want of money; his engagement from ho- 
nour as well as intereft to fupport his allies abroad: And he promifed, if ever 
he returned in fafety, to redrefs all their grievances, to reftore the execution of 
sie laws, and to make all his fubjects compenfation for the loffes, which they had 


- fuftained. Mean:while, he begged them to fufpend their animofities; to judge of 


him by his future behaviour, of which, he hoped, he would be more matter ; 
co remain faithful to his government, or if he perifhed in the prefent war, to 
preferve their allegiance to his fon and fucceffor |}. 

THERE were certainly, from the concurrence of difcontents among the great 
and the grievances of the people, materials fufficient in any other period to have 
kindled a civil war in England: But the vigour and abilities of Edward kept 
every one in awe ; and his dexterity in ftopping on the brink of danger, and re- 
trating the meafures, to which he was pufhed by his violent temper and arbi- 
trary principles, faved the nation from fo great a calamity. The two great earls 
dared not ts break out into open violence; and they proceeded no farther than 
framing a remonftrance, which was delivered to the King at Winchelfea, when 
he was ready to embark for Flanders. They there complained of the violations 
of the great chatter and that of forefts; the violent fizure of corn, leather, cat- 
tle, and above all, 6f wool, a commodity, which they affirmed to be equal in 
value to half the lands of the kingdom; the arbitrary impofition of forty fhil- 


= Heming. vol. Ie Peo 12. + Rymer, vol. 2. p. 733. Walfin. p. 70. t M. Weft. 
Ps 439> § Heming. vol. 1. p. 113. | Heming: vol. 1. p, 114. M. Weft. p. 430. 
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lings a fack on the fmall quantity of wool allowed to be exported by the mer- Chap. XHI. 
chants ; and they claimed an immediate redrefs of all thefe grievances *. The King ikea 
told them, that the greateft part of his council were now abfent, and without 

their advice he could not deliberate on meafures of fo great confequence +. 


But the conftable and marefchal, with the barons of their party, refolved to pjgengons 
take advantage of Edward’s abfence, and to obtain an authentic affent to their with the 
demands. When fummoned to tend the parliament at London, they came ea tes 
with a great body of cavalry and infantry ; and before they would enter the city, 
required that the gates fhould be put into their cuftody t+. The primate, who 
fecretly favoured all their pretenfions, advifed the council to comply ; and thus 
they became mafters both of the young prince and of the refolutions of parlia- 
ment. Their demands, however, were very moderate ; and fuch as fufficiently 
juftify the purity of their intention in all their paft meafures: They only re- 
quired, that the two charters fhould receive a folemn confirmation; that a claufe 
fhould be added to fecure the nation for ever againft all impofitions and taxes 
without confent of parliament; and that they themfelves and their adherents, 
who had refufed to attend the King into Flanders, fhould be pardoned for thig 
offence, and fhould be again received into favour § The prince of Wales and 
his council aflented to thefe terms; and the charters were fent over to the King 
in Flanders to be there confirmed by him. Edward felt the utmof reluctance 
to this meafure, which, he apprehended, would for the future impofe fetters on 
his conduct, and fet limits to his lawlefs authority. Under various pretences, he 
delayed three days the giving any anfwer to the deputies; and when the perni- 
cious confequences of his refufal were reprefented to him, he was at laft obliged, 
after many internal ftruggles, to affix his feal to the charters, as alfo to the claufe 
that bereaved him of the power, which;he had hitherto affumed, of impofing 
arbitrary taxes upon the people]. 

Tuat we may finifh at once this interefting tranfaétion concerning the fettle- 
ment of the charters, we fhall briefly mention the fubfequent events which relate 
to it. The conftable and marefchal, informed of the King’s compliance,. were 
fatisfied ; and not only ceafed from difturbing the government, but affifted the 
regency with all their power againft the Scots, who had rifen in arms, and had 
thrown off the yoke of the Englifh|. But being fenfible, that the {malleft pre- 
tence would fuffice to make Edward retract thefe detefted laws, which, tho’ they: 


* Walfing. p. 72. Heming. vol. 1. p. 115. Tevet, p. 302, + Walfing. p. 72. Heming. 
yol. 1. p. t17. Trevet, p. 304. { Heming. vol. 1. p. 138. § Walfing. p. 73. 
Heming. vol, 1. p. 138, 136, 141. Trevet. p, 308, || Walfing. p. 74. Heming. vol. 
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had often received the fanétion both of King and parliament, and had been ac- 
knowledged during three reigns, were never yet deemed to have fufficient vali- 
dity ; they infifted, that he fhould again confirm them on his return to England, 
and fhould thereby renounce all plea which he might derive from his refiding in 
a foreign country, when he formerly affixed his feal to them *. It appeared, that 
they judged aright of Edward’s charaéter and intentions: He delayed this con- 
firmation as long as poffible ; and when tht fear of worfe confequences obliged 
him again to comply, he added exprefsly a falvo for his royal dignity or prero- 
gative, which in effect enervated the force of the wholecharter+. The two earls 
and their adherents left the parliament in difcontent and the King was con- 
ftrained, in a future feffion, to grant the people, without any fubterfuge, a pure 
and abfolute confirmation of thofe laws j, which were fo much the object of their 
paffionate affection. Even farther fecurities were then provided for the eftablith- 
ment of national privileges. Three knights were appointed to be chofen in each 
county, and were invefted with the power of punifhing by fines and imprifon- 
ment, every tranfgreffion or violation of the charters§: A precaution, which, 
tho’ it was foon difufed, as encroaching too much on royal prerogative, proves 
the attachment, which the Englith in that age bore to Jiberty, and their well 
founded jealoufy of the arbitrary difpofition of Edward. 

Tue work, however, was not yet entirely finifhed and compleat. In order 
to execute the leffer charter, it was requifite by new perambulations to fet bounds 
to the royal forefts, and to defafforeft all thofe lands which former encroach- 
ments had comprehended within their limits. Edward difcovered the fame re- 
juCtance to comply with this equitable demand; and it was noc till after many 
delays on his part, and many follicitations and requefts, and even menaces of 
war and violence, on the part of the barons, that the perambulations were 
made, and exact boundaries fixt, by a jury in each county, to the extent of his 
forefts|. Had not his ambitious and active temper raifed him fo many foreign 
enemies, and obliged him to have recourfe fo often to the affiftance of his fub- 
jects, it is likely that thefe conceffions could never have been extorted from 
him. ° 

* Heming. vol, 1. p. 159. + Heming. vol, 1. p. 167, 168. t Heming. vol. }. 
p. 168. § Hemingford, vol.1. p. 170. 

| Walfing. p. 80. We are told by Tyrrel, vol. 2. p. 145. from the Chronicle of St. Albans, that 
the barons, not contented with the execution‘of the charter of forefts, demanded of Edward.as high | 
terms as had been impofed’on his father by the earl of Leicefter; But no other hiftorian mentions this 
particular. ‘ . 
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Bur while the people, after fo many fuccefsful ftrugles, deemed themfelves 
happy in the fecure poffeffion of their privileges; they were furprized in 1305 'to 
Gad, that Edward had fecretly applied to Rome, and had procured from that 
mercenary court, an abfolution from all the oaths and engagements, which he 
had fo often reiterated to obferve both the charters. ‘There are fome hiftorians * 
fo credulous as to imagine, that this perilous ftep was taken by him for no other 
purpofe than to acquire the merit of granting a new confirmation of the charters, 
as he did foon after; and a confirmation fo much the more unqueftionable, that 
it could never after be invalidated by his fucceffors from the pretence of any force 
or violence which had been impofed on him. But befides, that this might have 
been done with a much better grace, if he had never applied for any fuch abfolu- 
tion, the whole tenor of his conduét proves him to be little fufceptible of fuch re- 
finements in patriotifm ; and this very deed itfelf, in which he confirmed anew the 
charters, carries in the face of it a very oppofite prefumption. Tho’ he ratified the 
charters in general, he {till laid hold of the papal bull fo far as to invalidate the late 
perambulations of the forefts, which had been made with fuch care and attention, 
and to referve to himfelf the power, in cafe of favourable incidents, to extend as 
much as formerly thefe arbitrary jurifdictions. If the power was not in fact 
made ufe of, we can only conclude, that the favourable incidents did not occur. 


Tuvs, after the contefts of near a whole century, and thofe ever accompanied with 
violent jealoufies, often with public convulfions, the great charter was finally efta- 
blifhed ; and the Englifh nation have the honour of extorting, by their perfevet 
rance, this conceffion from the ableft, the moft warlike, and the moft ambitious 
of all their princes +. It is computed, that above thirty confirmations of it were 
at diferent times required of feveral Kings, and granted by them, in full parlia- 
ment ; a precaution, which, while it difcovers fome ignorance of the true na- 
ture of law and government, proves a very laudable jealoufy of national privi- 
leges in the people, and an extreme anxiety, left contrary precedents fhould ever 
be pleaded’as an authority for infringing them. Accordingly we find, that, tho’ 
arbitrary practices often prevailed, and were even able to eftablith themfelves in- 
to fettled cuftoms, the validity of the great charter was never afterwards formal- 
ly difputed , and that grant was ftill regarded as the bafis of the Englifh govern- 
ment, and the fure rule by which the authority of every cuftom was to be tried 
and canvafled, The jurifdiGion of the Star-chamber, martial law, imprifon- 

* Brady, vol. 2. p. 84. Carte, vol. 2, p. 292. | 

* It mutt however be remarked, that the King never forgave the chief actors in: this tranfaction, 
and he found means afterwards to oblige both the conftable and marefchal to refign their offices into 


his hands. ‘Lhe former received a new grant of it: But the office of marefchal was given to Thomas of 
Brotherton, the King’s fecond fon. 
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ment by warrants from the privy council, and other practices of a like nature, 
tho? eftablifhed for feveral centuries, were {Carce ever allowed by the Englifh to 
be parts of their conftitution : The affection of the nation for liberty ftill prevail- 
ed over all precedent, and even all political reafoning: The exercife of thefe 
powers, after being long the fource of fecret murmurs among the people, was, 
in fullnefs of time, folemnly abolifhed, as illegal, at leaft as oppreffive, by the 
whole legiflative authority. 

To return to the period, from which this account of the charters has led us : 
Tho’ the King’s impatience to appear at the head of his armies in Flanders made 
him overlook all confiderations, either of domeftic difcontents or of commotions 
among the Scots ; he had been fo long retarded by the feveral obftructions thrown 
in his way, that he loft the proper feafon for action, and after his arrival made 
no progrefs againft the enemy. The King of France, taking advantage of his 
abfence, had broke into the Low Countries ; had defeated the Flemings in the 
battle of Furnes; had made himfelf mafter of Lifle, St. Omer, Courtrai, and 
Ypres; and feemed in a fituation to take full vengeance on the earl of Flanders, 
his rebellious vaflal. But Edward, feconded by an Englifh army of 50,000 men 
(for this is the number affigned by hiftorians *) was foon able to ftop the career 
of his vi€tories ; and Philip, finding all the weak refources of his kingdom to be 
already exhaufted, began to dread a reverfe of fortune, and to apprehend an in- 
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vafion on France itfelf.. The King of England, on the other hand, difappoint-— 


ed of affiftance from Adolph, King of the Romans, which he had purchafed at 
a very high price, and finding many urgent calls for his prefence in England, 
was defirous of ending on any honourable terms a war, which ferved only to 
divert his force from the execution of more important projects. This difpofiti- 
on of both monarchs foon produced a ceflation of hoftilities for two years; and 
engaged them to fubmit their differences to the arbitration of Pope Boniface. - 


Bontrace was the laft of the fovereign pontiffs who exercifed an authority 
over the temporal jurifdiction of princes ; and thefe exorbitant pretenfions, which 
he had been tempted to aflume from the fuccefsful examp'e of his predeceffors, 
but of which the feafon was now paft, involved him in fo many calamities, and 
were attended with fo unfortunate a cataftrophe, that they have been fecretly 
abandoned, tho’ never openly relinquifhed, by his fucceflors in the apoftolic chair. 
Edward and Philip, equally jealous of papal claims, took care to infert in their 
reference, that Boniface was made judge of the differences by their confent, as a 
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private perfon, not by any right of his pontificate ; and the Pope, without feem- Chap. xm. 
ing to be offended at this mortifying claufe, proceeded to give a fentence between 1298. 
them, in which they both acquiefced*. He brought them to agree, that their 

union fhould be cemented by a double marriage ; that.of Edward himfelf, who 

was now a widower, with Margaret, Philip’s fifter, and that of the prince of 

Wales with Ifabella, the daughter of that monarch +. Philip was likewife will- 

ing to reftore Guienne to the Englifh, which he had indeed no pretenfions to detain ; 

but he infifted, that the Scots and their King, John Baliol, fhould, as his allies, Peace with 
be alfo comprehended in the treaty, and fhould be reftored to their liberty. The gas 
difference was, after feveral difputes, compromifed by making mutual facrifices 

to each other. Edward agreed to abandon his ally the earl of Flanders, on con- 

dition that Philip fhould treat in like manner his ally the King of Scots. The 
profpect of conquering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made them fo com- 
modious an acquifition to the different kingdoms, prevailed over all other confi- 
derations ; and tho’ they were both finally difappointed in their hopes, their con- 

duct was very reconcilable to the principles of an interefted policy. This was 

the firft fpecimen which the Scots had of the French alliance, and which was ex- 

actly conformable to what a fmaller power muft always expect, when it blind~ 

ly attaches itfelf to the will and fortunes of a greater, That unhappy people, 

now engaged in a brave, tho’ unequal conteft for their liberties, were totally 
abaadoned by the ally, in whom they repofed their final confidence, to the will 

of an imperious conqueror. 

Tuo’ England, as well as other European countries, was, in its antient ftate, peyolt of 
very ill qualified for making, and ftill worfe for maintaining conquefts, Scot- Scotland, 
land was fo much inferior in its internal force, and was fo ill fituated for receiving 
foreign fuccours, that itis no wonder an ambitious monarch fhould have cait his 
eye on fo tempting an acquifition, which brought both fecurity and greatnefs to 
his native kingdom. But the inftruments whom Edward employed to maintain 
his dominion over the northern kingdom, were not happily chofen; and acted not 
with the requifite prudence and moderation, in reconciling the Scottifh nation toa 
yoke, which they bore with fuch extreme reluctance. Warrenne retiring into 
England, on account of his bad ftate of health, left the adminiftration entirely 
in the hands of Ormefby, who was appointed jufticiary of Scotland, and Cref- 
fingham, who bore the office of treafurer ; and a very {mall military force remain- 
ed to fecure the precarious authority of thefe miniflers. The latter had no other 


* Rymer, vol. z. p.817. Heming. vol. 1. p.149. Trivet, p- 310 
+ Rymer, vol. 2. p. 823. 
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object but the amaffing money by rapine and injuftice : The former diftinguifhed 
himfelf by the rigor and feverity of his temper: And both’ of them, treating the 
Scots as a conquered people, made them fenfible, too early, of the grievous fer- 
vitude, into which they had fallen. As Edward required, that all the pro- 
fhould fwear fealty to him, every one, who refufed or de- 
layed the giving this teftimony of fubmiffion, was outlawed, and confined, 
and punifhed without mercy; and the braveft and moft generous fpirits of the 

fperated to the higheft degree againft the Englifh govern- 
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prictors of land 


nation were thus exa 
ment *. 

Tere was ore William Wallace, 
sient family, in the weft of Scotland, 


of a fmall fortune, but defcended of an an- 
whofe courage prompted him to undertake;, 


and enabled him finally to execute, the defperate attempt of delivering his na- 
tive country from the dominion of foreigners. This man, whofe valorous ¢x- 
ploits are the objec of juft admiration, but have been much'exaggerated by the 
traditions of his countrymen, had been provoked by the infolence of -an' Englifh 
officer to put him to death ; and finding ‘himfelf obnoxious on that account to 
the feverity of the adminiftration, he fled into the woods, and offered himfelf-as 
a leader to all thofe whom their crimes or bad fortune, or avowed hatred of the 
Englifh, had reduced toa like neceffity. He was endowed with a gigantic force 
of body, with heroic courage of mind, with difinterefted magnanimity, ‘with an 
incredible patience and ability to bear hunger, fatigue, and all the feverities of 
the feafons ; and he foon acquired among thofe defperate fugitives that authority 
to which his virtues fo juftly intitled him. Beginning with {mall attempts, “in 
which he was always fuccefsful, he gradually proceeded to more momentuous 
enterprizes ; and he difcovered equal caution in fecuring his followers, and valour — 
in-annoying the enemy. By his knowledge of the country, he was enabled, 
when purfued, to enfure a retreat among the morafies or forefts or mountains s. 
-and again, collecting his difperfed affociates, appeared unexpectedly: in another: 
quarter, and furprized and: routed and put to the fword the unwary Englifhs 
Every day brought accounts of his ‘great actions, which were received with no lefs 
favour by his countrymen than terror by the enemy: All thofe, who thirfted 
after military fame, were defirous to partake of his renown: His fuccefsful va~ 
lour feemed to vindicate the nation from the ignominy into whieh it had fallen, 
by its tame fubmiffion to the Englifh: And tho’ no nobleman of note ventured 
as yet to join his party, he had gained.a general confidence and attachment, 
which birth and fortune are not alone able to confer. | 


* Walfing. p. 70% Heming. vol, 1. p. 118. “'Trevet. P+ 299+ 
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Watiact, having by many fortunate enterprizes, brought the valour of his 


Followers to correfpond to his own, réfolved. to. ftrike a decifive blow againft the © 


Englifh government s and he concerted the plan.of attacking Ormefby at Scone, 
and of taking vengeance on him, for allthe violence and tyranny of which he had 
been guilty. The jufticiary apprized of his intention, fied haftily into England: 
All the other officers. of that nation imitated is example: Their terror added 
alacrity and courage to the Scots; who betook themfelves to arms in every quar- 
ter: Many of the principal barons, ,an | among. the reft fir William Douglas we 
openly countenanced Wallace’s party : Robert.Bruce fecretly favoured and pro- 
moted the fame caufe: -And the Scots, fhaking off their fetters, prepared them- 
felves to defend, by .an united effort, that liberty which they had fo unexpected- 
ly recovered fromthe hands of their opprefiors. 
Bur Warrenne, collecting an-army of 40,000 men in the north of England, 
prepared :to re-eftablifh his authority 3 and he endeavoured by the. celerity of 
his armament, and.of. his march, to compenfate for his paft. negligence, which 
had enabled the. Scots:to fhake off the Englifh government. He fuddenly entered 
Annandale, and came up with the enemy at Irvine, before their forces were fully 
colleGted, and before they had put themfelves in a proper pofture of defence. 
Many of the Scots nobles, alarmed with their dangerous fituation, here fubmitted 
to the Englifh, renewed their oaths of fealty, promifed to deliver hoftages for 
their good behaviour, and received a pardon for all paft. offences -[. Others who 
had not yet declared themfelves, fuch as the fteward of Scotland and the earl of 
Lennox, joined, tho? with reluctance, the Englifh army ; and .waited a favour- 
able opportunity of embracing the caufe of their diftrefled countrymen. But 
Wallace, whofe authority, over his -retainers was more fully confirmed by the ab- 
fence of the great nobles, perfevered obftinately in, his purpofe; and finding him- 
felf unable to. give battle to the enemy, he marched northwards, with an intention 
of prolonging the war, and of turning to his advantage the fituation of that moun- 
tainous and barren country. When Warrenne advanced to Stirling, he found Wal- 
Jace encamped. at Cambufkenneth, .on the oppofite banks of the Forth; and be- 
ing continually urged by the impatient Creflingham,- who was actuated both by 
perfonal and national animofities againit the Scots +, he prepared to,attack them 
in that pofition, which Wallace, nolefs prudent than courageous, had chofen for 
his army §. In’ fpite of the remonftrances, of Siu Richard Lundy, a Scotfman 
of birth-and. family, who fincerely.adhered .to the Englifh, he ordered. his army 
to pals a bridge which lay over the Forth; but he was foon convinced, by fatal 
* Walfin. p. 70. Hemming, vol. 1. p: 118. +Heming, vol. 1, p.' 121; 228 t Hem- 
ing, vol.q. p. 127. § Onthe iith of September 1297. - 
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experience, of the error of his conduct. Wallace, allowing fuch numbers of the 
Englith to pafs as he thought proper; attacked them before they were fully formed, 
put them to rout, pufhed part of them into the river, where they were drowned, 
deftroyed the refl by the edge of the fword, and obtained a complete victory over 
them *. Among the flain was Creffingham himfelf, whofe memory was fo ex- 
tremely odious to the Scots, that they flea’d his dead body, and made faddles and 
girths of his fkin +. Warrenne, finding the remainder of his army extremely 
difmayed by this misfortune, was obliged again to evacuate the kingdom, and re- 
tire into England. The caftles of Roxborough and Berwick, ill fortified and 
feebly defended, fell foon after into the hands of the Scots. 

Wattace, univerfally revered as the deliverer of his country, now received 
from the hands of his followers, the dignity of regent or guardian under the cap- 
tive Baliol; and finding, that the diforders of war, as well as the unfavourable 
feafons, had produced a famine in Scotland, he urged his army to march into 
England, to fubfift at the expence of the enemy, and to revenge all paft injuries, 
by committing retaliations on that hoftile nation. The Scots, who deemed every 
thing poffible under fuch a leader, joyfully attended his call; and Wallace, break- 
ing into the northern counties during the winter feafon, laid every place wafte 
with fire and fword; and after extending on all fides, without oppofition, the fury 
of his ravages, as far as the bifhopric of Durham, he returned loaded with fpoils, and 
crowned with glory, into his own country f. The diforders, which at that time 
prevailed in England, from the refractory behaviour of the conftable and marefchal, 
made it impoffible to collet an army fufficient to refift the enemy, and ex- 
pofed the nation to this lofs and difhonour. 


Bur Edward, who received in Flanders intelligence of thefe events, and had 


already concluded a truce with France, now haftened over into England, in certain 
hopes, by his activity and valour, not only of wiping off this difgrace, but of 
recovering that important conqueft of Scotland, which he always regarded as 
the chief glory and advantage of his reign. He appeafed the murmurs of his 
people by conceffions and promifes: He reftored to the citizens of London the 
election of their own magiftrates, of which they had been bereaved in the latter part 
of his father’s reign : He ordered ftri&t enquiry to be made concerning the quan- 
tities of corn and other goods, which had been violently feized before his departure, 
as if he intended to pay the value to the owners §: And making public profef- 
fions of confirming and obferving the charters, he regained the confidence of the 


® Walfin. p. 73-. Heming. vol. 1.p. 127, 128, 129. Trivet, p. 307: ‘4 Heming. vol. 
J. DP. 132, + Heming. vol. 1. p. 131, 132) 133+ § Rymer, vol. 2. p. 813. 
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difcontented nobles. Having by all thefe popular arts rendered himfelf entirely Chap. XII. 
mafter of his people, he colleted the whole military force of England, Wales, 179° 
and Ireland; and marched with an army of near an hundred thoufand combatants 

to the northern frontiers. 


Nortarne could have enabled the Scots to refift, but for one feafon, fo mighty 
a power, except an entire union among themfelves; bat as they were deprived of 
their King, whofe perfonal qualities, even when he was prefent, appeared fo con- 
temptible, and had left among his fubjeéts no principle of attachment to him or 
his family ; factions, jealoufies, and animofities, unavoidably arofe among the 
great, and diftracted all their councils. The elevation of Wallace, tho’ purchafed 
by fo great merit, and fuch eminent fervices, was the object of envy to the no- 
bility, who repined to fee a private gentleman raifed above them by his rank, and 
ftill more, by his glory and reputation. Wallace himfelf, fenfible of their jealoufy, 
and dreading the ruin of his country from thofe inteftine difcords, voluntarily re- 
figned his authority, and retained only the command over that body of his fol- 
lowers, who, being accuftomed to victory under his ftandard, refufed to follow 
into the field any other leader. The chief power devolved on the fteward of 
Scotland, and Cummin of Badenoch; men of eminent birth, under whom the 
great chieftans were more willing to ferve in defence of their country. . The two 
Scottifh commanders, collecting their feveral forces from every quarter, fixed 
their {tation at Falkirk, and propofed there to abide the affault of the Englifh. 
Wallace was at the head of a third body, which acted under his command. The 
Scots army placed the pikemen along their front: Interlined the intervals be- 
tween the three bodies with archers: And dreading the great fuperiority of the 
Englifh in cavalry, endeavoured to fecure their front by palifadoes, tied together 
with ropes *. In this difpofition, they expected the approach of the enemy, 

Tue King, when he arrived in fight of the Scots, was pleafed with the profpect _ 22d July. 
of being able, by one decifive ftroke, to determine the fortune of the war ; and ret — 
dividing his army alfo into three bodies, he led them to the attack. The. Eng- 
lifh archers, who began about this time to furpafs thofe of other nations, firlt 
chaced the Scottifh bowmen off the field ; and then pouring in their arrows among 
the pikemen, who were cooped up within their. intrenchments, began to throw 
them into diforder, and rendered the affault of the Englith pikemen and cavalry 
more eafy and fuccefsful, The whole Scottifh army was broke, and chaced off 
the field with great flaughter ; which the hiftorians, attending more te the exag- 
gerated relations of the populace, than to the probability of things, make amount 


* Walfng. p.75; Heming. vol. 1, p, 163. 
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* Jr is only certain, that the Scots never fuffered ~ 


a greater lofs in any aétion, nor one which feemed to threaten more inevitable 


ruin to their country. 
In this general rou 
mind enabled him to 


t of the army, Wallace’s military fkill and prefence of 
keep his troops together ; and retiring behind the Car- 
ron, which lay in his rear, he marched leifurely along the banks of that {mall ni- 
ver, which proteéted him fom the enemy. Young Bruce, who had already 
given many proofs of his afpiring genius, but who ferved hitherto in the Englifh 
army, appeared on the oppofite banks ; and diftinguifhing the Scottifh chieftain, 
as well by his miajeftic port, as by the intrepid activity of his behaviour, called _ 
out to him, and defired a fhort conference. He here reprefented to Wallace the 
fruitlefs and ruinous enterprize in which he was engaged ; and endeavoured to 
perfwade him to bend at lat his inflexible fpirit to fubmiffion under fuperior pow-- 
er and fuperior fortune: He infitted on the unequal conteft between a weak ftate, 
deprived of its head and agitated by inteftine difeord, anda mighty nation, con- 
duéted by the ableft and moft martial monarch of the age, and poffeffed of every 
refource either for drawing out the war, or for pufhing it with vigor and acti- 
vity : If the love of his country was his motive for perfeverance, his obftinacy 
tended only to prolong her mifery 3 if he carried his views to private grandeur 
and ambition, he might reflect, that, even if Edward fhould withdraw his armies, 
it appeared from paft experience, that fo many haughty nobles, proud of the pre- 
eminence of their families, would never fubmit to perfonal merit, whofe fuperi- 
ority they were lefs ‘nclined to regard as an object of admiration, than as a re- 
sfoach and injury to themfelves. To thefe exhortations Wallace replied, that 
‘fhe had hitherto acted alone, as the champion of his native country, it was” 
folely becaufe no fecond-or competitor, or what he rather wifhed, no leader had ° 
as yet appeared to place himfelf ‘1 that honourable ftation: That the blame lay 
entirely on the nobility, and chiefly on Bruce himfelf, who uniting perfonal me- 
rit to dignity of family, had deferted the poft, which both nature and fortune, 
by fuch powerful calls, ‘avited him to aflame: That’ the Scots, poffeffed of fuch 
a headj would, by their unanimity and concord, have furmounted the chief dif- 
ficulty under which they now laboured, and might hope, notwithftanding their 
aefent lofles, to oppofe fuccefsfully all the abilities and power of Edward: That” 
Heaven itfelf could not fet a more glorious prize before the eyes either of virtue 
or ainbition, than toconjoin in one objec, the acquifition of royalty with the de- 
fence of national independance : And that as the interefts of his country, no 


* Walfing. p.76. T. Wykes, p. 127. / Heming. vol. 1. p. 163; 164; 165. Trivet, p. 313, fays 
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more than thofe of a brave man, could never be fincerely cultivated by a facri- Chap. XTI1. 
fice of liberty, he himfelf was determined, as far as poffible, to prolong, not her — 
mifery, but her freedom, and was defirous, that his own life, as well as the ex- 

iftence of the nation, might terminate, when they could no longer be preferved 

but by receiving the chains of a haughty victor. The gallantry of thefe fentt- 

ments, tho’ delivered by an armed enemy, ftruck the generous mind of Bruce : 

The flame was conveyed from the breaft of one hero to that of another: He re- 

pented of his engagements with Edward ; and opening his eyes to the honourable 

path, pointed out to him by Wallace, fecretly determined to feize the firft oppor- 

tunity of embracing the caufe, however defperate, of his opprefied country *. 


Tue fubjection of Scotland, notwithftanding this great victory of Edward, — 1299. 
was not yet entirely completed. The Englifh army, after reducing all the fouth- 
ern provinces, was obliged to retire for want of provifions ; and left the northern 
counties in the hands of the natives. The Scots, no lefs enraged with their pre- 
fent defeat, than elevated by their paft victories, ftill maintained the conteft for 
liberty ; but being fully fenfible of. the great inferiority of their forces, they en- 
deavoured, by application to foreign courts, to procure to themfelves fome affift- 
ance. The fupplications of the Scottifh minifters were rejected by Philip ; but were 
more fuccefsful with the court of Rome. Boniface, pleafed with an occafion of 130% 
exerting his authority, wrote a letter to Edward, exhorting him to put a {top to Scotland 2- 
the oppreffions of Scotland, and difplaying all the proofs, fuch as they had g@in fubdued. 
probably been furnifhed him by the Scots themfelves, for the antient indepen- 
dance of that kingdom +. Among other arguments, hinted at above, he men- 
tioned the treaty conducted and finifhed by Edward himfelf, for the marriage of 
his fon with the heirefs of Scotland ; a treaty which would have been abfurd, had 
he been fuperior lord of the kingdom, and had poffeffed by the feudal law the 
right.of difpofing of his ward in marriage. He mentioned feveral other ftriking 
facts, which fell within the compafs of Edward’s own knowledge ; particularly, 
that Alexander, when he did homage to the king, openly and exprefsly declared 
in his prefence, that he fwore fealty not for his crown, but for the lands which he 
held in England : And the Pope’s letter might have paffed for a very reafonable one, 
had he not fubjoined his own claim to be liege lord of Scotland; a right, which 
~ had never once been heard of, but which, with a fingular confidence, he afferted 


* This ftory is told by all the Scots writérs; tho’ it muft be owned that Trivet and Hemingford, 
authors of good credit, both agree that Brace was not in Edward’s army. 
+ Rymer, vol. 2. p.$44.  Walfin. p. 78, 80. Heming. vol. 1. p. 172. . Trivet, ps 318. M. 
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to be full, entire, and derived from the moft remote antiquity. The affirmative 


ftyle, which had been fo fuccefsful with him and his predecefiors in f{piritual cone 


te(ts, was never before abufed after fo egregious a manner in any civil controverfy.. 


Tue reply, which Edward wrote to Boniface’s letter, contains particulars no 
lefs fingular and remarkable *. He there proves the fuperiority of England by 
hittorical facts, deduced from Brutus, the Trojan, who, he faid, firft founded the 
Britith monarchy in the age of Eli and Samuel: He fupports his pofition by all 
she events which paffed in the ifland before the arrival of the Romans : And 
after laying great ftrefs on the extenfive dominion and heroic victories of King 
Arthur, he vouchfafes at laft to defcend to the times of Edward, the elder, with 


which, in his fpeech to the ftates of Scotland, he had chofen to begin his claim of. 


fuperiority. He afferts it to be a fact, notorious and confirmed by the records of an- 
tiquity, that the Englifh monarchs had often conferred the kingdom of Scotland 
on their own fubjects; had dethroned thefe vaffal kings when unfaithful to them ; 


and had fubftituted others in their place. He difplays with great pomp the full. 


and complete homage which William had done to Henry II; without mention- 
ing the former abolition of that extorted- deed by King Richard, and the renoun- 


ciation of all future claims of the fame nature. Yet this paper he begins with a 


folemn appeal to the Almighty, the fearcher of hearts, for his own firm perfuafion 
of the juftice of his claim ; and no lefs than an hundred and four barons affembled 


in parliament at Lincoln, concur, in maintaining before. the Pope, under their. 


feals, the validity of thefe pretenfions +. At the fame time, however, they take 
care to inform Boniface, that, tho’ they had juftified their caufe before him, they. 
did not receive him for their judge: The crown of England was free and fove- 
reign: They had fworn to maintain all its royal prerogatives, and would never 
permit the king himfelf, were he willing, to relinquifh its independancy. 


Tat negle&, almoft total, of truth and juftice, which fovereign ftates dif. 
cover in their tranfaGtions with each other, is an evil inveterate in the world; is 
one. great fource of thé mifery to which the human fpecies is continually 
expofed; and it may be doubted, whether in many inftances it is found 
in the end to contribute to the interefts of thofe princes themfelves, who 
thus facrifice their integrity to their politics. As few monarchs have lain under 
ftronger temptations to violate the principles of equity, than Edward in his 
tranfactions with Scotland; fo never were they violated with lefs fcruple and re- 


* Rymer, vol. 2. p- 863. Walfing. p. 81. Heming. vol. 1. p. 177. Trivet, p. 320. M. Wekt. 
p.439- Ryley, p. 596. + Rymer, vol. 2..p.873. Walfing. p.85. Heming. vol. 1. p. 186. 
'Trivet, p. 330. M. Wel. p. 443, 
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ferve: Yet his advantages were hitherto precariousand uncertain ; and theScots,once Chap. XIII. 
rouzed to arms and enured to war, began to appear a formidable enemy, even to 

this military and ambitious prince. They chofe John Cummin for their regent ; Scotland a- 
and not content with maintaining their independance in the northern parts, they gain revolts. 
made incurfions into the fouthern counties, which, Edward imagined, he had 

totally fubdued. John de Segrave, whom he had left guardian of Scotland, led —_ 1303. 
an army to oppofe them ; and lying at Roflin near Edinburgh, fent out his forces 24th Feb. 
in three divifions, to provide themfelves in forage and fubfiftance from the neigh- 
bourhood. One party was fuddenly attacked by the regent and Sir Simon Frafer; 

and being unprepared, were immediately routed and purfued with great flaughter. 

The few that efcaped, flying to the fecond divifion, gave warning of the approach 

of the enemy: The foldiers ran to their colours: And were immediately led out 

to take revenge for the death of their countrymen. The Scots, elated with the 
advantage already obtained, made a vigorous impreffion upon them: The Englifh, 

animated with vengeance, maintained a ftout refiftance : The victory was long 
undecided between them; but at Jaft declared itfelf entirely in favour of the for- 

mer, who broke the Englifh, and chaced them to the third divifion, now advane- 

ing with a hafty march to fupport their diftreffled companions. Many of the 

Scots had fallen in the two firft actions; moft of them were wounded; and all 

of them extremely fatigued by the long continuance of the combat: Yet were 

they fo tranfported with fuccefs and military rage, that, having fuddenly reco- 

vered their order, and arming the followers of their camp with the fpoils of the 
flaughtered enemy, they drove with fury upon the ranks of the difmayed Englifh. 

The favourable moment decided the battle; which the Scots, had they met with 

a fteddy refiftence, were not long able to maintain: The Englith were chaced off 

the field: Three victories were thus gained in one day *: And the renown of 

thefe great exploits, feconded by the favourable difpofitions of the people, foon 

made the regent mafter of all the fortreffes in the fouth ; and it became neceflary 

for Edward to begin anew the conqueft of the kingdom. 


Tue King prepared himfelf for this enterprize with his ufual vigour and ability. 
He aflembled both a great fleet and a great army; and entering the frontiers of Scot- 
land, appeared with a force, which the enemy could not think of refifting in the 
open field: The Englith navy which failed along the coaft, fecured the army from 
any danger of famine: Edward’s vigilance preferved them from furprizes: And by 
this prudent difpofition, they marched victorioufly from one extremity of the 
kingdom to the other, ravaging the open country, taking in all the caftles +, 


* Heming. vol, 1. p. 197. + Heming. vol. 1, p. 205- 
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and receiving the fubmiflions of all the nobility, even thofe of Cummin the re- 
gent. The moft obftinate refiftance was made by the caftle of Brechin, defended 
by Sir Thomas Maule; and the place opened not its gates, till the death of the 
governor, by difcouraging, the garrifon, obliged them to fubmit to the fate, 
which had overwhelmed the reft of the kingdom. Wallace, tho’ he attended 
the Enelith army in their march, found but few opportunities of fignalizing that 
valour, which had formerly made him fo terrible to his enemies. 


Epwarp, having compleated his conqueft, which employed him during the 
{pace of near two years, now undertook the more. difficult work, of fettling the 
country, of eftablifhing a new form of government, and of making his acquifition 
durable to the crown of England. He feems to have carried matters to extremi- 
ty againft the natives: He abrogated all the Scottifh laws and cuftoms pte hh 
endeavoured to fubftitute the Englifh in their place: He entirely razed or de- 
{troyed all the monuments of antiquity : Such records or hiftories as had efcaped 
his former fearch were now burnt or difperfed : And he haftened, by too pre- 
cipitate fteps, to abolifh entirely the Scottifh name, and to fink it finally into the 
Englifh. 


Epwarp, however, ftill deemed his favourite conquelt expofed to fome dan- 
ger, fo long as Walkace was alive ; and being prompted both by revenge and po- 
licy, he employed every art to difcover his retreat, and become matter of his 
perfon. At laft, that hardy warrior, who was determined, amidft the univerfal 
flavery of his country-men, ftill to maintain his independance, was betrayed into 
Edward’s hands by Sir John Monteith, his friend, whom he had made acquaint- 
ed with the place of his concealment. The King, whofe natural bravery fhould 
have induced him to refpeét like qualities in an enemy, enraged at fome violence 
committed by Wallace during the fury of war +, refolved to overawe the Seots. 
by an example of feverity ; and he ordered Wallace to be carried up in chains to 
London ; to be tried as a rebel and traitor, tho’ he never had made fubmiffions 
nor {worn fealty to England; and to be executed on Tower-hill t. This was 
the unworthy fate of a hero, who, thro’ a courfe of many years, had, with fig- 
nal conduct, intrepidity and perfeverance, defended, againft a public and op- 
preffive enemy, the liberties of his native country. 


But the barbarous policy of Edward failed of the purpofe, to which it was di- 
rected. The Scots, already difgufted with the great inne introduced by 
* Ryley, p. 506. + Walfing. p. 84. Heming. vol, 1. Pp: 120. t Walfing. p. 

90, Trivet, p. 340. Murinmath, p. 36. 
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the {word of aconqueror into their laws and government, were farther enraged 
at the injuftice and cruelty exercifed upon Wallace; and all the envy, which, 
during his lifetime, had attended that gallant chieftain, being now buried in his 
grave, he was univerfally regarded as the champion of Scotland, and the patron 
of her expiring independance. The people, inflamed with refentment, were eve- 
ry where difpofed to rife againft the Englifh government; and it was not long 
before a new and more fortunate leader prefented himfelf, who conducted them to 
liberty, to victory, and to vengeance. 


Rospert Bruce, the fon * of that Robert, who had been one of the compe- 
titors for the crown, had fucceeded, by his father’s death, to all his pretenGons 5 
and the death of John Baliol which happened nearly about the fame time in 
France, with the captivity of Edward, the only fon of that prince, feemed to 
open a full career to the genius and ambition of this young nobleman. He faw, 
that the Scots, when the right to their crown had expired in the males of their 
antient royal family, had been divided into parties nearly equal between the 
houfes of Bruce and Baliol; and that every incident, which had fince happened, 
had tended to wean them from any attachment to the latter. The flender capa- 
city of John had proved unable to defend them againft their enemies: He had 
meanly refigned his crown into the hands of the conqueror: He had, before his 
delivery from captivity, re-iterated that refignation in a manner feemingly volun- 

—_— . 
tary ; and had in that aét thrown out many reflections extremely difhonourable to 
his antient fubjeéts, whom he publickly called traitors, ruffians, and rebels, and 
with whom, he declared, he was determined to maintain no farther connexions + : 
He had, during the time of his exile, adhered ftrictly to that refolution ; 
and his fon, being a prifoner, feemed ill qualified to revive the rights, now fully 
abandoned, of his family. Bruce therefore hoped, that the Scots, fo long ex- 
pofed, from the want of a leader, to the oppreffions of their enemies, would una- 
nimoufly fly to his ftandard, and would feat him on the vacant throne, to which 
he brought fuch plaufible pretenfions. His afpiring fpirit, inflamed by the fervor 
of youth, and buoyed up by his natural courage, faw the glory alone of the 
enterprize, or regarded the prodigious difficulties, which attended it, as the fource 
only of farther glory. The miferies and oppreffions, which he had beheld 
his countrymen fuffer in their unequal conteft ; the repeated defeats and misfor- 
tunes, which they had undergone; proved to him fo many incentives to bring 


* Hemingford vol. 1. p. 218. calls him the grandfon of Robert; and is very particular in the ac- 
count of the times in which his father and grandfather died. Hemingford is the beft hiftosian of that 
age. + Brady’s hift. vol, 2, App. N° 27. 
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them relief, and conduct them to revenge againft the haughty victors. The 
circumftances, which attended Bruce’s firft declaration, are varioufly related ; 
but we fhall rather follow the account given by the Scots hiftorians ; not that 
their authority is in general any wife to be compared to that of the Englifh ; but 
becaufe they may be fuppofed to be fometimes better informed concerning facts, 
which fo nearly interefted their own nation. 


Bruce, who had long harboured in his breaft the defign of freeing his enflav- 
ed country, ventured at laft to open his mind to John Cummin, a powerful 
nobleman, with whom he lived in ftrict intimacy. He found in his friend all the 
appearance of his own fentiments; and needed to employ no arts of perfuafion to 
make him embrace the refolution of throwing off, on the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity, the ufurped dominion of the Englifh, But on the departure of Bruce, 
who attended Edward to London, Cummin, who either had diffembled all along 
with him, or began to refleét more coolly in his abfence on the defperate nature 
of the undertaking, refolved to attone for his crime of affenting to this rebellion, 
by the merit of revealing the fecret to the King of England. Edward did not 
immediately commit Bruce to cuftody; becaufe he propofed, at the fame time, 
to feize his three brothers, who refided in Scotland ; and he contented himfelf 
with fecretly fetting fpies upon him, and ordering all his motions to be ftrictly 
euarded. A nobleman ef Edward’s court, Bruce’s intimate friend, was appriz- 
ed of his danger; but not daring, amidft fo many watchful eyes, to hold any 
converfation with him, he fell on an expedient to give him warning, that it was 
full time he fhould make his efcape. He fent him by a fervant, a pair of gilt 
fpurs and a purfe of gold, which he pretended to have borrowed from him ; and 
left it to the fagacity of his friend to difcover the meaning of the prefent. Bruce 
immediately contrived the means of his efcape; and as the ground was at that 
time covered-with fnow, he had the precaution, it is faid, to order his horfes to 
be fhod with their fhoes turned backwards, that he might deceive thofe, who 
fhould track his path over the open fields or crofs roads, thro’ which he purpof- 
ed to travel, He arrived in a few days at Dumfries in Annandale; the chief feat 


of his family intereft; and he happily found a great number of the Scottifh nobi-- 


lity there affembled, and among the reft, John Cummin, his former affociate. 


Tur noblemen were aftonifhed at the appearance of Bruce in their company 3 
and ftill more when he difcovered to them the objet of his journey. He told 
them, that he was come to live or die with them in defence of the liberty of his 
country, and hoped, with their affiftance, to redeem the Scottifh name from all the 
indignities, which it had fo long fuffered from the tyranny of their imperious maf{- 
ters: That the facrifice of the rights of his family was the firft injury which had pre- 
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pared. the way for their enfuing flavery ; and by refuming them, which was his ord hea 
firm purpofe, he opened to them the joyful profpeét of recovering from the frau- - 
dylent ufurper their antient and hereditary independance: That all their paft 
misfortunes had proceeded from their difunion ; and they would foon appear no 

lefs formidable than of old to their enemies, if they now deigned to follow into 

the field their rightful prince, who knew no medium between death and victory : 

That their mountains and their valour, which had, during fo many ages, pro- 

ceéted their liberty from all the efforts of the Roman empire, would ftill be fuf- 

ficient, were they worthy of their generous anceftors, to defend them apainft the 

utmoft violence of the Englifh tyrant: That it was unbecoming men, born to 
the:moft-antient independance, known in Europe, to fubmit to the will of any 
mafters'; but fatal:to receive thofe, who, being irritated- by fuch perfevering op- 
pofition, and enflamed with the higheft animiofity, would never deem themfelves 

fecure of their ufurped dominion but by exterminating all the antient nobility, 

and even all the antient inhabitants : And that, being reduced to. this defperate 
extremity, it.were. better for them atonce:to’ perifh, like brave men, with their. 
{words in their hands, than to dread long, aind at laft undergo, the fate of the 
unfortunate. Wallace, whofe merits, in the brave and obftinate defence of his 
country, were finally rewarded by the hands of an Englifh executioner. 

Tue fpirit with which this difcourfe was delivered, the bold fentiments which 
it conveyed; the novelty of Bruce’s declaration, affifted by the graces of his 
youth and manly deportment, made deep impreffion on the minds of his audience, 
and rouzed all thofe principles of indignation and revenge; with which they had 
long, been fecretly actuated. The Scottifh: nobles declared their unanimous re- 
folution to ufe the utmoft efforts in’ delivering their country from bondage, and 
to fecond the courage of Bruce, in afferting his and their undoubted rights, aeainft 
their common oppreffors. Cummin‘alone, who had’ fecretly taken his meafures 
with the King, oppofed this general determination ; and by reprefenting’ the great 
power of E:ngland, governed by a prince of {uch uncommon vigour and abilities, 
he endeavoured to fet before them the certain deftruction, whichthey mutt ap- 
prehend, if they again violated their oaths of fealty, and fhook off their allegi- 
ance to the victorious Edward*. Bruce, already apprized of his treachery, and 
forfeeing the certain failure-of all his own fchemes of ambition and glory from the 
oppofition of fo potent a leader, took. immediately his refolution ; and moved 
partly by refentment, partly by policy, followed Cummin on the diffolution’ of- 
the afflembly, attacked him in the cloyfters of the Grey Friars thro? which he paf- 
fed, and running him thro’ the body, left him for dead. Sir Thomas Kirkpa- 
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tric, one of Bruce’s friends, afking him foon after, if the traitor was flain. J 
believe fo, replied Bruce. And is that a matter, cried Kirkpatric, to de left to con- 
jetture ? Iwill fecure him. Upon which he drew his dagger, ran to Cummin, and 
ftabbed him to the heart. Fhis deed of Bruce and his affociates, which contains 
circumftances, juftly condemned by our prefent manners, was regarded in that age as 
an effort of manly vigour and juft policy. The family of Kirkpatric took for the 
creft of their arms, which they {till wear, a hand with a bloody dagger: And 
chofe for their motto thefe words, J will fecure him , the expreffion employed by 
their anceftor, when he executed that violent action. ie 
Tue murder of Cummin affixed the feal to the confpiracy of the Scottifh no- 
bles: They had now no refource left but to fhake off the yoke of England, or to 
perifh in the attempt : The genius of the nation rouzed itfelf from its prefent de- 
jection: And Bruce, flying to different quarters, excited his partizans to arms, 
attacked with fuccefs the difperfed bodies of the Englifh, got poffeffion of many 
of the caftles, and having made his authority be acknowledged in moft parts of 
the kingdom, was folemnly crowned and inaugurated in the abbey of Scone by 
the bifhop of St. Andrews, who had zealoufly embraced his caufe. The Engiifh 
were again chaced out of the kingdom, except fuch as took fhelter in the {trong 
fortrefies that remained in their hands; and Edward found, that the Scots, twice 
conquered in his reign, and often defeated, muft yet be anew fubdued. Not dif- 
couraged with thefe unexpected dificulties, he fent Aymer de Valence with a confi- 
derable force into Scotland to check the progrefs of the infurgents ; and that ge- 
neral, falling unexpectedly upon Bruce at Methven in Perththire, threw his ar- 
my into fuch diforder, as ended in a total defeat *. Bruce fought with the moft 
heroic courage, was thrice difmounted from his horfe in the action, and as often 
recovered himfelf ; but was at laft obliged to yield to fuperior fortune, and take 
fhelter with a few followers in the weftern ifles.. The earl of Athole, Sir Simon 
Frafer, and Sir Chriftopher Seton, who had been taken prifoners, were or- 
dered by Edward to be executed as rebels and traitors ‘f. Many other acts of 
rigor were exercifed by him; and that prince, vowing revenge again{t the whole 
Scottifh nation, whom he deemed incorrigible in their averfion to his govern- 
ment, afflembled a great army, and was preparing to enter the frontiers, fecure of 
faccefs, and determined to make the defencelefs Scots the victims of his feverity : 
When he unexpeétedly fickened and died at Carlifle; enjoining with his laft 
breath his fon and fucceffor to profecute the enterprize, and never to defift till 
he had finally fubdued the kingdom of Scotland. He expired in the fixty ninth 


* Walfing. p. 91. Heming. vol. 1. p. 222, 223. Trevet, p. 344. + Heming. vol. 1. p. 
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year of his age, andthe thirty fifth of his reign, hated by his neighbours, but Chap. xit. 
extremely refpected and revered by his own fubjeéts. 1307. 

Tae enterprizes finifhed by this prince, and the projects which he formed and and charattes 
brought very near to a conclufion, were more prudent, more regularly conduct. % ¢ Ms: 
ed, and more advantageous to the folid interefts of his kingdom than thofe which 
were undertaken in any reign either of his anceftors or his fucceflors. He reftor- 
ed ‘authority to the government, difordered by the weaknefs of his father -—4j¢ 
maintained the laws againft all the efforts of his turbulent barons:—he fully annex- 
ed to his crown the principality of Wales; he tesle the wifett and moft effectual 
meafures for reducing Scotland tq jike condition ; and tho’ the equity of this 
latter enterprizé may reafonably be queftioned, the circumftances of the two king- 
doms promifed fuch certain fuccefs, and the advantage was fo vifible of uniting 
the whole ifland under one head, that thofe who give great indulgence to reafons 
of ftate in the meafures of princes, will not» be apt to regard this part of his'con- 
duct with much feverity. _ But Edward, however exceptionable his charaCter may 
appear-on the head of juftice, is the model of a politic and warlike King: He 
poflefied induftry, penetration, courage, vigour, and enterprize: He was frugal! 
in all expences that were not neceflary ; he knew how to epen the public treafures 
en a proper occafion 5 he punithed criminals with feverity ; he was gracious and 
affable to his fervants and courtiers; and being of ia majeftic figure, expert at all 
bodily exercifes, arid.in the main well proportioned in his limbs, notwith{tanding 
the great length and the fmallnefs of his legs, he was as well qualified to capti- 
vate the populace by his exterior appearance, as to gain the approbation of men 
of fenfe by his more folid virtues. 

Burt the chief advantage, which the people of England reaped, and ftill con- Miellancous 
tinue to reap, from the reign of this Great prince, was the correction, extenfion, tan{ctions of 
amendment, and eftablifhment of the laws, which Edward maintained in ea. a 
vigour, and left much improved to pofterity: For the work of wife legiflators 
commonly remain; while the acquifitions of conquerors often perifh with them: 
This merit has juftly gained to Edward the appellation of the Englith Juftinian. 
Not only the numerous ftatutes, pafled in his reign, touch the chief points of ju- 
rifprudence, and, according to Sir Edward Coke*, truly deferve the name of 
eftablifhments, becaufe they were more conftant, ftanding, and durable laws than 
any made fince; but the regular order of his adminiftration gave an opportunity 
to the common law to refine itfelf, and brought the judges to a certainty in their 


determinations, and the lawyers toa precifion in their pleadings. Sir Matthew 
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Fale has remarked the fudden improvement of Englifh law during this reign 5 
and ventures to affert, that, till his own time, it had never received any confi- 
derable encreafe *. Fdward fettled the jurifdiction of the feveral courts; arft 
| ab{tained from the practice too com- 
mon before him, of interrupting juftice by mandates from the privy council + ; 
reprefled robberies and diforders {; encouraged trade by giving merchant an 
aney WAY of recovering their debts $3 and in fhort, introduced a new fac of 
things by the vigour and wifdom of his government. As law began now to be 
well eftablifhed, the abule of that happinefs began alfo to be remarked. Intead 
of their former affociations for robbery anu violence, men entered into formal 
combinations to fupport each other in law-fuits; and it was found requifile to 
check this grievance by act of parliament ||. 
Tuere happened in this reign a confiderable alteration in the execution ¢f the 
laws : The King abolifhed the office of chief jufticiary, which he thought pofeffed 
too much power, and was dangerous to the crown |: He compleated ‘the di- 
vifion of the court of exchequer into four diftinét courts, which managed, eachs 
its feveral branch, without dependance on any one magiftrate ; and as the law- 
yers invented a method, by means of their fictions, to carry bufinefs from onecourt 
to another, the feveral courts became rivals and checks to each other; a ciicum- 
france which tended much to improve the practice of the law in England. _ 
Bur tho’ Edward appeared thus, thro’ his whole reign, a friend to law and 
juftice, it cannot be faid, that he was an enemy to arbitrary power; and in a 
government more regular and | 
practices as thofe which may be remarked in his adminiftration, would havegiven 
fufficient ground of complaint, _and fometimes were even in his age the object of 
general difpleafure. The violent plunder and banifhment of the Jewss the 
putting the whole clergy, at once, out of the protection of laws the feizing all 
the wool and leather of the kingdom; the heightening the impofitions on the 
former valuable commodity ; the new and illegal commiffion of Trail-bafton ; 
‘the taking all the money and plate of monafteries and churches, even before he 


‘had any quarrel with the clergy ; the fubjecting every man poffefied of twenty 


* Hiftory of the Englifh law, p. 158, 163. 
+ Anticulir fuper Cart. cap. 6. Edward enatted a law to this purpofe ; but it is very doubtial, whe- 
ther he ever obferved it. “We are fure that fcarce any of his facceffors did. The multitude of ‘hefe let- 
ters of protection were a ground of complaint by the commons in 3 Edw. IL. See Ryley, p.. 525. 


This praétice is declared illegal by the ftatute of Northampton paffed in the fecond of Edward III, but 


fill continued, like many, other abufes. There are inftances of it fo late as the reign of Q. Elizabeth. 
t Statute of Winton. § Statute of Aéton Burnel. \| Statute of Confpiratrs. 
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pounds a year to military fervice, tho’ not bound to it by his tenure; his vifible Chap. XII. 
reluétance to confirm the great charter, as if that conceffion had had no validity "9°?" 
from the deeds of his predecefiors ; the captious claufe which he at laft annexed 
to his confirmation ; his procuring, after all, the Pope’s difpenfation from the oaths 
which he had: taken to obferve that charter; and his levying of arbitrary talliages 
even after the ftatute, or rather charter, by which he had renounced that preroga- 
tive 3 thefe are fo many demontftrations of his arbitrary difpofition, and prove with 
what exception and referve we ought to celebrate his love of juftice. He took care 
that his fubjects fhould do juftice to one another ; but he defired always to have his 
own hands free in all his ttanfactions, both with them and with his neigh- 
bours. 

Tue chief obftruction to the execution of juftice in thofe times was the power 
of the great barons ; and Edward was perfectly qualified, by his character and abi- 
lities, to keep thefe tyrants in awe, and to reftrain their illegal practices, ‘This 
falutary purpofe was accordingly the great object of his attention; yet he was 
imprudently led into a meafure which tended very much to encreafe and confirm 
their exorbitant authority. He pafied a ftatute, which, by allowing them to en- 
tail their eftates, made it impracticable to diminifh the property of the great fa- 
milies, and left them all means of encreafe and acquifition. 7 

Epwarp obferyed acontrary policy with regard to the church: He feems to 
have been the firft chriftian prince who paffed a ftatute of mortmain; and pre- 
vented by law the clergy from making new acquifitions .of lands, which by the 
ecclefiaftical canons they were for ever prohibited to alienate. The oppofition 
between his maxims with regard to the nobility and ecclefiaftics, leads us to con- 
jeQture, that it was only by chance he paffed the beneficial ftatute of mortmain, 
and that his fole object was, to maintain the number of knights fees, and to pre- 
vent the fuperiors from being defrauded of the profits of wardfhip, marriage, 
livery, and other emoluments: arifing from the feudal tenures, This is indeed 
the reafon affigned in the ftatute itfelf, and appears to have been his real object 
in enacting it. The author of the annals of Waverly afcribes this act chiefly to 
the King’s anxiety for maintaining the military force of the kingdom ; but adds 
that he was much miftaken imhis purpofe ; for that the Amalekites were overcome 
more by the prayers of Mofes than by the fword of the Ifraelites +. 


Epwarp was very active in reftraining the ufurpations of the church, and ex- 
cepting his ardour for Croifades, which adhered to him during his whole life, 
feems, in other refpecis, to have been little infected with fuperftition, the vice 
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chiefly of weak minds. But the paffion for Croifades was really in that age the: 
paffion for glory. As the Pope now felt himfelf fomewhat more reftrained in 
his former ‘practice of pillaging the national churches by general impofitions upon 
them, he permitted the generals of particular orders, who refided at Rome;. to 
Jevy taxes on the feveral convents fubjected. to their jurifdiction; and Edward 
was obliged to enact a law againft this new abufe. It was alfo become a practice 
of the court of Rome to provide facceffors to benefices before they became vacant: 
Edward found it likewife neceflary to reftrain by law this new fource of injuftice 
and impofition. | | | 

Tus tribute of rooo marks a year, to which King John, in doing homage to 
the Pope, had fubjected the kingdom, had been pretty regularly paid fince his 


time, tho’ the vaflalage was conftantly denied, and indeed, for fear of giving of- 


fence, had been but little infifted on. The payment was called by a new name | 
of cenfus, not by that of tribute. King Edward feems.to have always paid this 
money with great reluctance, and he. fuffered it, at one. time,. ta. run on. for 
fix years*, at another for eleven}: But as princes in that age ftood continually 
sn need of the Pope’s good offices, for difpenfations of marriages and other con- 
ceffions, the court of Rome found always means, fooner or latter, to catch the 
money. The levying of firft fruits was alfo a new device, begun in this, reign, 
by which his holinefs got his fingers very frequently into the purfes of the faith- 
ful; and the King feems unwarily to have given way to it. 


Epwarp had by his Girt wife,. Eleanor of Caflile, four fons, but Edward his 
heir and fucceffor, was the only. one that furvived him, She alfo bore him 
eleven daughters, moft of wham died in their infancy : Joan was married firft 
td the earl of Glocefter, and after his death, to Ralph de, Monthermer; Mar- 
garet efpoufed John duke of Brabant : Elizabeth efpoufed firft John earl of Hol- 

land: and afterwards the earl of Hereford: Mary was a nun at Ambrefbury. 
He had by his fecond wife, Margaret of France, two fons and a daughter ; Tho- 
mas created earl of Norfolk, and Marefchal of England; and Edmond who was 
created earl of Kent by his brother when King. The princefs died in her m- 
fancy. r 
In the former reign the ‘taxes had: been partly fcutages, partly a proportional 
part of the moveables, granted by parliament: In this, fcutages ‘were entirely 
dropt ; and the affeffment on moveables was the chief method of taxation, Ed- 
ward in his fourth year had a fifteenth granted him ; in his Gfth year a twelfth, 
in his eleventh year a thirtieth’ from, the laity, a twentieth from: the clergy » i 
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his eighteenth year a fifteenth ; in his twenty fecond year a tenth from the laity, 
a fixth from London and other corporate towns, half of their benefices from the 
clergy ; in his twenty third year an eleventh from, the barons and others, a tenth 
from the clergy,.a feventh from the burgefles ; in his twenty fourth year a twelfth 
from the barons and others, an cighth from the burgeffes, from the clergy, no- 
thing, becaufe of the Pope’s inhibition ; in his twenty fifth year an eighth from 
the laity, a tenth from the clergy of Canterbury, a fifth from thofe of York ; 
in his twenty ninth yeara fifteenth from the laity, on account of his confirming 
the perambulation of the forefts ; the clergy oranted nothing ; in his-thirty third 
year, firft a thirtieth from the barons and others, and. a twentieth from the bur- 
gefles, then a fifteenth from all his fubjects; in his thirty fourth year.a thirtieth 
from all his fubjeéts for: knighting his eldeft fon. 


Tuese taxes were moderate; but the King had alfo duties upon exportation 
and importation granted him from time to time: The heavieft was commonly 


upon wool. . Poundage, or .a fhilling a pound, was not regularly granted. the. 


Kings for life till the reign, of Henry V. . . 
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HE. prepoffeffions, entertained in favour of young Edward, kept the Eng- 

lith from being fully fenfible of the extreme lofs, which they had*fuftained 
by the death of the great monarch, who filled the throne; and all men haftened 
with alacrity to take the oath of allegiance to his fon and fuccefflor. This prince 
was in the twenty-third year of his age, was of an agreeable figure, of a mild and 
gentle difpofition; and having never difcovered a propenfity to any dangerous 
vice, it was very natural to prognofticate tranquility and happinefs from his go- 


Weaknefs of Vernment. But the firft a&t of his reign blafted all thefe hopes, and fhewed him 


to be totally unqualified for that perilous fituation, in which every Englifh mo- 
narch during thofe ages, had, from the unftable form of the conftitution, and 
the turbulent difpofitions of the people, derived from it, the misfortune to be 
placed. The indefatigable Robert Bruce, tho’ his army had been diffipated and 
he himfelf had been obliged to take fhelter in the weftern ifles, remained not long 
in tranquility; but before the death of the: late King, had fallied from his re-_ 
treat, had again colleéted his followers, had appeared in the field, and had obtained _ 
by furprize an important advantage over Aymer de Valence, who commanded 
the Englith forces *. He was now become fo confiderable as to have afforded the 
King of England fufficient glory in fubduing him, without incurring any danger 


of his: feeing all thofe mighty preparations, made by his father, fail in the enter- 


prize. But Edward, inftead of purfuing his advantages, marched but a little 
way into Scotland; and having an utter incapacity, and equal averfion for all ap- 
plication or ferious bufinefs, he immediately returned upon his footfteps, and dif- 
perfed his army. His grandees perceived from this condutt, that the authority 
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of the crown, fallen into fuch feeble hands, was no longer to be dreaded, and Chap. XIV. ° 
that every infolence might be practiced by them with impunity. 1307. 


Tue next meafure, taken by Edward, gave them an inclination to attack thofe _ 
prerogatives, which no longer kept them in awe. There was one Piers Gavafton, Pak ~ 
the fon of a Gafcon knight of fome diftinétion, who had honourably ferved the 
late King, and who, in reward of his merits, had obtained an eftablifhment for Piers Gava- 
his fon in the family of the prince of Wales. This young man foon imfinuated = 
himfelf into the affections of his matter, by. his agreeable behaviout, and by fup- 
plying him with all thofe innocent, tho’ frivolous amufements, which fuited his 
capacity and his inclinations. He was endowed with the utmoft elegance of 
fhape and perfon, was noted for a fine mien and eafy carriage, diftinguifhed him- 
felf in all warlike and genteel exercifes, and was celebrated for thofe quick fallies 
of wit, by which his country is diftinguifhed. By all thefe accomplifhments he 
gained fo entire an afcendant over young Edward, whofe heart was ftrongly dif- 
pofed to friendthip and confidence, that the late King, apprehenfive of the con- 
fequences, had banifhed.him the kingdom, and had, before he died, made his fon 
promife never to recall him *. But he no fooner found himfelf mafter, as he vainly 
imagined, than he fent for Gavafton, and even before his arrival at court, en- 
dowed him with the whole earldom of Cornwal, which had efcheated to the 
crown, by the death of Edmond, fon of Richard King of the Romans +, Noe 
content with conferring on him thofe poffeffions, which had fufficed as an appa- 
nage for ayprince of the blood, he daily loaded him with new honours and riches ; 
married him to his. own niece, fifter of the earl of Glocefter {, and feemed to 
enjoy no pleafure in his royal dignity, but as it enabled: him to exalt to the high- 
eft fplendor this: object of his fond affections. 


Tur haughty° barons, offended at the fuperiority of a minion, whofe birth, picontent of 
tho’ reputable, they defpifed, as much inferior to their own, concealed not their the barons. 
difcontent ; and foon found reafons to juftify their animofity in the character and 
conduct of the man'they hated. Inftead of difarming envy by the moderation 
and -modefty of his behaviour, Gavafton difplayed his power and influence with 
the utmoft oftentation; and deemed no circumftance of his good -fortune fo 
agreeable as its"enabling him:to eclipfe and mortify all his rivals. He was vain- 
clorious, profufe, rapacious ; fond of exterior pomp and appearance, giddy with 
profperity ; and as’he imagined, that his fortune was now as ftrongly rooted in 
the kingdom, as his afcendant was uncontrouled over the weak monarch, he took 


* Walfing. p. 95. Ypod. Neuit. p. 499. Trivet. cont. p. 2. + Rymer, vol. 3.p. 1- Hem- 
ing, vol..J..p-243- Walfin, p96. YpodsNeuft. p. 499. Trivets cont, p, 2. jt Heming. 
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no farther cate of engaging partizans, who might fupport his fudden and ill efta- 
blifhed grandeur. - At all tourneaments, he took delight in foiling the Englifh 
nobility, by his fuperior addrets : In each converfation, he made them the ob- 


ject of his wit and railiery : Every day his enemies multiplied upon him} and 


nought was wanting but a little time to cement their union, and render it fatal, 
both to him and to his matfter §. 


Ir behoved the King to take a journey to France, both in order to do homage 
for the dutchy of Guienne, and to efpoufe the princefs Ifabella, to whom he had 
long been contracted, tho’ unexpetted accidents had hitherto retarded the cons 
fiimmation of the marriage *. Edward left Gavafton guardian of the realm *f, 
wit’ more ample powers, than had ufually been conferred [; and on his return 
with his young queen, renewed all the proofs of that fond attachment to his fa- 
voufite, of which every one fo loudly complained. This princefs was of an im- 
perious and intriguing fpirit; and finding, that her hufband’s capacity required, 
4g-well'as his temper inclined, him to be governed, fhe thought herfelf beft in- 
titled, on every account, to perform the office, and fhe contracted a mortal 
hatred againft the perfon, who had difappointed her in thefe expectations. She 
was well pleafed, therefore, to fee a combination of the nobility forming againft 
Gavafton, who, fenfible of her hatred, had wantonly provoked her by new in- 
fults and injuries. PRG i 


Tuomas, earl of Lancafter, coufin-german to the King, and firft prince of 
the blood, was by far the moft opulent and powerful fubject in England, and pof- | 
feffed in his own right, and foon after in that of his wife, heirefs of the family 
of Lincoln, no lefs than fix earldoms, with a proportional eftate in land, attended 
with all the jurifditions and power, which commonly an that age were annexed to 
landed property. He was turbulent and factious in his difpofition 5 mortally hated 
the favourite, whofe influence with the King exceeded his own ; and he foon became 
the head of that party among the barons, who defired the depreffion of this in- 
folent ftranger.. The confederated nobles bound themfelves by oath, to expel 
Gavafton: Both fides began already to put themfelves in.a warlike pofture: The 
licentioufnefs of the age broke out in robberies and other diforders, the ufual 
prelfides of civil war: And the royal authority, defpifed in the King’s own hands, 
and hated in thofe of Gavafton, became infufficient for the execution of the laws, 
and the maintenance of peace in the kingdom. A parliament being fummoned 
at Weftminfter, Lancafter and his party came thither with an armed retinue; and 


§ T. de la More, p. 593. Walfing. p:97. * 'T. de la More, p. 593: rivet. cont. p. 3. 
+ Rymer, vol, 3. p. 47. Ypod, Neuf. p. 499, - } Brady’s App. N°. 49. | 
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were there enabled to impofe their own terms on the fovereion. They required Chap. XIV. 
the banifhment of Gavafton, impofed an oath on him never to return, and en- _— 
gaged the bifhops, who never failed to interpofe in all civil coricerns, to pronounce 
him excommunicate, if he’remained any longer in the kingdom *. «Edward 
was obliged to fubmit +; but even in his compliance, gave proofs of his fond 
attachment to his favourite. Inftead of removing all umbrage, by fending him 
to his own country, as was expected, he appointed him lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land t, attended him to Briftol on his journey thither, and before his departure 
conferred on him new lands and riches both in Gafcony and England §. Gavafton, 
who did not want bravery, and poffeffed talents for war |], acted during his go- 
vernment, with vigour againft fome Irifh rebels, whom he fubdued. 

Meran-wuice, the King, lefs fhocked with the illegal violence which had 
been impofed upon him, than unhappy in the abfence of his minion, employed 
every expedient to foften the oppofition of the barons to his return ; as if fuccefs 
in that point were the chief objeét of his government. The high office of 
hereditary fteward was conferred on Lancafter: His father-in-law, the earl of 
Lincoln, was bought off by other conceffions : Earl Warrenne was alfo mollified 
by civilities, grants, or promifes: The infolence of Gavafton, being no longer 
before men’s eyes, was lefs the object of general. indignation: And Edward, 
deeming matters fufficiently prepared for his purpofe, applied to the court of 
Rome, and obtained a difpenfation from that oath, which the barons had com- 
pelled Gavafton to take, that he would abjure for ever the realm |. He went 
down to Chefter, to receive him on his firft landing from Ireland ; flew into his 
arms with tranfports of joy; and having obtained the formal confent of the ba- 
rons in parliament to his re-eftablifhment, fet no longer any bounds to his extrava- 
gant fondnefs and affection. Gavafton himfelf, forgetting his paft misfortunes, 
and blind to their caufes, refumed the fame oftentation and infolence ; and be- 
came more than ever the object of general deteftation among the barons. 


Tue nobility firft difcovered their animofity by abfenting themfelves from par- 
liament; and finding, that this expedient had‘not been fuccefsful, they began to 
think of employing fharper and more effectual remedies. Tho’ there had f{earce 
been any other national ground of complaint, except fome diffipation of the pub- 
lic treafure : Tho’ all the acts of mal-adminiftration, objected to theKing, and his 
favourite, feemed of a mature more proper to excite heart burnings in a ball or 
affembly, than commotions in a great kingdom: Yet fuch was the fituation of 


* Trivet, cont. p. 5. + Rymer, vol. 3. p. 80. t Rymer, vol. 3. p. 92. Murimuth, 
Pp: 39: § Rymer, vol. 3. p. 87. | Heming. vol. t. p. 248.°°T. de la More, p. 593. 
4 Rymer, vol. 3. p. 167. . 
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the times, that the barons were determined, and were able, to make them the 
reafons.of a total alteration in the conftitution and civil government. Having 
come to parliament, in defiance of the laws and the King’s prohibition, with 


4 numerous retinue of armed followers, they found themfelves entirely mafters ; _ 


and prefented a petition, which was equivalent to a command, requiring Edward 
to devolve on a chofen junto the whole authority both of the crown and of the 
parliament. The King was obliged to fign a commiflion, empowering the pre- 
lates and barons to elect twelve perfons, who fhould, till the term of Michaelmas 
in the year following, have authority to enact ordinances for the government of 
the kingdom, and the regulation of the King’s houfhold ; confenting that thefe 
ordinances fhould thenceforth and for ever have the force of laws and ftatutes 
allowing the ordainers to form affociations among themfelves, and their friends, 
for their {trict and regular obfervance ;.and all, this for the greater glory of God, 
the fecurity of the church, and the honour and advantage of the king and king- 
dom *. ‘The barons in return figned a declarations in which they acknowledged, 
that they owed thefe conceffions merely to the King’s free bounty ; promifed that 
this fhould never be drawn into precedent ; and engaging, that the power of the. 
ordainers fhould expire at the term appointed T. . 


Tue. chofen junto-of twelve accordingly framed their ordinances, and prefented 
them. to the King and parliament,. for their confirmation in the enfuing year. 
Some of thefe ordinances were laudable, and tended to. the regular execution of 
juttice : fuch as thofe, requiring fheriffs to be men of property, abolifhing the: 
practices of iffuing privy fea's for the fufpenfion of juftice, reftraining the prac- 
tice of purveyance, prohibiting the adulteration or alteration of the coin, exclud- 
ing foreigners from the farms of the revenue, ordering all payments to be regu= 
larly made into the exchequer, revoking. all-late grants of the crown, and giving. 


the parties damages: in the cafe of vexatious profecutions. But what chiefly 


gtieved the King was the ordinance for the removal of evil counfellors, by which. 


and profit; and Piers Gavafton himfelf was for ever banifhed the King’s, domi- 
nions, under the penalty, in cafe of difobedience, of being declared a public 
enemy. Other perfons, more agreeable to the barons, were fubftituted> in, all 
the offices. And it was ordained, that, for. the future, all the. confiderable digni- 
ties in the, houfhold, as well as in the law, revenue, and military governments, 
fhould be appointed by the deronage in. parliament ;, and’ the-power of making. 


* Brady’s App. N& 
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war, or affémbling his military tenants, fhould no longer be folely vefted inthe 
King, nor be exercifed without the confent of the nobility. 


Epwarp, from the fame weaknefs both of histemper and fituation, which had 
engaged him to grant this unlimited commiffion to the barons, was led to give a 
parliamentary fanction to their ordinances: But as a confequence of the fame 
charaéter, he fecretly made a proteft againft them, and declared, that, fince the 
commiffion was gtanted only for the’ making of ordinances to the advantage of 
the King and kingdom, fuch articles, as fhould be found prejudicial to both, were 
to-be held ag not ratified and confirmed *. It isno wonder, indeed, that he re- 
tained a firm purpofe to revoke ordinances, which had been impofed on him by 
violence, which entirely annihilated the royal authority, and above all, which 
deprived him of the company and fociety of a perfon, whom, by an unufual ine 
fatuation, he valued above all the world, and above every other confideration of 
intereft or tranquility. 

So foon, therefore, as Edward, removing to York, had freed himfelf from 
the immediate terror of the baron’s power, he invited back Gavafton from Flan- 
ders, which that favourite had made the place of his retreat; and declaring his 
banifhment to be illegal, and contrary to the laws and cuitoms of the kingdom +, 
openly re-inftated him in his former credit and authority. The barons, highly 
provoked at this difappointment, and apprehenfive of danger to themfelves from 
the declared animofity of fo powerful a minion, faw, that, either his or their 

win was now inevitable; and they renewed with redoubled zeal their former 
confederacies againft him. The earl of Lancafter was a dangerous head of this 
alliance: Guy, earl of Warwic, entered into it with a furious and precipitate 
paffion: Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, tie conftable, and Aymer de Va- 
lence, earl of Pembroke, brought to it a great acceffion of power and intereft; 
Even earl Warrenne deferted the royal caufe, which he had hitherto fupported, 
and was induced to embrace the fide of the confederates t: And as Robert de 
Winchelfey, archbifhop of Canterbury, declared himfelf of the fame party, he 
determined the body of the clergy, and confequeatly the people, to declare againft 
the King and his minion. So predominant, at that time, was the power of the 
great nobility, that the combination of a few of them was always able to fhake 
the throne, and fuch an univerfal concurrence became irrefiftible. The earl of 
Lancafter fuddenly raifed an army, and marched to York, where he found the 


King already removed to Newcaftle §: He jew thither in purfuit of hims 


* Ryley’s Placit, Parl. p. 530, $41. + Brady’s App. N°. 53. Walfing. p. 98. { Tn- 
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and Edward had juft time to efcape to Tinmouth, where he embarked, .and 
failed with Gavafton to Scarborough.’ He left his favourite ‘in’ that “fortrefs, 
which, had it been properly fupplied with provifions, ‘was deemed impregnable ; 
and he marched forward to York, in hopes of raifing ansarmy, which might be able 
to fupport him againft his enemies. - Pembroke was fent by the confederates’ to 
befiege the caftle of Scarborough ; and Gavafton, fenfible ofthe bad condition 
of his garrifon, was obliged to capitulate with the enemy, and furrender himfelt 
prifoner *, ‘He ftipulated, that he fhould remain in Pembroke’s hands for two 
months; that endeavours fhould, during thatitime, be mutually ufed fora gene- 
ral accommodation ; that if the terms propofed by the barons were not accepted, 
the caftlé fhould be reftored to him in the fame condition as when he furrendered it; 
and that the ear! of Pembroke and Henry Piercy fhould, by contract, pledge all 
their lands for the fulfilling of thefe conditions ‘f. Pembroke; now mafter of 
the perfon of this public enemy, conduéted him to the caftle of Dedington, near 
Banbury; where, under pretence of other bufinefs, he left him proteéted by a 
a feeble guard {. Warwic, probably in concert with Pembroke, attacked the 
caftle: The guards refufed to make any refiftance : Gavafton was yielded up ta 
him, and conduéted to Warwic calftle : ‘The earls of Lancafter, Hereford, and 
Arundel, immediately repaired thither §: And without any regard, either to the 
laws or the military capitulation, they ordered the head of this obnoxious favour- 
ite to be ftruck off, by the hands of the executioner |. ; 


Tue Kine was retired northward to Berwic, when he heard of Gavafton’s mur- 
der; and his refentment was proportioned to the: affection which he had ever . 
borne him, while living. He threatened vengeance on all the nobility, who had 
been adtive in that bloody fcene, and he made preparations for war in all parts of 
England. But being lefs conftant in his enmities than in his friendfhips, he foon 
after hearkened to terms of accommodation ; granted the barons a pardon for 
all offences; and as they ftipulated to afk him publicly pardon on their Knees 4, 
he was fo pleafed with thefe vain appearances of exterior fubmiffion, that he feemed 
to have fincerely forgiven them all paft injuries. But as they ftill pretended, 
notwithftanding their lawlefs conduct, a great anxiety for the maintenance of law 5 
and required the eftablifhment of their former ordinances as a neceflary fecurity 
for that purpofe; Edward told them, that he was willing to grant them a free 
and legal confirmation of fuch of thefe ordinances as were not entirely deroga- 


/ 


*Walfin. p. 101. 4 Rymer, vol. 2. p. 324. t T. de la More, p. 593. § Dudg. 
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tory to the prerogatives of the:crown. This anfwer:was received for the prefent Chap. XIV. 
as fatisfactory. ' The King’s perfon, after the death of Gavafton, was now become =_-‘*32!- 
lefs obnoxious to the public; and as ithe ordinances,iinfifted on,.appeared to be 

nearly the fame with thole, who: had been formerly extorted from Henry III. by 
Mountfort, and.which had been’ attended with fo many fatal confequences, they 

were, on that account, demanded with lefs vehemence by the nobility and people. 

The minds of all-men. feemed to be much appeafed, towards each other: The 
animofities of faction no; longer prevailed.;. And England, now united under its 

head, would henceforth be able, it was hoped, to take vengeance on all its ene- 

mies ; particularly on the Scots; whofe progrefs was the object of general refent- 

ment and indignation. 


IMMEDIATELY after Edward’s retreat ‘from Scotland, Robert Bruce left his War with 
Faftnefles, -in which he intended to have fheltered his feeble force; and fwpplying —— 
his defect of power by fuperior vigour and abilities, he made*deep impreffions on 
all his enemies, foreign and domeftic. He chaced the lord Argyle and the chief- 
tain of the Macdonalds from their hills, and made himfelf entirely mafter of the 
high country: He-thence invaded with fuccefs the Cummins in the low countries 
of the north: He took the caftles of Invernefs, Forfar, and Brechin : He gained 
daily fome.new accefiion of territory ; and what was a more important acquilt- 
tion, he daily reconciled the minds of the nobility. to-his dominion, and enlifted 
under his ftandard every :bold leader, whom he enriched by the f{poils of his ene- 
mies. Sir James Douglas, in whom commenced the greatnefs and renown of 
that warlike family, feconded him in all his enterprizes : Edward: Bruce, Robext’s 
own brother, diftinguifhed: himfelf by ‘actions of valour.:; And the terror of the 
Englith power being now abated by the feeble conduct of the. King, even the 
Jeaft fanguine of the Scots began to entertain hopes of recovering their indepen- 
dancy; and the whole kingdom, except a few {trong fortreffes, which he had not 
the means.to attack, had acknowleged the authority of Robert. 


In this fituation, Edward found it neceffary to’ grant a truce to Scotland; and 
Robert fuccefsfully employed this intervaliin confolidating his power, and intro- 
ducing order into the civil government, disjointed by fuch a long continuance of 
war and factions, © The interval was very fhort : The truce, ill obferved on both 
fides, was at laft openly violated; and war recommenced with greater fury than 
ever. Robert, not contented with defending himfelf, made fuccefsful inroads 
into England, fubfifted his needy followers: by the plunder of that country, and 
taught them to defpife the military genius of a nation, who had long been the ob- 
jet of their terror. Edward at laff, rouzed from his lethargy, conducted an army 


into Scotland ; and Robert, determined not to rifque too much againft an enemy 
fe 
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’, fo much fuperior, retired again into his mountains. The King advanced beyond 


Edinburgh ; but being deftituce of provifions, and being ill fupported by the Ens 
clith nobility, who were then employed in framing their ordinances, he was 
foon obliged to return home, without gaining any advantage over: the enemy, 
But thesappearing union of all the parties in England, after the death of Gavafton, 
feemed to reftore that kingdom to its native force, opened again the: profpect of 
fubjecting Scotland, and promifed.a happy conclufion to a war, in which both the 
interefts and paffions of the nation were fo deeply concerned.» 


Epwarp affembled forces from all quarters, with a view of finifhing by one 
blow this important enterprize. He fummoned the moft warlike of his vaffals 
from. Gafcony: He inlifted troops from Flanders and other foreign countries: He 
invited over great numbers of the diforderly Irifh.as to a certain prey: He join- 
ed to them a body of the Welfh, who were actuated by like motives: And af- 
fembling the whole military force of England, he marched to the frontiers with 
an army which according to the Scots writers amounted to an hundred thoufand 


‘men, but which was probably much inferior to that number *, 


Tue army, colleéted by Robert, exceeded not thirty-thoufand combatants; but | 


‘being compofed of men, who had diftinguifhed themfelves by many atts of va-— 


lour, who were rendered defperate by their fituation, and who were enured to all 
the varieties of fortune, they might juftly, under fuch a leader, be deemed for- 
midable to the moft numerous and beft appointed armies. The caftle of Stir- 


ling, which, with Berwic, was the only fortrefs of Scotland, that remained in the 
hands of the Englith, had been long befieged by Edward Bruce ; and Philip 


de Mowbray, the governor, after an obftinate defence, was at laft obliged to ca- 


pitulate, and to promife that if, before a certain day, which was now approach- 
‘ing, he was not relieved, he fhould open his gates to the enemy. Robert 
therefore, fenfible; that here was the ground on which he muft expect the En- 


elith, chofe the field of battle with all the fkill and prudence imaginable, and 
made theneceffary preparations for their reception.. He pofted himfelf at Bannock- 
burn, about two miles from Stirling: where he had a hill on his right flank, and 
a morafs on his left:. And not content with having taken thefe precautions to 
prevent his being furrounded by the more numerous army of the Englith; he 
forfaw the fuperior ftreneth of the enemy in cavalry, and made provifions againft 
it. Having a rivulet in front,/he commanded deep pits to be dug along its 


* We find in Rymer, vol, 3. Pp. 481. a lift of all the infantry afflembled from all parts of England.and 
Wales; and they are only 21540. It is not likely therefore that the whole army could be near fo nu- 
merous as is reported. + Rymer, vol. 3. p. 481. : 
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banks, and fharp ftakes to be planted in them, and he ordered the whole to be 
carefully covered over with turf *. The Englifh arrived in fight on the even- 
ing, and a bloody conflict immediately enfued between two bodies of cavalry ; 
ihre Robert, who was.at the head of the Scots, engaged in fingle combat with 

Henry de Bohun,. a gentleman of the family of. Hereford ; and at one ftroke cleft 

his adverfary to the chin with a battle ax, in fight of the two armies, The En- 
glith horfe fled with precipitation to their main . body. 

Tue Scots, encouraged by this favourable event, and glorying in the valour 
of their prince, prognofticated a happy iffue to the combat on the enfuing day : 
The Englith, confident in their numbers, and elated with paft fuccefles, longed 
for an opportunity of revenge: And the night, tho’ extremely fhort in that fea- 
fon and in that:climate, appeared tedious to the impatience of the feveral comba- 
tants. Early in the morning, Edward drew out his army, and advanced towards 
the Scots. The earl of Glocefter, his nephew, who commanded the left wing of 
cavalry, impelled by the ardour of youth, rufhed on to the attack without pre- 
eaution, and fellsamong the covered: pits, which had been prepared by Bruce for 
the reception of the enemy, This body of horfe was difordered: Glocefter him- 
felf was overthrown and flain: Sir James Douglas, who commanded the Scottith 
cavalry, gave the enemy no leifure to rally, but pufhed them off the field with 


confiderable lofs, and purived them. in fight of their whole line of infant: rye. 


Whilt the Englifh army were alarmed with this unfortunate beginning of the ac- 
tion, which commonly proves decifive, they obferved an army on the heights to- 
wards their left, which feemed to be marching leifurely in’ order to furround 
them; and they were diftracted by their multiplied fears. This was a number 
of waggoners and fumpter boys, whom Robert had collected together; and hav- 


ing fupplied them with military ftandards, gave them the appearance at a dif- 


tance of a formidable army. ‘The ftratagem took effect: A panic feized the 
Englith : They threw down their arms and fled: They were purfued with great 
‘flaughter, for the fpace of eighty miles, till they reached Berwic: And the 
Scots, befides an ineltimable booty, took many. perfons of quality prifoners, and 
above 400 gentlemen, whom Robert treated with great humanity t, and whofe 
ranfom was a new acceffion of wealth to the victorious army. The King him- 
felf very narrowly efcaped by taking fhelter in Dunbar, whofe gates were opened 
to him by the earl of March; and he thence paffed by fea to Berwic. 

Sucn was the great and decifive battle of Bannockburn, which fecured the 
independancy of Scotland, fixed Bruce on the throne of that kingdom, and may. 


Chap. XIV, 
1314. 


Battle of Ban. 


nockburn. 


25th June, 


be deemed. the createft overtuns: which the Englifh. monarchy,. fince the con-. 
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Chap. XIV. queft, has ever received. The number: of flain on thefe occafions are always 


1314. 


uncertain, and are commonly much mégnified by the victors : But this defeat 
made a deep impreflion on the minds of the Englifh; and it was remarked, that, 
for fome years, no fuperiority of numbers.could encourage them to keep the field 
again{t the Scots * Robert, to make alvantage of his prefent fuccefs, broke in- 
to England, and ravaged all the northern counties without oppofition : He be- 
fieged Carlifle, tho’ that place was favel by the valour of Sir Andrew Harcla, 
the governor ; Fle was more fuccefsful againft Berwic, which he took by affault +: 
And Robert, elated by his continued profperity, entertained hopes of making the 
moft important conquefts on the Englih. He fent over his brother Edward, 
with an army of 6000 men, into Ireland; and that nobleman affumed the title of 
King of Ireland {: He followed foon wfter himfelf with more numerous forces: 


‘ 


Che horrible and abfurd oppreffions, vhich the Irifh fuffered under the Englifh— 


government, made them, at firft, fly to the ftandard of the Scots, whom they 
regarded as their deliverers : But a grievous famine, which at that time laid de- 
folate both Ireland and Britain, reduced the Scottifh army to the greateft extre- 


mities ; and Robert was obliged to return, with his forces much diminifhed, in-. 


to his own country. His brother, after having experienced a variety of fortune, 
was defeated and flain near Dundalk by the Englifh, commanded by lord Ber- 
mingham §: And thefe projects, too extenfive for the force of the Scottifh nation, 
thus vanifhed into fmoke. | 

Tue King, befides fuffering thofe cifafters from the invafion of the Scots and 
the infurrection of the Irifh, was alfo infefted with a rebellion in Wales ||; and 
above all by the factions of his own nobility, who took advantage of the public 
calamities, infulted his fallen fortunes, and endeavoured to eftablifh their own 
independance on the ruins of the throre. Lancafter and the barons of his party» 
who had declined attending “Edward on his Scottifh expedition, no fooner faw 


him return with difgrace, than they nfifted on the renewal of their ordinances, 


which they {till pretended to have vaidity ; and the King’s unhappy condition 
obliged him to fubmit to their demancs. Lhe miniftry was new modeled by the 
dire€tion of Lancafter.: That noblenan was placed at the head of the council; 
It was-declared, that all the offices fhould be filled, from time to time, by the 
votes of patliament, or rather, by the will! of the great barons * : And. the na- 
tion, under this new model of goverrment, endeavoured to put itfelf in a better 


* Walling. p. 106. + T. de la More. p.594- _Murimuth, p. 53- ¢ Trevet, 
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pofture of defence againft the Scots. But the factious nobles were far from be- Chap. XIV. 
ing terrified with the progrefs of thefe public enemies: On the contrary, they 1315: 
founded the hopes of their own future grandeur on the weaknefs and diftrefles 

of the crown: Lancafter himfelf was fifpected, with great appearance of reafon, 

of holding a fecret correfpondence with the King of Scots: And tho’ he was 

himfelf entrufted with the command of the Englifh armies, he took care that eve- 

ry enterprize fhould be difappointed, and every plan of operations prove unfuc- 


cefsful. 

Axt the European kingdoms, efpeciilly that of England, were at this time 
totally unacquainted with the office of a prime minifter, fo well underftood at 
prefent in all regular monarchies ; and the people could form no conception of 
a man, who, tho” ftill in the rank of a fbject, poffeffed all the power of a fove- 
reion, eafed the prince of the burthen df affairs, fupplied his want of experience 
or capacity, and maintained all the riglts of the crown, without degrading the 
ereateft nobles by their fubmiffion to his temporary authority. Edward was 
plainly by nature unfit to hold himfelf the reins of government: He had no 
‘vices but was unhappy in a total incapacity for ferious bufinefs: He was fenfi- 
ble of his own defeéts, and neceffarily fought to be governed: Yet every favour- 
ite, whom he fucceflively chofe, was rezarded as a fellow fubject, exalted above 
his rank and ftation : He was the obje€ of envy to the great nobility : His cha- 
raéter and conduct were decryed with tle people: His authority over the king 
and kingdom was confidered as an ufurfation: and unlefs the prince had embrac- 
ed the dangerous expedient, of devolvirg his power on the earl of Lancafter or 
fome mighty barons, whofe family inteieft was fo extenfive as to be able alone to 
maintain his influence, he could expeét 10 péace nor tranquillity upon the throne. 

Tue King’s chief favourite, after the death of Gavafton, was Hugh le D’ef- Hugh leper. 
penfer or Spenfer, a young man of Englifh birth, of high rank, and of a noble Penter. 
family *. He pofteffed all the exterior accomplifhments of perfon and addrefs, 
which were fitted to engage the weak nind of Edward ; but was devoid of that 
moderation and prudence, which might have qualified him to mitigate the envy 
of the great, and conduét him thro’ all the perils of that dangerous {tation, to 
which he was advanced. His father, vho was of the fame name, and who, by 
means of his fon, had alfo attained grea: influence over the King, was a noble- 
man venerable from his years, refpectel thro’ all his paft lite for wifdom, va- 
lour, and integrity, and well fitted by his talents and experience, could affairs 
have admitted’ of any temperament, to lave fupplied the defects both of the King 
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Chap. X'V. and of his minion*, But no fooner was Edward’s attachment declared for young 

#3'5* — Spenfer, than the turbulent Lancafter, and moft of the great barons, regarded him 

as their rival, made him the objet of their animofity, and formed violent plans 

for his ruint. They firft declared their difcontent by withdrawing from parlia- 

: ment , and it was not long ere they found a pretence for proceeding to greater 
extremities agaift him. 


bess. Tue King, who fet no limits to his bounty towards his minions,, had married 
Civil commo- the younger Spenfer to his niece, one of the co-heirs of the earl of Glocefter, flain 
a at Bannockburn ; and the favourite, by his fucceffion to that opulent family, 
had inherited great poffeffions in the marches of Wales, and being defirous of 
extending ftill farther his influence in thofe quarters, he is accufed of having 
committed injuftice towards the barons of Audley and D’ammori, who had alfo 

married two fitters of the fame family. There was likewile a baron in that 
neighbourhood, called William de Braoufe, lord of Gower, who had made a fet~ 

tlement of his eftate on John de Mowbray, his fon in law; and in cafe of fai- 

lure of that nobleman and his iffue, had fubftituted the earl of Hereford, in the 

fucceffion to the barony of Gower. Mowbray, on the deceafe of his father in 


law, entered immediately into pofleffion of the eftate, without the formality of 


taking livery and feizin from the crown ; and Spenfer, who coveted that barony, 
perfuaded the King to put in execution the rigor of the feudal law, to feize Gower 
as efcheated to the crown, and to confer it upon him§. This tranfaction, which 
was the proper fubject of a law-fuit, immediately excited a civil war in the king- 
dom. The earls of Lancafter and Hereford flew to arms: Audley and D’am- 


mori joined them with all their forces : The two Rogers de Mortimer and Roger 


de Clifford, with many others, difgufted for private reafons with the Spenfers, 
brought. a confiderable acceffion to the party : And their army being now formi- 
dable, they fent a meflage to the King, requiring him immediately to difmifs or 
confine the younger Spenfer; and menacing him, in cafe of refufal, with renounc- 


~ a . ¢ . e » . 
ing their homage and allegiance to him, and taking revenge on that minifter by 


their own authority. They fcarce waited for an anfwer; but immediately fell 
upon the Jands of young Spenfer, which they pillaged and deftroyed ; murdered 
his fervants, drove off his cattle, and burned his houfes|. They proceeded thence 
to commit like devaftations on the eftates of Spenfer, the father, whofe character 
hitherto they had feemed to refpect. And having drawn and fisned a formal 
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affociation among themfelves *, they marched up to London with all their forces, Chap. XIV. 


{tationed themfelves in the neighbourhood of that city, and demanded of the 
King the banifhment of both the Spenfers. Thefe noblemen were then abfent 3 
the father abroad ; the fon at fea; and both of them employed in different com- 
miffions: The King, therefore replied, that his coronation oath, by which he 
was bound to obferve the laws, reftrained him from giving his aflent to fo ille- 


gal a demand, or condemning noblemen who were accufed of no crime, sor had 


any opportunity afforded them of making anfwer +. Equity and reafon were but 
a feeble oppofition to men, who had arms in their hands, and who, being alrea- 
dy involved in guilt, faw no fafety but in fuccefs and victory. ‘They entered 
London with their troops; and giving in to the parliaments which was then {fit- 
ting, a charge againft the Spenfers, of which they attempted not to prove one 
article, they procured, by menacesand violence, a fentence of perpetual exile and 
forfeiture againft thefe minifters{. This fentence was voted by the lay. barons 
alone : For the commons, tho’ now an eftate in parliament, were yet of {fo little 
confideration, that their affent was never demanded ; and even the voice of the 
prelates was neglected amidft the prefent diforders. The only fymptom, which 
thefe turbulent barons gave of their regard to law, was their requiring from the 
King an indemnity for their illegal proceedings §; after which, they difbanded 
their army, and feparated, in fecurity, as they imagined, to their feveral caftles. 
Tats act of violence, in which the King was obliged to acquiefce, rendered 
his perfon and his authority fo contemptible, that every one thought himfelf en- 
titled to treat him with negle&t. The queen, having occafion foon after-to pafs 
by the caftle of Leeds in Kent, which belonged to the lord Badlefmere, defired a 
night’s lodging ; but was refufed admittance, and fome of her attendants, who 
prefented themfelves at the gate, were killed |. The infult and brutality towards 
this princefs, who had. always endeavoured to live on good terms with the ba- 
rons, and who joined them heartily in their hatred of the younger Spenfer, was 
an action which no body pretended to vindicate ; and the King thought, that he 
might, without giving general umbrage, affemble an army, and take vengeance 
on the offender, No one came to the affiftance of Badlefmere; and Edward 
prevailed |: But having now fome forces on foot, and having concerted mea- 
{ures with his friends throughout England, he ventured to take off the mafk, to 
attack all his enemies, and to recal the two Spenfers, whofe fentence he declared 
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illegal, unjuft, contrary to the tenor of the great charter, paffed without the af- 
fent of the prelates, and extorted by violence from him and the eftate of barons *. 
Still the commons were not mentioned by either party. 


Tur King had now got the ftart of his adverfaries; an advantage, which, in 


thofe times, was commonly decifive: And haftened with his army to the marches 
of Wales, the chief feat of the enemies power, whom he found totally unpre- 
pared for refiftance. Many of the barons in thofe parts endeavoured to appeafe 


him by fubmiffion+: Their caftles were feized, and their perfons committed to. 


cuftody. But Lancafter, in order to prevent the total ruin of his party, fum- 
moned together all his vaffals and retainers ; declared his alliance with Scotland). 
which had long been fufpected ; received the promife of a reinforcement from 
that country under the command of Randolf, earl of Murray, and Sir James 
Douglas ¢ ; and being joined by the earl of Hereford, advanced with all his for- 
ces againft the King, who had colleéted an army of 30,000 men, and was fupe- 
rior to his enemies. Lancafter pofted himfelf at Burton upon Trent, and endea- 
voured to defend the paflages of the river §: But being difappointed in that plan. 
of operations; this nobleman, who had no military genius, and whofe perfonal 


courage was even fafpeéted, fled with his army to the north, in expectation of. 
being there joined by his Scottifh allies #, He was purfued by the King; and 
his afmy diminithed daily; wll he came to Boroughbridge, where he found Sir’ 


Andtew Harcla pofted with fome forces on the oppofite fide of the river,. and’ 
ready to difpute the paffage with him. He was repulfed in an attempt which he 
made to force his way ; the earl of Hereford was killed ; the whole army of the: 


rebels was difconcerted; Laneafter himfelf was become incapable of taking any 


meafures either for flight or defence; and he was feized without refiftance by: 
Harcla, and conduéted to the King +. In thofe violent times, the laws were fo: 
much neglected on both fides, that, even where they might, without any fenfible: 
inconvenience, have been obferved, the conquerors deemed it unneceflary to pay 
any regard to them. Lancafter, who was guilty of open rebellion, and was taken in: 
arms againft his fovereign, inftead of being tried by the laws of his country,. 


which pronounced the fentence of death againft him, was condemned by a court- 


martial *, and led to execution. Edward, however little vindictive in his natu- 
ral temper, here indulged his revenge, and practifed againft the prifoner the fame 


indignities, which had been exercifed by his orders againft Gavafton. He was: 
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eloathed in a mean attire, placed on a Jean jade without a bridle, a hood was put 
on his head, and in this pofture, attended by the acclamations of the people, this 
prince was conducted to an eminence near Pomfret, one of his own caftles, and 
there beheaded *. 


Tuus perifhed Tomas earl of Lancafter, the firft prince of the blood, and 
one of the moft potent barons who had ever been in England. His public con- 
duct fufficiently difcovers the violence and turbulency of his character: His pri- 
vate deportment appears not to have been more innocent T: And his hypoeritical 
devotion, by which he gained the favour of the monks and populace, will rather 
be regarded as an aggravation than an alleviation of his guilt {. Badlefmere, 


Giffard, Barret, Cheyney, Fleming, and about eighteen of the moft notorious: 


offenders, were afterwards condemned by a legal trialand were executed §. Many 
were thrown into prifon: Others made their efcape beyond fea: Some of the 
King’s fervants were rewarded from the forfeitures : Harcla received for his fer- 
vices the earldom of Carlifle {|, and a large eftate, which he foon after forfeited 
with his life, for a treafonable correfpondence with the King of Scotland. But 
the greateft part of all thofe vaft efcheats was feized by young Spenfer, whofe ra- 
pacity was infatiable *. Many of the barons of the King’s party were difgufted 
with this partial divifion of the fpoils: The envy againft Spenfer rofe higher 
than ever: The ufual infolence of his temper, raifed by fuccefs, impelled him to 
commit many acts of violence +. The people, who always hated him, made 
him ftill more the object of their averfion: All the relations of the attainted ba- 
rons and gentlemen fecretly vowed revenge: And tho’ tranquility was in appear- 
ance reftored to the kingdom, the general contempt of the King and odium 


againft Spenfer, bred dangerous humours, the fource of future revolutions and: 


convulfions. 


In this fituation no fuccefs could be expected from foreign wars ;.and Edward; 
after making one more fruitlefs attempt againft Scotland, whence he retreated 
with difhonour, found it neceffary to terminate hoftilities with: that kingdom, . by 
a truce of thirteen years [: Robert, tho’ his title tothe crown was: not acknow- 
ledged in the treaty, was fatisfied with enfuring his poffeffion of it during fo long 
atime. He had repelled with gallantry all the attacks of England: He had 
fuccefsfully carried war both into that kingdom and into Ireland: He had reject- 
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ed with difdain the Pope’s authority, who pretended to impofe his commands up- 
on him, and oblige him to make peace with his enemies :. His throne was firmly 
eftablifhed, as well in the affections of his fubjedts, as by force of arms: Yet there 
naturally remained fome inquietude in his mind, while at war with a ftate, which, 
however at prefent difordered by faction, was of itfelf fo much an over-match 
for him both in riches and in numbers of people. And this truce was, at the 
fame time, the more convenient for England ; becaufe the nation was in that 
juncture threatened with hoftilities from France. / 


Purp the Fair, King of France, who died in 1315, had left the crown to 
his fon Lewis Hutin, who, after a fhort reign, dying without male iffue, was fuc- 
ceeded by Philip the Long, his brother, whofe death foon after made way for 
Charles the Fair, the youngeft brother of that family. This monarch had fome 
reafons of complaint againft the King’s minifters in Guienne; and as there was 
no common nor equitable judge in that ftrange fpecies of fovereignty, eftablifhed 
by the feudal law, he feemed defirous to take advantage of Edward’s weaknefs, 
and under that pretence, to confifcate all his foreign dominions +. After anem- 
bafly by the earl of Kent, the King’s brother, had been tried in. vain, Queen 
Ifabella obtained permiffion to go over to Paris, and endeavour to adjuft, in an 
amicable manner, the difference with her brother ¢: But while fhe was making 
fome progrefs in this negotiation, Charles ftarted a new pretenfion, the juftice of 
which could not be difputed, that Edward himfelf fhould appear in his court, 
and do the homage of a vaffal for the fees which he held in Frahce §. Bat there 


occurred many difficulties in complying with this demand. Young Spenfer, by 


whom the King was implicitly governed, had unavoidably been engaged in ma- 
ny quarrels with the Queen, who afpired to the fame authority ; and tho’ that 
artful princefs, on her leaving England, had difflembled her animofity ||, Spenfer, 
well acquainted with her fecret fentiments, was unwilling to attend his mafter to 
Paris, and appear in a court, where her credit might expofe him to infults, if not to 
danger. He hefitated no lefs on allowing the King to make the journey alone; 
both fearing, left that eafy prince fhould in his abfence fall under fome other in- 
fluence, and forefeeing the perils, to which he himfelf fhould be expofed, if, with- 
out the protection of the royal authority, he remained in England; where he was 
fo generally hated. While thefe doubts bred delays and difficulties, Ifabella pro- 
pofed, that Edward fhould refign the dominion of Guienne to his fon, now thir- 
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teen years of age; and that the prince fhould came to Paris, and dothe homage Chap. XIV, 
which every vailal owed to his fuperior lord *, This expedient, which feemed fo. 1324" 
happily to remove all difficulties, was immediately complied with : Spenfer was 
charmed with the contrivance: Young Edward was fent to Paris: And the ruin, 


covered under this fatal fnare, was never perceived, nor fufpected by any of the 
Englith council, 

Tue Queen, on her arrival in France, had found there a great number of 
Englifh fugitives, the remains of the Lancaftrian faction; and their common 
hatred of Spenfer, foon bred a fecret friendfhip and correfpondence between them 
and that princefs. Among the reft was young Roger Mortimer, a potent baron 
in the Welfh marches, who had been obliged, with others, to make his fubmifjon 
to the King, had been condemned for high treafon; but having received a pardon 
for his life, was afterwards detained in the Tower, with an intention of rendering 
his imprifonment perpetual. Fle was fo fortunate as to make his efcape into 
France +; and being one of the moft confiderable perfons now remaining of thc 
party, as well as diftinguifhed by his violent animofity againft Spenfer, he was 
eafily admitted to pay his court to Queen Ifabella. The graces of his perfon and 
addrefs advanced him quickly in her affections: He became her confident and 
counfellor in all her meafures: And gaining daily ground upon her heart, he en- 
gaged her to facrifice at laft, to her paffion, all the fentiments of honour and of f- 
delity to her hufband ~. Hating now the man, whom the had injured, and whom Confpiracy = 
fhe never valued, ‘fhe entered cordially into all Mortimer’s con{piracies; and hav- gaintt the 
ing artfully got into her’ hands the young prince, and heir of the monarchy, fhe pe: 
refolved on the utter ruin of the King, as well as of his favourite. She en- 
gaoed her brother to enter into this criminal purpofe: Her court was daily full of 
the exiled barons: Mortimer lived in the moft declared intimacy with her: A 
correfpondence was fecretly carried on with the malecontent party in England : 
And when Edward, informed of thefe alarming circumftances, required her {pee- 
dily to return with the prince, the publicly replied, that fhe never would fet foot 
in the kingdom, till Spenfer was forever removed from his prefence and councils : 
A. declaration, which procured her great popularity in England, and threw a de- 
cent veil on all her treafonable enterprizes. 

Epwarb endeavoured to put himfelf in a pofture of defence §; but, befides 
the difficulties arifing from his own indolence and flender abilities, and the want 
of authority, which of confequence attended all his refolutions, it was not eafy 
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Chap. XIV. for him, in the prefent ftate of the kingdom and revenue, to maintain a conftant 

1325+ force, ready to repell an invafion, which he knew not at what time or place he 

had reafon to expect. All his efforts were unequal to the traiterous and hoftile 

Infurrection. conf{piracies, which both at home and abroad were forming againft his authority, 

and which were daily penetrating farther even into his own family. His brother, 

the earl of Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, who was then at Paris, was unwa- 

rily engaged by his fifter-in- law, and by thé King of France, who was alfo his 

coufin german, to give countenance to the invafion, whofe fole object, he believed, 

was the expulfion of the Spenfers: He prevailed on his elder brother the earl of 

Norfolk, to enter fecretly into the fame defign : The brother and heir of the earl 

of Lancafter had too many reafons for his hatred of thefe minifters, to refufe his 

concurrence. Walter de Reynel, archbifhop of Canterbury, and many of the 

prelates expreffed their approbation of the Queen’s meafures : Several of the moft 

potent barons, envying the exorbitant authority of the favourite, were ready tofly 

to arms: The minds of the people, by means fome truths and many caluminies, 

were ftrongly difpofed to the fame party: And there needed but the appearance 

of the Queen and Prince, with fuch a body of foreign troops, as might be fuf- 

ficient-to give her protection againft immediate violence, to turn all this t se ft, 
fo artfully prepared, again{t the unhappy Edward. ae ee “ 


1326. Cuares, tho’ he gave countenance and affiftance to the fa@tion, was afhamed 
openly to. fupport the Queen and prince, again{ft the authority of a hufband and 
father ; and lfabella was obliged to court the alliance of fome other foreign 
potentate, from whofe dominions fhe might fet out on her intended enterprize. 
For this purpofe, fhe affianced young Edward, whofe tender age made him inca-_ 
pable to judge of the confequences, with Philippa, daughter of the count of 
Holland and Hainault.*; and having by the open affiftance of this prince, and 
the fecret protection of her brother, inlifted in her fervice near 3000 men at arms, 

sath Septem. fhe fetout from the harbour of Dort, and landed fafely, and without oppofition, 
on the coaft of Suffolk. The earl of Kent was in her company: Two other 
princes of tke blood, the earl of Norfolk, and the brother of the earl of Lan- © 
cafter, joined her foon after her landing with all their followers: Three prelates, 
the bifhops of Ely, Lincoln, and Hereford, brought her both the force of their 
vaftals and the authority of their character f: Even Robert de Watteville, who 
had been feit by the King to-oppofe her progrefs in Suffolk, deferted to her: with 
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all his forces: ‘Tio render her caufe more favourable, fhe renewed her decla- Chap. 


ration, that the fole purpofe of her enterprize was to free the king znd kingdom 
from the tyranny of the Spenfers, and of chancellor Baldoc, ther creature +. 
The populace were allured by her fpecious pretences: ‘The barons thought 
themfelves fecure againft forfeitures by the appearance of the prince of Wales 
in her army: And a weak irrefolute King, fupported by minifters gererally odious, 
was altogether unable to ftem this torrent, which bore with fuch irrefflible violence 
again{t him. 


Epwarp, after trying in vain to rouze the citizens of London to fome fenfe 


. of loyalty I, departed for the weft, where he hoped to meet with 1 better recep- 


tion; and he had no fooner difcovered his weaknefs by leaving thecity, than the 
rage of the populace broke out without controul againft him anc his minifters. 
They firft plundered and then murdered all thofe who were obnomous to them : 
They feized the bifhop of Exeter, a virtuous and loyal prelate, as he was pafling 
through the ftreets; and having beli@aded him, they threw his body into the 
river §. They made themfelves mafter of the Tower by furprize; and then en- 
tered into a formal affociation to put to death without mercy every. one who 
fhould dare to oppofe the enterprize of queen [fabella, and of the prince |. A 
like fpirit was foon communicated to all other parts of England ; and threw the 


few fervants of the King, who ftill entertained thoughts of perforrring their duty, 
into terror and aftonifhment. 


Epwarp’ was hotly purfued to Briftol by the earl of Kent, feonded by the 
foreign forces under John de Hainault. He found himfelf difappanted in his cx- 
pectations with regard to the loyalty of thofe parts ; and he paffedover to Wales, 
where he flattered himfelf his name was more popular, and which he hoped to 
find free from the contagion of general rage, which had feized the Engiith 4. 
“The elder Spenfer; lately created earl of Winchefter, was left governor of the 
caftle of Briftol ; but the garrifon mutinied againft him, and he wis delivered into 
the hands of his enemies. This venerable noble, who had nearly reached the nine- 
tieth year of his age, was inftantly, without a trial, or witnefs, cr accufation, or 
anfwer, condemned to death by the rebellious barons: He was tanged on-a gib- 
bet; his body was cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs * ; aid his head was 


fent to Winchefter, the place whofe title he bore, and was thee fet on.2 pore, 
and expofed to the infults of the populace, 


+ Ypod. Nenft. p. 508. { Walfin. p. 123. 
sog.. Murimuth, p. 66. | Walfing. p. 124. 
Coll. vol. 1. p. 673. 


§ Walfing. p. 124. T. de la More, p. 
4+ Murimuth, p. @. - * Leland’s 
T. dela More, p. 599. Walfing. p, 125. 
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Chap. XIV. Tue King, difappointed anew in his expectations of fuccours fromthe Welfh, ~~ 
1326. took fhipping for Ireland ; but being drove back by contyary winds, he endea- . 
youred to conceal himfelf in the mountains of Wales: He was foon difcovered, 
was put under the cuftody of the earl of Lancafter, and was confined in the 
caftle of Kenilworth. “The younger Spenfer, his favourite, who alfo fell into the i 
hands of his enemies, was executed, like his father, without any appearance of 
a legal trial-+: The earl of Arundel, almoft the only man of his rank in Eng 
land, who had maintained his loyalty, was alfo, without any trial, put to death “ae 
at the inftigation.of Mortimer: Baldoc, the chancellor, being a prieft, could not — 5 

with fafety be fo fuddenly difpatched ; but being {ent to the bifhop of Hereford’s . 

houfe in London, he was there, as his enemies probably forefaw, feized by the. 
populace, thrown into Newgate, and foon after expired, from the cruel ufage ‘ 
which he had received t. Even the ufual reverence, paid the facerdotal character, a 
cave way, with every other confideration, to the prefent rage of the people. i: 


. The King de-. THe queen, to avail herfelf of the prevailing delufion, fummoned, in the King’s 
throned. name, a parliament at Weftminfter, where, together with the power of her ar= 
my, and the authority of her partizans among the barons, who were concerned, 

1327. to fecure their paft treafons by committing new atts of violence agai 






vereign, fhe expected to be feconded by the fury of the populace, the moft dan- 

serous of all inftruments, and the leaft anfwerable for their excefles. A charge 
13th January. Was drawn up againit the King, in which, even tho’ it was framed by his invete- 
rate enemies, nothing but his narrow genius, or his misfortunes, were objected to 

him: For the greateft malice found no particular crime with which it could re= 

~ proach this unhappy prince. He was accufed of incapacity for go ernment, of oo 


wafting his time in idle amufements, of neglecting public bufinets, of being 
{wayed by evil counfellors, of having loft, by his mifconduct, the kingdom of | 
Scotland, and part of Guienne ; and to {well the charge, even the death of fome = ie 
barons, and the imprifonment of fome: prelates, convicted of treafon, were laid to ae 
his account §. It was in vain, amidft the violence of arms and tumult of the 
people, to appeal cither to law or reafon: The depofition of the King, without 
any appearing oppofition, was voted by parliament: The prince, already declared 
fot regent by his party *, was placed on the throne: And a deputation was fent:to c 
Edward at Kenilworth, to require his refignation, which menaces and terror foon 
extorted from him. | | 


+ Walfing. p. 125. Ypod. Neuft. p. 508. + Walfing. p. 126. Murimuth, p. 68. § Knygh- 
ton, p. 2765, 2766, Brady’s App. N°. 72. * Rymer, vol. 4. p. 137. Walfing. p, 125. 
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Bur it was impoffible, that the people, however corrupted by the barbarity of | Chap. XIV. 


the times, ftill farther enflamed by faction, could forever remain infenfible to the 
voice of nature. A wife, who had firft deferted, next’ invaded; and then de- 
throned her hufband: Who had made her infant:fon an inftrument in this unna- 
tural treatment of his father: Who had by lying:pretences feduced the nation 
into rebellion againft their fovereign: Who had pufhed them into violences and 
cruelties, that had difhonoured them: All thofe circumftances were fo odious in 
themfelves, and formed fuch a complicated fcene of guilt, that the leaft refle@tion 
fufficed to open’ mens eyes, and make them detett this flagrant infringement of 
every public and private duty. The fufpicions which foon arofe of Ifabella’s cri- 
minal commerce with Mortimer, the proofs which daily broke out of this part of 
her guilt, encreafed the general abhorrence againit her; and her impudent hypo- 
crify, in publicly bewailing with tears the King’s unhappy fate +, was not able 
to deceive even the moft ftupid and moft prejudiced of her adherents. In pro- 
portion as the Queen became the object of public hatred, the dethroned monarch, 
who had been the viétim of her crimes and her ambition, was regarded with pity, 
> with veneration; and men became fenfible, that all his mifcon- 

ahad fo much exaggerated, had been owing to the unavoidable 
ay voluntary depravity of his character. The new earl of 


& 


Lancafter, to whoié cuftody he had been committed, was foon touched with thefe 
generous fentiments ; and befides ufing his prifoner with gentlenefs and humanity, 
he was fufpected to have entertained {till more honourable intentions in his favour. 
The King, therefore, was taken out of his hands, and delivered over to the Jord 
Berkeley, and Mautravers, and Gournay, who were entrufted alternately, each for 
a month, with the charge of guarding him. While he was in Berkeley’s cuftody, 
he was ftill ufed with the gentlenefs due to his rank and his misfortunes ; but 
when Mautravers’ and Gournay’s turn came, every {pecies of indignity was prac- 
tifed againft him, as if their intention had been to break entirely the prince’s fpi- 
rit, and to employ his forrows and afflictions, inftead of more violent and more 
dangerous expedients, for the inftruments of his murder t. It is reported, that 
one day, when Edward was to be fhaved, they’ ordered cold and dirty water to be 
brought from the ditch for that purpofe; and when he defired it to be changed, 
and was ftill denied his requeft, he burft out into tears, which bedewed his cheeks ; 
and he exclaimed, that, in fpite of their infolence, he fhould be thaved with 
clean and warm water *, But as this means for laying Edward in his grave ap- 
peared {till too flow to the impatient Mortimer, he fecretly fent orders to. the 








_ + Walfing. p. 126. t Anonymi Hift. p. 338, * T, de la More, p. 602. 
| U 2 two 


1327, 








+ : ‘ o— 
’ sail 


148 HISTORY of ENGEAND. 





~~ 


Chap. XIV. two keepers, who were at his devotion, inftantly to difpatch him; and thefe 
1327  guffians contrived to make the manner of his death as cruel atid barbarous as pof- 

2ift Septr. fible. Taking advantage of Berkeley’s ficknefs, in whofe cuftody he then was, 

and who was thereby incapacitated from attending his charge +; they came to Ber- - 

keley-caftle, and put themfelves in poffeffion of the King’s perfon. They threw 
The King him on the bed; held him down violently with a table, which they flung over 
murdered, + 5 thurft into his fundament a red hot iron, which they inferted thro’ a/horns 
and tho’ the outward marks of violence upon his perfon were prevented by 

this expedient, the horrid deed was difcovered to all the guards and attendants : 

by the fereams, with which the agonizing King filled the caftle, while his bowe i 

els were confuming ¢. | | , 





Gournery and Mautravers were held in deteftation by all mankind ; and whem 
the enfuing revoliition in England threw their protectors from power, they found. — 
it neceflary to provide for their fafety by flying the kingdom. Gournay was af+ 
terwards feized at Marfeilles, delivered over to the Senefchal of Guienne, put on j 
board a fhip with a view of carrying him over to England; but was beheaded 7 
‘at fea, by fecret orders, as was. fuppofed, from fome nobles, and prelates in Eng- a 
land, anxious to prevent any difcovery, which he might make of his accompli- 
ces). Mautravers concealed himfelf for feveral years in Germany ;, but having 
found means of rendering fome fervice to Edward III. he ventured to approach — i! 
his perfon, threw himfelf on his knees before him, fubmitted to his mercy,, and 
feceiyed a pardon +. | 









4g charaéter.. Ir is not eafy to imagine a man more innocent and inoffenfive than the unhap- 
py King, whofe tragical death we have related; nor a prince lefs fitted for go- 
vefning that. fierce and turbulent people, fubjected to his authority... Ele: was 
obliged to devolve on others the weight of government, which he had neither 
ability ner inclination to bear: The fame indolence and want of penetration led. 
him, to make choice. of minifters and favourites, who were not always the beft qua- 
~ Yified for the.truft committed, to them : The feditious grandees, pleafed with his 
weaknefs, yet, complaining of it, under pretence of attacking his minifters, infult- 
ed his perfon, and invaded his authority +7 And the impatient. populace; ignorant 
of the fource of their grievances, threw all the blame upon the King, anden- 
creafed the public diforders by their. faction and violence: It was in vain to look. 


; Lea $2 ft. ; pe Fliib iY : 
E + Cotton’s Ebtid. p. 8...  ‘t Walfing, p..127.. Ypod. Neuft. p. 509: Hemming. p: 268. 
: T. de la More, p. 603.” 
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for protection from the laws, whofe voice, always feeble in thofe times, was not Chap. XIV. 
heard amidft the din ‘of arms: What could not defend the King was lefs able to = *3*/° 
give fhelter to.any of the people: The whole machine of government was torne 

| in.pieces with fury and violence: And men, inftead of complaining againft the 

d manners. of their age, and the form of their conftitution, which required the moft 

> fteady, and moft. fkilful hand to conduct them, imputed all errors to the perfon, 

who. had the misfortune to be entrufted with the reins of empire. 


But tho’ fuch miftakes be natural and unavoidable while the events are recent, it 
Gs a fhameful delufion in modern hiftorians, to imagine, that all the antient princes, 
who were unfortunate in their government, were alfo tyrannical in their conduct, 
and that the feditions of the people proceeded always from fome invafion of their 
liberties and privileges by the monarch. Evena great anda good King was not 
in that age fecure againft faction and rebellion, as appears in the cafe of Henry 
If. but a great King had the beft chance, as we learn from the hiftory of the fame 
period, for quelling and fubduing them. Compare the reigns and characters of 
Edward I; and Il, The father made feveral violent attempts again{t the liber- 
ties of the people: His barons oppofed him : He was obliged, at leaft found it 
prudent, to fubniit > But as they dreaded his valour and abilities, they were con- 
terited with reafonable fatisfaction, and pufhed no farther their advantages againft 
him: The facility and weaknefs of the fon, not his violence, threw every thing 
into confufion: The laws and government were overturned: An attempt to re- 
inftate them was an unpardonable crime: And no atonement, but the depofition 
and tragical death of the King himfelf, could give thefe baréhs contentment, It 
is eafy to fee, that a conftitution, which depended fo much on the perfonal cha- 
oracter of the fovereign, muft neceffarily, in many’of its parts, be a government of 
will, not of laws. But always. to throw,: without diftin&tion, the blame of alf 
diforders upon the prince, would introduce a fatal error in politics, and ferve as 
a perpetual apology for treafon and rebellion: As if the turbulency: of the creat, 
and»madnefs' of the people, were not, equally with the tyranny of princes, an evil 
incident to human fociety,' and no lefs carefully to° be guarded againitin every 
well regulated conftitution. ~ ity VqqEaad | tg svod 
Waite thefe abominable feeries paffed' in England, the theatre of France was)... 
ftained with a’ wickednefs equally barbarous, and {till more public-and déliberaté, tranaQions 
The order of knights templars had “arifen during the’ firtt fetvour of ‘the Croi- during this 
. ripest ae . se = Sere: | enc reign, 
fades 3 and’ uniting the two qualities-the moft popular in that ave, devotion and 
yalour, and exercifing both in the moft popular of all enterpsizes, the defence of 
the Holy Land, they had made rapid. advances: to icretlit and authority, and 
: of: peng at de ome had. 


d 











150 HIS TOR Y* of EING LAND. ‘ 


Chap, XIV. had acquired, ftom the piety of the faithful, very aniple poffeffions in every coun- 


132]: 


try of Europe; efpecially in France. ‘Their great. riches, joined to the courfe of 
time, had, by degrees, relaxed the feverity of thefe virtues 5’and the templars had 
in a great meafure loft that popularity, which firft raifed them to honour and 
-diftin@tion. Acquainted from’ experience with the fatigues and dangers of thofe 


fruitlefs expeditions to the Eaft,: they chofe rather to enjoy in eafe their opulent | 


revenues in Europe: And being all of them men of birth, educated, according 
to the cuftom of that age, without any tincture of letters, they fcorned the igno- 

ble occupations of a monattic life, and paffed their time wholly in the fafhionable 
amufements of hunting, gallantry, and the pleafures of the table. Their rival 
order, that of Sc. John of Jerufalem, whofe poverty had as yet preferved them 
from like corruptions, ftill diftinguifhed themfelves by their enterprizes againft 
the infidels, and fucceeded to all the popularity, which was loft by the indolence 
and luxury of the templars. * But tho’ thefe caufes had weakened the foundations 
of this order, once fo celebrated and revered, the immediate fource of their de- 
ftruétion proceeded from the cruel and vindiative fpirit of Philip the Fair, who 
having entertained a private difgufl againft fome eminent templars, determined 
to gratify at once his avidity and revenge, by involying the whole order in one 


_undiftinguifhed ruin. On no better information, than that of two knights, con- 


demned by their fuperiors to perpetual imprifonment. for their -vices.and 
profiigacy ; he ordered on one day all the templars of France to be committed 
to prifon, and imputed to them fuch enormous and abfurd crimes, as are fuffi- 
cient of themfelves to deftroy all the credit of the accufation. Befides their being 
univerfally charged with murder, robbery, and vices the moft fhocking to nature ; 
every one, it was pretended, whom they received into their order, was obliged to 
renounce our Saviour, to {pit upon the crofs *, and to join to this impiety the 
fuperftition of worfhiping a gilded-head, which was fecretly kept in one of their 
houfes at Marfeilles. They alfo initiated, it was faid, every candidate by fuch 
infamous rites, as could ferve to mo other purpofe, than to degrade the orderin 
his eyes, and deftroy for ever the authority of all. his fuperiors over him F. 
Above an hundred of thefe unhappy gentlemen were put to the queftion in order 
to extort from them a confeffion of their guilt: The more obftinate perifhed in 
the hands of their tormentors: Several, to procure themfelves immediate eafe in 
the violence of their agonies, acknowledged whatever was required of them: Forged 
confeffions were imputed to others t: And Philip, as if their guilt were HQW:i cer- 

* Rymer, vol. 3. p. 3% 10%. | 4 Tt was pretended, that he kiffed the knights who receiv- 


ed him on the: mouth, ‘navel and breech. mega p.15, 16. Walf. p. 99. tT Vertot, hift. 
de Chey. de Malte, yol. 2. p. 127, 130, &c. 
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tain, proceeded to a confifcation of all their treafures:. But. no fooner shad the 
templars recovered trom their tortures, than, preferring the moft. cruel execu- 
tion to a life with infamy, they difavowed their confeffions, exclaimed apain{t the 
forgeries, juftified the: innocence of their order, and appealed to. all the gallane 
actions, performed by them in antient or latter. times, as a full apology for their 
conduct. The barbarous tyrant, cnragech at. this: difappointment, and, thinking 
himlelf now engaged in honour to proceed -to extremities, ordered» fiftyofour of 
them, whom he branded as relapfed heretics, to perith by the punifhment of fire 
in his capital *; Great numbers expired after a like manner in other parts of 
the kingdom: And when he found, that. the perfeverance of thefe unhappy vic- 
tims, in juftifying to. the laft their innocence, had made deep impreffion on the 
{pectators, he endeavoured to overcome.the conftancy of the templars by new 
inhumanities. ‘Fhe grand mafter of the order John de Molay, and another great 
officer, brother to the fovereign of Dauphiné, were conduéed toa {caffold, 
erected before the church of Notredame, at Paris:. A full Pardon was offered 
them onthe one hand: The fire, deftinéd for their execution, was fhown to them 
on the other: Thefe gallant nobles {till perfifted in the proteftations of their own 
innocence and that of their order; and were ingtantly hurried into the flames by 
the executioner +. 

In all this barbarous injuftice, Clement V. who was the creature of Philip, 
and then refided in France, fully concurred ; and without examining a witnefs; or 
making any enquiry into. the truth: of facts, he fummarily, by the plenitude of 
his apottolic power, abolifhed the. whole order. .T he templars allover Europe 
were thrown into prifon; their condu@ underwent a ftriét fcrutiny ; the power of 
their enemies {till purfued- and opprefled them; but no where, except in’ France; 
were the fmalleft traces of their guilt pretended to be found. England fent back 
an ample teftimony of, their. picty and morals 5, but as the order was now annihj- 
lated, the knights were. diftributed into feveral convents, and their poffeffions 
were, by command of the Pope, transferred to the order of St. John t. We now 
proceed to relate fome.other detached tranfa@tions of the prefent period, 


Tue kingdom of England was afflicted with a grievous famine during feveral 
years of this reign. Perpetual rains and cold weather, not only deftroyed the 
harveft, but bred a mortality among the cattle; and raifed-every kind of food to 
an enormous price §." The! parliament; dn 1915,’ endeavoured to fix more mo- 
derate rates on commodities; not fenfible, that fuch an attem pt was impracticable, 
and that, were it poffible to reduce the price of food by any other expedient 


* Vertot, vol. 2. p. 132. T'revet, cont. p. 8. + Vertot, vol. 2. p- 142. t Rymer, 


vol. 3+ Ps 323, 956. vol. 4p. 47, Ypod, Neutt, p. 506, § Trevet, cont. p. 17, ‘18. ‘ : 
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chan introducing plenty, nothing could be more pernicious and deftruétive to the 
public. Where the produce of a year, for inftance, fi 


alls fo far fhort, as to af- 
ford ‘full fubfiftance only for nine months, the only expedient for making it laft 


the whole twelve, is to raife the prices, to put the people by that means on fhort 
allowance, and oblige them to fpare’ their food, till a more plentiful year. But 
in reality, the encreafe of prices is a neceflary confequence of fearcity ; and laws, 
snftead of preventing it, only encreafe the evil, by cramping andre 
merce. The parliament accordingly, in the enfuing year, 
which they had found ufelefs and burdenfome *. 


Tue prices affixed by the parliament are fomewhat remarkable: Two pounds 
eight fhillings.of our prefent money for the beft ox, not fed with corn: If fed 
with corn; three pounds twelve fhillings : A fat hog of two years old, ten fhillings: 
A fat weather unfhorn, a crown: If fhorn, three fhillings and fix pence : A fat 
goofe, feven pence halfpenny: A fat capon, fixpence: A fat hen, three pence : 
‘Two chickens, three pence :‘ Four pigeons, three pence: Two dozen of eggs, 
three pence J. if we confider thefe prices, we fhall find, that bute 


her’s meat, in 
thistime of great fcarcity, mutt {till have been fold by the parliamentary ordinance, 


three times:cheaper than our middling prices at prefent : Poultry fomewhat lower; — 
becaufe, being now confidered as a delicacy, it has rifen beyond its proportion: 
In the country places. of Ireland and Scotland, where delicacies bear no price, 
poultry is at prefent as cheap, if not cheaper, than butcher’s meat. But the inference” 
I would draw from the comparifon of prices is fill more confiderable:: 1 fuppofe 

that. the rates, afamed by parliament. were inferior to the ufual gmatket prices in 
thofe years of famine and mortality of cattle; and that thefe commodities, inftead 
of. a third, -had»really rifem toa half of the: prefent value) But the famine at 
that time was fo. confuming, chat wheat was fometimes fold for above four pounds 
ren fhillings a quarter +, ufually for three pounds § ;- that is, confiderably above 
ewice our middling prices. -A certain proof of the wretched ftate of ‘tillage in 
thofe-ages.” Welformerly found,’ that the middling price of corn in that period 
was a half ‘of the prefent ‘value while the middling: price of cattle was only aa 
eighth part: We here find the fame immentfe difproportion in years of fearcity. 
It may thence be snferred with certainty, that the raifing of corn was a fpecies of 
manufactory, which few, in that age could practife with, advantage : And. there 
js reafon.to,think, that. other manufactures more refined; were fold even beyond 


sheir prefent prices: At leaft there is a demonftration for it in the reign of Hen- 


{training com- 
repealed their ordinance, 


‘ Walt. p. 107. ge. + Rot. Parl, 7. ‘Raw. 11. n. 36, 36. Ypod. Nett. Pp: 502. x dea Murimuth, 
p- 48- or p. 108, fays it role to fix pounds. § Ypod, Neuft. p- 502, Trivet, 
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ry VIF. from the prices affixed to fcarlet and other broad cloaths by ac of par- Chap. XIV. 


liament. During all thofe times, it was ufual for the princes and great nobili- 
ty to make fettlements of their velvet beds and filken robes, in the fame man- 
ner as of their eftates and manors*. In the lift of jewels and plate, which had 
belonged to the oftentatious Gavafton, and which the King recovered from the 
earl of Lancafter after the murder of that favourite, we find fome embroidered 
girdles, flowered fhirts, and filk waiftcoats +. It was afterwards one article of 
accufation againft that potent and opulent earl, when tried for his life, that he 
had purloined fome of thefe effects of Gavafton. The ignorance of thofe ages in 
manufactures, and efpecially in tillage, is a clear proof that they were far from 
being populous. : 

Aut trade and manufactures indeed were then at a very low ebb. The only 
country in the northern parts of Europe, where they feem to have rifen to any 
tolerable degree of improvement, was Flanders, When Robert, earl of that coun- 


try, was applied to by Edward, and was defired to break off commerce with 


the Scots, whom Edward.called his rebels, and reprefented as excommunicated on 
that account by the church, the earl replied, that Flanders was always confidered 
as.common and free and open to all nations f. : 

Tue petition of the elder Spenfer to parliament, complaining of the devafta- 
tion committed on his lands by the barons, contains feveral particulars, which 
are curious, and difcover the manners of the age§.. He affirms, that they had 
ravaged fixty three manors belonging ‘to him, andhe makes his loffes amount to 
46,000 pounds ; that is, to 138,0Cc0 of our prefent money. Among other par: 


ticulars, he enumerates 28,000 fheep, 1000,oxen and heifers, 1200 cows with | 


their breed for two. years, 560 cart horfes, 2000 hogs, together with 600 ba 
cons, 80 carcaffes of beef, and 600,muttons in the larder; ten tuns, of cyder, 
arms for 200 men and other warlike engines and provifions. Ihe plain inferénce 
is, that the greateft part of Spenfer’s vaft eftate, as well as that of the other no- 
bility, was farmed by the landlord himfelf, managed by his {tewards or bailiffs, 
and cultivated by his villains. Little or none of it was let: on: leafe to hufband- 
men: Its produce was confumed in ruftic hofpitality by the baron or his offi- 
cers: A great number of idle retainers, ready for any diforder or mifchief, were 
maintained by him :. All who lived upon his~eftate were abfolutely at his difpo- 
fal: Inftead of applying to courts of juftice, he ufually fought redrefs by open 
force and violence: The great nobility. were a kind of independant potentates, 
who, if they fubmitted to any regulations at all, were lefs governed by ‘the mu 


* Dugdale, pa. m. + Rymer, vol. 2. p. 388. t Rymer, vol. 3.. p. 770- 
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Shap. *IV. nicipal law, than by a rude fpecies Of the laws of nations, The method in which 


a 4 
ie A. 
“ 


we find they treated the King’s favourites, and minifters, is a proof of their wfual 
way of dealing with each other. A party, which complains of the arbitrary con- 
dust of minifters, ought naturally to affect a oreat regard for the laws and con- 
tution, and maintain at leaft the appearance of juftice in their proceedings : 
Yet thefe barons, when difcontented, camé to parliament with an armed force, 
-ronftrained the King to afiént to their meafures, and without any trial or wit- 
ne(s or conviction, paffled, from the pretended notoriety of facts, an act of ba- 
nifhment or attainder againft the minifter, which, on the firft revolution of for- 
tune, was reverfed by like expédients. The parliament, during factious times, 
was nothing but the organ of prefent power. Tho’ the perfons of whom it was 
chiefly compoféd, feemed to enjoy great independance, they really pofiefied no 
true liberty ; and the fecurity of each individual among them, was not fo much 
derived from the general protection of law, as from his own private power and 
that of his confederates. The authority of the monarch, tho’ far from abfolute, 
was very irregular, and might often reach him: The current of a faction might. 
eafily overwhelm him: A hundred confiderations, of benefits and injuries, friend- 
thips and animofities, hopes and fears, were able to influence his conduct; and 
amidft thefe motives a regard to equity and law and juftice was commonly, in 
thofe rude ages, of little moment: Nor did any man entertain thoughts of op- 
pofing prefent power, who did not deem himfelf ftrong enough to difpute the 
field with it by force, and was not prepared to give battle to the fovereign of 
the ruling party. 

Berore I conclude this reign, I cannot forbear making another remark drawn 
from the detail of loffes given in by the elder Spenfer ; particularly the great 
quantity of falt meat which he had in his larder, 600 bacons, 80 carcafles of 
beef, 600 muttons. ‘We may obferve that the outrage, of which he complains, 
began after the third of May, as we learn from the fame paper. It is eafy there- 
fore to conjecture what a vaft ftore of the fame kind he muft have laid up at 
the beginning of winter; and we may draw a new conclufion with regard to the 
wretched ftate of the antient hufbandry, which could not provide any fubfiftance 
for the cattle during winter, even in fuch a temperate climate as the fouth of . 
England : For Spenfer had but one manor fo far north as Yorkfhire. T here 
being few or no enclofures, except perhaps for deer, no fown grafs, little hay, 
and no other refources for feeding cattle ; the barons, as well as the people, were 
obliged to kill and falt their oxen and fheep at the beginning of winter, before 
they became lean upon the common pafture : A precaution ftill practifed with re- 
gard to oxen in the leaft cultivated parts of this ifland. The falting of mutton 
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isa miferable expedient which has every where been long difufed. From this cir- Ghap. XIV. 


cumftance, however trivial in appearance, may be drawn very important inferences, 
with regard to the domeftic oeconomy and manner of life in thofe ages. 


Tue diforders of the times, from foreign wars and inteftine diffentions, but 
above all, the cruel famine, which obliged the nobility to difmifs many of their 
retainers, encreafed the number of robbers in the kingdom; and no place was fe- 
cure from their incurfions *, They met in troops like armies, and over-ran the 
country. Two cardinals, themfelves, the Pope’s legates, notwithftanding the 
numerous train, which attended them, were robbed, and defpoiled of all their 
goods and equipage, when they traveled on the road +. 


Amonc the other wild fancies of the age, it was imagined, that the perfons 
affeCted with leprofy, a-difeafe at that time very common, had confpired with 
the Saracens to poifon all the fprings and fountains; and men being glad of any 
pretence to get rid of thofe who were a burthen to them, many of thofe un- 
happy people were burnt alive for this chimerical imputation. Several Jews alfo 
were punithed in their perfons, and their goods confifcated on the fame account z, 

Tus King left four children, two fons and two daughters: Edward, his el 
deft fon and fucceffor; John, created afterwards earl of Cornwal, who died 
young at Perth; Jane, afterwards married to David Bruce, King of Scotland ; 
and Eleanor married to Reginald, count of Gueldres. 


* Ypod. Neuft. p. soz. Walf. p. 107, + Ypod. Neufir. p. 503, T. dela More, p. 594, 
Trevet, cont. p.2z. Murimuth, p. 51, t Ypod. Neuft. p. so4. 
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HE violent party, which had taken arms againft Edward Il. and’ finally 

depofed that unhappy monarch, deemed it requifite for their future fecu- 
rity to pay fo far an exterior obeifance to the law, as to demand a parliamentary, © 
indemnity for all their illegal proceedings ; on accqunt of the neceflity, which, » 
it was pretended, they lay under, of employing force againft the Spenfers and 
other evil counfellors, the enemies of the kingdom. All the attainders alfo,. 
which had paffed againft the earl of Lancafter and his adherents, when the chance: 
of war turned againft them, were ealfily reverfed during thé triumph of their pare 
ty *; and the Spenfers, whole former attainder had been reverfed by parliament, 
were now again, in this change of fortune, condemned by the votes of their ene= 
mies. A council of regency was likewife appointed by parliament, confifting of 
twelve perfons; five prelates, the archbifhops of Canterbury and York, the bi- 
fhops of Winchefter, Worcefter, and Hereford ; and feven lay peers, the earls. 
of Norfolk, Kent and Surrey, and the lords Wake, Ingham, Piercy, and Rofs.. 
The earl of Lancafter was appointed guardian and protector of the King’s per- 
fon. But tho’ it was reafonable to expect, that, as the weaknefs of the former 
King had given reins to the licentioufnefs of the barons, great tranquillity would: 
not prevail during the prefent minority ; the firft difturbance arofe from the in- 
vafion of foreign enemies. 2 


Tue’ King of Scots, declining in years.and health, but retaining ftill that mar- 
tial fpirit, which had raifed his nation from the loweft ebb of fortune, deemed 


* Rymer, vol. 4. Ps 245) 2572 258, &C, 
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the prefent opportunity favourable for infefting England: He firft made an at- 
tempt onthe caftle of Norham, in which he was difappointed ; he then collected 
an army of 25,000 men on the frontiers, and haying appointed the earl of Mur- 
ray and lord Douglas generals, threatened an emasce into the northern coun- 
ties. The Englith regency, after trying in vain every expedient to reftore peace 
with Scotland, made vigorous preparations for wars; and befides affembling an 
Englifh army of near fixty thoufand men, they invited back John de Hainault, 
and fome foreign cavalry, whom they had difmifled, and whofe difcipline and 
arms had appeared fuperior to thofe of their own country. Young Edward 
himfelf, burning with a paffion for military fame, appeared at the head of thefe 
numerous forces; and marched from Durham, the appointed place of rende- 
vous, in queft of the enemy, who had already broke into the frontiers, and were 
laying every thing wafte around him with fire and fword. 


~ Murray and Douglas were the.two moft celebrated warriors, bred in the 
long hoftilities between the Scots and Englifh;. and their forces, trained in the 
fame {chool, and enured to-hardfhips, fatigues, and dangers, were perfectly qua- 
lified, by their habits and manner. of life, for that defultory and deftructive war, 
which they carried on again{ft the Englifh. Except a body of about 4000 ca- 
valry, well armed, and fit to make a fteddy impreffion in battle, the reft of the 
army were mounted on {mall horfes, which found fubfiftance every. where, and 
carried them with rapid and unexpected marches, whether they meant to commit 
depredations on the peaceable inhabitants, or. to attack an armed enemy, or to 
retreat into their own country.. The whole equipage of the troops confifted of a 
bag of oat meal, which,.as a fupply in cafe of neceffity, each foldier carried be- 
hind him; together with a light plate. of iron, on which he inftantly baked the 
oat meal into acake, in the open fields.. But his chief fubfiftance was the cattle 
which he feized ; and his. cookery was.as expeditious as all his other operations. 
After: fleaing the animal, he placed the fkin; loofe and hanging in the form of -a 
bag, upon fome flakes; he poured water into it, kindled @ fire below, and thus 
made it ferve as a-cauldron for the boiling of his victuals.* 

Tue chief difficulty, which Edward met with, after compofing fome dangerous 
frays, which broke out between his foreign. forces and the Englith +,. was to come 


up with an‘enemy, fo rapid in their: marches, and fo little encumbered in their - 


motions. Tho’ the flame and fmoke of burning villages directed him fufficiently 
to the place of their-encampment, he found upon noreyng thither, that they 
were already departed, and he foon dilcovered, by new marks of. devaftation, 
that they had removed to fome diftant quarter. After harrafling his army during 


* Froiflard, liv. 4, chap. 18. + Froiffard, liy, 1. chap, 17. ; 
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fome time in this fruitlefs chace, he advanced northwards, and croffed the Tyne, 
with a refolution of awaiting them on their return homewards, and taking ven- 
geance on them for all their depredations*. But that whole country was already 
fo much wafted by their frequent incurfions, that it could not afford fubfiftance 
to his army ; and he was obliged again to return fouthwards, and change his 
plan of operations. He had now loft all traét of the enemy ; and tho’ he pro- 
mifed the reward of a hundred pounds a year to any one who fhould bring him 
an account of their motions, he remained unactive fome days, before he received 
any intelligence of them +. He found at laft, that they had fixed their camp on 
the fouthern banks of the Were, as if they: intended to await a battle; but 
their prudent leaders had chofen the ground with fuch judgment, that the Englifh, 
on their approach, found it impracticable, without temerity, to crofs the river 
in their face, and attack them in their prefent fituation. “ Edward, impatient for 
revenge and glory, here fent them a defiance, and challenged them, if they dared, 
to meet him in an equal field, and try the fortune of arms. ‘The bold fpirit of 
Douglas could ill brook this bravado, and he advifed the acceptance of the chal- 
lenge ; but he was over-ruled by Murray, who replied to Edward, that he never 
took the council of an enemy in any of his operations, The King, therefore, 
kept ftill his pofition oppofite to them ; and expetted daily, that neceffity would 
oblige them to change their quarters, and give him an opportunity of over- 
whelming them with his fuperior forces. After a few days, they fuddenly de- 


‘camped, and marched farther up the river ; but ftill pofted themfelves in fuch a 
‘manner, as to preferve the advantage of the ground, if the enemy fhould ven- 


ture to attack them {. Edward infifted, that all hazards fhould be run, rather 
than allow thefe ravagers to efcape with impunity ; but Mortimer’s authority pre- 
vented the affault, and oppofed itlelf to the valour of the young monarch, While 
the armies lay in this pofition, an incident happened which had well nigh proved 
fatal tothe Englifh. Douglas, having got the word, and furveyed exattly the 
fituation of the Englith camp, entered it fecretly in the night time, with a body 
of two hundred determined foldiers, and advanced to the royal tent, with a view 
of killing or carrying off the prince, in the midft of his whole-army. But fome 
of Edward’s attendants, awaking in that critical moment, made refiftance; ‘his 
chaplain and chamberlain facrificed their lives for his fafety ; the King himfelf, 
after making a valiant defence, efcaped in the dark: And Douglas, having ‘loft 
the greateft part of his followers, was glad to make a hafty retreat with. the re- 
mainder §. Soon after, the Scottifh army decamped without noife inthe dead of 

* Froiffart, liv. 4.chap. 19. ~ + Rymer, vol. 4. p. 31 z. ‘Froiffart, liv. 4. chap. 19. t Froif- 


fart, liv. 4. chap. 19. § Froiffart, liv. 4. chap. ag, -Hemingford, p. 268. Ypod. Neuf. p. 
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night ; and having thus got the ftart of the Englith, arrived without farther lofs 
in their own country. Edward, on entering the place of the Scottith encamp- 
ment, found only fix Englifhmen, whom the enemy, after breaking their legs, 
had tied to trees, in order to prevent their carrying any intelligence to their coun- 
trymen *, | 

Tse King was highly incenfed at the difappointment, which he had met with, 
in his firft enterprize, and at the head of fo gallant an army. The fymptoms, 
which he had difcovered of bravery and fpirit, gave extreme fatisfaction, and 
were regarded as fure prognoftics of an illuftrious reign : But the general difplea- 
fure fell violently on Mortimer, who was already the object of public odium : 
And every meafure which he purfued, tended to aggravate, beyond all bounds, the 
hatred of the nation both againft him and Queen Lfabella, 

WHEN the council of regency was formed, Mortimer, tho’ in the plenitude 
of his power, had taken no care to enfure a place in it; but this femblance of 
moderation was only a cover to the moft exorbitant and moft ambitious projects, 
He rendered that council entirely ufelefs by ufurping to himfelf the whole fove- 
reign power ; he fettled on the Queen-dowager the greater part of the royal re- 
venues; he never confulted either the princes of the blood or the other noblemen 
im any public meafure; the King himfelf was fo befieged by his creatures, that 
no accefs could be procured to him ; and all the envy, which had attended Gava- 
{ton and Spenfer, fell much more defervedly on this new favourite. 

Mortimer, fenfible of the growing hatred of the people, thought it requifite, 
on any terms, to fecure peace abroad ; and he entered into a negociation with 
Robert Bruce for that purpofe. As the claim of fuperiority in England, more 
than any other caufe, had tended’to inflame the animofities between the two 
nations, Mortimer confented to refign abfolutely this pretenfion, to give up all 
the homages done by the Scottifh parliament and nobility, and to acknowledge 
Robert as fovereign of Scotland +. In return for thefe mighty advantages, Ro- 
bert only ftipulated the payment of 30,000 marks to England. This treaty was 
ratified by parliament $; but was neverthelefs the fource of great difcontent 
among the people, who, having entered zealoufly into the pretenfions of Edward I, 
and deeming themfelves difgraced by the fuccefsful refiftance of fo inferior a 
a nation, were difappointed by this treaty, in all future hopes both of conquelt 
and of vengeance. | 

Tue princes of the blood, Kent, Norfolk, and Lancafter, were very much 
united in their councils; and Mortimer entertained great fufpicions of their de- 

* Proiffart, liv. 4. chap. 19. + Rymer, p. 337, Heming. p. 270. Anon. Hilt. p. 392. 
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fens again him, In fammoning them to parliament, he ftri€tly prohibited 


-them, in the King’s name, from being attended: with an armed force, an illegal 


but ufual practice in that age. The three earls, as they approached to Salifbury, 
the place appointed for the meeting of parliament, found, that, tho” they them~ 


- felves, in obedience to the King’s command, had brought only their ufual re-. 


tinue along with them, ‘Mortimer and his party were attended with all their fol- 
lowers in arms; and they-began with fome reafon to apprehend a dangerous de- 
fien againft their perfons. | They therefore retreated, affembled. their retainers, 
and were returning with an army to take vengeance on Mortimer, when the 
weaknefs of Kent and Norfolk, who deferted the common caufe, obliged Lan- 
cafter alfo to make his fubmiffions *. The quarrel, by the interpofition of the 


“prelates, feemed for the. prefent to be appealed. 


Bur Mortimer, in order to intimidate the princes, determined to have a vic- 
tim; and the fimplicity, with the ood intentions of the earl of Kent, afforded 
him foon after an opportunity of practifing upon him. By himfelf and his emit 
faries, he endeavoured to perfuade that prince, that his brother, King Edward,. 
was {till alive, and concealed in fome fecret prifon in England. The earl, whofe 
remorfes for the part which he had acted againft the late King, probably inclin- 
ed him to give credit to this intelligence, entered into a defign of reftoring him 
to liberty, of re inflating him on the throne, and thereby of making fome com- 
penfation for the injuries, which he had unwarily done him [. After this inno- 
¢ent contrivance had been allowed to proceed a certain length, the earl was feized 
by Mortimer, was accufed before the parliament, and condemned by thefe flav~ 
ifh, tho” turbulent barons, to lofe his life and fortune. The queen and Mortt-— 
mer, apprehenfive of young Edward’s lenity towards his uncle, hurried on the 
execution, and the prifoner was beheaded next day: But fo general was the af- * 
feétion borne the earl, and fuch pity prevailed for his hard fate, that, tho’ peers 
had been eafily found, to condemn him, it was evening before his enemies could 
Gnd an executioner to perform the office a e-. 


Tue earl of Lancafter, on pretence of his affent to this confpiracy, was foon. 
after thrown into prifon: Many others. of the prelates and nobility were profe- 
cuted: Mortimer employed this engine to crufh all his enemies, and enrich him- 
felf and his family by the forfeitures. “The eftate of the earl of Kent was feized 
for his younger fon, Geoffrey: Ihe :mmenfe fortunes of the Spenfers and their 
adherents were moftly converted to his own ufe: He affected a ftate and dignity 


* Knyghton, p- 2554+ + Avefbury, p. 8. Anon. Hilt. p. 395, +t Heming. p. 
271. Y¥pod, Nenit. p. stor Knuyghton, p. 2ene. 3 | ' 
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equal or fuperior to the royal: His power became formidable to every one: His 
illegal praétices were daily complained of: And all parties, forgetting former 
animofities, confpired in their hatred againft Mortimer, 

Ir was impoffible, that thefe abufes could long efcape the obfervation of a 
prince, endowed with fo much fpirit and judgment as young Edward, who being 
now in his eighteenth year, and feeling himfelf capable of government, repined 
at being held in fetters by this infolent mintfter. But fo much was he furrounded 
with the emiflaries of Mortimer, that it behoved him to conduét the project for fub- 
verting him, with the fame fecrecy and precaution, as if he had been forming a con- 
{piracy againft his fovereign. He communicated his intentions to the lord Mountacute, 
who engaged the lords Molins and Clifford, fir John Nevil of Hornby, fir Edward 
Bohun Ufford, and others, to enter into their views; and the caftle of Nottingham 
was chofen for the fcene of the enterprize. ‘The Queen-dowager and Mortimer 
lodged in that fortrefs: The King alfo was admitted, tho” with a few only of his 
attendants: And as the caftle was ftrictly guarded, the gates locked every even- 
ing, andthe keys carried to the Queen, it became neceflary to communicate the 
defign to fir William Eland, the governor, who entered zealoufly into it. By his 
direction the King’s affociates were admitted thro’ a fubterraneous paflage, which 
had been formerly contrived for a fecret outlet to the caltle, but was now buried 
in rubbifh ; and Mortimer, without having it in his power to make refiftance, 
was fuddenly feized in an apartment adjoining to the Queen’s *. A parliament 
was immediately called for his trial. He was accufed before that affembly of hav- 
ing ufurped regal power from the council of regency, appointed by parliament ; 
of having procured the death of the late King; of having deceived the earl of 
Kent into a confpiracy to reftore that prince ; of having folicited and obtained ex- 
orbitant grants of the royal demefnes ; of having diffipated the public treafure; 
of fecreting for his own ufe 20,000 marks of the money paid by the King of 
Scotland ; and of other crimes and mifdemeanours +. The parliament condemned 
him, from the fuppofed ngtoriety of the facts, without trial, or hearing his anfwer, 
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or examining a witnefs; and he was hanged on a gibbet at the Elmes, in the 29th Novem. 


neighbourhood of London. It is remarkable, that this fentence was near twenty 
years after reverfed by parliament, in favour of Mortimer’s fon; and the rea- 
fon affigned was the illegal form of the proceedings ¢. The principles of law 
and juftice were eftablifhed in England, not in fuch a degree as to prevent any ini- 


quitous fentence again{ft a perfon obnoxious to the ruling party ; but fufficient, on 


* Avefbury, p. 9. + Brady’s App. N°. 83. Anon, Hift. p. 397, 398. Kmnyghton, p. 2556- 
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the return of his credit, or that of his friends, to feive as a reafon or pretence 
for its reverfal. 


Justice was alfo executed by a fentence of the howe of peers, on fome of the 
inferior criminals, particularly on Simon de Bereforc: But the barons, in that 
cafe, entered a proteft, that, tho’ they had tried Bereord, who was none of their 
peers, they fhould not for the future be obliged to seceive any fuch accufation. 
The, Queen was confined to her own houfe at Rifings 1ear London: Her revenue 
was reduced to 4000 pounds a year *» And tho’ the King, during the remainder 
of her life, paid her a decent vifit once or twice a yea, fhe never was able to re- 
 ftate herfelf in any credit or authority. ; 

Epwarp, having now taken the reins of governnent into his own hands, ap- 
plied himfelf, with induftry and judgment, to redrefi all thofe grievances, which 
had either proceeded from want of authority in tie crown, OF from the late 
abufes of it. He iffued writs to the judges, enjoining them to adminifter juftice, 
without paying any regard to arbitrary orders from the minifters: And as the 
robbers, thieves, murderers, and criminals of all knds, had, during the courfe 
of public convulfions, multiplied to an enormous d:gree, and were openly pro- 
teéted by the great barons, who made ufe of them agiinft their enemies, the King, 
after exacting from the peers a folemn promife in parliament, that they would 
break off all connexion with fuch rnalefaétors +, fet himfelf in earneft to remedy 
the evil. Many of thefe gangs had become fo nunerous, as to require his own 
prefence to diffipate them; and he exerted both counge and induftry in executing 
this falutary office. The minifters of juftice, from his example, employed the 
utmoft diligence in difcovering, purfuing, and punihing the criminals; and this 
diforder was by degrees corrected, or ‘at left palliaed ; the utmoft that could be 
expected with regard to a difeafe, inherent in the conftitution. 


In proportion as the government acquired authorty at home, it became formid- 
able to the neighbouring nations ; and the ambitiou: fpirit of Edward fought, and 
foon found, an opportunity of exerting ‘tfelf. The wife and valiant Robert 
Bruce, who had recovered by arms the independancy of his country, and had fixed 
it by the laft treaty of peace with England, foon afta died, and left David his fon, 
a minor, under the guardianfhip of Randolf, earlof Murray, the companion of 
all his vidtories. It had been ftipulated in this treity, that both the Scottifh no- 
bility, who, before the commencement of the wa's, enjoyed lands in England, 
and the Englifh who inherited eftates in Scotland, fhould be reftored to their fe- 


* Cotton’s Abridg. p. 10% + Coton’s Abridg. 
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veral poffeffions *: Buttho’ this article had been executed pretty regularly on 
the part of Edward, Robert, who faw the eftates claimed by Englifhmen much 
more numerous and valvable than the other, either efteemed it dangerous to ad- 
mit fo many fecret enenies into the kingdom, or found it difficult to wreft from 
his own followers the pofeffions beftowed on them as the reward of their fatigues 
and dangers: And he lad protracted the performance of his part of the ftipula- 
tion. The Englifh nobes, difappointed in their expectations, began to think of 
a remedy ; and as their nfluence was great in the north, their enmity alone, even 
tho’ unfupported by the King of England, became dangerous to the minor prince, 
who fucceeded to the Scottifh throne. 


Epwarp Batrot, the fon of that John, who was crowned King of Scot- 
land, had been detaind fome time a prifoner in England after his father 
was releafed; but havirg alfo obtained his liberty, he went over to France, and 
lived in Normandy, o1 his patrimonial eftate in that country, without any 
thoughts of reviving the claims of his family upon the crown of Scotland. 
His pretenfions, however plaufible, had been fo ftrenuoufly abjured by the Scots, 
and rejectd by the Erglifh, that he was entirely regarded as a private perfon ; 
and he had been throw: into prifon on account of fome private offence againtt 
the Jaws, of which he was accufed. The lord Beaumont, a great Englith 
baron, who in the rightof his wife claimed the earldom of Buchan in Scotland +, 
found him in this fituatin ; and deeming him a proper inftrument for his pur- 
pofe, made fuch intereft with the King of France, who was not aware of the con- 
fequences, that he recovired him his liberty, and brought him over with him into 
England. | 

Tue injured nobles, poffefled of fuch a head, began now to think of vindi- 
cating their rights by foice of arms; and they applied to Edward for his concur- 
rence and affiftance. Fut there were feveral reafons, which deterred the King 
from openly avowing thir enterprize. In his treaty with Scotland, he had en- 
tered into a bond of 20000 pounds, payable to the Pope, if within four years 
he violated the peace; aid as the term was not yet elapfed, he dreaded the exact- 
ing of that penalty, by the fovereign pontiff, who poffefled fo many means of 
forcing him to make paynent. He was alfoafraid, that violence and injuftice would 
every where be imputedto him, if he attacked with fuch fuperior force a minor 
King, and a brother-in-aw, whofe independant title had fo lately been acknow- 
ledged by a folemn trety. And as the regent of Scotland, on every demand 
which had been made, of reftitution to the Englifh barons, had always confefied 


* Rymer, vil. 4. p. 384. + Rymer, vol. 4; py 251. 
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Chap. XV. the juttice of their claim, and had only given an evafive anfwer, grounded om 
1332. plaufible pretences, Edward refolved not to proceed to open violence, but to em- 
ploy like artifices againft him. He fecretly encouraged Baliol in his enterprize 5 
connived at his affembling forces in the north; and gave countenance to the no- 
bles, who were difpofed to join in the attempt. A force of near 2500 men was. 
inlifted under Baliol, by Umfreville earl of Angus, the lords Beaumont, Ferrars, 
Fitz-warin, Wake, Stafford, Talbot,. and Moubray. And as thefe adventurers. . 
apprehended that the frontiers would be ftrongly armed and guarded, they re- 
(olved to make their attack by fea; and having embarked at Ravenfpur, they: 
reached in a few-days the coaft of Fife. +- 


ScorLaNp was at prefent in a very different fituation from that in which it 
had appeared under the victorious Robert. Befides the lofs of that great monarch,, 
whofe genius and authority preferved entire the whole political fabric, and main- 
tained an union among the unruly barons, lord Douglas, impatient of reft, had 
gone over to Spain in a croifade againft the Moors, and had there perifhed in, 
battle*: The earl of Murray, who had been long declining in age and infirmi- 
ties, had lately died, and had been facceeded in the regency by Donald earl of 
Marre, a man of much inferior talents : The military fpirit ef the Scots, tho’ ftill, 
unbroken, was left without a proper guidance and direction : Anda minor King: 
feemed ill qualified to defend an inheritance, which it had required all the- con-. 
fammate valour and abilities of his father to acquire and maintain. But as the- 
Scots were apprized of the ‘ntended invafion, great numbers,. on the appearance: 
of the Englifh fleet, immediately ran to the fhore, in order to prevent the land-. 
ing of the enemy. Baliol had valour and aétivity, and he repulfed the Scots. 
with a confiierable lofs+. He marched weftward into the heart of the country s. 
flattering himfelf that the antient partizans of his family: would declare for him. 
But the fierce animofity, which had been kindled between the two nations, in- 
fpiring the Scots with a ftrong prejudice againft a prince who was fupported by 
the Englifh, he was regarded as a common enemy ; and the regent found no, 
difficulty in affembling a great army to oppofe him. It is pretended, that Marre. 
had no lefs than 40,000 men under his flandard:; but the fame hurry. and impa- 
tience, that made him collect a force, which from tts oreatnefs was fo difpro- 
portioned to the occafion, rendered all his motions unfkilful and imprudent, The: 
river Erne ran between the two armies; and the Scots, confiding in that fecu- 
rity, as well asin their great fuperiority of numbers, kept no order in their en- 

iith Auguft. campment. Baliol paffed the river in the night time >. attacked the unguarded. | 


® Frojflast, live 1. chap. 21+ — t Heming. p. 272. Walfing. p- 131. Knyghton, p. 2560. 
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and undifciplined Scots; threw them: into confufion, which was encreafed by Chap. XV. 
the darknefs and by their very numbers to which they trufted; and he beat 1332 
them off the field with great flaughter *. But in the morning,. the Scots were 

at fome diftance, they were afhamed of having yielded the victory to fo weak a foe, 

and they hurried back to recover the honour of the day. Their eager paffiens 

carried them precipitately. to battle, without regard to fome broken ground, which 

lay between them and the enemy, and which difordered and confounded their 

ranks. Baliol feized the favourable opportunity, advanced his troops upon’ 

them, prevented them from rallying, and chaced them anew off the field 

with redoubled flaughter. There fell above 12,000 Scots in this a@tion ; and 

among thefe the flower of their nobility ; the regent himfelf, the earl of Carric,. 

a natural fon of their late King, the ear!s of Athole and Monteith, the Jord Hay: 

of Errol, conftable, and the lords Keith and Lindfey. The lofs of the Englifh: 

{carce exceeded thirty men; a ftrong proof, among many others, of the mifer- 

able ftate of military difcipline in thofe ages +. 3 

_ Batior foon after made himfelf mafter of Perth. but fill was not able to: 

bring over any of the Scots to his. party. Patric Dunbar, earl. of Marche, and 
Sir Archibald Douglas,. brother to the lord of that name, appeared at the head 
of the Scottifh. armies, which amounted ftill to. near 40,000 men; and they 
propofed to reduce Baliol and the Englifh by famine. They invefted Perth by 
land ;. they collected fome vefiels with which they blockaded it by water: But 
Baliol’s.fhips attacking the Scottifh. fleet, gained a compleat victory over them ; 
and opened the communication.to Perth by fea= fc then behoved the Scottith 
armies to difperfe themfelves for want of pay and fubfiftance : The nation was 
in effeét fubdued By a handful of men: Each nobleman, who found himfélf moft 
expofed to danger, fucceffively fubmitted to Baliol: That prince was crown- 


| : .. 27th Septr. 
ed King at Scone: David, his competitor, was fent’ over to France with his : 
betrothed wife, Jane, fifter to Edward: And the heads of his party fued to Ba- 
liol for a truce, which he granted them, in order to affemble a parliament in 
tranquillity, and have his title recognized by the-whole Scottifh nation. 
Bur Baliol’s imprudence or-his neceffities making him difmifs the greateft part: 133 


of his Englifh followers, he was, notwithftanding the truce, attacked of a fudden 
near Annan by Sir Archibald Douglas, and other chieftains of that party ; he was 
routed ; his brother John Baliol.was_flain ;.he himfelf was chaced intoEngland in a mi- 


* Knyghton, p. 2567. + Hemmg. p. 273. Walfingham, p, 131; Knyghton, p. 2561. 
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(erable condition ; and’ thus loft his kingdom by a revolution as quick as that 
by which he had acquired it. 


Witz Baliol enjoyed his fhort-liv’d and precarious royalty, he had been 
fenfible, that without the protection of England, it would be impoffible for him 
to maintain pofleffion of the throne ; and he had fecretly fent a meflage to Ed- 
ward, offering to. acknowlege his fuperiority, to renew the homage for his crown, 
and to efpoufe the princefs Jane, if the Pope’s confent could be obtained, for 
diffolving her former marriage, which was not yet confummated. Edward, am- 
bitious of recovering that important facrifice, made by Mortimer during his mi- 
nority, threw off all fcruples, and willingly accepted the offer; but as the de- 
thronement of Baliol had rendered this concefion of no effeét, the King prepar- 
ed to re-inftate him in poffeffion of the crown ; an enterprize, which appeared 
from late experience fo eafy and fo little hazardous. As he poffefied many po- 
pular arts, he confulted his parliament on this occafion , but that affembly, find- 
ine the refolution already taken, declined giving any opinion, and only fupplied 
him, in order to fupport the enterprize, with an aid of a fifteenth, from the 

arfonal eftates of the nobility and gentry, and a tenth of the moveables of bo- 
roughs. And they added a petition, that the King would thenceforth live of his 
own, without orieving his fubjects by illegal taxes, or by the outrageous feizure 
of their goods in the fhape of purveyance*. 

As the Scots expected, that the chief brunt of the war would fall upon Ber- 
wic, Douglas, the regent, threw a {trong garrifon into that place under the com- 
mand of Sir William Keith, and he himfelf affembled a great army on the fron- 
tiers, ready to penetrate into England, fo foon as Edward fhould have invefted 
that fortrefs. The Englifh army was lefs numerous ; but better fupplied with 
arms and provifions, and retained in ftriéter difcipline;. and the King, notwith- 
ftanding the valiant defence of Keith, had in two months time reduced the gar- 
rifon to extremity, and had obliged them to capitulate. They engaged to fur- 
render the place, if they were not relieved within a few days by their country- 
men+. This intelligence being conveyed to the Scottifh army, which was pre- 
paring to invade Northumberland, changed their whole plan of operations, and en- 
gaged them to advance towards Berwic, and attempt the relief of that important 
place. “Douglas, who had ever propofed to decline a pitched battle, in which he 
was fenfible of the enemy’s fuperiority, and who intended to have drawn out the 
war by {mall fkirmifhes, and by mutually ravaging each others country, was forced, 
by the impatience of his troops, to put the whole fate of the kingdom upon the 


® Cotton’s Abridgm. + Rymer, vol. 4. p. 564, 565, 560. 
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event of one day. He attacked the Englifh at Halidown-hill, a little north of Chap. XV. 


Berwic; and tho’ the Scottifh Gens digrmes dif{mounted from their horfes, in or- 
der to render the action more fteddy and defperate, they were received with fuch 
valour by Edward, and were fo galled by the Englifh archers, that they were 
{oon thrown into diforder, and on the fall of Douglas, their general, were put 
to abfolute rout. The whole army fied in confufion, and the Englifh, but much 
more the Irifh, gave little quarter in the purfuit: All the nobles of chief dif- 
tinction were either flain or taken prifoners: Near thirty thoufand of the Scots 
fel] in the ation: While the lofs of the Englifh amounted only to one knight, 
one efquire, and thirteen private foldiers: An inequality almoft incredible *. 


AFTER this fatal blow, the Scottifh nobles had no other refource but inftane 
fubmiffion ; and Edward, leaving a confiderable body with Baliol to complear 
the conqueft of the kingdom, returned with the remainder of his army into Eng- 
Jand. Baliol was acknowledged King bya parliament affembled at Edinburgh +; 
the fuperiority of England was again recognized; many of the Scottifh nobility 
{wore fealty to him; and to compleat the misfortunes of that nation, Baliol ced- 


£333 
19th July. 


ed to Edward Berwic, Dunbar, Roxborough, Edinburgh, and all the fouth-eaft . 


counties of Scotland, which were declared to be for ever annexed to the Englifh 
monarchy f. 


Ir Baliol, on his firft appearance, was dreaded by the Scots, as an inftrument 
employed by England for the fubjection of the kingdom, this deed confirmed all 
their fufpicions, and rendered him the objeét of univerfal hatred. Whatever fub- 
miffions they might be obligedto make, they confidered him, not as their prince, 
but as the delegate and confederate of their determined enemy; and neither the 
manners of the age, nor the ftate of Edward’s revenue permitting him to main- 
tain aconftant ftanding army in Scotland, the Englifh forces were no fooner 
withdrawn, than the Scots revolted againft Baliol, and returned to their former 
allegiance under Bruce. Sir Andrew Murray, appointed regent by the party of 
this latter prince, employed with fuccefs his valour and activity in many {mall 
but decifive actions againft Baliol ; and in a fhort time had almoft wholly ex- 
pelled him the kingdom. . Edward was obliged again to affemble an army and 
to march into Scotland: The Scots, taught by experience, withdrew into their 
hills and faftneffes : He deftroyed the houfes, and ravaged the eftates of thofeé whom 
he called rebels: But this confirmed them ftill farther in their obftinate anti- 


* Heming. p. 275, 276, 277. Knyghton, p. 2559, Otterborne, p. 115. + Rymer, 
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pathy to England and to Baliol ; and being now rendered defperate, they were ready 
to take advantage, on the firft opportunity, of the retreat of their enemy, and 
they foon re-conquered their country from the Englifh. Edward made anew his ap- 
pearance in Scotland with like fuccefs: He found every thing hoftile in the king- 
dom, except the {pot on which he was encamped: And tho’ he marched un- 
controuled over all the low countries, the nation itfelf was farther than ever from 
being broken and fubdued. Befides being fupported by their pride and anger, 
paffions dificult to tante, they were encouraged, amidft all their calamities, by 
daily promifes of relief from France; and as a war was now likely to break out 
between that kingdom and England, they had reafon to expect from this incident 
a ereat diverfion of that force, which had fo long oppreffed and overwhelmed 
them. 


We now come to a tranfaction, on which depended the moft memorable events, 
not only of this long and active reign, but of the whole Englith and French hifto- 
ry, during more than a century 5 and it will therefore be neceflary to give a pat- 
ticular account of the fprings and. caufes of it. It had long been a prevailing 
opinion, that the crown of France could never defcend to females; and as na- 
tions, in accounting for principles, which they regard as fundamental and as pe- 


- cyliar to themfelves, are fond. of groucding them rather on primary laws, than 





on blind cuftom, it had been ufual to derive this maxim from a claufe in the Sa- 
lian Code, the law of an antient tribe among the Franks; tho’ that claufe, when 
fri€tly examined, carries only the appearance of favouring this principle, and 
does not really, by the confeffion of the beft critics, bear the fenfe commonly 
impofed upon it. But tho pofitive law feems wanting among the French for 
she exclufion of females, the practice had prevailed, and the rule was eftablifhed 
beyond controverfy on fome antient as well as fome modern precedents. During 
the firft race of the monarchy, the Franks were fo rude and barbarous a people, 
that they were incapable of fubmitting to a female reign; and in that period of 
hiftory, there were frequent inftances of kings advanced to royalty in prejudice 
of females, who were related to the crown by nearer degrees of confanguinity. 
Thefe precedents, joined to like caufes, had alfo eftablifhed the male fucceffion 
in the fecond race ; and tho’ the inftances were neither { frequent nor fo certain 
during that period, the principle of excluding the female line feems ftll to 
have prevailed, and to have dire%ted the conduét of the nation. During the 
third race, the crown had defcended from father to fon for eleven generations, 
from Hugh Capet to Lewis Hutin; and thus, in faét, during the courfe of nine 
hundred years, the French monarchy had always been governed by males, and 
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zo female and néne defcended of females had ever mounted the throne. Philip 
the Fair, father of Lewis Hutin, left three fons, this Lewis, Philip the Long, 
and Charles the Fair, and one daughter, Ifabella, queen of England. Lewis Hutin, 
the eldeft, left at his death one daughter, by Margaret fifter to Eudes, duke of 
Burgundy ; and as his queen was then pregnant, Philip, his younger brother, 
was appointed regent, till it fhould appear whether fhe was delivered of a fon 
or daughter. Her iffue proved male, but lived only a few days : Philip was pro- 
claimed King: And as the duke of Burgundy made fome oppofition, and afferted 
the right of his niece, the ftates of the kingdom, by a folemn and deliberate de- 
cree, gave her the exclufion, and declared all females for ever incapable of fuc- 
ceeding to the crown of France. Philip died after a fhort reign, leaving three 
daughters ; and his brother, Charles, without difpute or controverfy, then fuc- 
ceeded to the crown. The reign of Charles was alfo fhort: He left one daugh- 
ter; but as his queen was pregnant, the next male heir was appointed regent, 
with a declared right of fucceffion, if the iffue fhould prove female. This prince 


_was Philip de Valois, coufin german to the deceafed King ; being the fon of 


Charles de Valois, brother of Philip the Fair. The queen of France was deliver- 
ed of a daughter: Fhe regency ended; and Philip de Valois was unanimoufly 
placed on the throne of France. 

Tue King of England, who was at that time a youth of fifteen years of age, 
embraced a notion, that he was intitled, in right of his mother, to the fucceffion 
of the kingdom, and that the claim of the nephew was preferable to that of the 
coufin german. There could not well be conceived a notion weaker or worfe 


grounded. The principle of excluding females was of old an eftablifhed opinion 


in France, and had acquired equal authority with the moft exprefs and pofitive 


Jaw: It was fupported by antient precedents : Ic was confirmed by recent inftan- 


ces, folemnly and deliberately decided : And what placed it ftill farther beyond 
controverfy ; if Edward was difpofed to queftion its validity, he thereby cut off 
his own pretenfions ; fince the three laft Kings had all left daughters, who were 
{till alive, and who ftood before him in the order of fucceffion. He was there- 
fore reduced to affert, that, tho’ his mother, Ifabella, was, on account of her 
fex, incapable of fucceffion, he himfelf, who inherited thro’ her, was liable to no 
fuch objection, and might claim by the right of propinquity. But, befides that this 
pretenfion was more favourable to C harles, King of Navarre, defcended from the 
daughter of Lewis Hutin, it was fo contrary to the eftablifhed principles of fucce!- 
fion in every country of Europe*, was fo repugnant to the practice both in private 
and public inheritances, that no body in France thought of Edward's right; Phi- 
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lip’s title was univerfally recognized and acknowledged *: And he never imagined), 
that he had a competitor ; much lefs, fo formidable a one as the King of England, 


But tho’ the youthful and ambitious mind of Edward had rafhly entertained 
this notion, he did not think proper to infift on his pretenfions, which muft have 
immediately involved him, on. very unequal terms, in a dangerous: and impla- 
cable war with fo powerful, a monarch. Philip was a prince of mature years, of 
ereat experience, and at that time of an eftablithed charaGter both for prudence 
and valour; and by. thefe cireumftances, as well as by the. union of his people;. 
and their acquiefcence ia his undoubted right, he poffefied every advantage over 
a raw youth, newly raifed, by injuftice and violence, to the government of the 
mot intractable and moft turbulent fubjeCts in Europe. But there immediately: 
occurred an incident, which required, that Edward fhould either openly declare 
his pretenfions, or for ever renounce and abjure them. He was fummoned to 
do homage for Guienne: Philip was preparing to compel him by force of arms 3. 
That country was in a very bad ftate of defence: And the forfeiture of fo rich 
an inheritance was, by the feudal law, the immediate confequence of his refufing. 
or declining to perform the duty of a vaflal. Edward therefore thought it pru- 
dent to fubmit to prefent neceffity : He went over to Amiens: Did homage to» 
Philip: And as there had arifen fome controverfy concerning the terms of this. 
fabmiffion, he afterwards fent over a formal deed, in which he acknowledged that 
he owed liege homage to the crown of France +; which was in effect ratifying,. 
and that in the ftrongeft terms, Philip’s title to the crown of that kingdom. 
Fis own claim indeed was fo unreafonable, and fo thoroughly difavowed by the: 
whole French nation, that to infift on it was no better than to pretend:to the en- 
tire conqueft of the kingdom; and it is probable that he would never have far- 
ther thought of it, had it not been for fome incidents, which excited an animo- 
fity between the two monarchs. | 


RozertT v’ARTOIS was defcended of the royal blood of France, was a man 
of great character and authority, had efpoufed Philip’s fifter, and by. his birth,. 
talents, and credit was entitled to make the higheft figure, and to fill the moft 
important offices, in the monarchy. This prince had loft the county of Artois, 
which he claimed as his birthright, by a fentence, commonly deemed iniquitous, 
of Philip the Fair; and he was feduced to attempt the recovering pofleffion by 
an ation, fo unworthy of his rank and charaéter as a forgery {. The detectiom 
of this crime covered him with fhame and confufion ;. His brother in law not. 


° Froiffart, lib, 1. chap. 224. + Rymer, vol. 4. p. 477, 481- Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 25. 
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4 only 





EDWARD It, 17t 


only abandoned him, but profecuted him with violence: Robert, incapable of 
bearing difgrace, left the kingdom, and hid himfelf in the Low Countries : Being 
chaced from that retreat, by the authority and menaces of Philip, he came over 
to England, was favourably received by Edward *, and was foon admitted into 
the councils and fhared the confidence of that monarch. Abandoning himfelf to 
all the movements of rage and defpair, he endeavoured to revive the prepoflef- 
fions entertained by Edward in favour of his title to the crown of France, and 
even flattered him, that it was not impoffible for a prince of his valour and abili- 
ties, to render his claim effectual. The King was the more difpofed to hearken 
to fuggeftions of this nature, becaufe he had, in feveral particulars, complaints 
again{t Philip’s conduct with regard to Guienne, and becaufe that prince had both 
given protection to the exiled David Bruce, and fupported, or at leaft encouraged 
thé Scots in their ftruggles for independancy. Thus refentment gradually filled 
the breafts of the two monarchs, and made them incapable of hearkening to any 
terms of accommodation, propofed by the Pope, who never ceafed interpofing 
his good offices between them. Philip thought, that he would be wanting to the 
firft principles of policy, if he abandoned Scotland: Edward pretended, that he 
mutt relinquifh all pretenfions to generofity, if he withdrew his protection from 
Robert d’Artois) The former, informed of fome preparations for hottilities, 
which had been made by his rival, iffued a fentence of felony and forfeiture againtt 





Chap. Xv, 
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Robert d’Artois, and declared, that every vaflal of the crown, whether withinor . 


without the kingdom, who gave countenance to that traitor was involved in the 


fame fentence ; a menace eafy to be underftood : The latter, refolute not to yield, 
endeavoured to form alliances in the Low Countries and on the frontiers of Ger- 
many, the only places from which he either could make an effectual attack upon 
France, or produce fuch a diverfion as might fave the province of Guienne, which 
lay fo much expofed to the power of Philip, 


Tue King began with opening his intentions to the count of Hainault, his fa- Preparatinos 
ther in law; and having engaged him in his interefts, he employed the good off.- for war with 


ces and councils of that prince in drawing into his alliance the other fovereigns of 
that neighbourhood, . The duke of Brabant was induced, by his mediation, and 
by large remittances of money from England, to promife his concurrence +: 
The archbifhop of Cologn, the duke of Guelders, the marquis of Juliers, the 
count of Namur, the lords of Fauquemont and Baquen, were engaged by like 
motives to embrace the Englifh alliancet. Thefe fovereigns could fupply, ei- 
ther from their own ftates or from the bordering countries, great numbers of wat- 


* Rymer, vol. 4. p..747.  Froiffart, liv. 1.,.chap. 27. + Rymer, «vol, 4up. 777: 
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like troops ; and nought was wanting to make the force on that quarter very for 
midable but the acceffion of Flanders; which Edward procured by means fome- 
what extraordinary and unufual. 

As the Flemings were the firft people in the northern parts of Europe, who 
cultivated arts and manufaétures, the lower ranks of men in that province hid 
rifen to a degree of siches unknown elfewhere to thofe of their ftation in that barba- 
rous age, had acquired privileges and independance, and began to emerge from that 
ftate of vaffalage, or rather of flavery, into which the common people had been uii- 
verfally thrown by the feudal inftitutions. It was probably difficult for them to 
bring their fovereign and their nobility to:conform themfelves to the principles of 
law and civil government, fo much neglected in every other country : It was im- 
poffible for them to confine themfelves within the proper bounds in their oppo- 
ftion and refentment : They had rifen in tumults : Had infulted the nobles: Had 
chaced their earl into France: And delivering themfelves over to the guidance of 
a feditious leader, had practiced all thofe infolences and diforders, which the 


thoughtlefs and enraged populace are fo much inclined to commit, wherever tieys 


are fo unfortunate as to be their own mafters*.— 
Tuerr prefent leader was James d’Arteville, a brewer in Ghent, who govern- 


ed them with a more abfolute {way than ever had been affumed by any of theit 
jawful fovereigns: He placed and difplaced the magiftrates at his pleafire :- 


Ele was accompanied with a guard, who on the leaft fignal from him, inftatly 
affaffinated any man who happened to fall under his difpleafure: All the 


cities of Flanders were full of his fpies; and it was immediate death to zive 


him the fmalleft umbrage : The few nobles, who remained in the country, lived 


in continual terror of his violence : He feized the eftates of all thofe whon he 


had cither banifhed or murdered’; and beftowing a part on their wives and chil- 
dren, converted the remainder to his own ufe-+, Such were the firft effects; 
which Europe faw, of popular’ violence ; after’ having groaned, during fo many 
centuries, under monarchical and ariftocratical tyranny. 


JaMEs pv’ ARTEVILLE was the man, to whom Edward applied himfelf for biing- 


ing over the Flemings to his intereft; and that prince, the moft haughty and’ 
moft afpiring.of his age, never courted any ally with fo much affiduity and fo: 


many fubmiffions, as he employed towards this feditious and criminal mectanic. 
D’ Arteville, proud of thefe advances from the King of England, and fenfible, 
that the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain connexions with the En- 


glifh, who furnifhed them the materials of their woollen manufactures, the chief — 


* Froifart, liv. 1, chap. 30, Meyerus, > Froiflart, liv, 1. chap. 30». 
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feurce of their opulence, readily embraced the interefts of Edward, and invited him 


over into the Low Countries. Edward, before he entered on this great enterprize, 
affected to confult his parliament, afked their advice, and obtained their confent *. 
And the more to ftrengthen his hands, he obtained from them a grant of 20,000 
{acks of woo! ; which might amount to above a hundred thoufand pounds: This 
wool was a good inftrument to employ with the Flemings; and the price of it 
with his German allies. He compleated the other neceffary fums by loans, by 
pawning the crown jewels, by confifcating or rather robbing at once all the Lom- 
bards, who now exercifed the invidious trade, formerly monopolized by the 
Jews, of lending on intereft +; and being attended with a body of Englifh for— 
ces, and with feveral of his nobility, he failed over into Flanders. 


Tur German princes, in order to juftify their unprovoked’ hoftilities again{t 
France, had required the fanction of fome legal authority ; and Edward, that he 
might give them fatisfaction on this head, had applied to Lewis of Bavaria, then 
emperor, and had been created by him vicar of the empire an empty title, but 
which feemed to give him a right of commanding the fervice of the princes of Ger- 
many t. The Flemings, who were vaflals of France, pretending like fcruples 
with regard to the invafion of their liege lord ; Edward, by the advice of d’Ar- 
teville, affumed, in his commiffions, the title of King of France, and, by virtue 
of this right, challenged their affiftance for dethroning Philip de Valois, the 
ufurper of his kingdom §. This ftep, which, he feared, would deftroy all fu- 
ture amity between the kingdoms, and beget endlefs and implacable jealoufies in 
France, was not taken by him without much reluétance and hefitation: And as 
it was not in itfelf very juftifiable, it was in the iffue attended with many inife- 
ries to both nations. From this period we may date the commencement of that 
great animofity, which the Englifh have ever fince borne to the French, which 
has fo vifible an influence on all future tranfactions, and which has been, and 
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continues to be the fpring of many rafh and precipitate refolutions among them.” 


In all the preceding reigns fince the conqueft, the hoftilities between the two- 


crowns had been only cafual and temporary ; and never being attended 
with any bloody or dangerous events, the traces of them were eafily obli- 
terated by the firft treaty of pacification. The Englifh nobility and gentry. va- 
lued themfelves on their French or Norman extraction: They affected to employ 
the language of that country in all public tranfactions, and even in familiar con- 


verfation: And as both the Englifh court and camp were always full of nobility,. 
who-came from fome province or other of France, the two people were during. 


* Cotton’s Abridg. + Dugd. Baron, vol. 2. p. 146. { Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 35. 


4 Heming. p. 303. Walfingham, p. 143. eat 
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Chap. XV. feveral centuries more intermingled together than any two diftinét nations, whom 
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we meet with in hiftory. But the fatal pretenfions of Edward III. diffolved all 
thefe connexions, and left the feeds of great animofity in both countries, efpecial- 
ly among the Englifh. For it is remarkable, that this latter nation, tho’ they 
were commonly the agerefiors, and by their fuccefs and fituation were enabled to 
commit the moft cruel injuries on the other, have always retained a {trongert 
tin&ture of national antipathy ; nor is their hatred retaliated on them to an equal 
degree by the French. That country lies in the middle of Europe, has been 
fucceflively engaged in hoftilities with all its neighbours, the popular prejudices 
have been diverted into many channels, and, among a people of fofter mannerss 
they never rofe to a great height againft any particular nation. 

Puinip made great preparations againft the attack of the Englifh, and fuch as 
feemed more than fuffcient tofecure him from the danger. Befides the con- 
currence of all the nobility in his own populous and warlike kingdom, his foreign 
alliances were both more cordial and powerful than thofe which were formed by 
his antagonift. The Pope, who, at this time, lived in Avignon, was dependant 
on France, and being difgufted at the connexions between Edward and Lewis of 
Bavaria, whom he had excommunicated, he embraced with zeal and fincerity the 
caufe of the French monarch. he King of Navarre, the duke of Britanny, the 
count de Bar were in the fame interefts; and on the fide of Germany, the King 
of Bohemia, the palatine, the dukes of Lorraine and Auftria, the bifhop of Liege, 
the counts de Deuxpont, Vaudemont, and Geneva. The allies of Edward were in 
themfelves weaker ; and having no other object, but his money, which began to 
be exhaufted, they were very flow in their motions and very irrefolute in their 
meafures. The duke of Brabant, the moft powerful among them, feemed even 
‘nclined to withdraw himfelf wholly from the alliance ; and the King was necef- 
fitated, both to give the Brabanters new privileges in trade, and to contract his 
fon Edward with the daughter of that prince, ere he could bring him to fulfill 
his engagements. The fummer was wafted in conferences and negotiations be- 
fore Edward could lead his armies intothe field; and he was obliged, in order to 
allure his German allies into his meafures, to pretend that the firft attack fhould 
be made upon Cambray, a city of the empire which had been garrifoned by Phi- 
lip *. But finding by a nearer infpeétion the difficulty of the enterprize upon 
this place, he conduéted them towards the frontiers of France ; and he there found, 
by a fenfible proof, the vanity of his expectations: The count de Namur, and ° 
even the count de Hainault, his brother-in-law (for the old count was dead) re+ 


* Froiflart, liv. 1, chap, 39. Heming. p. 305. 


fufed 








Btw W A. R-D | HF 175 


Fufed to commence hoftilities againft their liege lord, and retired with all their Chap. XV.. 


troops *, So little account did they make of Edward’s pretenfions to the crown: 
of France ! 
Tuer King however entered the enemy’s country, and encamped on the fields W 


of Vironfofle near Capelle, with an army of near 50,000 men, compoled almoft France. 


entirely of foreigners:. Philip came within fight of him with an army of near 
double his force, compofed chiefly of native fubjects; and it was daily expected , 
that a battle would have enfued. But the Englifh monarch was averfe to engage 
againit fo great an inequality : The French thoaght it fuficient if he eluded the 
attacks of his enemy, without running any unneceflary hazard. The two armies 
faced one another for fome days: Mutual defiances were fent : And Edward, at 
laft, retired backwards into Flanders, and difperfed his army T. 

Sucu was the fruitlefs and almoft ridiculous conclufion of all Edward’s mighty 
preparations; and as his meafures were the moft prudent, that could be embraced 
in his fituation, he might learn from experience in what a hope'efs enterprize he 
was engaged. His expences, tho’ they had led to no end, had been confuming. 
and deftructive : He had contracted near 300,0co pounds of debt 3 he had an- 
ticipated all his revenue; he had pawned every thing of value, which belonged 
either to himfelf or his queen; he was obliged in fome meafure even to pawn 
himfelf to his creditors, by defiring their permiTion to go over to England, in 
order to procure fupply, and by promifing. on his word of honour to return in 
perfon, if he did not remit them their money. 


Bur he was a prince of too much fpirit to be difcouraged by the firft difficul- 
ties of an undertaking; and he was anxious to retrieve his honour by more fuc- 
cefsful and more gallant enterprizes. For this purpofe, he had, during the courfe’ 
of the campaign, fent orders to fummon a parliament by his fon Edward, whom: 
he had left with the title of guardian, and to demand of them fome fupply in his 
urgent neceffitics. The barons feemed inclined to grant his requeft ; but the 
knights, who often, at this time, acted as a feparate body from the burgeffes, 
made fome fcruple of taxing their conftituents, without afking their confent; and 
they defired the guardian to f{ummon a new parlament, who might be properly 
empowered for that purpofe. The fituation of the King and parliament was, for 
the time,. nearly fimilar to that which they conflantly fell into about the begin- 
ning of the laft century; and fimilar confequences began vifibly to appear. The 
King, fenfible of the frequent demands which he would be obliged to make on his 


people, had been anxious to enfure to-his friends a feat in-the houfe of commons, 
° 

* Proiffart, liv. 1. chap. 39. + Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 41, 42, 43. Heming. py 307: 

Walfing. p. 143. t, Cotton’s Abridg. p, 17. 
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. and at his inftigation, the fheriffs and other placemen had made intereft to be elected 


‘nto that affembly ; an abufe which the knights defired the King to correct by 


the tenor of his writ of fummons, and- which was accordingly remedied. On 
the other hand, the knights profeffedly annexed conditions to their intended 


grant, and required a confiderable retrenchment of the royal prerogatives, particular- 
ly with regard to purveyance, and the levying the antient feudal aids for knighting 
the King’s eldeft fon, and marrying his eldeft daughter. The new parliament, called 
by the Guardian, retained the fame free {pirit 5 and tho’ they offered a large fupply 
of 30,000 facks of wool, no bufinefs was concluded; becaufe the conditions, which 
they annexed appeared too high to be compenfated by a temporary conceffion. But 
when Edward himfelf came over to England, he fammoned another parliament, 
and he had the intereft to procure a fupply on more moderate terms. A confirmation 
of the two charters and of the privileges of boroughs, a pardon for old debts and 
trefpafles, and a remedy for fome abufes in the execution of common law, were 
the chief conditions infifted on; and the King in return for his conceffions on 
thefe heads, obtained from the barons and knights an unufual grant for two years 
of the ninth fheaf, lamb, and feece on their eftates, and from the burgeffes, a 
ninth of their moveab'es at their true value. The whole parliament alfo granted 
a duty of forty fhillings on each fack of wool exported, on each three hundred - 
wool-fells, and on each lait of leather for the fame term of years; but dreading 
the arbitrary fpirit of the crown, they exprefsly declared, that this grant was to- 
continue no longer, and was not to be drawn into precedent. Being foon after 
fenfible, that this fupply; tho? confiderable and very unufual in that age, would 
come in flowly, and would not anfwer the King’s urgent neceflities, both from his 
patt debts, and his preparations for war ; they agreed, that 20,000 facks of wool 
fhould immediately be granted him, and their value be deducted from the ninths, 
which were afterwards to be levied. | 4 
But there appeared, at this time, another jealoufy in the parliament, which 
was very reafonable, and was founded on a fentiment that ought to have engaged 
them rather to check than fupport the King in all thofe ambitious projects, fo 
little likely to prove fuccefsful, and fo dangerous to the nation, if they did. ‘Ed- 
ward, who, before the commencement of the former campaign, had, in feveral 
commiffions, affumed the title of King of France, now more openly, in all pub- 
lic deeds, gave himfelf that appellation, and always quartered the arms of France 
with thofe of England in all his feals and enfigns: ‘The parliament thought pro- 
per to obviate the confequences of this meafure, and to declare, that they owed 
bim no obedience as King of France, and that the two kingdoms mutt forever 
| remam 
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remain diftiné and independant *. They undoubtedly forefaw, that France, if Chap. XV. 
fubdued, would inthe end prove the feat of government ; and they deemed 


this previous proteftation necefiary, in order to prevent their becoming a pro- 


vince under that monarchy. A very frail fecurity, if the event had really taken 
place ! | 


As Philip was apprized, from the preparations, which were making both in 
Engiand and the low countries, that he muft expect another invafion from Ed- 
ward, he fitted out a great fleet of 400 veflels, manned with 40,000 meh; and ooh 
he ftationed them off Sluife, with a view of intercepting the King in his paffage, ~ H 
The Englith navy was much inferior in number, confifting only of 240 thips , 
but whether it was by the fuperior abilities of Edward, or the greater dexterity 
of his feamen, they gained the wind of. the enemy, and had the fun in their 
backs; and with thefe advantages began the aétion.. The battle was fierce and 
bloody: The Englifh archers, whofe force and addrefs, were now much cele- 
brated, galled the French on their approach: And when the fhips grappled to- 
gether, and the conteft became more {teady and furious, the example of the 
King, and of fo many gallant nobles, who accompanied him, animated to fuch 
a degree the feamen and foldiery, that they maintained every where a fuperiority 
over-the enemy. ‘Ihe French alfo. had been guilty of fome imprudence 
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iae in {] a- 
tioning themfelves fo near the coaft.of Flanders, and choofing that place for the 


fcene of action. The Flemings, defcrying the battle, hurried out of their ports, 
and brought a re-inforcement to the Englifh; which, coming unexpectedly, 
a greater effect than in proportion to its power and numbers. . Two hundred and 
thirty French fhips were taken: Thirty thoufand Frenchmen were killed, with 
two of their admirals: The lofs of the Englifh was inconfiderable, compared to 
the greatnefs and importance of the victory +. None of Philip’s courtiers, it is 
faid, dared. to inform him of the event; till his fool or jefter gave him a hint, 
by which he difcovered the lofs that he had fuftained. {. 


Gna WA 


Tue luftre of this great fuccefs added to the King’s authority. among his allies, 
who afiembled their forces with expedition, and joined-the Englifh army... Ed 
vard. marched to the frontiers of France at the head of 100,000. men, confifting 
chiefly of foreigners, a more numerous army than, either before or’ fince,. has 
ever been commanded by any King of England §. At the fame ttme, the Flem- 
ings, to the amount of 50,000 men, marched out under'the command of Robert 


d’Artois, and laid fiege to St. Omer; but this tumultuous force, compofed en- 


* a4 Edward ITT, + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 51. Aveibury, p. 56. Hemiag. py 321. 
{+ Walfing. p. 148, § Rymer, vol. 5. p. 107. 
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Chap. XV. tirely of tradefmen, unexperienced in war, was routed by a fally of the gar- 


340. 


rifon, and notwithftanding the abilities of their leader, was thrown into fuch a 
panic, that-they were inftantly difperfed, and never after appeared in the field. 
The enterprizes of Edward, tho’ not attended with fo inglorious an iffue, proved 
equally vain and fruitlefs. The King of France had affembled an army more 
numerous than the Englifh; was accompanied with ail the chief nobility of his. 
kingdom; was attended by many foreign princes, and even by three monarchs, 
the Kings of Bohemia, Scotland and Navarre * : Yet he ftill adhered to the pru- 
dent refolution of putting nothing to hazard, and after throwing ftrong garrifons 
“ato all the frontier towns, he retired backwards, perfuaded, that the enemy, hav- 
ing watted their force in fome tedious ‘and unfuccefeful enterprize, would afford 
him an eafy victory. 


Tournay was at that time one of the moft confiderable cities of Flanders, 
containing above 6c,000 inhabitants of all ages, who were affectionate to the 
French government ; and as the fecret of Edward's defigns had not been ftrictly 


kept, Philip learned, that the Englifh, in order to oratify their Flemifh allies, 


had intended to open the campaign with the fiege of this place: He took care 
therefore to fupply it with a garrifon of 14,000 men, commanded by the braveft 
nobility of France ; and he reafonably expected, that thefe forces, joined to the 


inhabitants, would be able to defend the city againft all the efforts of the enemy.. 


Accordingly, Edward, when he commenced the fiege, about the end of July,. 
found ‘every where an obftinate refiftance: The valour of the one fide was. en- 


‘countered with equal valour by the other: Every affault was repulfed and proved 
unfuccefsful: And the King was at laft obliged to turn the fiege into a blockade,,. 


in hopes, that the great numbers of the garrifon and inhabitants, which had 
enabled them ‘to defend themfelves againft his attacks, would but expofe them 


to ‘be the more eafily reduced by famine +. ‘The count d’Eu, the governor, as. 
foon as he perceived that the Englifh had formed this plan of operations, endea- 
voured to fpare his provifions, by expelling all the ufelefs mouths; and the 
duke of Brabant, who wifhed no. fuccefs to. Edward’s enterprize, gave every one: — 


a free. paffage thro” his quarters. 


Arter the fiege had continued ten weeks, the city was reduced to: diftrefs s. 
and Philip, recalling all his fcattered garrifons, advanced at the head of a mighty 
army within three leagues of the Englifh camp, with an intention of ftill avoid- 
ing any decifive a€tion, but of feeking fome opportunity to.throw relief into the: 
place. Here, Edward, irritated with the fmall progrefs which he had hitherto made,. 


Se * Froiffart, liv. 1.chap.57, Froiflart, liv. 1. chap. 54.. 
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and with the difagreeable profpect that Jay before him, fent Philip a defiance by a 
herald; and challenged him to decide their claims for the crown of France, either by 
fingle combat, or by an action of a hundred agalatt a hundred, or by ageneral engage- 
ment. But Philip replied, that Edward having done homage to him for his dutchy of 
Guienne, and having folemnly acknowledged his fuperiority, it by no means became 
him to fend a defiance to his liege Jord and fovereign: hat he was confident, 
notwithftanding all his. preparations, and his conjunction with the rebellious 
Flemings, to be able foon to chace him from the frontiers of France: That as Ed- 
ward’s hoftilities had prevented him from executing his purpofed croifade againkt 
the infidels, he trufted in the affiftance of the Almighty, who would reward his 
pious intentions, and punith the aggreffor, whofe il! grounded claims had rendered 
them ineffeétual: That Edward propofed a duel on very unequal terms, and 
offered to hazard only his own perfon, againft both the kingdom of France, and 
the perfon of the King: But that if he would encreafe the ftake, and put .alfo 
the kingdom of England on the iffueiof the duel, he would, notwithftanding that 
the terms would {till be unequal, very willingly accept of his challenge *. It 
was eafy to fee that thefe mutual bravadoes were intended only to dazle the popu- 
lace, and that the two kings were too wife to think of executing their pretended 
purpofe. 

Waite the French and Englifh armies lay in this fituation, and.a general ac- 
tion was every day expected, Jane countefs dowager of Hainault interpofed with 
her good offices, and endeavoured to conciliate peace between the contending mo- 
narchs, and to prevent any farther effufion of blood, This princefs was mother 
in-law to Edward, and fifter to Philip ; and tho’ fhe had taken the vows in a con- 
vent, and had abandoned the world, the left her retreat on -this Occafion, and 
employed all her pious efforts to allay thofe animofities, which had taken place 
between perfons fo nearly related to her, and to each other. As Philip had no ma- 
terial claims upon his antagonift, fhe found him to hearken very willingly to the 
propofals ; and even the haughty and ambitious mind of Edward, convinced of 
his fruitlefs attempt, was not .averfe to her negociation. He was fenfible from 
experience, that he had engaged in an enterprize which far exceeded his force ; 
and that the power of England was never likely to prevail over that of a fuperior 


kingdom, firmly united under.an able and prudent monarch. He difcovered, that all 


the allies, whom he could gain by negotiation,-were at bottom aver{e to his enter- 
prize; and tho’ they might fecond it to a certain length, would immediately detach 
themfelves, and oppofe its final accomplifhment, if ever they could be brought to 


* Du Tillet, Recueil’ de Traitez, &c. Heming. p. 325, 326. Walfing. p. 149. 
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Chap. XV. think, that there was ferioufly any danger of it. He even faw, that their chief 
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purpofe was. to obtain moncy from him ; and as his fupplies from England came 
in very flowly, and had much difappointed his expectations, he was convinced of 
their growing indifference in his caufe, and of their zeal to embrace all plaufible 
terms of accommodation. Convinced at laft, that an undertaking muft be im- 
prudent, which could only be fupported by means fo unequal to the end, he con- 
cluded a truce, which left both parties in pofieffion of their prefent acquifitions, 
and ftopped all farther hoftilities on the fide of the low countries, Guienne and 
Scotland, till Midfummer next *, A negotiation was foon after opened at Arras, 
under the mediation of the Pope’s legates, and the truce was attempted to be 
converted intoa folid peace. Edward here required that Philip fhould free Gui- 
enne from all claims of fuperiority, and entirely abandon the protection of Scot 
land: But as he feemed not any wife entitled to make fuch exorbitant demands» 
from either his. paft fucceffes, or future profpects, they were rotally rejected by Phi 
lip, who agreed only to a prolongation of the truce: 

Tue King of France foon after detached the emperor Lewis from the alliance 
of England, and: engaged him to revoke the title of imperial vicar, which he: 
had conferred on Edward +. The King’s other allies on the frontiers of France;. 
difappointed in their hopes, gradually withdrew from the confederacy. And Ed- 
ward himfelf, harraffed by his numerous and. impatient creditors, was obliged to: 
make his efcape by ftealth into England: | 


Domeftic aif-’ Tue unvufual impofition of a ninth fheaf, lamb and fleece, Iaid on by the par- 


turbances. 


liament,. together with the great want of money, and ftill more, of credit in Eng- 
land, had rendered the remittances to Flanders fo backward; nor could it be ex- 
pected, that any expeditious methods of colleéting a tax, which was fo new in. 


it(elf,, and which yielded only a gradual produce, could poffib! 


y be contrived by 
the King or his minifters, And:th 


o’ the parliament, forefeeing the inconvenience, 


had granted, asa prefent refource, 20,000 facks of wool, the only Englith goods. 


which bore a certain price in foreign markets, and were the next to ready money 3. 
it was impollible, but the feizing of fuch a bulky commodity, the gathering of it 
from different parts of the kingdom, and the difpofing of it abroad, muft take up. 
much more time than the urgency of theKing’s aff. irs would permit, and occafion all 
the difappointments complained of, during thé courfe of the campaign. But tho’ 
nothing had happened, which Edward might not reafonably have forefeen, he. 


was fo irritated with the unfortunate iffue of his military operations, and fo much 


* Froiffart, liv.1.chap.64.. Avefbury, p. 65. + Heming. p. 352. Ypod, Neuft. p. 514. 
Knyghton, p. 25 80.. | | | 
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vexed and affronted by his foreign creditors, that he was determined to throw 
the blame fomewhere off himfelf, and he came in very bad humour into Ene 
land. _ He difcovered his prefent difpofition by the firft at which he performed 
after his arrival: As he landed unexpectedly, he found the Tower fomewhat un- 
guarded ; and he immediately committed to prifon the conftable and all others 
who had the charge of that fortrefs ; and he treated them with unufual rigour *, 
His vengeance fel! next on the officers of the revenue, the fheriffs, the collectors 
of taxes, the undertakers of all kinds; and befides turning all of them out of 
their offices, he appointed commiffioners to enquire into their condué ; and thefe 
men, in order to gratify the King’s humour, were fure not to find any perfon in- 
nocent, who came before them +. Sir John St. Paul, keeper of the privy feal, 
Sir John Stonore, lord chief juftice, Andrew Aubrey, mayor of London, were 
difplaced and imprifoned ; as were alfo the bifhop of Chichefter, chancellor, and 
the bifhop of Lichfield, treafurer. Stratford, archbifhop of Canterbury, .on 
whom the charge of collecting the new taxes had been chiefly laid; fell likewife 
under the King’s difpleafure; but being abfent at the time of Edward’s firft ar- 
rival, he efcaped feeling the immediate effeéts of it. ; 


Tuere were {trong reafons, which might difcourage the Kings of England, 
in thofe ages, from’ beftowing the chief offices of the crown on prelates and other 
ecclefiaftical perfons, Thefe men had fo entrenched themfelves in privileges and 
immunities, and pretended fo openly to’ be exempt from all fecular jurifdition, 
that ho civil penalty could be inflicted on them for any malverfation in office ; 
and as even treafon itfelf was declared to be no canonical offence, nor was allow- 
ed to be a fufficient reafon for deprivation or other fpiritual cenfures, that order 
of men had enfured to themfelves almoft a total impunity, and were not bound 
by any political laws or ftatutes. But, on the other hand, there were many pecu- 
liar caufes which favoured their promotion. — Befides that they poffeffed almoft 


all the learning of the age, and. were beft qualified for civil employments ; the 


prelates enjoyed equal dignity with the greateft barons, and gave weight, by their 
. perfonal authority, to the powers entrufted with them: While, at the fame time, 
they endangered not the crown by accumulating wealth or influence in their fa- 
milies, and- were reftrained, by the decency of their charaéter, from that open 
rapine and violence, fo often praétifed by the nobles. _Thefe motives had induc= 
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ed Edward, as well as many of his predeceffors, to entruft the chief parts of his 


government in the hands of ecclefiaftics ; at the hazard of feeing them difown 
his authority fo foon as it was turned againft them. 


* Ypod,, Neuf. p. 513. > Avetbury, p. 70,. Heming, p.326. Walfingham, p. 150. 
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Tris was the cafe with archbifhop Stratford. That prelate, informed of Ed- 
ward’s indignation againft him, prepared himfelf for the ftorm ; and not content 
with ftanding upon the defenfive, he refolved, by beginning the attack, to fhow 
the Kine, that he knew. the privileges of his charaéter, and had courage to 


a] f 
maintain them. He iffued a general fentence of excommunication againft all, 


who, on any pretext, exercifed violence on the perfon or goods of clergymen; - 


who infringed thofe privileges fecured by the great charter, and by the ecclefi- 
attical canons 3 of who accufed a prelate of treafon or any other crime, in order 
to bring him under the King’s difpleafure *. Even Edward had reafon to think 
himfelf ftruck at by this fentence s both on account of the imprifonment of the 
two bifhops and: that of other clergymen concerned in levying the taxes, and 
on account of his feizing their lands and moveables, that he might make them 
an{werable for any Ballance, which remained in their hands. The clergy, with 
the primate at their head, were now formned.into a regular combination againft 


the King and many calumnies were fpread againft him, in order 'to deprive him | 


of the confidence and affections of ‘his pecple ; that he intetided ‘to recal ‘the gé- 
neral pardon, and the remiffion of old debts which he had ‘granted, and to ims 
pofe new and arbitrary taxes without confent of parliament... The archbifhop 
went fo far, in a letter to the King himfelf, ‘as to tell him, that ‘there were two 
powers, by which the world was, governed, the holy pontifical apoftolic @igni- 
ty, and the royal fabordinate authority : That of thefe two powers, | the ‘clerical 


was evidently the fupreme, fince the priefts were to anfwer, at the tribunal of the 


divine judgment, for the conduct of kings themfelves: That the clergy were the 
fpiritual fathers of all the faithful, and amongft others of kings and iprinces s and 
were intitled, by a heavenly charter, to dire& their wills and actions, and to 
cenfure their tranfgreffions: And that prelates had heretofore cited emperors be- 


fore their tribunal, had tried their life and behaviour, and had angthematized . 
them for their obftinate offences +. Thefe topics were ‘not well caleulated’to ap- 


peafe. Edward’s indignation 5 and when he called -a ‘parliament, he fent not to the 


primate, as to the other peers, a furnmons to appear in it. » Stratford was not dif. 
couraged with this mark of neglect or anger: He appeared before the gates, ar-_ 


rayed in his pontifical robes, holding the crofier in his hand, ‘and attended with 
a pompous train of pricfts and prelates ; and ‘he required admittance to his feat 
as the firft and higheft peer of the realm. For two days, the King denied him 


entrance: But either fenfible, that this affair might be attended with dangerous 
confequences, or that in his impatience he had groundlefily acenfed ‘the primate 


* Teming. p. 339. Ang. Sacra, vol. 1. p, 21, 22. Walfingham, p. 153. + Anglia 
Sacra, vol. 1. p. 27: , 
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of malverfation in his office, which feems really to have been the cafe; heat laft Chap. X¥. 


permitted him to take his feat, and was reconciled to him F 


Epwarp now found himfelf in a very bad fituation both with his own people 
and with foreign ftates ; and it required all his genius and capacity to extricate 
himfelf from fuch multiplied difficulties ‘and embarraffments. His unjuft and ex- 
orbitant claims on France and Scotland had engaged him in an implacable war 
with thefe two kingdoms, his: neared neighbours : He had loft almott all his fo- 
reign alliances by his irregular payments: He was deeply involved in debts, for 


which he owed a confuming intereft : His military operations had vanifhed into 


fmoke; and except*his naval victory, noneé‘of them had been attended even with 
glory or renown, ‘either! to himélf or to the nation : The animofity between him 
and the clergy was open and declared : The people were difcontented on account 
of many arbitrary meafures, in which he had been engaged : And what was more 
dangerous, the nobility, taking advantage. of his prefent neceffities, were deter- 
mined to retrench, bis pawer,»and by encroaching on the antient prerogatives of 
the crown, to acquire \to themfelves independance: and authority... But the afpir- 
ing, genius of Edward, which had {0 far traniported him beyond the bounds of 
difcretion, proved at Jaft fufficient to re-inftate himin his former authority, and 
finally to. render his reign the moft triumphant which is to. be met with in En- 
glith ftory : Tho’ for the prefent he was obliged, with fome Jofs of honour, to 
yield to the current, jwhich boredo ftrongly againft him. 

Tue. parliament framed an.act, which was likely to produce confiderable jnno- 
vations inthe government, They premifed, that, whereas the great charter had, 
to the manifeft- peril and Qander of the King and damage of his people, been 
violated in many’ points, ‘particularly bythe imprifonment of free men and the 
feizure oftheir goods, without fuit, *indiétment or trial, it was neceflary to con- 
firm it anew, and. to oblige vall- the: chief officers of the law, together with the 
fteward.and chamberlain. of the houfhold, :the keeper of the privy feal, the con- 
troller and. treafurer of ithe wardrobe, and “thofe’ who were entrufted with ‘the 
-education-of the young, prince, to. {wear to the regular obfervance of it. They alfo 
remarked, that the peers of thetealm.had formerly been arrefted and imprifoned, 
and difpofieffed of their temporalities and lands, and even fome of them put to 
~ death, without judement ‘of ‘their peets $ and they therefore enacted that fuch 
violences fhould henceforth café, and no peer be punifhed but by the award of 
his peers in parliament, They. required, that, whenever any of the great offices 


abovementioned fhould. become wacant, the .King fhould All it by the advice or 


* Anglia Sacra, vol, or. P» 32,39, 40, 41, 
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his council, and the confent of other great men, who-fhould at that time'be found 


to refide in the neighbourhood ofthe court. And they enacted, that onthe third ~ 


day of every fefion, the King fhould refume ‘nto his own hands all thefe offices. 
except thofe of juftices of the two benches and the barons of exchequer 5 that 
chefe minifters fhould for the time be reduced to private perfons ; that they fhould 
“1 that condition anfwer before the parliament to any accufations brought againf 
them ; and that, if they were found any wife guilty, they fhould finally be difpof- 
(effed of their offices, and more fufficient perfons be fubftituted in their place *. 
By thefe laft regulations, the barons approached as near as they dared to thofe re- 
friéions, which had formerly been impofed on Henry Il. and Edward IIL. and 


which, from the dangerous confequences attending them, had become fo gene= 
rally odious, that they neither expected to have the concurrence of the people in 


demanding them, nor the affent of the prefent King in eranting them. 


In return for thefe important conceffions, the parhament profered the King @ 
grant of 20,000 facks of wool ; and his wants were fo urgent from the clamouts 


of his creditors, and the demands of his foreign allies, that he was. obliged to ! 
accept of the fupply on thefe hard conditions. He ratified this ftatute in full _ 


parliament, but he /ecretly entered _a proteft of fuch a nature as was fufficient, 
‘one fhould imagine, to deftroy for the future all ‘truft_ and confidence with his 
people: He declared, that, fo foon as his convenience permitted, he wot Id, fro 

his own authority, revoke what had been extorted from him‘. “Accordingly, 
he was no fooner: poflefied of the parliamentary fupply, than he ifued an edict, 
which contains many extraordinary pofitions and pretenfions. He firft afferts; that 
that ftatute had been enacted contrary to the law; as if a free legiflative body 
could ever do any thing illegal. He next afarms, that, as it was hurtful, to the 
prerogatives of the crown which he was fworn to defend, he had only diffembled, 





_awhen’ he feemed to ratify it, but that he had never in his own breaft given his _ 


aflent to it. He does not pretend, that either he-or the parliament lay under any 
force; but only that fome snconvenience would have enfued had he not feeming- 


Ty given. his afient to that pretended fratute. He therefore, with: the advice of see 
his council and of fome,.earls and barons, abrogates and annulls:it!; and tho’ he - 


profefies himfelf willing and determined to obferve fuch articles: of 1t1as were 
formerly law, he declares it to have thenceforth no force or authority T. The 


parliaments, who were: afterwards affembled, took no notice of this arbitrary ¢%- 


* 19 Edw. We +f Statutes at large: 15 Edw. Til. That this protett of the King’s was Je- 
cret appears evidently; fince otherwile it would ‘have Been -fidiéulous in the ‘parliament to have accept” 
ed of his affent: Befides the King owns that he diffembled, which would not have been the cales hat 
nis proteft been public. >. qp)Statutes at large, 15 Edw. IIk. 
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ertion of royal power, which by a parity of reafon left all their laws at the mercy 
of the King; and during the courfe of two years, Edward had fo far re-eftab- 
lifhed his influence, and freed himfelf from his prefent neceffities, that he then 
obtained from his parliament a legal repeal of the obnoxious ftatute*. This 
tranfaction certainly contains remarkable circumftances, which difcover the man- 
ners and fentiments of the age, and may prove what inaccurate work might be 
expected from fuch rude hands, when employed in legiflation, and in rearing the 
delicate fabric of laws and a conftitution. 


But tho’ Edward had happily recovered his authority at home, which had 
been impaired by the events of the French war, he had undergone fo many mor- 
tifications from that attempt, and faw fo little profped of fuccefs, that he would 
probably have dropt his claim, had not a revolution in Brittany opened to him 


more promifing views, and given his enterprizing genius a full opportunity of 
difplaying itfelf. 





Chap. XV. 
1341. 


Joun III. duke of Brittany, had, fome years before his death, found himfelf ,guirs of 
declining thro’ age and infirmities; and having no iffue, he was folicitous to pre- Brittany. 


vent thofe diforders, to which, on the event of his deceafe, a difputed fucceffion 
might expofe his fubjects. His younger brother, the count de Penthievre, had left 
only one daughter, whom the duke deemed his heir ; andas his family had inherited 
the dutchy by a female fucceffion, he thought her title preferable to that of the 
count de Mountfort, who, being his brother by a fecond marriage, was the male 
heir of that principality t. He accordingly propofed to beftow her in marriage 
on fome perfon, who might be able to defend her rights ; and he caft his eye on 
Charles de Blois, nephew of the King of France, by his mother, Margaret de 
Valois, fifter to that monarch. But as he both loved his fubjeéts and was belov- 


ed by them, he determined not to take this important ftep without their appro-_— 


bation ; and having aflembled the ftates of Brittany, he reprefented to them the 
advantages of that alliance, and the profpect, which it gave, of an entire {ettle- 
ment of his fucceffion, The Bretons willingly concurred in his choice: The mar- 
riage was concluded: All his vaffals, and among the reft, the count de Mount- 


fort, {wore fealty to Charles and to his fpoufe as to their future fovereigns: And. 


every danger of civil commotions feemed to be obviated, as far as human pru- 
dence could provide a remedy againft them. 

But on the death of this good prince, the ambition of the count de Mountfort 
broke thro’ all thefe regulations, and kindled a war, not only dangerous to Brit- 
tany, but toa great part of Europe. While Charles de Blois was folliciting at 


* Cotton’s Abridgm. p. 38, 39. + Froiffact, liv, 1. chap. 64. 
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the court of France the inveftiture of the dutchy, Mountfort was active in ac- 
quiring immediate poffeffion of it, and by force or intrigue he made himfelf maf- 
ter of Rennes, Nantz, Brett, Hennebonne, and all the mofl important for- 
trefies, and engaged many confiderable barons to acknowledge his authority *. 
Senfible, that he could expect no favour from Philip, he made a voyage to Eng- 
land, on pretence of folliciting his claim to the earldom of Richmond, which had 
devolved to him by his brother's death ; and offering to do homage to Edward, 
as King of France, for the dutchy of Brittany, he propofed a ftrict alliance for the 
fupport of each other's pretenfions. Edward faw immediately the advantages at- 
tending this treaty : Mountfort, an active and valiant prince, clofely united to 
him by intereft, opened at once an entrance into the heart of France, and afford- 
ed him much more flattering views, than his allies on the fide of Germany and 
the Low Countries, who had no fincere attachment to his caufe, and whofe pro- 
erefs was alfo obftruéted by thofe numerous fortifications, which had been raifed 
on that frontier. Robert d’ Artois was zealous in inforcing thefe confiderations : 
The ambitious fpirit of Edward was little difpofed to fit down under thofe re- 


the war with pulfes, which he had received, and which, he thought, had fo much injured his 


France. 


4342. 


reputation : And it required a very fhort negotiation to conclude a treaty of al- 
liance between two men; who, tho’ their pleas with regard to the preference of 
male or fema'e fucceflion were directly oppofite, were intimately connected by 
their common interefts Wigs? Pe 
As this treaty was {till a fecret, Mountfort, on his return, ventured to appear at 
Paris, in order to defend his caufe before the court of peers; but obferving Philip 
and his judges to be prepoflefied againft his title, and dreading their intentions of 
arrefting him, till he fhould reftore what he had feized by violence, he fuddenly 
made his efcape ; and war immediately broke out between him and Charles de 
Blois ¢. _ Philip fent his eldeft fon, the duke of Normandy, with a powerful ar- 
my to the afliftance of the latter 5 and Mountfort, unable to keep the field againft 
his rival, remained in the city of Nantz, where he was befieged. ‘The city was 
taken by the treachery of the inhabitants: Mountfort fell into the hands of his 
enemies; was conducted as a prifoner to Paris ; and was fhut up in the tower 
of the Louvre§. | Sees 


Tris event feemed to putan end to the pretenfions of the count de Mountfort s 
but his affairs were immediately retrieved by an unexpected incident, which infpired 
new life and vigour into his party. Jane of F landers, countefs of Mountfort, the 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 65, 66, 67, 68. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 69. 
+ Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 70, 71. pie § Froiffart, liv. chap. 73. 
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moft extraordinary woman of that age, was rouzed, by the captivity of her huf- Chap. XV. 


band, from thofe domeftic cares, to which fhe had hitherto limited her genius , 
and fhe courageoufly undertook to fupport the falling fortunes of her family. No 
fooner did the receive the fatal intelligence, than fhe affembled the inhabitants of 
Rennes, where fhe then refided ; and carrying her infant fon im her arms, de- 
plored to them the calamity of their fovereign, and recommended to their care 
the illuftrious orphan, the fole male remaining of their antient princes, who had 
governed them with fuch indulgence and lenity, and to whom they had ever pro- 
feffed fuch a zealous attachment: She declared herfelf willing to run all hazards 
with them in fo juft a caufe; difcovered the refources which ftill remained in the 
alliance of England; and entreated them to make one effort againft an ufurper, 
who, being impofed on them by the arms of France, would in return make a 
facrifice to his protector of the antient liberties of Brittany. . The audience, mov- 
ed by the affecting appearance, and infpirited by the noble conduct of the prin- 
cefs, vowed to live and die with her in defending the rights of her family: All 
the other fortreffes of Brittany embraced the fame refolution: The countefs 
went from place to place, encouraging the garrifons, providing them with every 
neceflary for fubfiftance, concerting their plans of defence ; and after fhe had put 
the whole province in a proper pofture, fhe fhut herfelf up in Hennebonne, 
where fhe waited with impatience the arrival of thofe fuccours, which Edward 
had promifed her. Mean while, fhe fent over her fon to England, both that fhe 
might put him in a place of fafety, and engage the King more flrongly, by fuch 
a pledge, to embrace with zeal the interefts of her family. 

CHARLES DE Biots, anxious to make himfelf mafter of fo important a for- 
trefs as Hennebonne, and ftill more to take the countefs prifoner, from whofe 
vigour and capacity all the difficulties to his fucceffion in Brittany now proceed= 
ed, fat down before the place with a great army, compofed of French, Spaniards, 
Genoefe, and fome Bretons; and he conducted the attack with indefatigable in- 
duftry*: The defence was no lefs vigorous: The befiegers were repulfed in 
every aflault: Frequent fallies were made with fuccefs by the garrifon: And the 
countefs herfelf being the moft forward in all military operations, every one was 
afhamed not to do his duty to the utmoft in this defperate fituation. One day 
fhe perceived, that the befiegers, entirely employed inan attack, had neglected a 
diftant quarter of their camp; and fhe immediately fallied forth at the head of a 
body of 200 cavalry, threw them intoconfufion, committed great flaughter upon 
them, and fet fire to their tents, baggage and magazines: But when fhe was 
about to return, fhe found that fhe was intercepted, and that a great body of the 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. $1. 
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enemy had thrown themfelves between her and the gates. She inftantly took 


her refolution; fhe ordered her men to difband, and to make the beft of their way 


by flight to Breft. She met them at' the appointed place of rendezvous, collect- 
ed another body of 500 horfe, returned to Hennebonne, broke unexpectedly 
thro’? the enemies camp, and was received with fhouts and acclamations by the gar- 
rifon, who, encouraged by this reinforcement, and by fo rare an example of fer 
male valour, determined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. 


Tue peiterated attacks, however, of the befiegers, had at length made feveral 
breaches in the walls; and it was apprehended, that a general affault, which was 
every hour expected, would overpower the gartifon, diminifhed in their numbers, 
and extremely weakened with watching and fatigue. It became neceflary to 
treat of a capitulation; and the bifhop of Leon was already engaged, for that 
purpofe, in a conference with Charles de Blois, when the countefs, who had 
mounted on a high tower, and was looking towards the fea with great impati- 
ence, deferied fome fails at a diftance. She immediately exclaimed: Behold the 
fuccours! the Englifa fuccours! No capitulation*! This fleet carried a body of 
Englith genfdarmes, and fix thoufand archers, whom Edward had prepared for 
the relief of Hennebonne, but who had been long detained by contrary winds. 


_ They entered the harbour under the command of Sir Walter Manny, one of the 


— te 


braveft captains of England ; and having infpired frefh courage into the garri- 
fon, immediately fallied forth, beat the befiegers from all their pofts, and oblig- 
ed them to decamp. 

Bur notwithftanding this fuccefs, the countefs of Mountfort found that her 
party, overpowered by fuperior numbers, were declining in every quarter 5 and 
fhe went over to follicit more effectual fuccours from the King of England. Ed- 
ward granted her a confiderable reinforcement under Robert d’Artois ; who em- 
barked his troops on board a fleet of forty five fhips and failed to Brittany. He 
was met in his paflage by the enemys an action enfued, where the countefs be- 
haved with her wonted valour, and charged the enemy fword in hand; but the 
fleets, after a fharp action, were feparated by a ftorm, and the Englifh arrived 
fafely in Brittany. The firft exploit of Robert d’Artois was the taking of Van- 
nes, which he mattered by conduct and addrefs +: But he furvived a very little 
time this profperity. The Breton noblemen of the party of Charles aflembled 
fecretly in arms, attacked Vannes of a fudden, and carried the place; chiefly by 
reafon of an wound received by Robert d’ Artois, of which he foon after 
died at fea on his return to England f. | 


* Froiflart, liv. 1. chap. $1. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 93. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 94: 
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Arter the death of this unfortunate prince, the chief author of all the ca- Chap. XV. 


lamities, with which his country was overwhelmed for above a century, Ed- 
ward undertook in perfon the defence of the countefs of Mountfort; and as the 
laft truce with France was now expired, the war, which the Englifh and French 
had hitherto carried on as allies to the competitors for Brittany, is thenceforth 
conduéted in the name and under the ftandard of the two monarchs, ‘The King 
- Janded at Morbian near Vannes, with an army of 12,000 men; and being maf- 
ter of the field, where no enemy dared to appear again{t him, he endeavoured to 
give a luftre to his arms, by commencing at once three important fieges, that 
of Vannes, of Rennes, and of Nantz. But by undertaking too much, he failed 
of fuccefs in all his enterprizes. Even the fiege of Vannes, which Edward in 
perfon conducted with vigour, advanced but flowly *; and the French had all 
the leifure requifite for making preparations againft him. The duke of Nor- 
mandy, eldeft fon of Philip, appeared in Brittany at the head of an army of 


30,000 infantry and 4000 cavalry ; and Edward was now obliged to draw together 4, 


all his forces, and to entrench himfelf ftrongly before Vannes, where the duke 
of Normandy foon after arrived, and ina manner invefted the befiegers. The 
garrifon and the French camp were plentifully fupplied with provifions ; while 
the Englifh, who dared to make no attempt upon the place in the prefence of 
a fuperior army, drew all their fubfiftance from England, expofed to the hazards 
of the fea, and fometimes to thofe arifing from the fleet of the enemy. In this 
dangerous fituation, Edward very willingly hearkened to the mediation of the 
Pope’s legates, the cardinals of Paleftrine and Frefcati, who endeavoured to ne- 
gotiate, if not a peace, at leaft a truce between the two kingdoms. A treaty 
was concluded for a ceffation of arms during three years +; and Edward had the 
ability, notwithftanding his prefent dangerous fituation, to procure to himfelf very 
equal and honourable terms. It was agreed, that Vannes fhould be fequeftered, 
during the truce, in the hands of the legates, to be difpofed of afterwards as 
they pleafed ; and tho’ Edward knew the partiality of the court of Rome to- 
wards his antagonift, he faved himfelf by this devife from the difhonour of hav- 
ing undertaken a fruitlefs enterprize. It was alfo ftipulated, that all prifoners 
fhould be releafed, that the places in Brittany fhould remain in the hands of 
the prefent poffeffors, and that the allies on both fides fhould be comprehended 
in the truce t. Edward, foon after concluding this treaty, embarked with his 
army for England. 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 95. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 99. Avefbury, p. 1¢2- 
+ Heming. p. 359. | 
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Tue truce, tho’ calculated for a long time, was of very fhort duration; and 
each monarch endeavoured to throw on the other the blarne of its infra€tion. Of 
courfe, the hiftorians of the two countries differ in their account of the matter. 
It feems probable, however, as is afirined by the French writers, that Edward, 
in confenting to the truce, had no other purpofe than to extricate himfelf from 
a perilous firuation, into which he had fallen, and was afterwards very carelefs 
ofits obfervance. In all the memorials which remain on this fubject, he complains 
chiefly of the punifhment ‘nfiéted on Oliver de Cliffon, Henry de Leon, and other 
Breton noblemen, who, he fays, were partizans of the family of Mountfort, and confe- 
quently under the protection of England *. But it appears from the hiftory, that 
at the conclufion of the truce, thofe noblemen had openly, by their declarations 
and aétions, embraced the caufe of Charles de Blois. ; and if they had entered 
into any fecret correfpondence and engagements with Edward, they were traitors 
to their party, and were juftly pu nifhable by Philip and Charles, for their breach 
of faith ; nor had Edward any juft ground of complaint againft France for fuch 
feverities. But when he laid thefe pretended injuries before the parliament, whom 
he affected to confult on all occafions, that affembly entered into the quarrel, ad- 
vifed the King not to be amufed by a f-audulent truce, and granted him fupplies 
for the renewal of the war: The counties were charged with a fifteenth for two 
years, and the boroughs with a tenth. The clergy confented to give a tenth for 
three years. | 

-Turst fupplies enabled the King to complete his military preparations; and 
he fent his coufin, Henry earl of Derby, fon of the earl of Lancafter, into Gui- 
enne, for the defence of that province f. This prince, the moft accomplifhed of 


‘the Englifh court, poffefied ina high degree, the virtue of humanity as well as thofe 


of valour and condué §, and not content with protecting and cherifhing the province 
committed to his charge, he made a very fuccefsful invafion on the enemy. He 
attacked the count de Laille, the French general at Bergerac, beat him from his. 
entrenchments, and took the place. LHe reduced a great part of Perigord, and 
continually advanced in his conquefts, till the count de Laille, having collected 
an army of ten or twelve thoufand men, fat down before Auberoche, in hopes 


* Rymer, vol. §. p. 463, 44, 459, 466, 496. Heming. p. 376. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 
96. p. 100. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap..103. Avefbury, p. 121. 

§ It is reported of this prince, that, having once, before the attack of a town, promifed the fol- 
diers the plunder, one private man happened to fall upon a great cheft full of money, which he im- - 
mediately brought to the earl, as thinking it too great for himfelf to keep poffeffion of it. But Derby 
told him, that his promife did not depend on the greatnefs or (malluefs of the fum ; and bid him keep 
it all for his own ule, : 
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of recovering that place, which had fallen into the hands of the Englith, The 
earl of Derby came upon him by furprize with only a thoufand cavalry, threw 
the French into diforder, pufhed his advantages, and obtained a complete victory. 
De Laille himfelf, with many confiderable nobles, was taken prifoner *. After 
this important advantage, Derby made a rapid progrefs in fubduing the French 
‘provinces. He took Monfegur, Monpefat, Villefranche, Miremont, and Ton- 
nins, with the fortrefs of Damaffen. Aiguillon, a fortrefs deemed impregnable, 
fell into his hands from the cowardice of the governor. Angouleme was furren- 
dered after a fhort fiege. The only place, where he met with a confiderable re- 
fiftance, was Reole, which, however, was at-laft reduced after a fiege of above 
nine weeks {. Having made an attempt on Blaye, he thought it more prudent 
to raife the fiege, rather than wafte his time, before a place of {mall importance ft, 


Tue reafon why Derby was permitted without oppofition to make fuch pro- 
erefs on the fide of Guienne, was the difficulties under which the French finances 
then laboured, and which had obliged Philip to lay on new impofitions, particu- 
larly the duty on falt, to the great difcontent, and almoft mutiny of his fubje&s. 
But after the court of France was fupplied with money, great preparations were 
made; and the duke of Normandy, attended by the duke of Burgundy, and 
other great nobility, led towards Guienne a powerful army, which the Englifh 
could not think of refifting in the open field. The earl of Derby ftood on the 
defenfive, and allowed the French to carry on at leifure the fiege of Angouleme, 
which was their firft enterprize. John lord Norwich, the governor, after a brave 
and vigorous defence, found himfelf reduced to extremities ; and he was obliged 
to employ a ftratagem, in order to fave his garrifon, and to prevent his being re- 
duced to furrender at difcretion, He appeared on the walls, and defired to {peak 
with the duke of Normandy. ‘The prince, when he came, told Norwich, that 
he fuppofed he intended to capitulate. ‘* Not at all,” replied the governor: 
*¢ But as to-morrow ts the feaft of the Virgin, to whom, I know, that you, fir, as 
“* wellas myfelf, bear a great devotion, I defire a ceffation of arms for that day.” 
The propofals were agreed to; and Norwich, having ordered his forces to-prepare 


Chap. XV, 
1345. 
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all their baggage, marched out, and advanced towards the French camp. The | 


befiegers, imagining they were to be attacked, ran totheir arms; but Norwich 
fent a meflenger to the duke, reminding him of his engagement. The duke, who 
piqued himfelf on the faithful obfervance of his word, exclaimed, I /ee the gover- 
nor bas outwitted me: But let us be contented with gaining the place: And the Ene- 
lifh were allowed to pafs thro’ the camp unmolefted §. After fome other fuccef- 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 104. + Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 110. } Froiffart, liv, 1. chap, 
112. § Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 120. 
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fes, the duke of Normandy laid fiege to Aiguillon ; and as the natural ftrength 
of the fortrefs, together with a brave garrifon under the command of the earl 
of Pembroke, and fir Walter Manny, rendered it impoffible to take the place 
by affault, he propoled, after making feveral fruitlefs attacks *, to reduce it by 
famine: But before he could finifh his enterprize, he was called to another part 
of the kingdom, by one of the greateft difafters, that ever befel the French mo- 
narchy 7. | Ais . 
Epwarp, informed by the earl of Derby of the great danger, to which Gui- 
enne was expofed, had prepared a fleet and army, with which he intended in per- 
fon to bring it relief. He embarked at Southampton on board a fleet of near a 
thoufand fail of all dimenfions ; and carried with him, befides all the chief no- 
bility of England, his eldeft fon the prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age. 
The winds proved long contrary +; and the King, in defpair of arriving in time 
at Guienne, was at laft perfuaded by Geoffrey d’Harcourt, to change the defti- 
nation of his enterprize. This nobleman, was a Norman by birth, had long 
made a confiderable figure in the court of France, and was generally efteemed 
for his perfonal merit and valour; but being difobliged and perfecuted by Philip, 
he had fled over to England; had recommended himfelf to Edward, who was 
an excellent judge of men; and had fucceeded to Robert d’Artois in the invi- 
dious office of exciting and affifting the King in every enterprize againft his na- 
tive country. He had long infifted, that an expedition to Normandy promifed, 
in the prefent circumftances, much more favourable fuccefs, than one to Guienne ; 
that Edward would find the northern provinces much unfurnifhed of military 
force, which had been drawn to the fouth; that they were full of flourifhing ci- 
ties, whofe plunder would enrich the Englifh ; that their cultivated fields, as yet 
unfpoiled by war, would fupply them with plenty of provifions ; and that the 


~ neighbourhood of the capital rendered every event of importance in thofe quar- 


12th July. 


Invafion of 
France. 





ters §. Thefe reafons, which had not before been duly weighed by Edward, be- 


_gan to make more impreffion after the difappointments, which he had met with in — 


his voyage to Guienne : He ordered his fleet to fail to Normandy, and fafely dif- 
embarked his army at la Hogue. 3 

Tuis army, which was, during the courfe of the enfuing campaign, crowned 
with the moft fplendid fuccefs, that ever attended the enterprize of any Englith 
monarch, confifted of four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand archers, ten 
thoufand Welfh infantry, and fix thoufand Irifh, The Welth and the Irifh were 
light, diforderly troops, fitter for doing execution in a purfuit, or {couring the 
country, than for any ftable action. The bow was always efteemed a frivolous wea- 


* Frojflart, liv. chap. 121- + Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 134. + Avefbury, p- 123+ 
§ Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 121. 
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pon, where true military difcipline was known, and regular bodies of well armed 
foot maintained, ‘The only folid force in this army were the men at arms, and 
even thefe, being cavalry, were, on that account, much. inferior, in the fhock 
of battle, to good infantry :. And as the whole were new levied troops, we are 


led to entertain a very mean idea of the military force of thofe ages, mibich, be- 


ing ignorant in every other art, had. not properly cultivated the art of war itfelf, 
the fole object of their attention. 


Tue King created the earl of Arundel conflable of his army, and the earls of 


Giada 


. 


Warwic and Harcourt, marefchals: He beftowed the honour of knighthood on 


Sei ll 


the prince of Wales, and feveral of the young nobility, immediately upon his 


landing. After deftroying all the fhips in la Hogue, Barfleur, and Cherbourg, 
he fpread his army over the whole country, and gave them an unbounded paar 
of burning, fpoiling, and plundering every place, of which they became matte: 

The loofe ware aie then practifed, could net be much hurt by thefe diforderly 
practices ; and Edward took care to prevent any furprize, by giving orders to his 
troops, however they might difperfe themfelves in the day time, atways to quarter 
themfelves at night near the main body. In this manner, Montebourg, Carentan, 
St. Lo, Valognes, and other places in the Cotentin were pillaged without refifl 


L1lii- 
ance ; and an univerfal confternation was {pread over the whole province * 


Tue intelligence of this unexpected invafion foon reached Paris ; and thre 
Philip into great perplexity. He iffued orders, however, for levying forces in all 
quarters, and difpatched the count d’Eu, conftable of France, and the count de 
Tancarville, with a body of troops, to the defence of Caen, a populous and 
commercial but open city, which lay in the neighbourhood of the Englifh army. 
The temptation of fo rich a prize, foon allured Edward to approach it; and the 
inhabitants, encouraged by their numbers, and by the re-inforcements which they 
daily received from the country, ventured, againft the advice of the conftable, 
to meet him in the field. But their courage failed them on the firft fhock: They 
fled with precipitation: The counts d’Eu and Tancarville were taken prifoners : 
The viétors entered the city a'ong with the vanquifhed, and a furious maflacre 
commenced, without diftinétion of age, fex, or condition. The citizens, in de- 
fpair, barricaded their houfes, and affaulted the Englifh with ftones, bricks, and 
every miffile weapon: The Englifh made way by fire to the deftruction of 
the citizens : Till Edward, anxious to fave both his f{poil and his ane ftopped 
the maffacre; and having obliged the inhabjtants to lay down their arms, gave 
his troops licence to begin a more regular and lefs hazardous plunder of the city. 
The pillage continued for three days: The King referved ne his own fhare the 


Vor. I, es". jewels, 
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Chap. XV. jewels, plate, filks, fine cloth, and fine linen; and he beftowed all the remain- 


1346. 





der of the fpoil on his army. The whole was embarked on board the thips, and 
fent over to England; together with three hundred of the richeft citizens of Caen, 
whofe ranfom was an additional profit, which he expected afterwards to levy * 
This difmal fcene paffed in the prefence of two cardinal legates, who had come to 
negociate a peace between the kingdoms. 


Tue King moved next to Rouen in hopes of treating that city in the fame man- 
ner; but found, that the bridge was already broken down, and that the King of 
France him(elf was arrived there with his army. He marched along the banks of 
the Seine towards Paris, deftroying the whole country, and every town and village, 
which he met with on his road +. Some of his light troops carried their ravages 
even to the gates of Paris; and the royal palace of St. Germans, together with Nan- 
terre, Ruelle, and other villages, was reduced to afhes within fight of that capt- 
tal. The Englifh propofed to pafs the river at Poiffy, but found the French 
army encamped on the oppofite banks, and the bridge at that place, as well as all 
others upon the Seine, broken down by orders from Philip. Edward now faw,, 
that the French intended to enclofe him in their country, in fopes of attacking 
him with advantage on all fides: But he faved himfelf by a ftratagem from this 
perilous fituation. He gave his army orders to diflodge, and to advance farther 
up the Seine; but immediately returning by the fame route, arrived at Poifly, 
which the enemy had already quitted, in order to attend his motions. He re 
paired the bridge with incredible celerity, paffed over his army, and having thus 


- difengaged himfelf from the enemy, advanced by quick marches towards Flanders. 


His vanguard, commanded by Harcourt, met with the townfmen of Amiens, who 
were haftening to reinforce their King, and defeated them with great flaughter pa 
He paffed by Beauvais, and burned the fuburbs of that city + But as he approached the 
Somme, he found himfelf in the fame-difficulty as before: All the bridges on that 
river were either broken down, or ftrongly guarded: An army, under the command 


of Godemar de Faye, was ftationed on the oppolite banks: Philip was advanc- 


ing on him from the other quarter, with an army of an hundred thoufand mens ~ 
And he was thus expofed to the danger of being enclofed, and of ftarving in an 
enemy’s country. In this extremity, he publifhed a reward to any one, that could 
bring him intelligence of a paflage over the Somme. A  peafant, called Gobin 
Agace, whofe name has been preferved’by the fhare which he had in thefe impor- 
tant tranfactions, was tempted on this occafion to betray the interefts of his 
country ; and he informed Edward: of a ford below Abbeville, which had a. 


# Proiflart, liv, 1. chap.124. + Froiffart, liv, 1. chap. 125. _ } Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 125. 
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found bottom, and might be paffed without difficulty at low water *. The King 
haftened thither, but found Godemar de Faye on the oppofite banks. Being urged 


by neceffity, he deliberated not a moment; but threw himfelf into the river, 
{word in hand, at the head of his troops; drove the enemy from their ftation ; 


and purfued them to a diftance on the plain t.. The French army under Philip, 
arrived at the ford, when the rear guard of the Englifh were paffing. .So narrow 
was the efcape, which Edward, by his prudence and celerity, made from this 
danger! The rifing of the tide prevented the French King from following him 
over the ford, and obliged that prince to take-his road over the bridge at Abbe- 


ville; by which fome time was loft. 


Ir is natural to think, that Philip, at the head of fo vaft an army, was impa- 
tient to take revenge of the Englifh, and to prevent the difgrace to which he 
mutt be expofed, if an inferior enemy fhould be allowed, after ravaging fo great 
a part of his kingdom, to efcape with impunity. Edward alfo was fenfible, that 
fuch muft be the object of the French monarch ; and as he had advanced but a 
little way before his enemy, he faw the danger of precipitating his march over 
the plains of Picardy, and of expofing his rear to the infults of the numerous 
cavalry, in which the French camp abounded. Hetook therefore a very prudent re- 


Chap xVe 
1340. 


Batti ce of 


Crecy. 


folution : He chofe his ground with advantage near the village of Crecy ; he dif- 26th Auguft, 


pofed his army in excellent order 5 he determined tO await in tranquility the ar- 
rival of the enemy; and he hoped, that their eagernefs to engage, and to pre- 
vent his retreat, after all their paft difappointments, would hurry them on to fome 
rafh and ill-concerted action. He drew up his army on a gentle afcent, and di- 
vided them into three lines: The firft was commanded by the prince of Wales, 
and under him, by the earls of Warwic and Oxford, by Harcourt, and by the 
lords Chandos, Holland, and other noblemen: The earls. of Arundel and Nor- 
thampton, with the lords Willoughby, Baffet, Roos, and fir Lewis Tufton, were 
at the head of the fecond line: He took on himfelf the command of the third 
divifion, by which he propofed either to bring fuccour to the two firft lines, or 
to fecure a retreat in cafe of any misfortunes, or to pufh his advantages againft 
his enemy. He had likewife the precaution to throw up trenches on his flank, in or- 
der to fecure himfelf from the numerous bodies of the French, who might affail 
him from that quarter; and he placed all his baggage behind him in a wood, 
which he alfo fecured by an intrenchment ff. 

Tue fkill and order of this difpofition, with the tranquility, in which it was 
made, ferved extremely to compofe the minds of the foldiers ; and the King, that 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 126, 127. + Froiffart, liv. 1, chap: 127,- 1 Froiffart, liv. 
3, chap. 128. C 
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he might farther infpirit them, rode thro’ their ranks with fach an air of cheer- 
falnefs and alacrity in his countenance, as conveyed the higheft confidence into 
every beholder. te pointed out to them the neceflity, to which they were at 
prefent reduced, and che certain and inevitable deftruction which awaited them, 
3, in their prefent fituation, enclofed on all hands in an enemy’s country, they 
trufted to any thing but their own valour, or gave that enemy an opportunity of 
taking revenge for the many ‘nfalts and indignities, which they had of late put 
upon him. He reminded them of the apparent fuperiority which they had hither- 
to maintained over all the bodies of French troops who had fallen in their way s 
and affured them, that the greater numbers of the army, which at prefent hovered 
over them, gave them not greater force, but was an advantage eafily compenfated 
by the order, in which he had placed his own army, and the refolution which he 
expected from them. He demanded nothing, he faid, but that they would imitate 
his own example, and that of the prince of Wales; and as the honour, the lives, 
the liberties of all, were now expofed to the fame danger, he was confident, that 
they would make one common effort to extricate themfelves from the prefent dif- 
ficulties, and that their united courage would give them the victory over all their 
ences: 5 = . eK 

Ir js related by fome hiftorians *, that Edward, befides the refources, which. 
he found in his own genius and prefence of mind, employed alfo a new inven- 
tion againft the enemy, and placed in his front fome pieces of artillery, the firft 
which had yet been made ufe of on any remarkable occafion in Europe. This is 
the epoch of one of the moft fingular difcoveries, which has been made among men 5 
and which changed by degrees the whole art of war, and by confequence many 
circumftances in the political government of Europe. But the ignorance of that: 
age, in the mechanical arts, rendered the progrefs very flow of this new inven- 
tion. ‘The artillery firft framed, were fo clumfy and of fuch difficult manage- 
ment, that men were not-immediately fenfible of their ufe and efficacy : And even 
to the prefent times, improvements have been continually making on this furious- 
engine, which, tho’ it feemed contrived for the deftruétion of mankind, and the 
overthrow of empires, has in the iffue rendered war much lefs bloody, and has: 
siven greater ftability to civil focieties. Nations, by its means, have been brought 
more to a level : Conquefts have become lefs frequent and rapid : Succefs in war’ 
has been reduced nearly to be a matter of calculation: And any nation, over- 
matched by its enemy, either yields to their demands, or fecures itfelf by alliances. 
dgainft their violence and invafion. | Sime 


* Jean Villani, lib. 12. cap. 66.. 
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Tue invention of artillery was at this time known in France as well as in Eng- 
land *; but Philip, in his hurry to overtake the enemy, had probably left his 
cannon behind him, which be regarded as an ufelefs incumbrance. All his other 
movements difcovered the fame imprudence and precipitation. Impelled by an- 
ger, adangerous counfellor, and trufting to the great fuperiority of his numbers, 
he thought that all depended on forcing an engagement with the Englifh, and that, 
if he could once reach the enemy in their retreat, the victory on his fide was cer- 
tain and inevitable. _He made a hafty march in great diforder from Abbeville ; 
but after he had advanced above two leagues, fome gentlemen, whom he had 
fent before to take a view of the enemy, returned to him, and brought him in- 
telligence, that they had feen the Englifh drawn up in excellent order, and await- 
ing his arrival. They therefore advifed him to defer the combat till the enfuing 
day, when his army would have recovered from their fatigue, and might be dif- 
pofed into better order, than their prefent hurry had permitted them to obferve, 


Philip affented to this council ; but the former precipitation of his march, and 


the impatience of the French nobility, made it impracticable for him to put it 
in execution. ‘One divifion prefled upon another : Orders to ftop were not fea- 
fonably conveyed to all of them: This immenfe body was not governed by fuffi- 
cient difcipline to: be manageable : And the French army, very imperfectly formed 
into three lines, arrived, already fatigued and difordered, in prefence of the ene- 
my. The firft-line, confifting of 15,000 Genoefe crofs-bow men, were com- 
manded by Anthony Doria, and Charles Grimaldi: The fecond was led by the 


count d’Alencon, brother to the King: The King himfelf was at the head of the: 


third. Befides the French monarch, there were no lefs than three crowned. heads 
in this engagement: The King of Bohemia, the King of the Romans, his fon, 
and the King of Majorca; with all the nobility and great vafials of the crown of 
France. The army now confifted of above 120,;000:men, mear four times the 
number of the enemy. But the prudence of one man was fuperior to the advan- 
tage of all this force and {plendor., 


"Tue Englith, on the approach of the enemy, kept their ranks firm and im- 
moveable; and the Genoefe firft began the attack. ‘There had happened, a 
little before the engagement,-a thunder fhower, which had moiftened and re- 
laxed the ftrings of the Genoefe crofs-bows ; and their arrows for this reafon fell 
fhort of the enemy. The Enelifh archers, taking their bows out of their cafes, 
poured ina fhower of arrows upon this multitude who were oppofed to thems 
and foon threw them into diforder. The Genoefe fell back upon the Genfdar- 


* Du Cange Gloff, in verb, Eombarda, 
mes: 
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mes of the court d’Alencon*; who, enraged at their cowardice, ofdered his - 

troops to put them to the fword. ‘The artillery fired amidft the crowd; the — 
Englifh archers ftll continued to fend in their arrows among. them ; and nothing : 

was to be feen in that vaft body but hurry and confufion, terror and difmay.. 
The young prince of Wales had the prefence of mind to take advantage of this. 
fituation, and to lead on his line to the charge. © The French cavalry, however, 
recovering fomewhat their order, and encouraged by the example of their leader, 
made ftout refiftance ; and having at lat cleared themfelves of the Genoefe run- 
aways, advanced upon their adverfaries, and by their fuperior numbers began to 
bem them round. The earls of Arundel and Northampton advanced their line 
to fuftain the prince, who, ardent in his firft feats of arms, fet an example of 
valour, which was imitated by all his followers. The battle became for fome 
time hot and dangerous, andthe earl of Warwic, apprehenfive of the event from 
the fuperior numbers of the French, difpatched an officer to the King, and defir- 
ed him to fend fuccours to the relief of the prince. Edward had chofen his fta~ 
tion on the top of the hill; and he furveyed in tranquillity the fcene of action, 
when the meflenger accofted him. His firft queftion was, whether the prince 
was (lain or wounded. Onreceiving an anfwer in the negative, Return, faid he, 
to my fon, and tell bim that 1 referve the honour of this day to him: Iam confident 
that be will fhow bimfelf worthy of the honour of knighthood, which I fo lately con- 


- ferred upon him: He will be able without my affiftance to repel the enemy yt. This 





fpeech, being reported to the prince and his attendants, infpired them with new 
courage : They made an attack with redoubled vigour on the French, in which 
the count d’Alencon was flain: That whole line of cavalry was thrown into dif- 
order: The riders were killed or difmounted : The Welfh infantry rufhed into 
the throng, and with their long knives cut the throats of all who had fallen; 
nor was any quarter given that day by the conquerors ff. 


Tux King of France advanced in vain with the rear to fuftain the line com- 
manded by his brother: He found them already difcomfited ; and the example 
of their rout encreafed the confufion, which was before but too prevalent in his 
own body. He had himfelf a horfe killed under him: He was remounted ; andy 
tho’ left almoft alone, he feemed ftill determined to maintain the combat ; when 
John de Hainault feized the reins of his bridle, turned about his horfe, and car- 
sied him off the field of battle, The whole French army took to flight, and 
were followed and put to the fword without mercy by the victors; till the dark- 
pefs.of night put an end to the purfuit. The King, on his return to the camp, | 
few into the arms of the prince of Wales, and exclaimed: My brave fon: Perfee 


* Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 130. T Froiflart, liv. 1. chap. 430. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 130 
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vere im your bonourable courfe: You are my fon; for valiantly have you acquitted 
 yourfelf to day: You have foown yourself worthy of empire *, 

_ Tuts battle, which is known by the name of the battle of Crecy, began after 
three o’clock in the afternoon, and continued till evening. The fubfequent 
morning was foggy ;. and as the Englifh obferved, that many of the enemy had 
loft their way in the night and in the mift, they employed a ftratagem to bring 
them into their power: They ereéted on the eminences fome French ftandards 
which they had taken in battle; and all, who were allured by this falfe fignal, 
were put to the fword, and no quarter giventhem. In excufe for this inhumanity, 
it was alledged that the French King had given out like orders to his troops; but 
the real reafon probably was, that the Englifh, in their prefent fituation, did not 
care to be encumbered with prifoners. On the day of battle and on the enfuing, 
there fell, by a moderate computation, 1200 knights, 1400 gentlemen, 4000 
men at arms, befides about 30,000 men of inferior rank +. Many of the prin- 
cipal nobility of France, the dukes of Lorraine and Bourbon, the earls of Flan- 
ders, Blois, Harcourt, Vaudemont, Aumale, were left on the field of battle. 
The Kings alfo of Bohemia and Majorca were flain : The fate of the former was 
remarkable : He was blind from age; but being refolved to. hazard his perfon, 
and fet an example to others, he ordered the reins of his bridle to be tied on 
each fide to the horfes.of two gentlemen of his train; and his dead body, and 
thofe of his attendants, were afterwards found among the flain, with their horfes 
ftanding by them in that fituation$. His creft was three oftrich feathers; and 


his motto thefe German words, Ich dien, I ferve: Which the prince of Wales. 


and his fucceflors adopted in memorial of this great victory. The aétion may feem 
no lefs remarkable for the fmall lofs of the Englifh than for the great flaughter of 
the French: There were killed in it only one efquire and three knights §, and ve- 
ry few of inferior rank ; a demonftration, that the prudent difpofition made by 
Edward, and the diforderly attack of the French, had rendered the whole rather. 
a rout than a battle, which was indeed the common cafe with engagements in 
thofe times. 

Tne great prudence of Edward appeared not only in obtaining this memor- 


able victory, but in the meafures, which he purfued after it. Not elated by his. 


prefent profperity fo far as to expe the total conqueft of France or of any confi« 
derable provinces ; he propofed only to fecure an eafy entrance into that king: 
dom, which might afterwards open the way to more moderate advantages. He 
Knew the extreme diftance of Guienne: He had experienced the difficulry and, 


* Proiffart, liv, 1. chap. 131. + Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. rg1 Knyghton, p. 2588. * 


t Frowfart, liv. 1, chap. 130. Walfingham, p. 166. §. Knyghton, p. 2588. 
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uncertainty of penetrating on the fide of the low countries, and had already. loft 
much of his authority over Flanders by the death of Arteville, who had been 
murdered by the populace themfelves, his former partizans, On his attempting to 
transfer the fovereignty of that province to the prince of Wales *,. The King, 
therefore, limited his ambition to the conqueft of Calais; and after the interval 
of a few daysy which he employed in interring the flain, he marched with his 


victorious army, and prefented himfelf before that place. 


Jonn pz VIENNE, a valiant knight of Burgundy, wa governor of Calais, and 
being fuppled with every neceflary for defence, he encouraged the townfmen to 
perform to the utmot their duty to their King and country. Edward therefore, 
fenfible from the beginning, that it was in vain to attempt the place by force, 
propofed only to reduce it by famine: He chofe a fecure ftation for his camps 
drew efitrenchments around the whole city s raifed huts for his foldiers, which 
he covered with ftraw or broom ; and provided his army with all conveniencies, 
to make them endure the winter feafon, which was approaching. As the gover- 
nor foon perceived his intention, he put out all the ufelefs mouths, which might 
confume his provilions 5 and the King had the generofity to allow thefe unhappy 
people to pafs thro’ his camp, and he even fupplied them with money for their 
journey FT. | | | ate oP ae 

Wurtz Edward was employed in this fiege, which continued near a twelve- 
month, there paffed in different places many other events 5 and all to the honour 
of the Englifh arms, 


~ 


Tur retreat of the duke of Normandy fom Guienne left the earl of Derby 
matter of the field ; and he was not negligent in making his advantage of the fus 
periority. He took Mirebeau by affault: He made himfelf mafter of Lufignan — 
in the fame manner: Taillebourg and St. Jean d’Angeli fell into his hands: 
Poitiers opened its gates to him ; and Derby having thus broke down all the fron- 
tiers on that quarter, carried his ‘ncurfions to the banks of the Loire, and filled 
that quarter of France with horrour and devaftation {. | c 

Tue flames of war were at the fame time kindled in Brittany. ‘Charles de 
Blois invaded that province with a confiderable army, and invefted the fortrefs 
of Roche de Rien; but the countefs of Mountfort, reinforced by ‘fome Englifh 
troops under Sir Thomas Dagworth, attacked him during the night in his en- 
trenchments, difperfed his army, and took himfelf prifoner §. His wife, by 
whom he enjoyed his pretenfions to Brittany, compelled by the prefent neceffity, 


| 
* Proiflart, liv. 1. chap. 116. —, 4 Froiffart, liv. 1- chap. 133> t Froiffart, liy. I 
chap. 136. § Froiffart, liv, 1, chap. 143. Walfingham, Pp. 168, Ypod Neuit, p. 917» 515. 
took 
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took on her the government of the party, and proved herfelf a rival in every Chap. XV. 
fhape and an antagonift to the countefs of Mountfort, both in the field and in 1349. 
the cabinet. And while thefe heroic dames prefented this extraordinary fcene to 

the world, another princefs in England, of ftill higher rank, fhowed herfelf no lefs 

capable of exerting every manly virtue. 

Tue Scottifh nation,, after fupporting with incredible perfeverance, their liber- War with 
ties againft the {uperior force of the Englifh, recalled their King, David Bruce, in Scotland. 
1342, Tho’ that prince, neither by. his age nor capacity, could bring them 
great afliftance, he gave them the countenance of fovereign authority; and as 
Edward’s wars with France proved a great diverfion to his forces, they rendered 
the ballance more equal between the two kingdoms, | In all the truces, which 
Edward concluded with Philip, the King of Scotland was comprehended; and 
when Edward made his laft invafion upon France, David was ftrongly follicited 
by his ally to break alfo the truce, and to invade the northern counties of Eng- 
land, The nobility of his nation being always forward in fuch incurfions, David 
foon muftered a great army, entered Northumberland at the head of above 
50,000 men, and carried his ravages and devaftati.ns to the gates of Durham *. 

But queen Phillippa, aflembling a body of little more than 12,000 men +, which 

fhe entrufted to the command of Jord Piercy, ventured to approach him at Ne- 

ville’s Crofs near that city; and riding thro’ the ranks of the army, exhorted 

every man to do his duty, and to take revenge on thefe barbarous ravagers }: 

Nor could fhe be perfuaded to leave the field, till the armies were on the point.17th O&. 

of engaging... The Scots have been often unfortunate in the great pitched bat- 

tles, which they fought with the Englifh; and that tho’ they commonly declined 

fuch engagements where the fuperiority of numbers was not on their fide: But 

never did they receive a more fatal blow than the prefent. They were broke and 

chaced off the field: Fifteen theufand of them, fome hiftorians fay twenty thou- 

fand, were flain; among whom were Edward Keith, ear] Marefchal, and Sir 

Thomas Charteris chancellor: And the King himfelf was taken prifoner, with Captivity of 
the earls of Southerland, Fife, Monteith, Carric, lord Douglas, and many other the King of 
noblemen §. Scots. 


Puitiippa, having fecured.her royal prifoner in the Tower‘, crofied the fea 

at Dover; and was received in the Englifh camp before Calais with all the tri- 
umph, which was due to her rank, her merit, and her fuccefs. This age was 

the reign of chivalry and gallantry: Edward’s court excelled in thefe accomplith- 

ments as much as in policy and arms: And if any thing could jultify the obfe- 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap, 137. + Froiffagt, liv. 1. chap. 138. } Froiffart, liv. 1. 
chap. 138. § Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 139. || Rymer, vol. 5. p. 537. 
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“ 


quious devotion then profeffed to the fair fex, it muft be the appearance of fuch — 
extraordinary women as fhone forth during that period. 


Tie town of Calais had been defended with remarkable vigilance, conflancy 
and bravery by the townfmen, during a fiege of unufual length: But Philip, in- 
formed of their diftreft condition, determined at laft to attempt their relief; 
and he approached the Englifh with an immenfe army, which the writers of 
that age make amount to 200,000 men. But he found Edward fo furrounded 
with morafles, and fecured by entrenchments, that without running on inevitable 
deftruétion, he concluded it impoffible to make an attempt on the Englifh camp. 
He had no other refource than to fend his rival a vain challenge to meet him in 
the open field; which being refufed, he was obliged to decamp with his army, 
and difperfe them into their feveral provinces *. «i 

Joun pe Vienne, the governor of Calais, now faw the neceffity of furrender- ° 
ing his fortrefs, which was reduced to the laft extremity by famine and the fa- 
tigue of the inhabitants. He appeared on the walls, and made a fignal to the Eng- 
lith fentinels that he defited a conference. Sir Walter Manny was fent to him by 
Edward. ‘** Brave knight,” cried the governor, ** I have been entrufted by my 
“ fovereign with the command of this town: It is almoft a year fince you be- 
«* fieged me; and I have endeavoured, as well as thofe under me, to do our 
s¢ duty. But you are acquainted with our prefent condition : We have no hopes. 


<6 of relief; we are perifhing with hunger; I am willing therefore to furrender, 


“© and defire, as the fole condition, to enfure the lives and liberties of thefe brave 
¢< men, who have fo long fhared with me every danger and fatigue +. | 
Manny replied, that he was well acquainted with the King of England’s ine 
tentions ; that that prince was incenfed againft the townfmen of Calais for their 
pertinacious refiftance, and for the evils which they had made him and his fub- 
jects fuffer; that he was determined to take exemplary vengeance of them; and 


would not receive the town on any conditions which fhould confine him in the 


punifhment of thefe offenders, ‘* Confider,” replied Vienne, ‘* that this is not 
* the treatment to which brave men are intitled : If any Englifh knight had been 
‘¢ in my fituation, your King would have expected the fame conduct from him, 
The inhabitants of Calais have done for their fovereign what merits the efteem 
of every prince; much more of fo gallant a prince as Edward. But 1 inform 
you, that, if we muft perifh, we fhall- not perifh unrevenged; and that we 
are not yet fo reduced, but we can fell our lives at a high price to the vic- 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap.144, 145. Avedbury, p. 161, 162. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 146. 
| | 6* tors. 
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* tors. It is the intereft of both fides to prevent thefe defperate extremities ; 
“< and I expeét, that you yourfelf, brave xnegat will interpofe your good offices 


‘© with your prince in our behalf.” 
Manny was ftruck with the juftnefs of thefe fentiments, and reprefented to 


“the King the danger of reprizals, if he fhould give fuch treatment to the inhabi- 


tants of Calais, Edward was at laft perfuaded to mitigate the rigor of the con- 
ditions demanded: He only infifted, that fix of the moft confiderable citizens 
fhould be fent him to be difpofed of as he thought proper ; that they fhould come 


to his camp carrying the keys of the city in their hand, bareheaded and barefoot- 
ed, with ropes about their necks: And on thefe conditions, he promifed to fpare | 


the lives of all the remainder *. 
Wuen this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it ftruck the inhabitants with 
new confternation. To facrifice fix of their fellow citizens to certain deftruction, 


for fignalizing their valour in a common caufe, appeared to them even more fevere 


than that general punifhment, with which they were before threatened ; and they 
found themfelves incapable of coming to any refolution in fo cruel and diftrefsful 


-a@ fituation. _ At laft one of the principal inhabitants called Euftace de St. Pierre, 


whofe name deferves to be recorded, itept forth, and declared himfelf willing to 
encounter death for the fafety of his friends and companions: Another, animated 
by his example, made a like generous offer: A third and a fourth prefented 
themfelves to the fame fate ; and the whole number required was foon compleat- 
ed. Thefe fix heroic turgefies appeared before Edward in the guife of malefac- 
tors, laid at his feet the keys of their city, and were ordered to be led to execu- 
tion. It is furprizing, that fo generous a prince fhould ever have entertained fuch 
a barbarous purpofe againft fuch men ; and {till more that he fhould ferioufly per- 
fift in the refolution of executing it +. But the entreaties of his queen faved his 
memory from that infamy: She threw herfelf on her knees before him, and with 
tears in her eyes begged the lives of thefe citizens. Having obtained her requeft, 
fhe carried them into her tent, ordered a repaft to be fet before them, and 
after making: them a prefent of money and cloaths, difmiffed them in fafety +. 


Tue King took pofieffion of Calais; and immediately executed an att of ri- 
gor, more juftifiable becaufe more neceffary, than that which he had before re- 
folved'on. He knew, that, notwithftanding his pretended title to the crown 


* Froiflart, livia, chap. 146. 
4° This ftory of the fix burghers of Calais, like all other extraordinary ftories, is fomewhat to befut 
pected; and fo much the more as Avefbury, p. 167, who is particular in his narration of the furren- 


der of Calais, fays nothing of it; and’ on the contrary extols in general the King’s generofity and le- 


nity to the inhabitants. t Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 146. 
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of France, every Frenchman regarded him as a mortal enemy; and he therefore 
ordered all the inhabitants of Calais to evacyate the town, and he peopled it anew 
with Englith; a policy which probably preferved fo long to his fucceffors the do-' 
minion of that important fortrefs. He made it the ftaple of wool, leather, tin, 
and lead; the four chief, if not the fole commodities of the kingdom, for which * 
there waS any demand in foreign markets. All the Englifh were obliged to 
bring thither thefe goods: Foreign merchants came to the fame place in order to: 


| purchafe them : And ata period, when pofts were not eftablifhed, and when the 


communication between. ftates was fo imperfect, this inftitution, tho’ it hurt the: 
navigation of England, was perhaps of advantage to the kingdom. 


Turo’ the mediation of the Pope’s legates, Edward concluded’a truce with 
France; but even during this ceffation of arms, he had very nearly loft Calais,, 
the fole-fruit of all his boafted victories. The King had entrufted that place to 
the command of Aimery de Pavie, an Italian, who had difcovered bravery and. 
conduct in the wars, but was utterly devoid of every principle of honour and, 
fidelity. This man agreed to deliver up Calais for che fum of 20,000 crowns s 
and Geoffrey de Charni, who commanded the French forces. in thofe quarters, — 
and who knew, that, if he fucceeded in this fervice, he fhould not be difavowed,. 
ventured, without confulting his mafter, to conclude the bargain with him. Ed- 
ward, informed of this treachery, by means of Aimery’s fecretary, fummoned, 
him over to London on other pretences ; and having charged him with the — 
guilt, promifed him his life, but on condition, that he would turn the contrive 
ance to the deftruction of the enemy. The Italian eafily agreed to this double. — 
treachery. A day was appointed for the admiffion of the French; and Edward, 
having prepared a force of about a thoufand men,. under fir Walter Manny, {e- 
cretly departed from London, carrying with him the prince of Wales; and without. 
being fufpected, arrived the evening before at Calais. He madea proper difpofition- 
for the reception of the enemy ; and. kept all his forces and the garrifon under arms. ~ 
On the appearance of Charni, a chofen troop of French foldiers was admitted at the... | 
poftern, and Aimery, receiving the tipulated fum, promifed, that with their affiftance 
he would immediately open the creat gate to the army, who were waiting with ime. 
patience for the fulfilling of his engagement. All the French, who entered, were. 
immediately flain or taken prifoners : The great gate opened : Edward rufhed 
forth with cries of battle and of victory: The French, tho’ aftonifhed at this 
event, behaved with valour: A fierce and bloody engagement enfued. As the 
morning broke, the King, who was not diftinguifhed by his arms, and who: 
fought as a private man under the ftandard of fir’ Walter Manny, remarked a 
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French gentleman, called Euftace de Ribaumont, who exerted himfelf with fingu- 
lar vigour and bravery; and he was feized with a defire of trying a fingle combat 
with him. He ftept forth from his troop, and challenging Ribaumont by name, 


(for he was known to him) began a fharp and dangerous encounter. He was 


twice beat to the ground by the valour of the Frenchman: He twice recovered 
himfelf: Blows were redoubled with equal force on both fides: The victory was 
long undecided: Till Ribaumont, perceiving himfelf to be left almoft alone, 


called out to his antagonift, Sir knight, I yield myfelf your prifoner; and at the 


fame time delivered his {word to the King. Moft of the French, being over- 
powered by numbers, and intercepted in their retreat, were eithér flain or tak- 
en prifoners *, 


Tue French officers; who had fallen into the hands of the Englith, were con- 
ducted into Calais; where Edward difcovered to them the antagonift with whom 


they had had the honour to be engaged, and treated them with great regard and 
courtefy. They were admitted to fup with the prince of Wales, and the Englifh 


nobility ; and after fupper, the King himfelf came into the apartment, and went 
about, converfing familiarly with one or other of his prifoners. He even ad- 


drefied himfelf in an obliging manner to Charni, and avoided reproaching him 


with the treacherous attempt, which he had made upon Calais during the truce: 
But he openly beftowed the higheft encomiums on Ribaumont; called him the 
moft valorous knight whom he had ever been acquainted with; and confefied, 
that he had at no time been in fo great danger as when engaged in combat with 
him. He then took a ftring of pearl, which he wore about his own head, and 
throwing it over the head of Ribaumont, he faid to him, ‘* Sir Euftace, I beftow 
«© this prefent upon you, as a teftimony of my elteem for your bravery: And I 
* defire you to wear it a year for my fake: I know you to be gay and amorous ; 
‘< and to take delight in the company of ladies and damfels: Let them all know 
* from what hand you had the prefent: You are no longer a prifoner; I acquit 
“¢ you of your ranfom ; and you are at liberty to-morrow to — of yourfelf 
“* as you think proper.” 


“~ 


“a 


Noruine can more evidently prove the vaft fuperiority of the nobility and 
gentry above all the other orders of men during thofe ages, than the extreme dif- 
ference which Edward made in his treatment of thefe French knights, and that of 
the fix citizens of Calais, who had exerted much more fignal bravery in a caufe 
much more juftifiable and more honourable. 


*. Froiffart, liv. 1. chap, 140, 141, 142 
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dition into Ca/fitle Rupture with France Ill fuccefs of the Eng- 
lifh Death of the prince of W ales——Death——and charaéter of 
the King——Mifcellaneous tranfactions in this reign. " 








L é HE prudent conduct and great fuccefs of Edward in his foreign — 
excited a ftrong emulation and a military genius among the Englith nobi- 
lity ; and thefe turbulent barons, over-awed by the crown, gave now a more ufe- 
ane | ful dire&tion to their ambition, and attached themfelves to a prince, who led them 
ie | 8349. to the acquifition of glory and of riches. That he might further promote the {pi- 
ne \ rit of emulation and obedience, the King inftituted the order of the garter, in 

4 imitation of fome orders of a like nature, religious as well as military, which 

had been eftablithed in different’countries of Europe. The number received into 

fsdtication of this order confifted of twenty-four perfons, befides the fovereign ; and as it has 
the garter, never been enlarged, this badge of diftinction continues as honourable as at its 
firft inftitution, and is {till a valuable, tho’ a cheap, prefent, which the prince can 

confer on his-greateft fubje&s. A vulgar ftory prevails, but is not fupported by 

any antient authority, that, at a court-ball, Edward’s miftrefs, commonly fup- 

pofed to be the countefs of Salifbury, dropt her garter; and the King, taking it 

up, obferved fome of the courtiers to fmile, as if he had not obtained this favour 

merely by accident: Upon which he called out, Honi foit qui mal y penfe, Evil 

to him that evil thinks ; and as every incident of gallantry among thefe antient 

‘warriors was magnified into a matter of great importance *, he inftituted the 


tee There was a fingular inftance about this time of the prevalence of chivalry and. gallantry in the 
mations of Europe. A folemn duel of thirty knights againft thirty was fought between Bembrough, an 
ey ae -Englithman, and Beaumanoir, a Breton, of the party of Charles de Blois. The knights of the two na- 
) aa tions came into the-field; and before the combat began, Beaumanoir called ont, that it would be feen that 
\ lee day who had the fareft mifirefjes. After a. bloody combat the Bretons prevailed ; and gained for their 
prize, full liberty ro boaft of their miftreffes beauty. It is remarkable, that two fuch famous generals” 
as fir Robert'Knolles, and fir Hugh Calverley, drew their f words in this ridiculous conteft, See Pere 
Daniel, vol. 2. p. 536, 537, &c. The women not only inftigated the champions to thefe rough, if 
not bloody frays of tournament 5 but alfo frequented the tournaments during all the reign of Edward, 
whofe fpiritof gahantry encouraged this prattice. See Knyghton, p. 2597- 


2 order 
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order of the garter in memorial of this event, and gave thefe words as the motto Chap. XVI. 


of the order, This origin, tho’ frivolous, is not unfuitable to the manners of the 
times; and it is indeed difficult by any other means to account either for the 
feemingly unmeaning terms of the motto, or for the peculiar badge of the gar- 
ter, which feems to have no reference to any purpofe either of military ufe or or- 
nament. 

Bur a fudden damp was thrown over this feftivity and triumph of the court 
of England, by a deftrudtive peftilence, which invaded that kingdom as well as 
the reft of Europe ; and is computed to have {wept away above a fourth of the in- 
habitants in every country, which itattacked. It was probably more fatal in great 
cities than in the country ; and above fifty thoufand fouls are faid to have perifhed 
by it in London alone *. This ma'ady difcovered itfelf firft in the north of Afia, 
was fpread over all that country, made a progrefs from one end of Europe to ano- 
ther, and fenfibly depopulated every ftate thro’ which it pafied, So grievous a 
calamity, more than any cordiality among the princes, ferved to maintain and 
prolong the truce between France and England. 


Dvurine this truce, Philip de Valois died, without being able to re-eftablith 
the affairs of France, which his bad fuccefs againit England had thrown into the 
moft extreme diforder. This monarch, during the firft years of his reign, had 
obtained the appellation of Fortunate, and acquired the character of prudent ; 
but he ill maintained either the one or the other; lefs from his own fault, than 
becaufe he was over-matched by the fuperior fortune and fuperior genius of Ed- 
ward. But the incidents in the reign of his fon, John, gave the French nation 
reafon to regret even the calamitous times of his predeceffor. John was diftin- 
guifhed by many virtues, particularly a {crupulous honour and fidelity: He was 
not deficient in perfonal courage: But as he wanted that mafterly prudence and 
forefight, which his difficult fituation required, his kingdom was at the fame time 
torn in pieces by inteftine commotions, and opprefied with foreign wars. The 


1349. 


1350. 


‘ ‘ at : : I 
chief fource of all its calamities, was Charles King of Navarre, who received the Sua 
epithet of the dad or wicked, and whofe actions fully entitled him to that appella- France. 


tion. This prince was defcended of the blood royal of France ; his mother was 
a daughter of Lewis Hutin ; he had himfelf efpoufed a daughter of King John: 
But all thefe ties, which ought to have conneéted him with the throne, gave him 
only greater ability to fhake and over throw it. In his perfonal qualities, he was 


™ Stow’s Survey, p. 478. There were buried 50,000 bodies in one church-yard, which fir Walter 
Manny had bought for the ufe of the poor. ‘The fame author fays, that there died above 50,000 per- 
fons of the plague in Norwich, which is quite incredible, | 
? courteous, 
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courteous, affable, engaging, eloquent ; full of inGiauation and addrefs; inex- 
hauftible in his refources; active and enterprizing, But thefe fplendid accom- 
plifhments were at the fame time attended with fuch defects, as rendered them per- 
nicious to his country, and even ruinous to himfelf: He was fickle, inconftant, 
faithlefs, revengeful, malicious : Reftrained by no principle or duty: Infatiable 


in his pretenfions : And whether fuccefsful or unfortunate in one enterprize, he im-. 


mediately undertook another, in which he was never deterred from employing the 
moft criminal and moft difhonourable expedients. | 

Tue conftable, d’Eu, who had been taken prifoner by Edward at Caen, reco- 
vered his liberty, on the promife of delivering to that prince, as his ranfom, the 
town of Ghiines, near Calais, of which he was fuperior lord: But as John was 
offended at this ftipulation, which, if fulfilled, opened ftill farther that frontier to 
the enemy, and as he fufpected the conftable of more dangerous connexions with 


the King of England, he ordered him to be feized, and without any legal or for- 


mal trial, put him to death in prifon. Charles de la Cerda was appointed con- 


ftable in his place; and had a like fatalend: The King of Navarre ordered him _ 
to be aflaffinated ; and fuch was the weaknefs of the crown, that this prince, in- 


ftead of dreading punifhment, would not fo much as agree to afk pardon for his 
offence, but on condition, that he received an acceffion of territory, and had 





John’s fecond fon put into his hands, as a fecurity for his perfon, when he came 3 


to court, and performed this a€t of mock penitence and humiliation before King 
John *. . 


Tur two French princes feemed entirely reconciled ; but this diffimulation, to 
which John fubmitted from neceffity, and Charles from habit, did not long conti- 
nue; and the King of Navarre knew, that he had reafon to apprehend the moft fe- 
vere vengeance for the many crimes and treafons which he had already committed, 
and the ftill greater, which he intended to commit. To enfure himfelf of protec- 


tion, he entered into a fecret correfpondence with England, by means of Henry earl 


of Derby, now earl of Lancafter, who at that time was employed in fruitlefs nego- 


tiations for peace in Avignon, under the mediation of the Pope. John difcovered 
this correfpondence ; and to prevent the fatal effects of it, he fent down forces 


into Normandy, the chief feat of the King of Navarre’s power, and attacked his — 


caftles and fortreffes. But hearing that Edward had prepared an army to fupport his 
ally, he had the weaknefs to propofe an accommodation with Charles, and even to 


give this traiterous fubjeé&t the fum of an hundred thoufand crowns, as the pur- 


chafe of a feigned reconcilement, which rendered him ftill more dangerous. The 


* Froiffart, liv. 1, chap. 144. 
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which he apprehended, continued {till his intrigues; and affociating himfelf 


umfelf with © 7333 
Geoffrey de Harcourt, who had received his pardon from Philip de Valois, b 
perfevered ftill in his factious difpofitions, he encreafed the number-of his parti- 
zans in every part of the kingdom. He even feduced by his addrefs, Charles, 
the King of France's eldeft fon, a youth of feventeen years of age, who was the 
firft that bore the appellation of Dauphin, by the re-union: of the province of 
Dauphiny to the crown. But this prince, being made fenfible of the danger and 
folly of thefe connexions, promifed to make atonement for the offence by the fa- 
crifice ef his affeciates; and in concert with his father, he invited the King of 
Navarre, and other noblemen of the party, to a feaft at Roiien, where they were 
betrayed into the handsof John. Some of the moft obnoxious were immediately 
Jed to execution; the King of Navarre was thrown into prifon *: But this ftroke 
of feverity in the King, and of treachery in the Dauphin, was far from proving 
decifive in maintaining the royal authority. Philip: of Navarre, brother to 
Charles, and Geoffrey d’Harcourt, put all the towns and caftles belonging to 


that prince in a pofture of defence; and had immediate recourfe to the protegtion 
of England in this defperate extremity. 


ot 


Tue truce between the two kingdoms, which had always been very ill obferved 
on both fides, was now expired ; and Edward was entirely free to fupport the French 
malecontents. Well pleafed, that the factions in France had at laft gained him fome 
partizans in that kingdom, which his pretenfions to the crown had never been 
able to procure him, he propofed to attack his enemy both on the fide of Guienne,” 


under the command of the prince of Wales, and on that of Calais, in his own 
perfon. 


Younc Edward arrived in the Garonne with his army, on board a fleet of three 
hundred fail, attended by the earls of Warwic, Salifbury, Oxford, Suffolk, and 
other Englifh noblemen. Being joined by the vagfials of Gafcony, he took the 
field ; and as the prefent diforders in John’s affairs prevented every proper plan of 
defence, he carried on with impunity his ravages and devaftations, according to 
the mode of war in that‘age. He reduced all the villages and feveral towns in 
Languedoc to afhes: He prefented himfelf before Tholoufe; pafled the Garronne, 
and burned the fuburbs of Carcaffonne; advanced even. to Narbonne, laying every 
thing wafte around him: And after an incurfion of fix weeks, returned with a 
vaft booty and many prifoners to Guienne, where he took up his winter quarters 7. 
The conftable of Bourbon, who commanded in thofe provinces, received orders, 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 146. Avefbury, p. 243. + Froiffart, liv. 1. ehap. 144, 140 
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though at the head of a fuperior army, om no.account’to run the hazard of a 
battle. o 


Tur King of England’s incurfion from Calais was of the fame nature, and 


attended with the fame iffue. He broke into France at the head of a numerous 
army ; to whom he gave a full licence of plundering and ravaging the open coun- 
try. He advanced to St. Omer, where the King of France was pofted ; and on 
the retreat of that prince, followed him to Hefdin *. John ftill kept at a dif- 
tance, and declined an engagement : But in order to fave his reputation, he fent 
Edward a challenge to fight a pitched battle with him ; an ufual bravado in that 
age, derived from the practice of fingle combat, and ridiculous in the art of war. 


The King, finding no fincerity in this defiance, retired to Calais, and thence 


went over to England, in order to defend that kingdom againft a threatened inva- 
fion of the Scots. | | 


Tue Scots, taking advantage of the King’s abfence, and that’ of the military 
power of England, had furprized Berwic ; and had collected an army with a view 
of entering and committing ravages upon the northern provinces * But on the 
approach of Edward, they abandoned that place, which was not tenable, while 
tthe caftle was in the hands of the Englifh; and retiring to their mountains, gave 


the ehemy a full liberty of burning and deftroying the whole country from Ber- 
wic to Edinburgh +: Batiol attended Edward on this expedition ; but finding, 
that his ‘conftant adherence to the Englifh had given his countrymen an uncon-— 


querable avetfion to hig title, and that he himfelf was declining through age and 


infirmities, he finally refigned into the King’s hands his pretenfions to the crown. 


of Scotland +, and received in lieu of them, an annual penfion of 2000 pounds, 

with which he paffed the remainder of his life in privacy and retirement. 
Durine thefe military operations, Edward received information of the encreaf- 

ing diforders in France, arifing from the feizure of the King of Navarre; and he 


fent L.ancafter at the head of a fmall army, to fupport his partizans in Normandy. 
The war was. conducted with various fuccefs, but chiefly to the difadvantage of | 
the French malecontents ; till an important event happened in the other quarter — 
of the kingdom, which had well nigh proved fatal. co the monarchy of France, 


and threw every thing into the utmoft confufion. 


. 


/- 


Te prince of Wales, encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding campaign, 
took the field with an army, which no hiftorian makes amount to above 12,000 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 144. Avefbury, p. 206. Walfing. p.172. + Walfing. p. 171s 
$ Rymer, vol. 5. p. $23. Ypod Neuft p. g2t. oi a ate 
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men, and of which not a third were Englith ; and with this fmall body, he ven- 
tured to penetrate into the heart of France. After ravaging the Agenois, Quercy, 
and the Limoufin, he entered the province of Berry ; and made fome attacks, 
tho’ without fuccefs, on the towns of Bourges and Iffoudun. It appeared, that 
his intentions were to march into Normandy, and join his forces to thofe of the 
duke of Lancafter, and the partizans of the King of Navarre; but finding all 
the bridges on the Loire broke down, and every pafs carefully guarded, he was 
obliged to think of making his retreat into Guienne *. He found this refolution 
the more neceflary, from the intelligence which he received of the King of 
France's motions, That monarch, provoked at the infule offered him by this 
incurfion, and entertaining hopes of fuccefs from the young prince’s temerity, 
collected a great army of above 60,000 men, and advanced with hafty marches 
to intercept his enemy. The prince, not aware of John’s near approach, loft 


fome days, on his retreat, before the caftle of Remorantin + ; and thereby gave 
the French an opportunity of overtaking him. They came within fight at Mau- Battle of Poic- 
pertuis near Poictiers ; and Edward, fenfible that his retreat was now become im- tiers. 


practicable, prepared for battle with all the courage of a young hero, and with 
all the prudence of the oldeft and moft experienced commander, 

But the utmoft prudence and courage would have proved infufficient to fave 
him in this extremity, had the King of France known how to make ufe of his pre- 
fent advantages. His vaft fuperiority in numbers enabled him to furround the 
enemy ; and by intercepting all their provifions, which were already become {carce 
in the Englifh camp, to reduce this {mall army, without a blow, .to the neceffity 
of furrendering at difcretion. But fuch was the impatient ardour of the French 
nobility, and fo much had their thoughts been bent on overtaking the Englith as 
their fole object, that this idea never ftruck any of the commanders ; and they 
immediately prepared themfelves for the affault, as for a certain victory. While 


the French army was drawn up in order of battle, they were {topped by the ap- 


pearance of the cardinal of Perigord ; who, having learned the approach of the two 
armies to each other, had haftened, by interpofing his good offices, to prevent 


any farther effufion of Chriftian blood. . By John’s permiflion, he carried pro- . 


pofals to the prince of Wales; and found him fo fenfible of the bad pofture of 
his affairs, that an accommodation feemed not impracticable. Edward told him, that 
he would agree to any terms confiftent with his own honour and that of England; 
and he offered to purchafe a retreat by refigning all the conquefts, which he had 
made during this and the former campaign, and by ftipulating not,to ferve againft 
France during the courfe of feven years. But John, imagining that he had 


* Walfing. p.171,  ~ | Froiffart, liv. 1. chap, 158. Walfing. p. 171. 
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now got into his hands a fufficient pledge for the reftitution of Calais; required? 
chat Edward fhould furrender himfelf prifoner with an hundred of his attendants 3: 
and offered on thefe terms a fafe retreat to the Englifh army: The prince rejected: 
the propofal with. difdain ; and declared, that whatever fortune fhould attend him, 
England fhould never be obliged to pay the price of his ranfom. This refolute 
an{wer cut off all hopes of accommodation’; but as the day was already {pent in 
negociating, the battle was delayed till the next morning 3 

Tue cardinal of Perigord, as all the prelates of the court of Rome, was ex- 
tremely attached to the French:caufe; but the moft:determined enemy could not 
have contrived a greater prejudice to John’s affairs, than he did them by this. 
delay. The prince of Wales had leifure, during the night, to ftrengthen, by new 
entrenchments, the poft which he had’ before fo judicioufly chofen ; and he ¢on- 
rrived an ambuth of 300 menvat arms, and as many archers, whom he put under: 
the command of the Captal de Buche, and ordered to-make a circuit, that they: 
rnight fall on the flank or rear of the French army during the engagement: The 
van of his army was commanded by the earl of Warwic, the rear by the earls of 
Salifbury and Suffolk, the main body by the prince himfelf. The lords Chandos. 
Audeley, and many other brave and experienced commanders; were at the head of. 
different corps of his army- tied ailfuey Sra SASiee ae 

Joun alfo- arranged his forces in three divifions, nearly equal: The firft. was: 
commanded by the duke of Orleans, the King’s brother ; the fecond by the Dau~ 


- 


phin attended with his two younger brothers; the third by the King himfelf,. im 


who had by his fide Philip his fourth fon and favourite, then about fourteen years 
of age. Thére was no reaching the Englifh army but thro” a narrow 
lane, covered on each fide by hedges; and in order to open this paflage, the 
marefchals, Andrehen and Clermont, were ordered to advance with a feparate de- 
rachment of men at arms. While they marched along the lane, a body of En- 
slith archers, who lined the hedges, plyed them on each fide with their arrows. 


‘and being very near them, yet placed in perfect fafety, they coolly took their aim | 


againft the enemy, and maffacred them with impunity. The French detach 
ment, much difcouraged with the unequal fight, and diminifhed in their num- 
he open grounds the: 
prince of Wales himfelf, at the head of a chofen body, ready for theirsreception. 
refchals was flain 5 ano- 
ther taken prifoner - And the remainder of the detachment, who were ftill in the 
lane, and expofed to the thot of the enemy, without being able to make refift- 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 1614 
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guce, recoiled upon their own army, and put every thing into diforder*. In 
that critical moment,. the Captal de Buche unexpectedly appeared, and attacked 
in fank the Dauphin’s line, which fell, into fome confufion. lLiandas, Bodenai 
and St. Venant, to whom the care of that young prince and his brothers had been 


committed, too. anxious for their charge or for their own fafety,. carried them off 


i 

the ficld to Chauvigny, and fet the example of flight, which was followed, by 
that whole divifion.... The duke of Orleans,. feized with a like panic, and ima- 
sining all was loft, thought no longer of fighting, but carried off his divifion 
by a retreat, which foon turned alfo into a cam The lord Chandos called out 
to the prince, that the day was won; and encouraged i him to attack the divifion, 
under King John, which, tho’ more numerous than the whole Englifh army, 
were fomewhat difmayed with the precipitate flight of their companions. John 
here made the utmoft efforts to retrieve by his valour, what his imprudence had 
betrayed ; and the only refiftance made that day was by his line of battle. The 
prince of Wales fell with impetuofity on fome German cavalry placed in the 
front, and commanded by the counts of Sallebruche, Nydo, and Nefto: A fierce 
battle enfued: The one fide were encouraged by the near profpect of fo great a 
victory : The other fide were retained by the fhame of quitting the field to an 
enemy fo much inferior: But the three German generals, together with the duke 
of Athens, conftable of France, falling in ba attle, that body of cavalry gave way, 
and left the King himfelf expofed to the whole fury ofthe enemy. The ranks 
were every moment thinned around hin : The nobles, fell by his fide, one after 

another: His fon, fcarce’fourteen years of age, received a wound, while he was 
‘fighting valiantly in defence of his father: The King himfelf, fpent with fa- 
‘tipue, ad overwhelmed by numbers, might éafily hive been difpatched; but 
every Englifh gentleman, ambitious of taking alive the royal prifoner, fpared 
him in the action, called to him to furrender him elf. and offered him quarter : 
Several, who attempted to feize him, fuffered for their temerity. He ftill cried 
out, Where is my coufin, the prince of Wales, and feemed ‘unwilling to become pri- 


‘foner to any perfon of inferior rank.’ But Being told, that the prince was at a Captivity of 
“great diftance on the field, he threw down his” gauntlet, and yielded himfelf to the King of, 


Derinis’ de Morbec, a knight of Arras, who had been obliged to fly his’ country 
for murder. ‘His fon was taken with him +. 

Tue prince of Wales, who had been catried away in purfuit of the flying ene- 
my, finding the field entirely clear, had ordered a tent to be pitched, and was 
repofing himfelf after the toils of battle; enquiring full with great anxiety Con- 
cerning the fate.of the French monarch. He difpatched the, earl of Warwic. to 


® Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 162. + Rymer, vol. 6. p. 72, 154. Froiflart, liv. 1. chap. 164. 
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bring him intelligence, and that nobleman came happily in time to fave the life 
of the captive prince, which was expofed to greater danger than it had been dur- 
ing the heat of action. The Englifh had taken lim’ by violence from Morbec : 
The Gafcons claimed the honour of detaining the prifoner: And fome. brutal 
foldiers, rather than yield the prize to their rivals, had threatened to put him to 
death*, | Warwic overawed both parties, and approaching the King with great 
demonftrations of refpeét, offered to conduc him to the prince’s tent. 


Here commences the real’ and truly admirable heroifm of Edward: For vie- 
tories are vulgar things in comparifon of that moderation and humanity difcover- 
ed by a young prince of twenty feven years of age, not yet cooled from the fury 
of battle, and elated by as extraordinary and as unexpected fuccefs as had ever crown- 
ed the arms of any general. He came forth to meet the captive King with all 
the figns of regard and fympathy ; adminiftered comfort to him amidft his mif- 
fortunes; paid him the tribute of praife due to his valour; and afcribed his own 


victory merely to the blind chance of war or to a fuperior providence, which con- 


trouls all the efforts of human force and prudence +. The behaviour of John 
fhowed him not unworthy of this courteous treatment: His prefent abject for- 


tune never made him forget a moment that he was a King: More fenfible to 


Edward’s generofity, than to his own calamities, he confeffed, that, notwith- 
ftanding his defeat and captivity, his honour was ftill unimpaired ; and that, if 
he yielded the victory, it was.at leaft gained by a prince of fuch confummate va- 
lour and humanity. | 


Epwarp ordered a magnificent repaft to be prepared in his tent for the prifo-_ 


ners; and he himfelf ferved the royal captive’s table, as if he had been one of his 
retinue: He ftood at the King’s back during the meal ; conftantly refufed to take 
a place at table ; and declared, that, being a fubjeét, he was too well acquainted 


with the diftance between his own rank, ‘and that of royal majefty, to affume. fuch 
freedom, All his father’s pretenfions to the crown of France were now buried 
in oblivion : John in- captivity received the honours of a King, which were re~ 


fufed him, when feated on the throne: His misfortunes, not his title, were re- 





pected: And the French prifoners, conquered by this elevation. of mind, more 


than by their late difcomfiture, burft out into.tears of joy and admiration ; which 
were only checked by the refleGtion, that fach genuine and unaltered heroifm in 
an.enemy muft certainly in the iffue prove but the more dangerous to their native 
country {. on peer ) 1 5 ae 


seiMs 
- 
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Axi the Englifh and Gafcon knights imitated the gencrous example fet them 
by their prince. The captives were eve ry where treated with humanity, and were 
foon after difmiffed on paying moderate ranfoms to the perfons into whofe hands 
they had fallen. The extent of their fortunes was confidered, and no more wa 
exacted of them than what would. ftill leave them fufficient to enable them, for 
the future, to perform their military fervice in a manner fuitable to their rank 
and quality. Yet fo numerous were the noble prifoners, that thefe ranfoms, join- 
ed to the fpoils of the field, were fufficient to enrich the prince’s army ; and as 
they had fuffered very little in the aétion, their joy and exultation was compleat. 


VAT 


Tue prince of Wales conducted his prifoner to Bourdeaux ; and not being pro- 
vided of forces fo numerous as might enable him to pufh his prefent ad vantages, 
he concluded ‘a two years truce with France *, which was.alfo become requilite, 
that he might conduct the captive King with fafety into England. He landed 
at Southwark, and was met by a prodigious concourfe of people, of all. ranks 
and {tations, The prifoner was clad in royal apparel, and mounted on a white 
itced, diftinguifhed by its fize and beauty, and by the richnefs of its furniture. 


The conqueror rode by his fide in a meaner attire, and carried bya black pal-. 


try. In this fituation, much more glorious than all the infolent parade of a Ro- 


man triumpb, he paffed thro’ the ftreets of London, and prefented the King of 
France to his father, who advanced to meet him, and received him with the 
fasnecgurtely,. as if he had been a «neighbouring potentate, who had voluntarily 
come to pay hima friendly vifit +. It is impoffible, in reflecting on this noble 


conduct, not. to perceive the advantages which refulted from the otherwife whim- 
fical principles of chivalry, and which gave men in thofe rude times fome fupe- 
“Hlority even over people of a more cultivated age and nation. | 
Tue King of France, befides the generous treatment which he met with in 
England, had .the melancholy confolation of the wretched, to fee their compa- 
nions in affliction. The King of Scots had- been eleven years a captive in- Ed- 
ward's hands ; and the good fortune of this monarch had reduced at once the two 
neighbouring potentates, with whom he was engaged in war, to be prifoners in 
his capital. . But Edward, finding that the conqueft of Scotland was no wife ad- 
vanced by the captivity of its fovereign, and that. the government,. conducted 
by Robert Stuart, his heir and nephew, was ftill able to defend itfelf, confented 
to reftore David Bruce to his liberty, for the ranfom of 100,000 marks {terling ; 
and that prince delivered the fons of all his principal nobility, as hoftages for the 


payment f. 


* Rymer, vol. 6. p. 3. t+ Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 173, t Rymer, vol. 6. p. 45, 
49, 52, 56. Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 174. Walfingham, p. 173, By 
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Mranwrize, the captivity of John, joined to the preceding diforders of the 
French government, had produced in that country a diffolution, almoft total, of 
civil authority, and had oecafioned confufions, the moft horrible and deftruétive, 
which had ever been experienced in any age of in any nations The Dauphin, 
now about eighteen years of age, naturally affumed the royal power during his 
father’s captivity ; but tho endowed with excellent abilities, even in fuch early 
years, he pofiefied neither the experience nor authority requifite to defend a ftate, 


affailed at once by foreign power and fhaken by ‘nternal factions. In order to_ 
obtain fupply, he affembled the ftates of the kingdom: That affembly, inftead 


of fupporting his adminiftration, were chemfelves feized with the fpirit of confu- 
-fion, and laid hold of the prefent opportunity to demand limitations of the prince's 
power, the punifhment of paft malverfations, and the liberty of the King of 
Navarre. Marcel, provoft of the merchants and firft magiftrate of Paris, put 
himfelf at the head of the unruly populace ; and from the violence and temerity of 
his chara¢ter, pufhed them to commit the moft criminal outrages againit the roy- 
al authority. They detained the Dauphin in a fort of captivity they mur- 
dered in his prefence Robert de Clermont and John de Conflans, marefchals of 
France ; they threatened all the other minifters with a like fate ; and when Charles, 


~ who was obliged to temporize and difiemble, made his efcape from their hands, 


they levied war againft him, and openly erected the ftandard of rebellion, The 
other cities of the kingdom, in imitation of the capital, fhook off the Dauphin’s 
authority ; took the government ‘nto their own hands; and fpread the difor- 
der into every province. ‘T’he nobles, whofe inclinations led them to adhere to 
the crown, and were naturally difpofed to check thefe tumults, had loft all theit 


influence ; and being reproached with cowardice on account of the bafe defertion 
of their fovercign in the battle of Poicti 


ers, were treated with univerfal contempt 
by the inferior orders. The troops, who, 


from the deficiency of pay, were no longer 


ance by pillage and robbery, and aflociating to them all the diforderly people, with 
which that age abounded, formed numerous bands, which infefted all quarters of 
the kingdom. They laid the open country defolate ; burned and plundered the 
villages ; and by cutting off all means of communication or fubfiftence, reduced 
even the inhabitants of the walled towns to the moft extreme neceffity. The pea- 
fants, formerly opprefied, and now left unprotected, by their mafters, became del- 


_ perate from their prefent mifery; and rifing every where in arms, carried to the 


laft extremity thofe diforders, which were derived from the fedition of the citizens 


hated for their tyranny, were every where 
* Froiflart, liv, 1-chap: 182, 1935 iBas A209 ! 
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expofed to the violence of popular rage; and inftead of meeting with regard for Chap. XVL 


their paft dignity, became only, on that account, the object of more wanton 
infult to the mutinous peafants. They were hunted like wild beafts, and put to 
the {word without mercy: Their caftles were confumed with fire, and levelled to 
the ground : Their wives and daughters were firft ravifhed,.and then murder- 
ed: The favages proceeded fo far as to impale fome gentlemen, and roaft them 
alive before a flow fire: A body of nine thoufand of them broke into Meaux, 
where the wife of the Dauphin with above 300 ladies had taken fhelter: The 
moft brutal treatment and moft atrocious cruelty were juftly dreaded by this help- 
lefs company: But the Captal de Buche, tho’ in the fervice of Edward, yet moved 
by generofity and by the gallantry of a true knight, flew to their relief, and beat 
off the peafants with great flaughter. In other civil wars, the oppofite factions, 
falling under the government of their feveral leaders, commonly preferve ftill 
the veftige of fome rule and order: But here the wild ftate of nature feemed to 
be renewed: Every man was thrown loofe and independant from his fellows : 


And the great multitude of people, which had arifen from the preceding police 


of civil fociety, ferved only to encreafe the horrour and confufion of the 
{cene. 

Amrpst thefe diforders, the King of Navarre made his efcape from prifon, 
and prefented a dangerous leader to the furious malecontents *. But the fplen- 
didstalents of this prince qualified him only to do mifchief, and to encreafe the pub- 
lic confufions : He wanted the fteddinefs and prudence requifite for making his 
intrigues fubfervient to his ambition, and forming his numerous partizans into a 
regular faétion. He revived his pretenfions, fomewhat obfolete, to the crown 
of France; and indeed, if female fucceflion was to be admitted, his mother, the 
daughter of Lewis Hutin, brought him undoubtedly the only lawful title, and 
ftood before Ifabella, the mother of Edward, in the courfe of defcent. But while 
he advanced this claim, he relied entirely on his alliance with the Englifh,, who 
were concerned in intereft to difappoint his pretenfions, and who, being public 
and inveterate enemies to the ftate, ferved only, by the friendfhip which they feem- 
ingly bore him, to render his caufe the more odious: And in all his operations, he 
acted more like a leader of banditti, than one who afpired to be the head of a regu- 
Jar government, and who was engaged by his ftation to endeavour the re-efta- 

\ifament of order in the community. 

Tue eyes, therefore, of all the French, who wifhed to reftore peace to their 

miferable and defolated country, were turned towards the Dauphin 3 and. that 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 181. 
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young pr uc 
prudence and fpirit, that he gained daily the afcendant over all-his ‘eneé 


mies. Marcel, the feditious provoft, was flain, while he was attempting’ to des 
liver the city to the King of Navarre and the Englifh; and the capital immedi- 
ately returned to its duty *, The moft confiderable bodies of the ntutinous peas 
fants were diffipated, and put to the {word : Some bands of military robbers un- 


derwent the fame fate: And tho’ many grievous diforders ftill remained, France 


began gradually to affume the face of a regular civil government, and’ to form 
fome plan for its defence and fecurity. een ee Ae ee 

Durine the confufion in the Dauphin’s affairs, Edward feemed to have -a fa- 
vourable opportunity of pufhing his conquefts: But befides- that his hands were 
tied by the truce, and he could only affift underhand the faction of Navarre; the 
ftate of the Englifh finances and military power during thofe ages rendered the 
kingdom incapable of making any regular or fteddy effort, and obliged it to ex- 
ert its force at very diftant intervals, by which all the projected ends were com- 
monly difappointed. Edward employed himfelt, during a conjuncture fo in+ 
viting, chiefly in negotiations with his prifoner; and John had the weaknefs 
to fign terms of peace, which, had they taken effect, muft have totally ruined 


and difmembered his kingdom. ''He agreed to reftore all the’ provinees, which 


had been poffefled by Henry If. and his two fons, and to annex them for ever 
to England without any obligation of homage or fealty on the part of the En- 


slifh monarch. But the Dauphin and the ftates of France rejected this treaty, 


fo difhonourable and pernicious to the kingdom +; and Edward, on the expira- 
tion of the truce, having now, by: fubfidies and frugality, “collected fome trea~ 
fure, prepared himfelf for a new invafion of France. 


Tue great authority and renown of the King and the prince of Wales, the 


fplendid fuccefs of their former enterprizes, and the certain’ profpeét of plunder 
from the defencelefs provinces of France, foon brought together all ‘the military 


‘power of England; andthe fame motives invited to Edward’s ftandard all the 


hardy adventurers of the different countries of Europe ft. He pafied over to 
Calais with an army of 100,000 men ; ‘a force, which the Dauphin could not 
pretend to withftand in the open field: And he therefore prepared himfelf to 
elude a blow, which it was impoffible for him to refift. He put all the confider- 
able towns in a pofture of defence; ordered them to be fupplied with magazines 
and provifions ; diftributed proper garrifens “in all places; fecured every thing 
* Frojffart, liv. 1. chap. 187. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. zo1. =f Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 205, 
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valuable in the fortified cities: and chofe his‘own {tation at Paris, with a view of ohay. xT. 


allowing the enemy to wafte their fury on the open coyntry. 


Tue King, aware of this plan of defence, was obliged to carry along with him 
fix thoufand waggons, loaded with. the provifions neceflary for the fubfiftance of 
his army. After ravaging the province of Picardy, he advanced into Cham- 
pagne ; and having a ftrong defire of being crowned King of Franee at Rheims, 
the ufual place in which that ceremony is performed, he laid fiege to the city, 
and carried on his attacks, tho’ without {uccefs, for the {pace of feven weeks *. The 
place.was bravely defended by the inhabitants, encouraged by the exhortations of the 
archbifhep, John de Craon; till the advanced feafon (for this expedition was en- 
tered upon in the beginning of winter) obliged the King to raife the fiege. The 
province of Champagne, meanwhile, was laid defolate by his incurfions; and he 
thence conducted his army, with alike intent into Burgundy. - He took and pil- 
laced Tonnerre, Gaillon, Avalon, and other fmall places; but the duke of Bur- 
gundy, that he tight 'preferve his country from farther ravages, confented to pay 
him the fum of 100,000 nobles+. Edward then bent his march towards the 
Wivernois, which faved itfelf by alike compofition: He laid wafte the Brie and the 
Gatinois; and after a long march, very deftructive to France, and fomewhat ruinous 
to his own croops, he appeared before the gates of Paris, and taking up his quarters 
at Bourg-la-Reine, extended his army to Long-jumeau, Mont-rouge and Vau- 
girard. He-tried to provoke the Dauphin to hazard a battle, by fending him a 
defiance ; but could not make that prudent prince change his plan of operations. 
Paris was fafe from the danger of an afflault by its numerous garrifon ; from that 
of a blockade by its.well fupplied magazines ; and as IXdward could not fubfift 
his own army in a.country, wafted by foreign and domeflic enemies, and left al- 
fo empty by the precaution of the Dauphin, he was obliged to remove his quar- 
ters, and he {pread his army into the provinces of Maine, Beauffe, and the Char- 
traine, which were abandoned to the fury of their devaftations f=. The only re- 
pofe which France experienced was during the feftival of Eafter, when the King 
{topped the courfe of his ravages. For fuperftition can fometimes reftrain the raze 
of man, which neither, juftice nor humanity is able to controul. 

Wui te the war was carried on in this ruinous manner, the negotiations for 
peace were never interrupted: But as the King ftill infifted on the full execution 
of the treaty, which he had made with his prifoner at London, and which was 
ftrenucully reyected by the Dauphin, there appeared no likelihood of an accom- 


“Broiflart, liv. 1.chap.208,  Walfingham, p. 174. + Rymer, vol..6. p. 161.  Wal- 
fingham, p. 174, { Walfingham, p. 175. | 
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modation. ‘The earl, now duke of Lancafter (for this title was introduced into 
England during the prefent reign) endeavoured to foften the rigor of thefe terms, 
and to- terminate the war on more equal and reafonable conditions. He infifted 
with Edward, that, notwithftanding his great and furprizing fuccefles, the ob- 


jeCt_of the war, ‘ fuch was to be efteemed the acquifition of the crown of France, — 


was not become any nearer than at the commencement of it; or rather, was fet 


at a greater diftance by thofe very victories and advantages, which feemed to lead 


eo it. That-his claim of fucceffion had not from the firft procured him one par- 
tizan in the kingdom ; and the continuance of thefe deftrudtive hoftilities had 


united every Frenchman in the moft implacable animofity againft him. ~ That 


tho’ inteftine faétion had crept into the government of France, it was abat- 


ing every moment ; and no party, even during the greateft heat of the conteft, © 


when fubje€tion under a foreign enemy ufually appears preferable to the do- 


minion of fellow citizens, had ever adopted the pretenfions of the King of England. - 


That the King of Navarre himfelf, who alone was allied with the Englifh, inftead 
of being a cordial friend, was Fdward’s moft dangerous rival, and in the opinion of 
his partizans appeared to poffefs a much preferable title to the crown of France. That 
the prolongation of the war, however it might enrich the Englifh foldiers, was 


ruinous to the King himfelf, who bore all the charges of the armament, without reap ; 
ing any folid or durable advantage fom thence. That if the prefent difordersof France as 
‘continued, that kingdom would foon be reduced to fuch defolation as to afford 


no fpoils to its ravagers ; ‘fit could eftablifh a more fteady government, 4 


might turn the chance of war in ‘ts favour, and by its fuperior force and ad- 
vantages be able to repel the prefent vidlors. ‘That the Dauphin, even during 
his greateft diftrefles, had yet conduéted himfelf with fo much prudence as to 
prevent the Englifh from acquiring one foot of land in the kingdom ; and it 
were better for the King to accept by a peace what he had in vain attempted to 
acquire by hoftilities, which, however hitherto fuccefsful, had been extremely 
expenfive, and might prove very dangerous, And that Edward having acquired 
fo much glory by his arms, the praife of moderation was the only honour, which 
he could now afpire to; an honour fo much the greater, that it was durable,, 
was united with that of prudence, and might be attended with the moft real 
advantages 7. 7 i 


Tus reafons. induced Edward to accept of more equitable terms of peace’s 
and it is probable, that, in order to palliate this change of refolution, he afcrib- 
ed it to.a vow, made during a terrible tempeft which attacked his army on their 


march, and which the antient hiftorians reprefent as the caufe of this. fudden ac- — 


* Froiffart, liv, 1. chap. 211 Fae i ; 
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commodation *. Theconferences between the Englifh and French commiffioners Chap. XVI. 
were carried on during a few days at Bretigni in the Chartraine, and the peace RgRS. 
was at laft concluded on the following conditions -: It was ftipulated, that King sth May. 
John fhould be reftored to his liberty, and fhould pay as his ranfom three millions 
of crowns of gold, about 1,500,000 pounds of our prefent money {; which was : 
to be difcharged at different payments: That Edward fhould for ever renounce 
all claim to the crown of France, and to the provinces of Normandy, Maine, 
Touraine, and Anjou, poffeffed by his anceftors; and fhould receive in exchange 
the provinces of Poictou, Xaintonge, l’Agenois, Perigort, the Limoufin, Quercy, 
Rovergue, l’Angoumois, and other diftri¢ts in that quarter, together with Calais, 
Guifnes, Montreuil, and the county of Ponthieu, on the other fide of France: 
‘That the full fovereignty of all thefe provinces, as well. as that of-Guienne, fhould 
be vefted in the crown of England, and that France fhould renounce all title to 
feudal jurifdiction, homage, or appeal from them: That the King of Navarre 
fhould be reftored to all his honours and pofleffions: That Edward fhould renounce 
his confederacy with the Flemifh, John his connexions with the Scots :. That the 
difputes concerning the fucceflion of Brittany, between the families of Blois and 
Mountfort, fhould be decided by arbiters, appointed by the two Kings, and if 
the competitors refufed to fubmit to the fentence,. the difpute fhould no longer be 
a ground of war between the kingdoms: And that forty hoftages, fuch as fhould 
be agreed on, fhould be fent to England as a fecurity for the execution of all 
thefe conditions §. 7 
In confequence of this treaty of peace, the King of France was brought over to 
* Calais; whither Edward alfo foon. after arrived: And both princes there lolemnly 
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8th July. 


* Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 211. + Rymer, vol.’6. p. 178. Froiffart, tiv ry chap. 212i» 

t This is a prodigious fum, and probably near the half of what the King received from t 1¢ =o 
ment during the whole courfe of his reign, It muft be remarked, that a tenth and fifteenth (4 ; Pris al-— 
ways thought a high grant) were, in the eighth year of his reign, fixed at about 29,000 ! | 
were about 30,000 facks of wool exported every year: A fack of wool was at a medium fold for five 
pounds, Upon thefe fuppofitions it would be eafy to compute all the parliamentary grants, taking the 
liftas they ftand in Tyrrel, vol. 3. p. 780: Tho’ much muit flill be left to conjecture. This King 1e- 
vied more money from his fubjeéts than any of his predeceffors ; and the parliament frequently com- 
plain of the poverty of the people, and the oppreffions under which they laboured. But it is to be 

“remarked, that the half of the French King’s ranfom was not paid before the war broke out between 
the two crowns: His fon chofe rather to employ the mies in combating the Englifhy than in enrich- 
ing them. See Rymer, vol. 8. p. 315. 

§ The hoftages were the two fons of the French King, John and Lewis; his brother Philip. duke of 
Orleans, the duke of Baurbon, James de Bourbon count de Ponthieu, the counts d’Ea, de Longueville, 
de St. Pol, de Harcourt, de Vendome, de Couci, de Craon, de Montmorenci, and many of the chief 
nobility of ‘France. ‘The princes were moftly releafed on the fulfilling of certain articles : Others of 
the hoftages, and the duke.of Berry among the reft, were permitted to retarn upon their parole, which 
they did not keep. Rymer, vol. 6. p. 278, 285, 287 
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ratified the treaty. John was fent to Boulogne; the King accompanied him a 
mile in his journey; and the ‘wo monarchs: parted, with many profeflions, pro- 
bably cordial and fincere, of inatual friendf{hip and amity *. The good difpofition 
of John made him fully fenible of the gefi¢rous treatment which he had met 
with in England, and obliterzted all memary of the afcendant gained over him 
by his rival. There feldom has been a treaty of fo great importance fo faithfully 
executed by both parties, Elward had {carcely from the beginning entertained 
any hopes of acquiring the Gown of France: By reftoring John to his liberty, 
and making ‘peace at a jundure fo favourable to’his arms, he bad now plainly 





renounced all pretenfions of this nature: Hie had fold at a very high price that 


chimerical claim: And had a: prefent ‘no other intereft than to retain thofe acqui+ 
fitions which hehad made wit: fuch fingular prudence and good fortune. John, on 
the other hand, tho’ the terms were fevere and rigorous upon him, pofiefied fuch 
fidelity and honour, that he was determined at all hazards to execute them; and to 


ufe every expedient for fatistying a monarch, who had indeed been his Breateft po- 


litical enemy, but had treatec him perfonally with fingular humanity and regard: 
But, notwithftanding all his exdeavours, there occurred many difficulties in fulfill- 
ing his purpofe; chiefly from the extreme reluctance, which many towns and vafials 


“= 


nion + 3°and John, in order to adjuft thefe differences, took a refolution of coming 


over himfelf into England. His council endeavoured to diffuade him from this rafh © 


defign ; and probably would have been pleafed to fee him employ more chicanery, 


for eluding the éxecution of fo difadvantageous a treaty: ‘But John replied to~ 
them, that, tho’ good faith were banifhed from the reft of the earth, fhe ought , 
{till to retain her habitation in the. breafts of princes. Some hiftorians would de- — 
tra fromthe merit of this honourable behaviour, by reprefenting John as ena- — 


Ww Englifh lady, t) whom he was glad, on this pretence, to pay a vifit: 


But befides, that this furmize is not founded on any good authority, it appears. 


very unlikely on account of the advanced age of that prince, who was now. in 


neiehbourhood of Guierne, expreffed againit fubmitting to the Englith domi-- 





his fifty-fixth year. He was lodged in the Savoy. the palace where he had.res 


fided ‘during his captivity, and where he foon ‘after fickened and died. Nothing 
can be a ftronger proof of the great dominion of fortune over men, than theca 
lamities which purfued a monarch of fuch eminent valour, goodnefs and honour, 
and which he incurred merey by reafon of fome flight imprudences, which, in 
other fituations, Would have been of no importance. But tho’ both “his reign 
and ‘that of his father, proved’ - extremely unfortunate to their kingdom, the 


, avy 


rue 


French crown acquired, during their time, very confiderable acceffions,. thofe of 


* Proiflart, liv. 1. clap, 213: + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 214. 
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Dauphiny and Burgundy. This latter province, however, John had the impru- Chap. XVI. 
dence again to difmember from the crown, by beftowing it.on Philip his fourth fon, 1394 
and chief favourite *; a deed, which was afterwards the foutce of Many cala- 

mities. to -his kingdom. 


Joun was fucceeded in the throne by- Charles, the Dauphin, a prince educated 
ta the fehool of adverfity, and well qualified, by his confummate prudence and 
experience, to repair all the lofies, which the kingdom had fuffered from the errors 
of his two predecefiors, Contrary to the practice of all the great princes of thofe 

‘times, :which held nothing in eftimation but military ‘courage, he feems to have 
fixed it asa maxim never to appear at the head of his armies; and he was the 
firft King in Europe, who: fhowed the advantages of policy, forefight and judg~ 
ment, above'a rafh and precipitate valour. The events of his reign, compared 
with thofe of the preceding, “area proof, how-little reafon kingdoms have to va- 
lue themfelves on their victories, o¢'to'be ‘humbled by their defeats, which in reality 
ought to be aferibed entirely to the good or bad conduét of their rulers, and go 
avery little way towards determining national charaGters and manners. 

BEFORE Charles could think of counter-ballancing fo great a power as Encland, State of 
it was neceflary for him to remedy ‘the many diforders, to which his own kines Brance. 
dom was expofed: He turned his arms againit the King of Navarte, the creat 
difturber of Francé during‘ that age: He defeated that prince by the conduét of 
Bertrand du Guefclin, a gentleman of Brittany, one of the moft accomplifhed 
characters of the age, whom he.had the difcernment to choofe as the inftrument 
of all his victories + : And he obliged his enemy to accept of moderate terms of 
peace, Du Guefclin wasefs fortunate in the wars of Brittany, which ftil! conti- 
nued, notwithftanding the mediation of France and England: He was defeated 
and taken prifoner at Auray by Chandos: Charles de Blois, was thereaflain, and 

. the young count de Mountfort foom after got entire pofleffion of nee eel +. 
But the prudence of Charies broke the force of this blow: He fubmitted to the 
decifion of fortune: He acknowledged the title of Mountfort, tho’ 4 zealous 
partizan of England's’ and received the profered homage for‘his dominions. But 
the chief obftacle. which the French King met with in the fettlentent of the {tate, 
proceeded from‘ obfeure*enemies, whom their crimes alone rendered eminent, and 
their number dangerous. 











On the conclufion. of the treaty of Bretigni, the many military adventurers, 
who had followed the fortunes of Edward, being difperfed into the feveral pro- 
m * 


* Rymer, vol. 6>p: 421. f Froifart, liv, 1. chap. 119, 120, 122, t Froiffart, liv. r. 
chap. 227, 228, &¢c. Walijng. p, 180. 
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Chap. XVI. vinces, and pofiefied 
1364+ quifh a courfe of life, 


were already enured tot 
the companies and companions, 
Some Englifh and Gafcon gent 


nay, fir Hugh Calverl 
take the command of 


near 4,000, and who bore the appeara 


of robbers. Thefe lea 


gained victories 5 in on 
flain +: And they proceede 
lar eftablifhments to become, princes, 


of ftrong holds, refufed to lay down their arms, or relin- 
to which they were now accuftomed, and by which alone 
they could gain a fubfiftance *. They aflociated themfélves with the banditti, who 


he habits of rapine and violence ; and under the :name of 
became a terror to all the peaceable inhabitants. 
lemen of character, particularly fir Matthew Gour- 


ey, the chevalier Verte, and others, were not afhamed to 
thefe. ruffians, whofe numbers amounted on the whole to 


ders fought pitche 


world, their infamous profeffion. Th 


country, the more eafy they foun 
were reduced to mifery and defpair, 
day encreafing : And tho’ the Pope 
plunderers, however d 


reater regard than to 


by it to betake themfelves to any peaceable or lawful profeffion. 


1366. As Charles was not 
led, both by neceffity, 


and to contrive fome met 


and inteftine evile 
: Pst 






eeply affected 


nce of regular armies, rather than bands 


d battles with the troops of France, and 


eof which Jaques de Bourbon, a prince of the blood, was 
d to fuch a height, that they wanted little but regu- 
and thereby fanétify, by the maxims of the 


e greater fpoil they committed, on the 


d it to recruit their number: All thofe,, who 
Gocked to their ftandard: The evil was every 
declared them excom municate, thefe military 
with this fentence, to which they paid a much 


any maxims of juftice or humanity, could not be induced 


oS 
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able by power to redrefs fo enormous a crievance, he was 2 
and by the turn of his character, to correct it by policy, 


onty from prefent terror an anxious and 


nobles fell every day t 
natural brothers from 


talents, his neighbours, 


he victims of his 


hod of difcharging into foreign countries this dangerous 


: King of Caftile, ftigmatized by his contemporaries and by pofterity 
with the epithet of Cruel, had filled with blood and murder his kingdom ane his 
own family ; and having incurred the univerfal hatred of his fubjects, he kept 


precarious pofleffion of the throne. His 


feverity : He put to death feveral of his 


croundlefs jealoufy + Each murder, by multiplying, his 
enemies, became the occafion of frefh barbarities : And as he was not deftitute 0 


grefs of his violence and injuftice- The 
foftened by his ftrong propenfity to love, was rather enflamed by that paffion, _ 


and took thence new 


occafion to exert itfelf. Inftigated by Mary de Padilla, — 
who had acquired the afcendant over him, he threw into prifon Blanche de Bour- 


*® Froiflart, liv. 1. chap, 214. 


no lefs than his own fubjects, were alarmed by the pro- 


ferocity of his temper, inftead of being 





4 Froiffart, liv. 1 chap. 214, 215. 
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bon, his wife, fifter to the Queen of France ; and foon after made way by poifon Chap. XVI. 


for the efpoufing of his miftrefs. 

Henry, count de Tranftamare, his natural brother, feeing the fate of every one 
who had become obnoxious to this tyrant, took arms againft him; but being 
foiled in the attempt, he fought for refuge in France, where he found the minds 
of every one-extremely enflamed againft Peter, on account of his murder of the 
French princefs. He propofed to Charles the enlifting of the companies into his 
fervice, and leading them into Caftile ; where, from the concurrence of his own 
friends, and the enemies of his brother, he had the profpeét of certain and im- 
mediate fuccefs. ‘The French King, charmed with the project, employed Du 
Gueiclin in negotiating with the leaders of thefe banditti. The treaty was foon 
concluded. The high character of honour, which that general pofleffed, made eve- 
ry one truft to his promifes: Tho’ the intended expedition was kept a fecret, the 
companies implicitly inlifted under his ftandard: And they required no other 
condition before their engagement, than an, affurance, that they were not to be 
led againft the prince of Wales in Guienne. But that prince was fo little averfe 
to the enterprize, that he allowed fome gentlemen of his retinue to enter into the 


fervice under du Guefclin. 

Du Guesciin, having compleated his levies, led the army firft to Avignon, 
where the Pope then refided, and demanded, fword in hand, an abfolution-for 
his foldiers, and the fum of 200,000 livres. The firft was very readily promifed 
him ; fome more difficulty was made with regard to the fecond. ‘‘ I believe 
“* my fellows,” replied du Guefclin, ‘ may make a fhift to do without your 
‘¢ abfolution ; but the money is abfolutely neceffary.” The Pope then extorted 
from the inhabitants in the city and neighbourhood the fum of an hundred thou- 
fand livres, and offered it to Du Guefclin. ‘* It is not my purpofe,” cried that 
eenerous warrior, ** to opprefs the innocent people. The Pope and his cardi- 
‘¢ nals themfelves can eafily fpare me that fum from their own pockets. This 
‘¢ money, I infift, muft be reftored to the owners. And fhould they be de- 
‘¢ frauded of it, I fhall myfelf return from the other fide of the Pyrenees, and 
‘< oblige you to make them reftitution.” The Pope found the neceffity of fub- 
miffion, and paid him, from his own-treafury, the fum demanded *. The army 
hallowed by the bleffings, and enriched by the fpoils of the church, proceeded 
on their expedition. 

Tuese experienced and hardy foldiers, conducted -by fo able a general, eafily 
prevailed over the King of Caftile, whofe fubjects, inftead of fupporting their 
opprefior, were ready to join the enemy againft him +. Peter fled from his do- 
minions, took fhelter in Guienne, and craved the protection of the prince of 


* Hit. de Du Guefclin. + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 230. 
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Wales, whom his father had invefted with the fovereignty of thefe conquered 
provinces, under the title of the principality of Aquitaine *. ‘The prince feem- 
ed now to have entirely changed his fentiments with regard to the Spanifh tran{- 
ations : Whether that he was moved by the generofity of fupporting a diftreft 
prince, and thought, as is but too ufual among fovereigns, that the rights of the 
people were a matter of much lefs confideration; or dreaded the acquilition of 
fo powerful a confederate to France as the new King of Caftile ; or what is 
moft probable, was impatient of ret and eafe, and fought only an opportunity of 
exerting his military talents, by which he had already acquired fo much renown. 
He promifed his affiftance to the dethroned monarch ; and having obtained the 





confent of his father, he levied a great army, and fet out upon his enterprize. He 


was accompanied by his younger brother, John of Gaunt, created duke of Lan- 
cafter, in the place of the good prince of that name, who had died without any 
male ifue, and whofe daughter he had efpoufed, Chandos alfo, who bore among 
the Englith the fame ‘charaéter, which Du Guefclin had acquired among the 
French, commanded under him in this expedition. 

Tux firtt blow which the prince of Wales gave to Henry de Tranftamare, was. 
the recalling all the companies from his fervice;. and fo much reverence did they 
bearto the name of Edward, that great numbers of them immediately withdrew from 
Spain, and inlifted under his fandard. Henry however, beloved by his new fubjects,. 
and fupported by the King of Arragon and others of his neighbours, was avle 
to. meet the enemy with an army of 100,000 men ; forces three times.more nu- 
merous than thofe commanded by Edward. Du Guefclin and all his experienced: 


officers adviled:him to delay any decifive action, to cut off the prince of Wales's 


provifions, and to avoid every engagement with a general, whofe enterprizes had 


hitherto been always conducted with prudence, and crowned with fuccefs, Henry 


trufted too much to his numbers; and ventured to encounter the Englifh prince 
at Najara +. Hiftorians of that age are commonly very copious in defcribing, 


the fhock of armies in battle, the valour of the combatants, the flaughter and 


yarious fuccefles of the day: But tho’ {mall rencounters in thofe times were often 


well difputed, the military difcipline was always too imperfect to preferve order — 


in great armies 3 "and fuch‘ actions deferve more the name of routs than of battles- 
Henry was chaced off the field with the lofs of above 20,000 men: There pe- 
rifhed only four knights and forty private men on the fide of the Englifh. 
Peter, who fo well merited the infamous epithet which he bore, propofed 
to murder all his prifoners in cold blood; but was reftrained from this barbarity 
by the remonftrances of the prince of Wales. All Caftile now fubmitted to the 


* Rymer, vol. 6. p. 3%4. Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 231. + Froifiart; liv. 1, chap. 241. 
5 | | victor > - 
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vitor: Peter was reftored to the throne: And Edward finifhed this perilous en- Chap. XVI. 
terprize with his ufual glory. But he had foon reafon to repent the affociating 1397: 
himfelf with a man like Peter, abandoned to all fenfe of virtue and honour. 
The ungrateful tyrant refufed the ftipulated pay to the Englifh forces; and Ed- 
, ward, finding his foldiers daily. perifh by ficknefs, and even his own health im- 
paired by the climate, was obliged, without receiving any fatisfaction on this 
head, to return into Guienne *. 
Tue monftrous cruelties, exercifed by Peter over his helplefs fubjeéts, whom 
he now regarded as vanquifhed rebels, revived all the animofity of the Caftilians 
againft him; and on the return of Henry de Tranftamare, together with Da 
Guefclin, and fome forces levied anew in France, the tyrant was again dethron- 
ed, and was taken prifoner. » His brother, in refentment of his cruelties, mur- 
dered him with his own hand ; and was placed on the throne of Caftile, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofterity. The duke of Lancafter, who efpoufed in fecond 
marriage the eldeft daughter of Peter, inherited only the empty title of that fove- 
reignty, and encreafed the animofity of the new King of Caftile againft England. . 


But the prejudice, which the affairs of prince Edward received from this fplen- 11368. 
did, tho’ imprudent expedition, ended not with it. He had involved himéelf in — with 
fo much debt by his preparations and the pay of his troops, that he found it ne- : 
ceffary, on his return, to impofe on his principality a new tax, which fome of the 
nobility fubmitted to with extreme reluctance, and to which others abfolutely re- 
fufed compliance}. This incident revived the animofity which the inhabitants 
= bore to the Englifh, and which all the amiable qualities of the prince of Wales 
were not able to mitigate or affluage. They complained, that they were confi- 
dered as a conquered people, that their privileges were difregarded, that all truft 
was given to the Englifh alone, that every office of honour and profit was ¢on- 
ferred on thefe foreigners, and that the extreme reluctance, which moft of them 
had exprefied, to receive this new yoke, was likely to be long remembered 
againft them. They caft, therefore, their eyes towards their antient fovereign, 


* Froiflart, liv. 1. chap. 242, 243. Walfingham. p. 182. 


+ ‘This tax was a livre upon a hearth ; and it was imagined, that this impofition would have yield- 
ed 1200,000 livres a year, which fuppofes fo many hearths in the provinces poflefied by the Englifh, 
But fuch loofe conjeCtures have no manner of authority, much lefs, in fuch ignorant times. There 
was a ftrong inftance of it in the prefent reign. ‘The houfe of commons granted the King a tax of 
twenty two fhillings on each parifh, fuppofing that the amount of the whole would be 50,000 pounds. 
But they were found to be ina miftake of near fix to one. Cotton, p. 3. And the privy council aflumed 
the pewer of augmenting the tax, fo as to make it anfwer the fums propofed to be levied by it; which 
Was certainly a very irregular praftice, 
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whofe prudence, they found, had now brought the affairs of his kingdom into 
excellent order ; and the counts of Armagnac, Comminge, and Perigord, the lord 
@’ Albert, with other nobles, went to Paris, and were encouraged to Carry their 
complaints to Charles, as to their lord Paramount, againft thefe oppreffions of the 


Englifh government x? | 

In the treaty of Bretigoi it had been agreed, that the two Kings fhould make 
renounciations; Edward of his claim to the crown of France and to the proviaces 
of Normandy, Maine, and Anjou; John of the homage and fealty due for Gui- 
enne and the other. provinces ceded to the Englifh. But when that treaty was 
confirmed and renewed at Calais, it was found neceflary, on account of fome 
formalities peculiar.to the feudal law, that the mutual renounciations fhould for 
fome time be deferred ; and it was acreed, that the parties, mean-while, fhould 
make no ufe of thefe claims againft each other}. Tho’ the failure in exchanging 
thefe renounciations had. ftill proceeded from France +, Edward appears to have 
taken no umbrage at it; both becaufe this claufe feemed to give him entire fe- 
curity, and becaufe fome reafonable apology had probably been made to him 
for each delay. It was, however, on this pretence, orofs and iniquitous as it 
was, that Charles refolved to ground his claim, of confidering himfelf fill as fu- 
perior lord of thefe provinces, and of receiving the appeals of his fub-vaiia's §. 





2 Bur as the views of policy, more than thofe of juftice, enter into the delibe- 


rations of princes ; and as the mortal injuries received from the Englifh, the 


pride of their triumphs, the fevere terms impofed by the treaty of Peace, feem- 


ed to render every prudent means of revenge honourable againft them; Charles 
was determined to take this meafure, lefs by the reafonings of his civilians and 
lawyers, than by the prefent fituation of the two monarchies. He confidered the 
declining years of Edward, the languifhing ftate of the prince of Wales’s health, 
the affeGtion which the inhabitants of all thefe provinces bare to their antient maf- 


ter, their diftance from England, their contiguity to France, the extreme ani- 
mofity expreffed by his own fubjects againft thefe invaders, and their ardent thirlt 


of vengeance; and having made filently all the preparations requifite, he fent to 


the prince of Wales a fummons to appear in his court at Paris, and there to jufti~ 


fy his condu& towards his vaffals. ‘The prince replied, that he would come to. 


Paris; butit fhould be at the head of fixty thoufand men}, The unwarlike 
character of Charles kept Edward, even yet, from thinking, that that monarca 
was in earneft, in. this bold and hazardous attempt. 7 | 


* Frojffart, liv. 1. chap. 244. + Rymer,. vol. 6. p. 219, 230, 237: t+ Rot, Frane. 
35 Edw. Ll. m. 3. from Tyrrel, vol. 3. p. 643; § Froiffart, live 1, chap. 245. 
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ir foon appeared what a poor return the King received from his diftant conquefts Chap. XVF. 
for all the blood and treafure expended in the quarrel, and how impoflible it was to 
retain acquifitions, in an age when noregular force could be maintained fufficient to 
defend them againft the revolt of the inhabitants, much lefs, if that danger was 
conjoined with the invafion of a foreign enemy. Charles fell firft upon Ponthieu, 
which gave the Enghifh an inlet into the heart of France: The citizens of Abbe- 
ville opened their gates to him * : Thofe of St. Valori, Rue, and Crotoy imi- — 1370: 
tated the example, and the whole country was in alittle time reduced to fubmif-,,- 
fion, Fhe dukes of Berri and Anjou, brothers to Charles, being affifted by Du of the Eng- 
Guefclin, who was recalled from Spain, invaded the fouthern provinces ; and by 
means of their good conduct, the favourable inclinations of the people, and the 
ardor of the French nobility, made every day confiderable progrefs againft the 
Englifh.. *The ftate of the prince of Wales’s health did not permit him to mount 
on horfeback, or exert his ufual activity : Chandos, the conftable of Guienne, 
was {lain in one action +: The Captal de Buche, who fucceeded him in that of- 
fice, was taken. prifoner in another [: And when young Edward himfelf was 
obliged by his increafing infirmities to throw up the command, and return to 
his native country, the Englifh affairs in the fouth of France feemed to be me- 
naced with a toral ruin. 


Epwarp, incenfed at thefe injuries, threatned to put to death all the French 
hoftages, who remained in his hands; but on reflection abftained from that un- 
eenerous revenge. After refuming, by advice of parliament, the vain title of 
King of France ||, he endeavoured to fend fuccours into Gafcony ; but all his at- 
tempts, both by fea and land, proved unfuccefsful.. The earl of Pembroke was 
intercepted at fea and taken prifoner with his whole army near Rochelle by a 
fleet, which Henry, King of Caftile, had fitted out for that purpofe §: Edward 
himfelf embarked for Bourdeaux with another army ; but was fo long detained 
by contrary winds, that he was obliged to lay afide the enterprize 1. Sir Robert 
Knolles, at the head of 30,000 men, marched out of Ca'ais, and continued his 
ravages to the gates of Paris, without being able to provoke the enemy to an 
engagement: He proceeded on bis march to the provinces of Maine and Anjou; 
which he laid wafte; but part of his army being there defeated by the conduct 
of Du Guefclin, who was now created conftable of France, and who feems to have 
been the firft confummate general, that had yet appeared in Europe, the reft: 


: 


Se oe + Froiflart, liv. ». chap: 277. Walfinghany, p: 185% 

+ Froiflart, liv. 1. Chap, 310. | Rymer, vol. 6. p, 621. Cotton's Abiatos . sie . 
% Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 302, 303, 304. Wallingham, p. 186, 

+ Froiffart, liv. 1. cap, 311. Walfingham, p..187. 
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were f{cattered and difperfed, and the fmall remains of it, inftead of reaching 
Guienne, took fhelter in Brittany, whofe fovereign had embraced the alliance of 
England *. The duke of Lancafter, fome time after, made a like attempt with 
an army of 25,000 men 3 and marched the whole length.of France from Calais 
to Bourdeaux ; but was fo much harafled by the flying parties which attended him, 
that-he brought not the half of his army to the place of their deftination. Edward, 
from the neceffity of his affairs, was at latt obliged to conclude a truce with the 
enemy +; after almoft all his antrent poffeffions in France had been ravifhed from 
him, except Bourdeaux and Bayonne, and all his conquefts, except Calais. 


Tue decline of the King’s life was expofed to many moftifications, and cor- 
refponded not to the fplendid and noify feenes, which had filled the beginning 
and the middle of it. Befides iecing the lols of his foreign dominions, and being 
baffled in every attempt to defend thems he felt the decay of his afthority at 
home, and experienced, from the fharpnels of fome parliamentary remonftrances, 
the great inconftancy of the people, and the influence of prefent fortune over all 
their judgments t. This prince, who, during the vigor of his age, had been 
chiefly occupied in the purfuits of war and ambition, began, at an “unfeafonable 
period, to indulge himfelf in pleafures and being now a widower, he attached 
himfelf to a lady of fenfe and {pirit, one Alice Pierce, who acquired a great 
afcendant over him, and by her influence gave fo much difguft to his people, 
that, in order to fatisfy the parliament, he was obliged to remove her from 
court |. The indolence alfo, naturally attending old age and infirmities, had 
made him, ina great measure, refign the adminiftration into the hands of his fon, 
the duke of Lancafter, who, as he was far from being popular, weakened exe 
tremely the affection, born by the Englifh to the perfon and government of the 
King. Men carried their jealoufies very far againft the duke; and as they faw, 
with infinite regret, the death of the prince of Wales every day approaching, 
they apprehended, left the fucceffion of his fon, Richard, now a minor, fhould 
be defeated by the intrigues of Lancafter, and by the weak indulgence of the old 
King. But Edward, in order to fatisfy both the people and the prince on this 
head, declared in parliament his grandfon heir and fucceffor to the crown ; and 
thereby cut off all the hopes of the duke of Lancafter, if he ever had the teme+ 
rity fo entertain any. | 


* 





THE prince of Wales, after a lingering illnefs, died in the forty-fixth year of © 


his age; and left a charaéter, illuftrated by every eminent virtue, and from 


* Proiffart, liv. 1, chap. 291. Walfingham, piss... + Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 321. 
Walfingham, p. 187. + Walfingham, p. 189. Ypod Neuf. 530. 4) Walfingham, p. 189- 
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his earfieft youth till the hour he expired, unftained by any blemifh. His valor Chap. XVI. 
and military talents formed the fmalleft part of his merit: His generofity, huma- = 
nity, affability, moderstion, gained him the’ affections of all the world; and he 

was qualified to throwa luftre, not only on that rude age, in which he lived, 

and which nowife infected him with its vices, but on the moft fhining pe- 1376. 
riod of antient or mocern hiftory. The King furvived about a yeir this me- eels 
lancholy incident : England was deprived at once of both of thefe princes, its 
chief ornament and fupport: He expired in the fixty-fifth year of his age and 
the fifty-firft of his reign; and the people were fenfible, tho’ too late, of the ir- 
reparable lofs, which they had fuftained. 

Tue Enslifh aré ap: to confider with peculiar fondnefs the hiftory of Ed- and character 
ward III. and to efteem his reign, as it was one of the longeft, the moft oe 
glorious alfo, which occurs in the annals of their nation. ‘The afcendant which 
they then-began to acquire over France, their rival and national enemy, makes 
them caft their eyes on this period with great complacency, and fanctifies every 
meafure; which Edward embraced for that end. But the domeftic government 
of this prince is really more admirable than his foreign victories ; and England 
enjoyed, by the prudence and vigor of his adminiftration, a longer interval of 
-domeftic peace and tranquillity than fhe had been bleft with in any former period, 
or than fhe experienced for many ages after. He gained the affections of the 
great, yet curbed their -licentionfnefs : He made them feel his power, without 
their daring, or even being inclined, to murmur at it: His affable and obliging 
behaviour, his munificence and generofity, made them fubmit with pleafure,to. 
his dominion ; his:valor and conduét made them fuccefsful in moft of their en- 
terprizes ; and their unquiet fpirits, directed againft a public enemy, had no 
leifure to breed thofe difturbances, to which they were naturally fo much in- 
clined, and which the frame of the government feemed fo much to-authorize, 
This-was the chief benefit, which refulted from Edward’s victories and conquetts. 
His foreign wars were, in other refpects, neither founded in juftice, nor directed 
to any very falutary purpofe. His attempt againft the King of Scotland, a minor 


Death 


and a brother-in-law, znd the revival of his grandfather’s claim of fuperiority 
over that kingdom,.were both unreafonable and ungenerous ; and he allowed 
himfelf to be too foon ftduced, by the glaring profpect of French conquefts, from 
the acquifition of a poin:, which was practicable, and which might really, if attain- 
ed, have been of lafting atility to his country and his fucceffors. The fuccefs, which 
he met with in France, tho’ chiefly owing to his eminent talents, was unexpected 5 


R. and yet, from the very nature of things, not from any unforefeen accident, was 
i found, even during his own life-time, to have procured him no folid advantages. 
: But 
i : , 
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s fo dazling to the vulgar, the animofity of nations 
ss fo extreme, that the fruitlefs defolation of fo fine a part of Europe, as France, 
is totally difregarded by us, and is never confidered as a blemifh in the character 
or conduct of this prince : And indeed, from the Tinfortunate ftate of human 
nature, it will commonly happen that a fovereign of great genius, fuch as Ed- 
ward, who ufually finds every thing eafy in his dometftic government, will turn © 
him{elf towards military enterprizes, where alone he meets with oppofition, and 
where he has full exercile for his induftry and capacity. ; 
Epwarp had a numerous pofterity by his Queen, Philippa of Hainault. His- 
eldeft fon was the heroic Edward, commonly called the Black Prince, from the 
colour of his armour. This prince efpoufed his coufin Joan, commonly called 
the fair maid of Kent, daughter and heir of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was 
beheaded in the beginning of this reign. She was firft married to Sir Thomas 
Holland, by whom the had children. She had a fon, Richard, by the prince 
of Wales, who alone furvived his father. TAGs? 


Tur fecond fon of King Edward (for we pals by fuch as died in their child- 
hood) was Lionel duke of Clarence, who was firft married to Elizabeth de Burgh, 
daughter and heir of the carl of Ulfter, by whom he left only one daughter, 
married to Edmund Mortimer, earl of Marche. Lionel efpoufed in fecond mar- 
riage, Violante, the daughter of the duke of Milan *, and died in Italy foon after 
the confummation of his nuptials, without leaving any pofterity by that princefs. Of 
all the family, he refembled moft his father and eldeft brother in his noble qualities. » 


Epwarp’s third fon was John of Gaunt, fo called from the place of his birth: 
Le was created duke of Lancafter ; and from him fprung that branch, which after- 
wards pofleffed the crown. The fourth fon of this royal family was Edmund, 
created earl of Cambridge by his father, and duke of York by his nephew. The 
fifth fon was Thomas, who received the title of earl of Buckingham from his 

‘father, and that of duke of Glocelter from his nephew. In order to prevent ~ 
confufion, we fhall always diftinguifh thefe two princes by the titles of York and 
Glocefter, even before they were advanced to them. 

Tere were alfo feveral princeffes born to Edward by Philippa, viz. [fabella, 
Joan, Mary and Margaret, who efpoufed, in the order of theirnames, Ingelram de 
Coucy earl of Bedford, Alphonfo King of Caftile, John de Mountfort duke -of 
Brittany, aod John Haftings earl of Pembroke. The priacefs Joan died at 
Bourdeaux before the confummation of her marriage. 


Mifecllaneous - [7 is remarked by an elegant hiftorian +, that Conquerors, tho’ ufually the 
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_* Rymer, vol. 6. p. 504. + ‘Dr, Robert ’on’s hiftery of Scotland, book 1. 


fovereigns 








~ ren = + 
ee ke ee ee Sg Pe tases ho, SN ae 4 Ap eo ae Erste ~2ahte —- ~— 
“2 = : : . = 


EDW A&A RR D~_ Ol, 


Wu 


fovereigns: They ftood moftin need of fupplies from their people ; and not be- 
ing able to compel them by force to fubmit to the neceflary impofitions, they 
were obliged to make them: fome compenfation, by equitable laws and popular 
conceffions. This remark is; in fome meafure, tho’ imperfeétly, juttified by 
the conduct of Edward Ill. He took no fteps of moment without: confulcing 
his parliament, and obtaining their approbation, which he afterwards pleaded as 
a reafon for their fupporting his meafures *, The parliament therefore rofe into 
greater confideration during his reign, and acquired a more regular authority 
than in any former times; and even the houfe of commons, which, during tur- 
bulent and factious periods, was naturally oppreffed by the greater power of the 
crown and barons, began to appear of fome weight in the conftitution. In the 
latter years of Edward, the King’s minifters were impeached in parliament, par- 
ticularly lord Latimer, who fell a facrifice to their authority +; and they even 
obliged him to banith his miftrefs by their remonftrances.. Some attention was 
alfo paid to the elections of their members; and lawyers, in particular, whe 
were, at that time, men of very inferior character, were totally excluded the 
houfe during feveral parliaments ff. 

One of the moft popular laws, enacted by any prince, was the ftatute, which 
paffed in the twenty-fifth of this reign |}, and which limited the cafes of high 
treafon, before vague and uncertain, to three principal heads, the confpiring the 
death of the King, the levying war againft him, and the adhering to his ene- 
mies ; and the judges were prohibited, if any other cafes fhould occur, from in- 
fiiCting the penalty of treafon, without an application to parliament. The bounds 
of treafon were indeed fo much limited by this ftatute, which ftill remains in 
force without any alteration, that the lawyers were obliged to enlarge them, and 
to explain a confpiracy for levying war again{t the King to be equivalent to a 
confpiracy again{ft his life; and this interpretation, feemingly forced, has, from 
the neceffity of the cafe, been tacitly acquiefced in. It .was alfo ordained, thata 
parliament fhould be held once a year or oftner, if need be: A law which, like 
many others, was never obferved, and loft its authority by difufe §. 


Epwarp granted above twenty parliamentary confirmations of the great char- 
ter ; and thefe conceffions are commonly appealed to as proofs of his great in- 
dulgence to the people, and his tender regard to their liberties, But the con- 
trary prefumption is much more natural. If the maxims of Edward’s reign had 
not been in general fomewhat arbitrary, and if the great charter had not been fre- 
quently violated, the parliament would never have applied for thefe frequent 


* Cotton’s Abridp. p. 108, 120. + Cotton’s Abridg. p, 122, t ‘Cotton’s 
Abridg. p. 18, j Chap. 2. § 4 Edw, TU. cap. 14. 
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confirmations, which could add no force to a deed regularly obferved, and which 
could ferve to no other purpofe, than to prevent the contrary precedents from turning: 
into a rule, and acquiring authority. It wasdndeed the effect of the irregular go- 
vernment during thofe ages, that a ftatutey which had been enacted fomeryears, 
initead of acquiringy was imagined to lofe force: by time, and needed to be often 
renewed. by recent ftatutes of the fame fenfe and tenor. Hence likewife-that ge- 
neral claufe, fo frequent 1m old aéts of parliament, that the ftatutes, enacted by 
the King’s progenitors, fhall be obferved * ; a precaution, which, if we-do not: 
confider the circumftancess might appear ablurd and ridiculous.. ‘The frequent 
confirmations in general terms of the church’s privileges proceeded from the fame 
caufe. | 
It is.a claufe in one of Edward’s ftatutes, that no man, of what eftate or come 
dition foever, fhall-be put out of land or tenement, nor taken nor imprifoned, nor dif 
herited, nor put 10 death, without being brought in anfwer by due procefs of the law +. 
This privilege was fufficiently fecured by a claufe of the great charter, which 
had received:a general confirmation in the firft chapter of the fame ftatute. Way 


‘then is this claufe fo anxioufly, and, as we may think, fo fuperfluoufly repeated Pi 


Plainly, becaufe there had been fome late infringements of it; which gave um- 
brage to the commons sia] Gis ils “3h ae ee 

Bur there isno article, in which the laws are more frequently repeated during » 
this reign, almoft in the fame terms, ‘than that of purveyance, which the parlia=_ 


ment always: calls an oufrageous and intolerable grievance, and the fource of infinite 


damage to the people |. The parliament tried to abolifh this prerogative altos 


gether, by prohibiting any one to take goods without the confent of the owners $9 i 


and by changing the heinous name of purveyors, as they call it, into that-of 
buyers 4.: But the arbitrary conduét of Edward ftill brought back the grievance — 
upon: them ;. tho’ contrary both to the Great Charter, and to many ftatutes. 

This diforder- was in a’ good meafure derived from the ftate of the public” 
Grnanees and of the kingdom; and could therefore the lefs admit of any fe-— 
medy. The prince frequently ‘wanted ready money ; yet his family muft be- 
provided for: And he was obliged to employ force and violence for that)pur- 


. pofe, and to ‘give tallies, at what rate he pleafed, to the owners of the goods which © 





he laid hold of. The kingdom: alfo abounded fo: little in commodities, that, 
had the owners been ftriétly protected by law, they could eafily have exacted 
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* 36 Edw. I. iat ah Bee Ill. cap. 1, &. $28 Edw. Ill, Gap: 8. ae ek ne 
{ They plainly affert, in the agth of this reign, that there had been fach inftances, Cotton’s” 





Abridg, p. 31. They repeat the f me in the 21ft Year. See p. 5g... -. 4.36 Edw. IIL, &¢., » 2 
§ 14 Edw. Ill. cap. 19, + 36 Edw. IIL, cap. 2. Ae ee | 
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any price from: the King ; efpecially in his frequent, progrefles, when.he came Chap. SVL. 
to diftant. and poor, places, -where the court did not. ufually refide,,and where a Per 
regular plan for fupplying it.could not, eafily. be eftablithed. 

Tue magnificent caftle of Windfor was built by Edward HI. and his method of 
conducting that:work may ‘ferve.as a fpecitnen of the .condition of the people in 
that age. Inftead of alluring workmen ‘by. contracts and wages, :he afféfled every 
county in England to fend him fo. .manymafons, tilers, and carpenters; as iif he 
had been levying:an;army *. : 

Tary miftake,» indeed, very much» the genius of this reign, ‘whoimagine'that 
it, was not very !arbitrary,. ~All the ‘high’prerogatives of the crown were to 
the full exerted:in it ;-butswhat'wasfome confolation, and promifed in time fome 
relief to: the people, they» were always.complained:of by the-commons : Such-as 
the difpenfing power +, the extenfion of the forefts { ;?the ere€ting monopolies ||, 
the firft of the kind which we read of 5).the exacting of loans §; the flopping -of 
juftice.by particularywarrants:. 3 theyrenewalof the commiflions of sail-baton * ; 
the preffing:of men and-fhips into the public fervice + j) the levying of arbitrary 
and exorbitant fines [; the, extending the authority of the privy councilor ftar- 
chamber to the decifion of private caufes ||; the enlarging the power of the 
marefchal’s and other arbitrary courts § ;\the-imprifoning members for freedom 
of fpeech in parliament |; the obliging people without any rule.to fend recruits 
of men at arms, archers, and hoblers, to the army *. 

Bur there was no act.of arbitrary power, more frequently repeated in this reign, 
than, that of the impofition of ‘taxes without confent of :parliament. - Tho’ that 
affembly granted the King more: fupplies than ever had been obtained by any of 
his predeceffors, his, great undertakings and) the neceflity. of his affairs obliged 
him ftill to levy more ;,,and after. his great, fuccefs againft France had added 
weight to his authority, thefe im politions became almoft annual. and ‘perpetual. 
Cotton’s Abridgement..of the records affords numerous-inftances, ofthis. kind,- in 
the firf€-> year of his reign, in the thirteenth year tf, -in the fourteenth jj, in the 
the twentieth §, in the twenty-firft |, in the twenty-fecond *, in the twenty- 
fifth -f, in the thirty-eighth {, in the fiftieth j, and in the fifty-firft §. 


* Abhmole’s hift. of the gatter,) piorzo. + Cotton’s Abridg p. 148. t Cotton, 
Bi, Silks || Cotton’s Abridg. p. 56,61, 122, § Rymer, vol..5. p:.4g1, 574. 
Cotton’s Abridg. p. 56. + Cotton, p..114. * Cotton, p. 67. + Cotton’s 
Abridg. p. 47. 79. 113. { Cotton’s Abridg. p. 32. | Cotton’s Abridg, p. 74. 
§ Ibid. +. Walfing. p.-189;.190. * Tyrrel’s Hitt. v “ 3. p. $54e from 
the records. + Rymer, vol..4. p. 363. 2.Psj\ba, 18. I) P39 
* oh Peg7. + Py 525 53s. 57958 * BP, 9. t P. 76, 3 P, 191. 
: | P. 138, § P. 152 
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Tue King openly avowed and maintained this power of levying taxes at plea- | 
fire. Atone time, he replied to the remonftrance of the commons, thattheim- _ 
pofitions had been exacted from great neceflity, and had been affented to by the 
prelates, counts, barons, and fome of the commons *. at another, that he would 
advife with his council+. When the parliament defired, that a law might be 
enacted for the punifhment of fuch as levied thefe arbitrary impofitions ; he re- 
fufed compliance f. In the fubfequent year, they defired that the King might 
renounce this pretended prerogative ; but his anfwer was, that he would levy no 
raxes without neceffity, for the defence of the realm, and where he reafonably - 
might ufe that authority §. This incident pafied a very few days before his death 5 
and thefe were, in a manner, his laft words to his people. It would feem, that 
the famous charter or ftatute of Edward 1. de tallagio non concedendo, tho’ never 
repealed, was fuppofed to have already loft by age all its authority. | 


Turse faéts can only fhow the praétice of the times : For as to the right, the 
continual remonftrances of the commons may feem to prove that it rather was on 
their fide : At leaft, thefe remonftrances ferved to prevent the arbitrary practices } 
of the court from becoming an eftablifhed part of the conftitution. In fo much 
a better condition were the privileges of the people even during the arbitrary reign 
of Edward HI. than during fome fubfequent ones, particularly thofe of the Tu- 
dors, where no. tyranny or abufe of power ever met with any check or oppofition, — 
or fo much as a remonftrance,. from parliament. | a 

Fr is eafy to imagine, that a prince of fo much fenfe and fpirit as Edward, 
would be no flave to the court of Rome. Tho’ the old tribute was paid during ~ 
fome years of his minority |], he afterwards withheld it; and when the Pope in 
1367 threatened to cite him to the court of Rome, for default of payment, he 
laid the matter before his parliament. ‘Fhat affembly unanimoufly declared, that 
King John could not without a national confent, fubject his kingdom to a foreign 
power: And they were therefore determined to fupport their fovereign againft 
this exorbitant pretenfion 4. Sette 


~ 


Dvnine this reign, the ftatute of provifors was. enacted, rendering it penal to» 
procure any prefentations to benefices from the court of Rome, and fecuring the 
rights of all patrons and electors, which had been extremely encroached on by 
the Pope *.> By a fubfequent ftatute, every perfon was out-lawed who carried. 
any caufe or appeal to the'court of Rome T: ee 


* Cotton, p. $3. He repeats the fame anfwer imp. 60. Some of the commons were fach as he was. 


pleafed to-confult with. <. Cotton, p. 57, Cotte p.auss 7 § Cam 
p. 152. |) Rymer, vol. 4. p. 434. |. Cotton. Abridg. p. 1ro. | * a5 Edwe 
HI. 27 Edw. U1. + 27 Edw. UI. 38 Edw, UI. : , 
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Tue laity at this time feem to have been extremely prejudiced againft the pa- 
pal power, and even fomewhat againft their own clergy, becaufe of their con- 
nexions with the Roman pontiff. They pretended that the ufurpations of the 
Pope were the caufe of all the plagues, injuries, famine, and poverty of the 
realm; was more deftructive to it than all the wars ; and was the caufe why it con- 
tained not a third of the inhabitants and commodities, which it formerly poffef- 
fed: That the taxes, levied by him, exceeded five times thofe paid to the King: 
That every thing was venal in that finful city of Rome; and that even the pa- 
trons in England had thence learned to practice fimony without remorfe or fcru- 
ple *.. At another time, they petition the King to emp‘oy no churchman in any 
office of ftate-++ ; and theyeven fpeak, in plain terms, of expelling by force the 
papal authority, and thereby providing a remedy againft oppreffions, which they 
neither could nor would any longer endure t=. Men who talked in this ftyle, 
were not far from the reformation: But Edward did not think proper to fecond 
all this zeal. Tho’ he paffed the ftatute of provifors, he took little care of its 
execution; and the parliament made continual complaints of his negligence on 
this head §. He was content with having reduced fuch of the Romifh ecclefiaf- 
tics, as pofieffed revenues in England, to depend entirely upon him by means 
of that ftatute. 

As to the police of the kingdom during this period, it was certainly better 
than during times of faction, civil wars, and diforder, to which England was fo 
often expofed: Yet were there feveral vices in the conftitution, the bad confequen- 
ces of which all the power and vigilance of the King could not prevent. The ba- 
rons, by their confederacies with thofe of their own order, and by fupporting 
and defending their retainers in every iniquity ||, were the chief abettors of rob- 
bers, murderers, and ruffians of all kinds ; and no Jaw could be executed againft 
thefe criminals. The nobility were brought to give their promife in parliament, 
that they would not avow, retain, or fupport any felon or breaker of the 
law -.; yet this engagement, which we may wonder to fee exacted from men of 
their rank, was never regarded by them. ~The commons make continual com- 
plaints of the multitude of robberies, murders, ravifhment of women, and other 
diforders, which, they fay, were become numberlefs in every part of the king- 
dom, and which they always afcribe to the protection which the criminals receiv- 
ed from the great *. The King of Cyprus, who paid a vifit to England during 
this reign, was robbed and ftript on the high-way with his whole retinue T- 


* Cotton p. 74, 128, P29. + Cotton, p. 112, t Cotton, p. 41. § Cotton, 
Pr 11g, 128, 129, 130, 148. | 11 Edw. IH. chap. 14. 4 Edw. JIL. chap. 2. rg Edw. il. 
chap. 4 4 Cotton, p. 10, * Cotton, p. 51-62, 64, 70, 160. + Walfing. p. 179. 
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Edward himfelf contributed to this diffolution of law, by his facility in granting 
pardons to felons from the follicitation of his courtiers. Laws were made to re- 
prench, this prerogative *, and remonftrances of the commons were prefented 
againfl the abufe of ity: But to no purpofe: The gratifying a nobleman of 
power and intereft continued ftill to be of more importance than the protection of 
the people. The King alfo sranted many franchifes, which interrupted the courfe 
of juftice and the execution of the laws tf. 


Commerce and induftry were certainly at a very low ebb during this period. 
The bad police of the country alone affords a fufficient reafon. ‘The only ex- 
ports were woul, fkins, hydes, leather, butter, tin, lead, and fuch unmanufac- 
tured goods, of which wool was by far the moft confiderable. Knyghton has 
afferted, that 100,000 facks of wool were annually exported, and fold at twen- 
ty pounds a fack, money of that age. But he is widely miftaken both in the 
quantity exported and the value. In 1349, the parliamennt remonftrate, that 
the King, by an illegal impofition of forty fhillings on each fack exported, had 
levied 60,000 pounds a year §: Which reduces the annual exports to 30,000 - 
facks. A fack contained twenty fix {tone, and each ftone fourteen pounds ||; and 
at a medium was not valued at above five pounds a fack ., that is, fourteen or 
fifteen pounds of our prefent money. Knyghton’s computation raifes it to fixty 
pounds, which is near four times the prefent price of wool in England. Accord- 
ing to this reduced computation, ‘the export of wool returned about 450,000 
pounds of our prefent money, inftead of fix millions, which is an extravagant 
fum, 

Epwarp endeavoured to introduce and promote the woollen manufacture by 
giving protection and encouragement to foreign weavers *, and by enacting a 
law, prohibiting every one to wear any cloth but of Englith make y. I he par- 
liament prohibited the exportation of woollen goods, which. was not fo well judg- 
ed, -efpecially while the exportation of unwrought wool was. fo much allowed 


-and encouraged. A like injudicious law was made againft the exportation of ma> 


nufactured iron f. : 

In the fir of Richard II. the parliament complains extremely of the decay of 
fhipping during the preceding reign, and affert; that one fea port formerly con- 
tained more veffels than were then to be found in the whole kingdom. ‘This ca- 


* 10 Edw. IIL. cap, 2. 27 Edw. IIL. cap. 2. + Cotton, p. 75 { Cotton, ps 545 
§ Cotton, p. 48, 69, ~ ff 34 Edw. IIl.-cap. 5. |. Cotton, -p- 29. % 11 Edw. 
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amity, they.afcribe to the arbitrary feizure-of fhips by Edward, for the fervice of Chap. XVI. 
his frequent expeditions *, 1377. 


Te parliament attempted the impracticable fcheme of reducing the price. of 
Jabour after the. peftilence, and alfo that of poultry. A reaper, in the firft 
week of Auguft, was not allowed to take above two pence a day, or near fxpence 
of our prefent money; in the fecond week, a third more. A matter carpenter 
was limited thro’ the whole year to three pence a day, a common carpenter to 
two pence, money of thataget. It is remarkable, that in the fame reign, the 
pay of a common foldier, an archer, was fix pence a day; which, by the change, 
both in denomination and value, would be, equivalent. to four or five fhillings of 
our prefent money §. Soldiers were then inlifted, only for a very fhort time: 
They lived idle all the reft of the year, and cominonly all the reft of their lives: 
One fuccefsful campaign, by pay and plunder, and the ranfom of prifoners, was 
fuppofed to be a fmall fortune to a man; which was a great allurement to enter 
into the fervice. 


Tue ftaple of wool, wool-fells, leather, and lead, was fixed by act of parlia- 
ment in particular towns of England |. Afterwards it was removed by law to 
¢ Calais: But. Edward, who commonly deemed his prerogative fuperior to law, 
paid little regard to thefe ftatutes.; and when the parliament remonftrated with him 
on account of fuch acts of power, he told them plainly, that he would proceed 
in that matter as he thought proper-|. It ‘is not eafy to perceive any advanta- 
ges, which arofe from this great anxiety of fixing a ftaple ; unlefs perhaps it in- 
vited foreigners to.a market, when they. knew beforehand, that they would meet 
there with great choice of any particular fpecies of commodity. This policy of 
inviting foreigners to Calais was carried fo far, that all Englith merchants were 
prohibited by law from exporting any Englifh goods from the ftaple ; which was 
in a manner the total abandoning all navigation, except that to Calais*. A con- 
trivance feemingly very abfurd and extraordinary. 

Luxury was, complained of in that age, as well.as in others of more refine- 
ment ; and attempts were made by parliamentito reftrain it, particularly on the 
head of apparel, where furely. itis the.moft» obvioufly innocent and inoffenfive. 
No man under an hondred a year was allowed to wear gold,. filver, or filk in his 
cloaths: Servants alfo. were prohibited from eating flefh meat, or fith, above once 


* Cotton, p- 155, 164. + 37 Edw. IIT. cap. 3. t 25 Edw. IE. cap. 1, 3. 

§ Dugdale’s baronage, vol. 1. p. 784. Brady’s hift. vol. 2. App. N°. 92. The pay‘of a man at 
arms was quadruple. We may therefore conclude, that the numerous armies, mentioned by hiftori- 
ans in thofe times confifted chiefly of ragamuffins, who followed the camp, and lived by plunder. 
Edward’s army before Calais confifted of 31094 men; yet its pay for fixteen months was only 127201 
pounds, Brady, ibid, | 27 Edw. III. + Cotton, p. 117, * 27 Edw. III. cap. 7. 
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Chap. XVI. day *. It was eafy to forefee that Fach ridiculous laws muft prove ineffectual, 
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and could never be executed. | 
Tue ufe of the French language, in pleadings and public deeds, was abolifhed +. 

Tt may appear itrange, that the nation fhould fo long have worn this badge of 

-conqueft. But the King and nobility feem never to have become thoroughly 


inglith, till Edward’s wars with France gave them an antipathy to that nation, - 


Yet ftill, it was long before the ufe of the Englith tongue came into fafhion. 
The firtt Englifh paper which we meet with in Rymer is in the year 1386, dur- 
ing the-reign of Richard IJ. { There are Spanifh papers in that collection more 
antient§: And the ufe of the Latin and French ftill continued. 


In 1364, the commons petitioned, that in confideration of the preceding 
peftilence, fuch perfons as poffefied manors holding of the King in chief, and had 
let liferent leafes without obtaining licences, might continue to exercife the fame 
power, till the country was become more populous ||. The commons were fen- 
fible, that this fecurity of poffefiion was a good means for rendering the kingdom 
proiperous and flourifhing ; yet durft not apply; all at once, for a greater relaxa- 
tion of their chains. | 


Ture isnot areign among thofe of the antient Englith monarchs, which 
deferves more to be ftudied than that of Edward III. nor one where the domeftic 
tranfactions will better difcover the true genius of that kind of mixed govern- 
ment, which was then eftablifhed in England. The ftruggles, with regard to 
the validity and authority of the great charter, were now over: The King was 
acknowledged to lie under fome limitations: Edward himfelf was a prince of 
ereat capacity, not governed by favourites, not led aftray by any unruly paffion; 


fenfible that nothing could be more effential to his interefts than to keep on good 


terms with his people: Yet on the whole it appears, that the government, at beft, 


was only a barbarous monarchy, not regulated by any fixed maxims, nor bounded 
by any certain undifputed rights, which were in practice regularly obferved. Thes: 
‘King conduéted himfelf by one fet of principles; the barons by another, the 
commons by a third; the clergy by a fourth. All thefe fyftems of government 


were contrary and incompatible : Each of them prevailed according as incidents 
were favourable to it: A great prince rendered the monarchical power predomi- 
nant : The weaknefs of a King gave reins to the ariftocracy: A fuperftitious age 
{aw the clergy triumphant: The people, for whom alone government was infti- 
tuted, and who alone deferve confideration, were commonly the weakeft of the 





Sie Edw. IIT. cap. 8, 9s 19, ee iar + 36 Edward IIL. cap. 15. t Rymer, vol. 7. 
p- 526. This paper, by the ftile, feems to have been drawn by the Scots, and was figned only by the 
-wardens of the marches. § Rymer, vol.6.p.554. . __ |] Cotton, p. 97. eore 
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whole, _ But the commons, little obnoxious to any other order; tho’ they funk Chap. XIV, 

i . 376, 
under the violence of tempefts, filently reared their head in more peaceable times; ee. 
and while: the ftorm was brewing, were courted by all fides, and thus received 


{till fome acceffion to their privileges, or, at worft, fome contirmation of them. 
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) Infurreétion of the common people 
Difcontent of the barons————Civil commotions Expulfion or 
execution of the King’s minifters———Cabals of the duke ‘of Glocefler 
Murder of the duke of Glocefler Bantfhment of Henry duke of 
Hereford—-———Return of Henry- General infurrection———— Depo- 
jition of the King His murder Hits character Mifcellaneous 
~ tranfactions. during this reign. 


Government during the minority 



































HE parliament, which was fummoned foon after the King’s acceffion, was Chap. XVII, 
both elected and affembled in tranquility sand the great change, from a ‘377° 
fovereign of confummate wifdom and experience, to a boy of eleven years of age, Government 
‘was not immediately perceived bythe people. The habits of order and obedience, an cectag 
which the barons had’ been taught during the long. reign of Edward, ftill influ- 
enced them ; and the authority of the King’s three uncles, the dukes of Lancatter, 
York, and, Glocefter, fufficed to reprefs, for a time, the turbulent fpirit, to 
which that order, in a weak reign, was fo often fubje&t: The dangerous ambition 
too.of thefe princes themfelves was checked, by the plain and undeniable title of 
Richard, by the declaration of it made by his grandfather in parliament, and by 
the affectionate regard, which .the people bore to the memory of his father, and 
which was naturally transferred to the young prince upon the throne. The differ- 
ent characters of thefe three dukes, rendered them alfo a counterpoize to each 
other; and it was natural to expect, that any dangerous defigns, which might 
be formed by one -brother, would meet.with oppofition from the others. Lai- 
cafter, whofe age and experience and authority under the late King, gave him 
the afcendant among them’: tho’ his integrity feemed not proof againft great 
Vox, II. I i temp- 
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Chap. XVII. temptations, was neither of an enterprizing {pirit, nor of a popular and engaging 
1377" temper. “York was indolent, anaétive, and of a flender capacity. Glocefter was 
turbulent, bold, and popular ; but being the youngeft of the family, was re- 
firained by the power and authority of his elder brothers, There appeared, there- 
fore, no circumftance ‘a the domettic fituation of England, which might endan- 
ger the public peace, OF give any immediate apprehenfions to the lovers of their | 
country. | 
Bur as Edward, tho” he’ hdd: fixed’the fucceffion to the crown, had taken no » 
care to eftablifh a plan of government during the minority of his grandfon; it 
behoved the parliament to fupply this defe€&:: And the houfe of commons dif- 
tinguithed-themfelves, by taking the lead on that occafion. This heufe, which 
had been rifing to confideration during the whole courfe of the late reign, natu- 
tally received an acceffion of power during the minority; and as: it. was 
now. becoming a feene of bufinels, the commons. chofe for the firft-time a 
fpeaker, who might preferve order in thejr debates, and maintain thofe forms, 
which are requifite in all numerous affemblies. . Peter de la Mare was the- man- 
pitched on ; the fame perfon who had been imprifoned and detained in cuftody by 
the late King for his freedom of f{peech in attacking the miftrefs and the minifters 
of that.prince. But tho’ this election difcovered a fpirit of liberty in the com-_ 
mons, and was followed by farther attacks both on thefe minifters, and on Alice 
~Pierce*, they were ftill too much fenfible of their great inferiority, to affume at 
firft any immediate fhare in the adminiftration of government, or the care of the . 
King’s perfon, They were contented. te apply by petition to the lords for that 
-purpofe, and defire them both to appoint a council of nine, who might diret 
the public bufinefs, and to choafe men of a virtuous life and converfation, who — 
might infpect the conduct and education of the young prince. The lords com- 
plied with the firft part of this requeft, and elected the bifhops ef London, Car- | 
lifle, and Salifbury, the earls of Marche and Stafford, fir. Richard’ de* Stafford, © 
fir Henry le Scrope, fir John Devereux, and fir Hugh Segrave, to.whom they 
gave authority for a year to conduct the ordinary courte of bufinefs +. But as to 
the regulation of the King’s houfehold, they declined interpofing in an office, 
which, they faid, was both fo invidious in itfelf, and might prove fo difagreeable 
to his majefty. : | 3 | or 
Tue commons, as’ they acquired more courage, ventured to proceed a ftep 
farther in their applications. They prefented a petition, in which they prayed the 
King to check the prevailing cuftony among the barons; of forming illegal confe- 


‘ Walfing. p.t50. _. p Rymer, vol, 7 Ps 16%, , 
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deracies together, and fupporting each other, as well as men of inferior rank, in Chap. XVIL- 


the violations of law and juftice. They received from the throne a general and 
an obliging anfwer to this petition: But another part of their application, that 
all the great officers fhould, during the King’s minority, be appointed by parlia- 
ment, which feemed to require the concurrence of the commons, as well as that 
of the upper houfe, in the nomination, was not complied with : The lords alone af- 
fumed the power of appointing thefe officers: The commons tacitly acquiefced 
in their choice; and thought, that, for the prefent, they had proceeded a fuffici- 
ent length, if they but advanced their pretenfions, tho’ rejected, of interpofing 
in thefe more important matters of ftate. 

On this footing then the governnient ftood. The adminiftration was conduéted 
entirely in the King’s name: No regency was exprefsly appointed : The council 
and the great officers, named by the peers, did their duty, each in his feparate 
department: And the whole fyftem was for fome years kept together, by the 
fecret authority of the King’s uncles, efpecially of the duke of Lancafter, who 
was in reality the regent. 

. Cue parliament was diffolved, after the commons had reprefented the neceflity 
of their being re-affembled: once every year, as appointed by law ; and after hav- 
ing elected two citizens.as their treafurers, to receive and difburfe the produce of 
two fifteens and tenths, which they voted to the crown. In the other parliaments 
called during the minority, the commons till difcover a {trong {pirit of freedom 
and fenfe of their own authority, which, without breeding any difturbance, tend- 
ed to fecure their independance.and that of the people *, 


Epwarp ‘had left his grandfon involved in many dangerous wars. The pre- 
tenfions of the duke of Lancafter to the crown of Caftile, made that kingdom 


* In the fifth year of the King, the-common} complained of the government about the King’s perJon, his 
court, the excefive number of his ferwants, of the abufes in the Chancery, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
Exchequer, and of grievous opprelfions in the country, by the great multitudes of maintaixers of quarrels, (mer 
linked in confederacies together) who behaved themfelwes like kings in the country, fo as there was very 
little law or right, and of ober things*which they faid were the caufe of the late commotiohs-under Wat 
Tyler. Parl. Aik: vol. 1. p. 3605. /This irregular government, which no king and no‘houle of com- 
_mons had been able to remedy, was the fource of the licentioufnefs of the great, and turbulency of the 
people, as well as tyranny of the pringes. If fubjetts would .enjoy liberty, and Kings fecixity, the 
laws muft be executed. 3 

In the ninth of this reign, the commonsalfo difcovered an accuracy and a jealoufy. of liberty, which 
we fiould little expe in thefe “ride times. “Tt was agreed by parliament,” fays Cotton, P+ 309s 
** that the fubfidy of wools, wool-fells, and fkins, granted to the King’ until the time of Mid:fummer 
** then enfuing, fhould ceafe from the fame time unto the feaft of St. Peter ad vincula3, for that thereby 

** the King dhould be interrupted for clainsing fuch grant as due.” See alfo Cotton, p. #98. © 
Ii 2 {till 
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ftill perfevere in hoftilities againft England. Scotland, whofe throne was now , 
filled by Robert Stewart, nephew to David Bruce, and the firft prince of that fa- 
mily, maintained fuch clofe connexions with France, that war with the one crown 
almoft neceffarily produced hoftilities with the other. The French monarch, 
whofe prudent conduét had acquired him the firname of wife, as he had already 
baffled all the experience and valour of the two Edwards, was likely to prove 
a dangerous enemy to a minor King; but his genius, which was not naturally | 
enterprizing, led him not, at prefent, to give any great difturbance to his neigh- 
bours ; and he laboured, befides, under many difficulties at home, which it wasne- 
ceflary for him to furmount, before he could think of making conquefts in’ an: 


enemy’s country. England was matter of Calais, Bourdeaux, and Bayonne ; had 


lately acquired pofleffion of Cherbourg, from the ceffion of the King of Na-. 
varre, and of Breft from that of the duke of Brittany *; and having thus accefs. 
- ato France from every quarter, was able, even in its prefent fituation, to give an-, 
noyance to his government. Before Charles could remove them from thefe im- 
portant pofts, he died in the flower of his age, and left his kingdom to aminor 
fon, who bore the name of Charles VI. 


Mran-wniLe the war with France was carried: on in a manner fomewhat Jan- 
guid, and produced no enterprize of great luftre or renown. Sir Hugh Calverley, 
who had formerly headed a company of banditti in France; (for he, as well as fir 
Robert: Knolles, and many of the moft renowned ‘commanders of Edward, had 
once followed that difhonourable profeffion,) was governor of Calais; and making: 
an inroad into Picardy, with a detachment of the garrifon, he fet fire to Bow 
logne +. The duke of Lancafter conducted anrarmy into Brittany, but returned 
without being able to perform any memorable action... Ina fubfequent year, the 
duke of Glocefter marched out of Calais. with a body of 2000 cavalry, and 
8000 infantry ;. and ferupled not, with this fmall army, to enter into the heart of © 


France, and to continue his ravages, thro’ Picardy, Champaigne, the Brie, the 
Beauffe, the Gatioois, the Orleanois, till he reached his, allies in the province of: 
Brittany {. The duke of Burgundy, at the head of a more confiderable army, 
came within, fight of him; but the F rench were fo over-awed. by the former fuc- 
ceffes of the Englifh, that no fuperiority of numbers could tempt them to ven- 
ture a pitched battle with the troops of that nation. As the duke of Brittany. 
foon after the arrival of thefe fuccours, formed an accommodation with the court 
of France ; this enterprize alfo proved in the iffue unfuccefsful,, and made no du-- 
sable impreffion upon the enemy... ee . a ee 


i 


* Rymer, vol. 7. P- 19% + Walfing. p-209.. 2 Froid, liv. ‘gechaps 50; 5 fi Wallfin. p. 239. 
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Ter expences of thefe armaments, and the ufual want of oeconomy attending ©>@P. Bh 
a minority, much exhaufted the Englith treafury, and obliged the parliafhent, in eas 
order to fupply it, to impofe a new and extraordinary tax of three groats on 
every perfon, male and female, above fifteen years of age; and they ordained 
that, in levying that tax, the opulent fhould relieve the poor by an equitable 
compenfation. This impofition excited a mutiny, which was very fingular in 
‘ts circumftances, All hiftory abounds with examples, where the great ty- 
rannize over the meaner fort: But here the loweft populace rofe againtt their 
rulers, exercifed the moft cruel ravages upon them, and took vengeance for all 


their former oppreffions. 


Tue faint dawning of the arts and of good government in'that age, had ex- 4g, 
cited the minds of the populace, in different ftates of Europe, to wifh for a bet- 
ter condition, and to murmur againft thofe chains, which the laws, enacted by 
the haughty nobility and gentry, had fo long impofed upon them. ‘The com- 
motions of the people in Flanders, the mutiny of the peafants in France, were 
the natural effeéts of this growing fpirit of independance ; and the report of thefe 
events, being brought into England, where perfonal flavery was more general 
than in any other country of Europe *, had prepared the minds of the multitude 
for an infurreétion. One John Ball alfo, a feditious preacher, who affected low 
popularity, went about the country, and inculcated on his audience the principles: 
of the firft origin of mankind from one. common tock, their equal right to 
liberty. and to all the goods of nature, the tyranny of artificial diftinctions, and 
the abufes which had arifen from the degradation of the more confiderable part 
of the fpecies, and the agerandizement of a few infolent rulers [. Thefe doc- 
trines, fo agreeable to the populace and. fo conformable to the ideas of pri-- 
mitive equality, which are engraven in the hearts. of all men, were greedily re- 
ceived by the multitude; and had fcattered the fparks of that fedition, which the 
prefent tax raifed into a conflagration. | 

Tue impofition of three groats a head had been.farmed out to tax-gatherers{nfarreaion: 
in each county, who levied the. money with rigor on the people ;. and the claufe, of the com-. 
of making the rich eafe their poorer neighbours of fome fhare of the burden, being ”°" P”* ~ 
fo vague and. undetermined, had doubtlefs. occafioned many partialities, and 
made the people more fenfible of the unequal lot, which fortune had aMigned 
them in the diftribution of her favours... The firft diforder arofe from.a black-fmith 
ina village of Effex, The tax-gatherers came to this man’s fhop, while. he was 
at work, and demanded payment for his daughter, whom he aflerted to be: 


* Froiflart, liv. z. chap. 74: + Froiflart, liv, 2. chap. 74, © Walfingham, are 
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Chap. XVII. below the ape affigned by the ftatute. One of thefe fellows offered to produce a | 


1381. 


r2th June. 


very indécent proof to the contrary, and at the fame time laid hold of the maid : 
Which the father refenting, immediately knocked out the rnfizan’s brains: with 
his hammer; . The by{tanders applauded. the action, and exclaimed, that it was. 
full time for the :people to take vengeance of their tyrants, and to’ vindicate 
their native liberty. They immediately flew to arms: The whole neighbourhood 
joined in the fedition: The flame fpread in an inftant over the whole county: 
It foon propagated itfelf into that of Kent, of Hertford, Surrey, Suffex, Suf- 
folk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and Lincoln. Before the government had the leaft 
warning of the danger, the diforder had rifen beyond controul or oppofition: 
The populace had fhaken off. all regard to their former mafters: And being 
headed by the moft audacious and criminal of their affociates, who affumed the 
feioned names of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, Hob Carter, and Tom Millar, by 
which they were fond of denoting their mean origin, they committed every 


where the moft outrageous violences on fuch of the gentry or nobility as had the 
misfortune to fall into their hands. 


Tue infurgents, amounting to an hundred thoufand men, affembled on Black- 
heath, under their leaders, Tyler and Straw ; and as the princefs of Wales, . 
the King’s mother, returning from a pilgrimage to Canterbury, paffed thro’ the 
midft of them, they attacked her company, and fome of the moft infolent among 
them, to fhow their purpofe of levelling all mankind, forced kiffes from 
her; but ey allowed her to continue her journey, without attempting any far- 
ther injury *, They fent a meflage to the King, who had taken fhelter in the 
‘Lower ; aia defired a conference with him. Richard failed down the river in his 
’ barge ; but on approaching the fhore, he faw fuch fymptoms of tumult and in- 
folence, that he put back and returned to”that fortrefs +. The mutinous pea- 
fants, mean while, favoured by the city rabble, had broke into London ; had burnt ~ 
the duke of Lancafter’s palace of the Savoy; Cut off the heads of all the gentle- | 
men whom they laid hold of ; expreffed a particular animofity againft the lawyers 
and attornies ; and pillaged the warehoufes of the rich merchants {. A great — 
body ‘of them quartered themfelves at Mile-end; and the King, finding no defence — 
in the Tower, which was weakly garifoned, and ill fupplied with provifions, ‘was 
obliged to go ‘out to them, and afk their demands. They required a general 
pardon, the abolition of avery, freedom of commerce in market-towns without. 
tolls or impofts, and a fixed rent on lands inftead of the fervices due by villenage. 
Thefe iis ei which, ‘tho’ extremely reafonable in themfelves, the mation was 


* Froiffart, liv. 2. chan ma: + Froiffart, liv. z. chap. 5c. 


t Froiffart, liv. 2. cliap. 76. ee: P- 248, 249. 
4 


f 


not 





_ i, oe *.”. J aoe 
a =e) ~|' Shes * ‘ _ ~ " ¥ 
ee - rr BA ee : ead inks Seis ae Pde tg 
* . aera > -- (afi saad 5 ie ee yl - - : 





Reb Ce BH, AvrRicD- oh 247 


not fufficieatly prepared to receive, and which it was dangerous to have extorted Chap. XVII. 
by violence, were however complied with; charters to. that purpofe weregranted 1381 
them ; and this body immediately difperfed and returned to their feveral homes *, 
Dvuxine this tranfaction, another body of the rebels had broke into the Tower ; 
had murdered Simon Sudbury, the primate, and chancellor, with Sir Robert 
Fiales, the treafurer, and fome other perfons of diftin€@tion; and continued their 
ravages in the city}. The King pafting along Smithfield, very flenderly cuard- 
ed, met with Wat Tyler, at the head of thefe rioters, and entered into a con- 
ference with him. Tyler, having ordered his companions to retire till he fhould 
give them a fignal, after which they were to murder all the company except the 
King himfelf, whom they were to detain prifoner, feared not to come into the 
midit of the royal retinue: He there behaved himéfelf in fuch a manner, that 
Walworth, the mayor of London, not able to bear his infolence, drew. his fword, 
and flruck him fo yiolent a blow as brought him to the ground, where he was 
inftantly difpatched by others of the King’s train, The mutineers feeing their 
leader fall, prepared themfelves for revenge and this whole company with the 
King himfelf, had undoubtedly perifhed on the fpot, had it not been for an ex- 
traordinary prefence of mind which Richard difcovered on this occafion. Heor- 
dered his company. to {top ; he advanced alone towards the enraged multitude; 
and accofting them with an affable and intrepid countenance, he afked them, 
“* What.is the meaning of this diforder, my good people ? Are you angry that 
** you have loft your leader ? Lam your King: I will be your leader.”? The po~ 
pulace, over-awed by his prefence, implicitly followed him: He led them out 
into the fields, to. prevent any diforder which might have arifen by their continu- 
ing in the city : Being there joined by Sir Robert Knolles and a body of well. 
armed veteran foldiers, who had been fecretly drawn together, he ftrictly prohi- 
bited that officer from falling on the rioters, and committing an undiftinguithed: 
flaughter upon them; and he peaceably difmified them with the fame charters, 
which had been granted to their companions t. Soon after, the nobility and gen- 
try, hearing of the King’s. danger, in which they were all involved, flocked to 
London with their adherents and retainers; and Richard took the field-at the 
head of an army. 40,000 ftrong §.- It then behoved all the other rebels to fubmit : 
The charters of enfranchifement. and pardon were revoked by parliament; the 
low people were reduced. to the fame flavith condition as before, and: fevenal of 
~ the ringleaders were feverely punifhed for the late diforders. It was pretended, 
that the intentions of the infurgents had been ta feize the King’s perfon; te cafry: 
* Froiffart, lib. 2. chap. 77. + Waifingham, p. 250, 251. E Froiffart, vol. 2¢ 
chap, 77+ Walfingham, p. 253. Knyghton,. p. 2637. § Walfingham, p. 267, him 
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him thro’ England at their head, to murder all the nobility; gentry, and lawyers, 
and even all the bifhops and priefts, except the mendicant friars ; to difpatch after- 
wards the King himfelf ; and having thus reduced all the people to a level, to 


order the kingdom at their pleafure*. Jt ig not impoffible, that many of thems 
dn the delirium of their c(t fuccefs, might have formed fuch projects : But of all 


the evils attending: human fociety, the infurrections of- the populace, when not 


yaifed and fupported .by perfons of higher quality, is the leaft to be dreaded: 


- 


The mi(chiefs,, confequent on an abolition of all rank and -diftinétion, become fo 


preat, that they, are immediately felt, and foon. bring back affairs to. their for- 
mer order and arrangement. | Les candy ar 


A youth of fixteen (which was at this time the King’s age) that had difcovered 
fo much courage, prefence of mind, and addrefs, and had-fo dextroufly eluded 
the violence of this tumult, gave great hopes to the nation; and it was natural 
to expect, that he would, in the courte of his life, ‘equal all the glories, which 
had fo uniformly attended his father and his grandfather, in all their undertak- 
ings, “Butin proportion as Richard advanced in years, thefe hopes were blaft- 
ed; and his want of capacity, at leaft of folid judgment, appeared in every en- 
terprize, which he attempted. The Scots, fenfible of their own deficiency in 
cavalry; had applied to the regency of Charles VI. and John de Vienne, ad- 
miral of France, had been fent over with a body of 1g00 men at arms, to fup- 


port them in their incurfions againft the Englifh. _ The danger was now deemed 
by the King’s uncles fomewhat ferious; anda great army of 60,c00 men was 


levied and conducted againft Scotland, with. Richard himfelf at the head of ‘it. 


The Scots pretended not to make refiftance to fo great aforce: They abandoned _ 
without {cruple their country to be pillaged and deftroyed by the enemy: And 


when de Vienne éexpreffed his furprize at this plan of operations, they told him, 


that all their cattle was driven’ into the forefts and faftnefies; that their houfes _ 


and other goods were of no value ; and that they well knew how to compenfate 
themfelves for any loffes, which they might fuftain in that refpe&t, by making 


an invafion on the Englith. Accordingly, when Richard entered Scotland by , 


Berwic and the eaft coaft, the Scots and French, to’ the number of 30,000 men, 


paffed the borders of England by the weft, and carrying on their ravages thro 
Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and Lancafhire, collected a rich booty, and then 
returned in tranquillity to their own country. Richard mean while advanced 
towards Edinburgh, and deftroyed in his way all the towns and villages on each 
fide of him: He reduced that city to afhes: He treated in the fame manner 
Perth, Dundee, and other places in the Low Countricss but when he was ad- 


* Walfingham, p. 265- 
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vifed to march towards the weft coaft, to await there the return of the enemy, and Chap. XVI. 

to take revenge on them for their devaftations, his impatience to be in England, Pars: 
and enjoy his ufual pleafures and amufements, was more prevalent ; and he carried 

back his army, without effecting any thing by all thefe mighty preparations. The 

Scots, foon after, finding the folid bodies of French cavalry very ufelefs in that . 

defultory kind of war, to which they confined themfelves, treated their allies fo 

ill, that the French returned home ; very much difgufted with the country, and - 

the manners of its inhabitants *. ' The Englifh, tho’ they regretted the indolence 

and diffolute manners of their King, faw themfelves for the future fecured againft 

any dangerous invafion from that quarter. 


Bur it was fo material an. intereft of the French court to wreft the fea port 
towns from the hands of their enemy, that they refolved to attempt it by fome 
other expedient, and found no means fo likely as by an invafion of England itfelf. 
They collected an immenfe fleet and army at Sluife; for the Flemings were now 
in alliance with them: Allthe nobility of France were engaged in this enterprize : 
The Englifh were kept in alarm: Great preparations were made for the recep- 
tion of the invaders: And _ tho’ thedifperfion of the French fhips by a ftorm, 
and the taking of many of them by the Englith, before the embarkation of the 
troops, freed the kingdom from the prefent danger, they were fully fenfible, 
that this perilous fituation might every moment return upon them +. 


1386, 


THERE were two circumftances chiefly, which engaged the French at this time to 
think of fuch attempts,. The one was the abfence of the duke of Lancafter, who had 
carried into Spain all the flower of the Englith military force, in profecution of 
his vain claim to the crown of Caftile; an enterprize, in which, after fome pro- 
mifing fuccefs, he was finally difappointed: The other was, the violent diffen- 
fions and diforders, which had taken place in the Englifh government. 


Tue fubjection, in which Richard was held by his uncles, particularly by the 
duke of Glocefter, a prince of enterprize and genius, tho’ it was not unfuitable to 
his years and flender capacity, was extremely difagreeable to his violent temper’; 
and he began to rebel againft the yoke impofed upon him. | Robert de Vere, earl 
of Oxford, a young man ofa noble family, of an agreeable figure, but of diffo- 
Jute manners, had acquired an entire afcendant over him; and ruled him with 
the moft abfolute authority. The King knew fo little bounds to his affection, 
that he firft created his favourite marquis of Dublin, a title before unknown in 
England, and then duke of Ireland; and transferred to him by patent, which 


* Froiffart, liv. 2. chap. 149, 150, &c. liv. 3. chap. 52. Walfingham, p. 316; 317- 
: + Froiffart, liv. 3. chap. 41, 53. Walfingham, p. 322, 323. 
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_ was confirmed in parliament, the entire fovereignty for life of that ifland *, Fie . 
36. gave him in marriage his coufin german, the daughter of Ingelram de Couci, earl 
of Bedford , but foon after permitted him to repudiate that lady, tho’ of an un- 
exceptionable character, and to marry a foreigner, a Bohemian, with whom he a 
had become enamoured +. Thefe public declarations of attachment turned the 
whole court towards the favourite: All graces pafied thro’ his hands: Accefs to 4 
the King could only be obtained thro’ his mediation: And Richard feemed to : i 
take no pleafure in royal authority, but fo far as it enabled him to lead with fa- 
vours and titles and dignities this object of his affections. 


Difontent of | LHE jealoufy of power immediately produced an animofity between the mi- 
the barons. pion and his creatures on the one hand, and the princes of the blood and chief 
nobility on the other; and the ufual complaints againtt the infolence of favou- ~ 
tites were loudly echoed and greedily received, in every part of the kingdom. Mow- 
bray, earl of Nottingham, the marefchal, Fitz-Alan earl of Arundel, Piercy 
earl of Northumberland, Montacute earl of Salifbury, Beauchamp earl of ‘War- 
wic, were all connected with each other, and with rhe princes, by friendfhip or 
-alliances, and ftill more by their antipathy to thofe who had eclipfed them in the 
King’s favour and confidence. No longer kept in awe by the perfonal character 
of the prince, they fcorned to fubmit to his minifters; and the methods, which — 
they took to redrefs the grievance complained of, well fuited the violence of that 
age, and the defperate extremities, to which every oppofition was fure to be in- 
ftantly carried. | | | | | esgene : 
Micuaztn, DELA Pore, the prefent chancellor, and lately created ear] of Suf- Seas 
folk, was the fon of an eminent merchant; but had rifen by his abilities and 
valour during the wars of Edward HI. had acquired the friendthip of that mo- 
narch, end was efteemed the perfon of greateft experience and capacity among: 
thofe who were attached to the-duke of Ireland and the King’s fecret council+ 
The duke of Glocetter, who had the houfe of commons at his devotion, impel- 
ded them to exercife that power which they feem firft to have affumed againft — 
Jord Latimer during the declining years of the tate King ; and an impeachment 
againft the chancellor was carried up by them to the houfe of peers, which was no 
4efs at his devotion. The King forefaw the tempett preparing againft him and his 
minifters.” ‘After attempting in vain to roufe the Londoners to his defence, he 
a withdrew from parliament, and retired with his court to Eltham. The parlia- 
ment fent a deputation, inviting him to return, and threatening, that, ‘if he con- 
tinued to abfent himfelf, they would immediately diffolve, and leave the nation, 


“* 


* Cotton, p. 310, 31t Cow's hilt, of Irelatid, p. 129. Walfingham, p. 324. 
+ Walfingham, p. 328. Pee apie ts. of Fgh APE 
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tho’ at that time in imminent danger of a French invafion, without any fupport Chap XVIT. 


or fupply gor its defence. At the fame time, a member was encouraged to call 
for the record, containing the parliamentary depofition of Edward II. ; 2 plain in- 
timation of the fate, which Richard, if he continued refractory, had reafon to 
expect from them. The King, finding himfelf unable to refilt, was contented to 
{tipulate, that, except finifhing the prefent impeachment againft Suffolk, no at- 
tack fhould be made againft any other of his minifters ; and on that condition, 
he returned to the parliament *, 


Noruine can prove more fully the innocence of Suffolk, than the frivoloufne 
of the articles, which his enemies, in the prefent plenitude of their power, 
thought proper to qbjec&t again him+. It was alleged, that being chancellor, 
and obliged by his oath to confult the King’s profit, he had purchafed lands of 
the crown below their true value; that he had exchanged with the King a per- 
petual annuity of 400 marks a year, which he enjoyed from his father, and which 
Was affigned upon the cuftoms of the port of Hull, for lands of an equal income; 
that having obtained for his fon the priory of St. Anthony, which was formerly 
pofiefied:by a Frenchman, an enemy and a {chifmatic, and a new prior being at 
the fame time named by the Pope, he had refufed to admit this perfon, till he 
made a compofition with his fon, and agreed to pay him an hundred pounds a 
year from the benefice ; that he had purchafed, from one Tydeman of Limborch, 
an old and forfeited annuity of fifty pounds a year upon the crown, and had en- 
gaged the King to admit that bad debt upon his revenues; and that, when cree 
ated carl of Suffolk, he had obtained a grant of 500 pounds a year, to fupport 
the dignity of that tiilet. Even the proof of thefe articles, frivolous as they 


* Knyghton, p. 2715, Se. The fame author, Pp. 2680, tells us, that the King, in return to the 
meflage, faid, that he would not for their defire remove the meaneft {cullion from his kitchen. ‘T his 
author alfo tells us, that the King faid to the commiffioners, when they harangued him, that he faw 
his fubjects were rebellious, and his beft way would be to call in the King of France to his aid. But it: 
is plain, that all thefe {peeches were either intended by Knyghton merely as an ornament to his hiftory, 
or are falfe. For (1) when the five lords accufe the ] ing’s minifters in the next parliament, and impute 
to them every rath action of the King, they fpeak ndthing of thefe replies which are fo obnoxious, were 
{o recent, and are pretended to have been. {fo public. (2) The King, fo far from having any con- 
nexions at that time with France, was threatened with a dangerous invafion from that kingdom. "This 
ftory feems to have been taken from the reproaches afterwards thrown out againit him, and to have 
been transferred by the hiftorian to this time, to which they cannot be appliad. 

‘+ Cotton; p.315. Knyghton, p. 2683, 

t Itis probable that the earl of Suffolk was not rich, nor able to fupport the dignity without the 
bounty of the crown: For his father Michael de la Pole, tho’ a great merchant, had been ruined by 
lending money to the late King. See Cotton, P: 194. Wemay remark that the dukes of Glocefler 
and York, tho’ vaitly rich, received at the fame time each of them a thoufand pounds a year, to fup- 
port their dignity, Rymer, vol. 7. p. 481, Cotton, P. 310. 
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~ Chap. XVII. are, was found very defective upon rhe trial : It appeared, that Suffolk had made 





no purchafes of the crown while he was chancellor, and that all his bargains of 
that kind were made before he was advanced to that dignity *. It is almoft 
neediefs to add, that he was condemned, notwithftanding his defence ; and that” 
he was deprived of his office. ier SUBSE 3 
GiocesTer and his affociates obferved their ftipulation with the King, and at- 
tacked no niore of his minifters: But they immediately attacked himfelf and his - 
royal dignity, and framed a comimiffion after the model of thofe, which had been 
attempted almoft in every reign Gnce that of Richard’ I. and’ which had always 
been attended with the moft extreme confufion +. By this commiffion a council 
of fourteen perfons were appointed, all of Glocefter’s faction, except Nevil, arch- 
bifhop of York: The fovereign power was transferred to thefe men for a twelve- 
month: The King, who had now reached the twenty firft year of his age, was 
in reality dethroned: The ariftocracy was rendered fupreme : And tho’ the term _ 
of the commiffion was limited to a twelvemonth, it was eafy to forelee, that the 
sntentions of the party were to render it perpetual, and that power would with 
great difficulty be wrefted from thofe grafping hands, to which it was once com- 
mitted. Richard, however; was obliged to fubmit : He figned the commiffion 5 
he took an oath never to infringe it ; and tho’ .at the end of the feffion, he pub- 
lickly entered a proteft, that the prerogatives of his crown,” notwithftanding his 
late conceftion, fhould full be deemed entire and unimpaired t, the new com- 
miffioners, without regarding it, proceeded to the exercife of their authority. ~ 


Tue King, thus difpoffett of royal power, was foon fenfible of the contempt: 
to which he was fallen. His favourites and minifters, who were as yet allow- — 
ed to remain about his perfon, failed not to aggravate the injury, which, with- 
out any demerit on his part, had been offered to him. And his eager tempct 
was of itfelf fufficiently inclined to feek the means both of recovering his authori- 
ty and of revenging himfelf on thofe who had invaded it. | As the houfe of com- 
mons appeared now of fome weight in the conftitution,. he tried fecretly fome 
expedients for procuring 4 favourable election: He founded fome of the fherifis, 
who being at that time both the returning officers, and magiftrates of great power 
in the Counties, would naturally have confiderable influence in elections: But as _ 
moft of them had been appointed by his uncles, either during his minority, oF 
during the courfe of the prefent. commiffion, he found them in general averfe to: 
his enterprize. ‘The féntiments and inclinations of the judges were more. favours 

* Cotton, P 3If- 


+ Knyghton, p, 2686. Statutes at large, 10 Rich, IL. chap. 1. 
4 Cotton, p, 318. Se cea ghiese. | ! i 
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able to him. He met at Nottingham fir Robert Trefilian, chief juftice of the apes 
| 7 


King’s Bench, fir Robert Belknappe, chief juftice of the Common Pleas, fir John 
Cary; chief baron of the Exchequer, Holt, Fulthorpe, and Bourg, inferior juftices, 
and Lokton, ferjeant at law; and he propofed to them fome queries, -which 
thefe lawyers, either from the influence of his authority or of reafon, made no 
{cruple of anfwering in the way he defired. They declared, that the late com- 
miffion was derogatory to the royalty and prerogative of the King; that thofe 
who procured it, or advifed the King to confent to it, were punithable with death ; 
that thofe who neceffitated and compelled him were guilty of treafon ; that thofe 
were equally criminal who fhould perfevere in maintaining it; that the King has 
the right of diffolving parliaments when he pleafes; that the parliament, while it 
fits, muft proceed firft upon the King’s bufinefs ; and that that affembly cannot 
without the King’s confent impeach any of his minifters and judges *, Even accor- 
ding to our prefent {trict maxims with regard to law and the royal prerogative, all 
thefe determinations, except the two laft, were entirely juftifiable : And asthe great 
privileges of the commons, particularly that of impeachment, were hitherto 
very new, and fupported by few precedents, there want not reafons of apo- 
logy for thefe opinions of the judges. They figned, therefore, their anfwer to 
the King’s queries before the archbifhops of York and Dublin, the bifhops of 


Durham, Chichefter, and Bangor, the duke of Ireland, the ear! of Suffolk, and 
two other counfellors of inferior quality. 


Tue duke of Glocefter, and his adherents, foon got intelligence of this fecret 
confultation ; and were naturally much alarmed at it, They faw the King’s in- 
tention, not only of recovering. his authority, but of punifhing them for invad- 
ing it; and they determined to prevent the execution of his purpofe. As foon 
as he came to London, which, they knew, was well difpofed to their par- 
ty, they fecretly aflembled their forces, and appeared in arms at Haringay-park, 
near Highgate, with a power, which Richard and his minifters were not able 
to refift. They fent him a meflage by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the 
lords Lovel, Cobham, and Devereux, and demanded, that the perfons who had 
feduced him by their pernicious council, and were traitors both to him and to the 
kingdom, fhould be delivered tothem. A few days after, they appeared in his 
prefence, armed and attended with armed followers ; and they accufed by name 
the archbifhop of York, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, fir Robert Tre- 
‘filian, and fir Nicholas Brembre, as publick and dangerous enemies to the ftate. 
They threw down their gauntlets before the King, and fiercely offered to maintain 


* Kayghton, p. 2694. * Ypod Neutt. p, SAls ] 
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the truth of their charge by duel. The perfons accufed, and all the other obnoxi-; 


~ 


ovs minifters, had withdrawn or concealed themfelves. win 
Tue duke of Ireland fled to Chelhire, and levied fome forces, with which he 
advanced to relieve the King from the violence of the nobles. Glocefter encoun- 
tered him in Oxfordfhire with much fuperior forces; routed him, difperfed his 
followers, and obliged him to fly iato the Low-Countries, where he died in exile 
a few years after. The lords then appeared at London with an army of 40,000 men ; 
and having obliged the King to fummon a parliament, which was entirely at thetr 
devotion, they had full power, by obferving a few legal forms, to take vengeance 
on all their enemies. Five great peers, men who'e combined power was able at 
any time to fhake the throne, Thomas duke of Glocefter, the King’s uncle; Hen- 
ry earl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lancafter; Richard earl of Arundel and 


Surrey ; Thomas earl of Warwic, and Thomas earl of Nottingham, and maref- 


chal of England, entered before the parliament an accufation or appeal, as it was 


called, againft the five counfellors, whom they had already accufed before the 


King, The parliament, who ought to have been judges, were not afhamed to 
impofe an oath on ail their members, by which they bound themfelves to live 


and die with the lords appellants, and to defend them againft all their enemies — 


with their lives and fortunes*. prim | 

Tue other proceedings were well fuited to the violence and iniquity of the 
times. A charge, confifting of thirty-nine articles, was delivered in by the ap- 
pellants; and as none of the accufed counfellors, except fir Nicholas Brembre, 
was in cuftody, the re(t were cited to anfwer; and upon their non-appearance, af- 
ter a very fhort interval, without hearing a witnefs, without examining a fact, or 
deliberating on one point of law, the houfe of peers declared them guilty of high 
treafon. Sir Nicholas Brembre, who was produced in court, had the appearance, 
and probably no more than the appearance, of a trial : The peers, tho’ they were 


not by law his proper judges, pronounced, in a very fummary manner, fentence of — 
death upon him; and he was executed, together with Sir Robert Trefilian, who | 


had been difcovered and taken in the interval. _ 


It would be tedious to recite the whole charge delivered in againft the five — 


counfelors ; which is to be met with in feveral collections +. It is fufficient to 
obferve in general, that if we reafon upon the fuppofition, which is the true one, 
that the royal prerogative was invaded by the commiffion given to the duke of 
Glocefter and his affociates, and that the King’s perfon was afterwards detained 


eo 


* Cotton, p. 322. t Knyghton, p. 2715. Tyrrel, vol. 3. part 2. P- 919» from the records. 
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in cuftedy by rebels, many of the articles will appear, not only to imply no crime 
in the duke of Ireland and the minifters, but to impute to them actions, which 
were laudable, and which they were bound by their allegiance to perform. The 
few articles, relpecting the conduct of thefe minifters before that commiffion, 
Which fubverted the confticution, and annihilated all juftice and legal authority, 
are vague and general ; fuch as their engrofling the King’s favour, Keeping the 
grandees at a diftance from him, obtaining unreafonable grants for themfelves or 
their creatures, and diffipating the public treafure by ufelefs expences. No vice 
lence is objeéted to them; no particular illegal aé& *; no breach of any ftatute ; 
and their adminiftration may therefore be concluded to have been fo far innocent 
and inoffenfive, All the diforders indeed feem to have proceeded, not from any 
infringement of the laws attempted by the minifters, but merely from a rivalfhip 
of power, which the duke of Glocefter, and the great nobility, agreeable to 
the genius of the times, carried to the utmott extremity againft their Opponents, 
without any regard to reafon, juftice or humanity. 


Bur thefe were not the only acts of violence committed during the triumph of 
the party. All the other judges, who had figned the extrajudicial opinions at 
Nottingham, were condemned to death, and were, as a grace or favour, banifhed 
to Ireland ; tho’ they pleaded the fear of their lives, and the menaces of the 
King’s minifters as their excufe. The lord Beauchamp of Hokt, fir James Berners, 
and fir John Salifbury, were alfo tried and condemned for high treafon ; merely be- 


> 


caufe they had attempted to defeat the late commiffion: But the life of the latter 
was f{pared. The fate of fir Simon Burley was more fevere: This gentleman 
was much beloved for his perfonal merit, had diftinguifhed himfelf by many ho- 
nourable actions +, was created knight of the garter, and had been appointed 
governor to Richard, by the choice of the late King and the Black prince: He 


* We maft except the 12th article, which accufes Prembre of having cut off the heads of twenty- 
two prifoners, confined for felony or debt, without warrant or procefs of law: But as itis not conceiy- 
able what intereit Brembre could have to treat thefe felons and debtors in fuch a manner; we may pre- 
fume that the fa&t is either falfe or mifrepreiented. It was in thefe mens power to fay any thang againgt 


the perfons accufed : No defence or apology was admitted’: Ajl was lawle will and pleafure, 


They are alfo accufed of defigns to murder the lords ; but thefe accufations either are general, or de- 
troy one another. Sometimes, as in article isth, they intend to murder them by means of the mayor 
and city of London: Sometimes, as in article 28th, by trial and falfe inguetts ; Sometimes, as in article 
28th, by means of the King of France, who was to receive Calais for his pains, 


+ At leait, this is the charafer given of him by Froiflart, liv. 2. who knew him perfonally : Wal- 
fing. p. 334, gives avery diffrent charaGer of him ; but he is a writer fomewhat paffionate and par- 
tial; and the choice made of this gentleman by Edward II, and the Black prince for the education ef 
Richard, makes the character given of him by Froifart, much more probable, 


had 
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had. attended. his matter from the earlieft infancy of that prince, and had ever re- 


mained extremely attached to him: Yet all thefe confiderations could not fave him 


from falling a victim to Glocefter’s vengeance. This execution, 
others, made a. deep impreffion on Richard’s mind: His Queen too (for he was - 


more than all the 


already married to the fifter of the Emperor Wincheflaus, King of Bohemia) 


snterefted herfelf extremely,in behalf of Burley : She re 


{enees before the earl of Glocefter, pleading for t 
The was become extremely popular by her a 
her the appellation of the good Queen Ann; 
«hat inexorable tyrant. 

Tue parliament concluded 
articles, decided on thefe trials to be treafon, 
into precedent by the judges, who were ftill to co 


mained three hours on her 
hat gentleman’s life; but tho’ 


miable qualities, which had acquired 
her petition was fternly rejected-by 


~~ 


this violent fcene by a declaration, that none of the 
fhould ever afterwards be drawn 


nfider the ftatute of the twenty- 


th of Edward as the rule of their condué. The houfe of lords feem not at that 


rime to: have known or acknowledged the principle, 
bound, in their judicial capacity, to follow the rules, 


jn their legiflative *. It was alfo ena 
spetual maintenance and fupport of the 
other acts paffed d uring this parliament. 
the penalty of excommunication, 


Ar might naturally be expected, that the King 


that they themfelves were 
which they had eftablifhed 


éted, that every one fhould fwear to the per- — 
f the forfeitures and attainders, and of all the 
The archbifhop of Canterbury added 
‘as a farther fecurity of thefe deeds of violence, 


, being reduced to fuch flaver = 


rely 
by the combination of the princes of the blood and the chief nobility, and havin 


appeared fo unable to defend his fe 
fentment, would long remain in 


* Ingeneral, the parliament in thofe days 
fons, tho’ one of the moft advantageous laws 
of the King, the dukes of Lancafter and Glocefter complain to 


the lords in the parliament judged the Jame fa to be open 


“award tavo writs, the one to the /oeriff of York, and the other to the fberiffs of Derb;, to take the bod 


the faid Sir Thomas returnable in the King’s bench in the month 


Sir Thomas, the faid Thomas foould be convitied of treason, 
all fuch as foould receive him after the proclamation foould incur 
It is to be obferved, that this extraordinary judgment was pafle 
flatute itfelf of Edward III. referves a power to the parliament 


it is not to be fuppofed that this power was referved to the houfe 
_ be judged by a law ex poft faéto. At leaft, if fuch be the meanin 


rvants from the moft cruel effects of their re- 
fubje€tion to them; and never would recover 


never paid a proper regard to Edward’s ftatute of trea- — 
for the fubje@ that has ever been enatted. In the 17th 


Richard that Sir Thomas Talbot, with others 
~ofbis adherents confpired the death of the faid dukes in divers parts of Chefoire, 


and dwell known ; and praying that the parliament may judge of the fau't. 


as the fame was confefid 
Whereupon the King and 
and high treafin: And hereupon thy 





of Eafter then enfuing. And open proc oo 
‘mation was made in Weftminfter-ball, that upon the fberiff’s return, 


and at the next coming in of the faid 


and incur the lofs and pain -of the Jame: And 


the fame lofs and pain. Cotton, p- 354° 


dina time of tranquillity. Tho’ the - 


to declare any new fpecies of treafon, 
of lords alone, or that men were to 
g of the claufe ; it may be affirmed, 


that men were at that time very ignorant of the firit principles of law and juitice. 


the : 
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the royal power,, without the moft violent ftruggles and convulfions : But the Chap. XVII. 
event proved otherwife. In lefs than a twelvemonth, Richard, who was in his 1389: 
twenty-third year, declared in council, that as he had now attained the full age, 
which intitled him to govern by his own authority his kingdom and houfehold, 
he refolved to exercife his right of fovereignty; and when no one ventured to 
contradict fo reafonable an intention, he deprived Fitz-Alan archbifhop of Can- 
terbury. of the dignity. of chancellor, and beftowed that high office on Wil- 
liam of Wickham, bifhop of Winchefter ; the bifhop of Hereford was difplaced 
from the office of treafurer, the earl of Arundel from that of admiral ; even the 
duke of Glocefter and the earl of Warwic were removed for a time from the 
council-board : And no oppofition was made to thefe great changes. ‘The hiftory 
of this reign is very imperfect, and very little to be depended on; except where 
it is fupported by the public records: And it is not eafy for us to aflign the 
reafon of this unexpected event. Perhaps; fome fecret animofities, naturally to 
be expected in that fituation, had crept in among the great men, and enabled the 
King to recover his authority,’ Perhaps, the violence of their former proceedings had 
loft them the affections of the people, who foon repent of any cruel extremities, 
to“which they are carried by‘their leaders.» However this may be, Richard exer 
cifed with mecderation the authority. which he had refumed. He feemed to be 
entirely reconciled to his uncles * and’ the other great men, of whom he had fo 
much reafon to complain : He never attempted to recal from banifhment the 
duke of Ireland, whom he ‘found fo obnoxious to them : He confirmed by pro+ 
clamation the general pardon, which the parliament had paffed for all offences: 
And he courted the affections of the people, by voluntarily remitting fome fub- 
fidies, which had been granted him’; a remarkable, and almoft a a fingular i in- 
ftance of fuch generofity. 

ArTeR this compofure of ‘domeftic differences, and reftoration of the govern- 
mient to its natural ftate, there paffes an interval of eight’ years, which affords not 
many remarkable events. ‘The duke of Lancafter returned from Spain ; having 
réfigned to his rival all pretenfions to the crown of Caftile upon payment of a large 
fum of money‘, and having married his daughter, Philippa, to the King of Portugal. 
The authority of this prince ferved to counterbalance that of the ditkes of Glocefter; 
and fecured the power of Richard, who paid great court to his eldeft uncle, ‘by 
whom he had never been offended, and’ whom he found more’ moderate in his 
temper than the younger.. He made a ceffion to him for life of the dutchy. of 
Guienne ||, which the inclinations and changeable humour of the Gafcons had 


f 


-)*) Dugdale, vol. z. p. 170. + Knyghton,) p..2677., Walfinghamy p. 342. 
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reftored to the Englifh government ; but as they remonttrated loudly againtt 
this deed, it was finally, with the duke’s confent, revoked by Richard *. There 
happened an ‘ncident, which produced a diffenfion between ‘Lancafter and his 
ewo brothers. After the death of the Spanifh princefs, he efpoufed Catharine 
Swineford, daughter of a private knight of Hainault, by whofe alliance, York 
and Glocefter thought the dignity of their family much injured: But the King 
gratified his uncle by paffing in parliament a charter of legitimation to the chil- 
dren, whom that lady had born him before marriage, and by creating the eldeft, 
earl of Somerfet T. Se 

Tue wars, mean while, which Richard had inherited with his crown, full 
continued ; tho’ interrupted by frequent truces according to the practice of that 
age, and conducted with little vigor, by. reafon of the weaknefs of all parties. 
The French war was fcarce heard of ; the tranquillity of the northern borders 
was only interrupted by one ‘nroad of the Scots, which proceeded more from a 
rivalfhip between the two martial families of Piercy and Douglas, than from any 
national quarrel: A fierce battle or fkirmith was fought at Otterborne {, in 
which young Piercy, Grnamed Hot/pur, from his impetuous valor, was taken 
prifoner, and Douglas flain; and the victory remained undecided |}. Some in- 
farretions of the Irith obliged the King to ‘make an expedition into that country, 
which he reduced to obedience ; and he recovered, in fome degree, by this en- 
terprize, his character of courage, which had fuffered a little by the inactivity of his 
reign. At laft, the Englith and French courts began to think in earneft of a lafting 
peace; but found it fo difficult to adjuft their oppolite pretenfions, that they 
were contented to eftablifh a truce of twenty-five years §: Breft and Cherbourg 
were reftored, the former to the duke of Brittany, the latter to the King of Na- 
varre ; Both parties were left in poffeffion of all the other places which they held 
at prefent: And to render the amity between the two crowns more durable, 
Richard, who was now a widower, was affianced to Ifabella, the daughter of 
Charles... This princefs was only feven years of age; but the King agreed to 
fo unequal a match, chiefly that he might fortify himfelf, by this alliance, againft 


the enterprizes of his uncles and the incurable turbulency as well as inconftancy of 
his barons. 


‘Tue adminiftration of the King, tho’ it was not, in this interval, fullied by 
any unpopular act, except the feizure of the charter of London *; which was 


* Rymer, vol. 7. p. 687, | + Cotton, p. 365. Walfingham, p- 352+ 
} 15th Augult, 1388. ff Froiffart, libs 3. chap. 124, 125, 126. ~Walfingham, p- 355° 
§ Rymer, vol. 7. p. 820. 4. Rymer, vol. 7. p. 811+ # Rymer, vol. 7+ P+ 727° 
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foon after reftored, had not tended much to fortify his authority ; and. his per- 
fonal charaéter brought him into contempt, even while his public government 
appeared in a good meafure unexceptionable. Indolent, expenfive, addicted to 
low pleafures; he. fpent his whole time in feafting and jollity, and diffipated in 
idle fhow, or in bounty to favourites of no reputation, that revenue which the peo- 
ple expected to fee him employ in enterprizes directed to public honour and ad- 
vantage. He forgot his rank by admitting all men to his familiarity ; and he 
was not fenfible, that their acquaintance with the qualities of his mind was not 
able to imprefs them with the refpect which he negleéted to preferve from his 
birth and ftation. The earls of Kent and Huntington, his half brothers, 


~ ‘were his chief confidents and favourites; and tho’ he never devoted himfelf to 


them with fo profufe an affection as that with which he had been attached to the 
duke of Ireland, it was eafy for men to fee that every grace paffed thro’ their 
hands, and that the King had rendered himfelf a mere cypher in the government. 
The {mall regard, which the public bore to his perfon, difpofed them to murmur 
againft his adminiftration, and to receive with greedy ears every complaint, which 
the difcontented or ambitious grandees fuggefted to them. 


GiocesTER foon perceived all the advantages, which this diffolute conduct 


Chap. XVII. 


1396, 


1397- 


gave him; and finding, that both refentment and jealoufy on the fide of his Cabals ofthe 


nephew {till-prevented him from acquiring any afcendant over that prince, he de- 
termined to cultivate his popularity with the nation, and to revenge himfelf on 
thofe who eclipfed him in favour and authority. He feldom appeared at court 
or in council: He never declared his opinion, but in order to difapprove of the 
meafures embraced :by the King and his favourites: And:he courted the friend- 
fhip of every man, whom difappointments or private refentment had rendered 
an enemy to the adminiftration. The long truce-with France was very unpo- 
pular with the Englifh, who breathed nothing but war againft that hoftile na- 
tion ; and Glocefter took care to encourage all. the vulgar prejudices, which pre- 
vailed on this fubject. Forgetting the misfortunes, which attended the Englith 
arms during the latter years of Edward ; he made an invidious comparifon be- 
tween the glories of that reign and the inactivity of the prefent, and he lamented 
that Richard fhould have degenerated fo far from the heroic virtues, by which 
his father and his grand-father were diftinguifhed. The military men were in- 
flamed with a defire of war, when they heard him talk of the fignal-victories 


formerly obtained, and of the eafy prey which might be made of the Frefch 


riches by the fuperior valor of the Englifh: The populace readily embraced the 
fame fentiments : And all men exclaimed, that this prince, whofe councils were 
fo much neglected, was the true fupport of Englifh honour, and alone able to 
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Chap. XVII. raife the nation to its formet height of power and fplendor. His great abilities, 


1397 


his popular manners, his princely extraction, his immenfe riches, his high of- 
fice of conftable * ; all thefe advantages, not a little aflifted by his want of court- 
favour, gave him a mighty authority in the kingdom, and rendered him ex- 
tremely formidable to Richard and his minitters. 


Frossart +, a contemporary author and very impartial, but whofe credit is 
fomewhat impaired, by his want of exactnefs in material facts, afcribes to the 
duke of Glocefter more defperate views, and fuch as were totally incompatible 
with the government and domeftic tranquillity of the nation. According to that 
hiftorian, he propofed to his nephew, Roger Mortimer, earl of Marche, whom 
Richard had declared his: fucceffor, to give him immediate, poffeffion of the 
throne, by the depofition of a prince, fo unworthy of government and authority : 
And when Mortimer declined this project, he refolved to make a partition of the 
kingdom between himfelf, his two brothers, and the earl of Arundel ; and to dif- 
poffefs Richard entirely of the crown. The King, it. is faid, being informed of 
thefe defigns, faw, that either his own ruin or that of Glocefter was inevitable ; 
and he refolved, by a hafty blow, to prevent the execution of fuch deftructive 
projects. This is certain, that Glocefter, by his own confefion; ‘had often af- 
feéted to fpeak contemptuoufly of the King’s perfon and government ; had deli- 
berated concerning. the lawfulnefs of throwing off allegiance to him; and had 
even born part in a fecret conference, where his depofition was propofed, and 
talked of, and determined { : But it is reafonable to think, that his fchemes were 
not fo far advanced as to make him think of their immediate execution. ‘The 
danger, probably, was ftill too diftant to render a defperate remedy entirely ne- 
ceffary for the fecurity of the government. | 


Bur whatever opinion we may form of Glocefter’s confpiracies, his averfion 
to the French truce and alliance was public and avowed ; and that court, which 
had now a great influence over the King, pufhed him to provide for his. own 
fafety, by taking revenge of the dangerous defigns of his uncle. The refentment 
of his former violences revived ; the fenfe of his refractory and uncompliant be- 
haviour was ftill recent ; and a man, whofe ambition had once ufurped royal 
authority, and murdered all the faithful fervants of the King, was thought ¢a- 


* Rymer, vol. 7. p. 152. + Liv. 4. Chap. 86. 


zt Cotton, p- 378. Tyrrel, vol. 3. part 2. p. 972: from the records. Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. I. 
P- 473+ That this confeflion was genuine, and obtained without violence, may be entirely depended 
6n. Judge Rickhill, who brought it over from Calais, was tried on that account, and acquitted in 
the frit parliament of Flenry 1V. when Glocefter’s party was prevalent. His acquittal, notwithftand- 
ing his innocence, may even appear marvellous, confidering the times. See Cotton, p. 393: 


8 pable, 


at 
(ih 


Reb eC A aA ERE CD Ii. 261 


en ee a eee Se ae 
Lt ~~ wal , 
ae Tenet A Sa DOSS cl et alia ee elle” we. i the Se 


pable, on a favourable opportunity, of renewing the fame treafonable enterprizes. Chap. XVIE. 


The Kine’s precipitant temper admitted: of no deliberation: He ordered Glocetft- 
er to‘ be urexpectedly arrefted ; to be hurried into a fhip which was lying in the 
river’; and to be carried over to Calais; where alone, he thought, that, by reafon 
of ‘his numerous partizans, he could fafely be detained in cuftody *. . The earls 
of Arundel and Warwic, were feized at the fame time: The malecontents, fo 
fuddenly deprived. of ‘their leaders, were: aftonifhed, and over-awed : And the 
concurrence of the dukes of Lancafter and York, if thofe meafures, with that 
of the earls.of Derby ‘and Rutland, the fons of thefe princes +, bereaved them of 
all poffibility of refiftance. 

A PARLIAMENT was immediately fummoned at Weftminfter ; and the King 


‘doubted not to find the peers, and {till more the commons, very compliant with 


his will. This houfe had in a former parliament given him very fenfible proofs 
of their obedience {; and the prefent fuppreffion of Glocefter’s party made him 
{till more aflured of a favourable election. As a farther expedient for that pur- 
pofe, he is alfo faid to have employed the influence of the fheriffs ; a practice 
which, as it was then fomewhat new, gave great umbrage, but which the efta- 
blifhed authority of that affembly rendered afterwards more familiar to the na- 
tion. Accordingly, the parliament pafled whatever acts the King was pleafed to 
dictate to them §: They annulled forever the commiffion which ufurped upon 
the royal authority, and declared it treafonable to attempt, in any future period, 
the revival of any fimilar commiffion |}: They abrogated all the acts, which 





* Froiffart, liv. 4. chap. go. Walfing. p. 354. + Rymer, vol, 8. p. 7. 

t In the former parliament, the commons had fhewn themfelves in a difpofition to be very com- 
plaifant to the King; yet there happened an incident in their proceedings, which is very Curious, and 
fhews us the ftate of the houfe in that period. The members were either country gentlemen, or mer- 
chants, who were aflembled for a few days, and were entirely unacquainted with bufinefs; fo that it 
was eafy to lead them altray, and draw them into votes and refolutions very different from their fettled 
purpofe.. A member had propofed fome petitions concerning the ftate of the nation ; in which, among 
other things, the houfe recommended frugality to the King, and for that purpofe, defired, that the 
court fhould not be fo much frequented as formerly with dz/4ops and Jadies. The King was difpleafed 
with this freedom : The commons very humbly craved pardon: He was not fatisfied unlefs they would 
name the mover of that petition. It happened to be one Haxey, whom the parliament, in order to 
make attonement, condemned for this offence to die the death of a traitor. But the King, at the de. 
fire of the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the prelates, pardoned him. When a parliament in thofe 
times, not agitated by any faction, and being at entire freedom, cauld be guilty of fuch monftrous ex- 
travagance, it is eafy to judge what might be expected from them in more trying fituations. See Cot- 
ton’s abridg. p. 361, 362. 

§ The nobles brought numerous retainers with them to give them fecurity, as we are told by Wal- 
fingham, p.354. The King had a few Chefhire men for his guard, 


| Statutes at large, 21, Richard II. ; 
attainted 
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Chap. XVII. attainted the King’s minifters, and which that parliament who paffed them, and 

1397 the whole nation, had fworn inviolably to maintain: And they declared the ge- 
nted to be invalid, as extorted by force, and never ratified 
by the free confent of the King. Tho’ Richard, after he refumed the government, 
and lay no longer under conftraint, had voluntarily, by proclamation, confirmed 
that general indemnity ; this -circumftance feemed not, in their eyes, to merit the 
lea(t confideration. Even a particular pardon granted fix years after to the earl 
of Arundel, ‘was annulled by parliament; upon pretence, that it was procured by 
furprize, and ‘that the King was not then acquainted with the degree of guilt in- 
curred by that nobleman. 

Tus commons then entered an impeachment againft Fitz-Alan, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, and brother to Arundel, and accufed him of his concurrence in pro- 
curing the illegal commiffion, and in.attainting the:King’s minifters: The pri- 
mate pleaded guilty; butas he was protected by the ecclefiaftical privileges, the 
King was fatisfied with afentence, which banifhed him the kingdom, and fequeftered 
his temporalities *. An appeal or accufation was prefented againft the duke of 
Glocefter, and the earls of Arundel and Warwic, by the earls of Rutland, Kent, 
Huntington, Somerfet, Salifbury, and Nottingham, together with the lords Spen- 
cer and Scrope, and they were accufed of the fame crimes which had been im- 
puted'to the archbifhop, as well as of their appearance againft the King in a hof- 
tile manner at Haringay-park. ‘The earl of Arundel, who was brought to the 
bar, very wifely confined all his defence to the pleading both the general and par- 
ticular pardon of the King; but was over-ruled, condemned and executed 7. 
The earl of Warwic, who was alfo convicted of high treafon, was, on account of 
his {abmiffive behaviour, pardoned as to his life, but doomed to perpetual banifh- 
ment in the Ifle of Man. Nonew atts of treafon were imputed to either of thefe 
noblemen. The only crimes, for which they were condemned, were the old at- 
tempts againft the crown, which feemed to be obliterated, both by the diftance.of 
time, and by repeated pardons f. The reafons of this method of proceeding, 
it is difficult to conje€ture. The recent confpiracies of Glocefter feem certain 
from his own confeffion: But perhaps, the King and miniftry had not, at that 
time, in their hands, any fatisfa€tory proof of their reality ; perhaps it was diffi- 
cult to convi& Arundel and Warwic, of any concurrence in them; perhaps, an 
enquiry into thefe confpiracies would have involved in the guile fome of thofe 
creat noblemen, whe now concurred with the crown, and whom it was neceflary 
to cover from all imputation ; or perhaps, the King, according to-the genius of 


neral pardon then gra 


* Cotton, p. 368. + Cotton, p. 377. —Froiffart, liv. 4. chap. 90. Walling. p. 354. 
{ Tyrrel, vol. 3. part 2. p. 968. from the records. 7 
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that age, was very indifferent about faving even the appearances. of juftice and Chap, XVII 


equity, and was only folicitous by any means to enfure fuccefs in thefe profecutions. 
This point, like many others in antient hiftory, we are obliged to leave altogether 
undétermined. 


1397+ 


A Warrant was iffued to the earl Marefchal; governor of ‘Calais, to bring Murder of the 
over the duke of Gloceiter, in order to his trial; but the governor returned for duke of Glo- 


anfwer, that the duke had died fuddenly of an apoplexy in that fortrefs. No- 
thing could be more fufpicious than the time of that prince’s death: It became 
immediately the general opinion, that he was murdered by orders from his nephew: 
In the fubfequent reign undoubted proofs were produced to parliament,’ that he 
had been fuffocated with pillows by his keepers *: And it appeared, that the 
King, apprehenfive left'the public trial and execution of fo popular a prince, and 
fo near a relation, might prove both dangerous and invidious, had taken this bafe 
method of gratifying, and as he fancied, concealing his revenge upon. him. 
Both parties, in their fucceflive triumphs, feem to have had no farther concern 
than that of retaliating upon their adverfaries ; and neither of them were aware, 
that, in imitating, they indireCtly juftified, asfar as it lay in their power, all the 
illegal violences of the oppofite party. 

Turis feffion concluded with the creation or advancement of feveral peers ; the 
earl of Derby was made duke of Hereford; the earl of Rutland, duke of Albe- 
marle; the earl of Kent, duke of Surrey ; the earl of Huntington duke of Ex- 
éter ; the earl of Nottingham, duke of Norfolk ; the earl of Somerfet, marquis 
of Dorfet; lord Spencer, earl of Glocefter; Ralph Nevil; earl of Weftmoreland; 
Thomas Piercy, earl of Worcefter ;, William Scrope, earl of Wiltthire+, The 
parliament, after a feffion of twelve days, was then adjourned to Shrewibury, 
The King, ‘before the departure of the members, exaéted of them an. oath for 
the perpetual maintainance and eftablifhment of their acts, fimilar to that which 
had formerly been required by the duke of Glocefter and his party, and. which: 
had already proved fo vain and fruitlefs. 


Boru King and parliament met in the fame difpofitions at Shrewfbury. So 
anxious was Richard for the fecurity of thefe acts, that he obliged the lords and 
commons to fwear anew to them on the crofs of Canterbury { ; and he foon after 
procured a bull from the Pope, by which they were, as he imagined, perpetu- 
ally fecured and eftablifhed §. The parliament, on the other hand, conferred on: 
him for /ife the duties on wool, wool-fells, and leather, and granted him befides;. 


cefter. 


1398. 
28th January. 


* Cotton, p. 399, 400, Dugdale, vol. 2. p. 171. t Cotton, p. 370, 37% 
t Cotton, p. 371. § Walfingham, p. 355. ; 
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a fubfidy of one whole tenth and fifteenth and. of a half tenth and-fifteenth. 
They alfo reverfed the attainder of Trefilian and the other judges; and. with 
the approbation of the prefent judges, declared the: ahfwers, for which, thefe 
magiftrates had been impeached, to be juft and legal *: And __ they carried 
{> far their retrofpect as to reverfe, on the petition of the lord Spencer, earl 
of Glocefter, the attainder pronounced againtt the two Spencers in the reign 
of Edward II 7. The antient hiftory of England is nothing but.a catalogue of. 
reverfals: [Every thing; is in duécuation and movement: One faction 1s continu- 
ally undoing what was eftablifhed by another: And the multiplied,oaths, which. 
each party requites for the fecurity of the prefent acts, betray a perpetual con- 
fcioufnefs of their inftability. . 

Tue parliament, before they were diffolved, eleGted a committee of twelve 
lords and fix commoners }, whom they vefted with the whole power both of lords, 
and commons, ‘and endowed with full authority to finifh all bufinefs, which had. 
been laid before the houfes, .and which they had not. had leifure to bring to a con- 
clufion §. This was a very anufual conceffion; and tho’ it was limited in the, 
object, might, either immediately or as a precedent, have proved dangerous to 
the conftitution: But the-caufe of that extraordinary meafure was an event very 
fingular and unexpected, which engaged the attention of the parliament. 

Arter the dettruction of the duke of Glocefter and the heads of that party, a 
mifunderftanding broke out among thofe noblemen, who had joined, in the .pro- 
fecution ; and the King wanted either authority fufficient to appeafe it, or fores 
fight to prevent it. The duke of Hereford appeared in parliament, ‘and accufed 
the duke of Norfolk of having fpoke to him, in private, many. flanderous words 
of the King, and. of having imputed to bis majefty, an intention of fubverting 
and ‘deftroying many of his principal nobility ||. Norfolk: denied the charge; 
gave Hereford the lie, and offered to prove his innocence ‘by duel, The chal- 
lenge was accepted : The time and place of combat were appointed : And as the 
event of this important trial by arms might requite the interpofition of legiflative 
authority, the parliament thought it more fuitable to delegate their power toa 


* Statutes atlarge. 21 Rich. Il. + Cotton; Pp; 372. | ; 

+ The names of the commiflioners were the dukes of Lancafter, York, Albemarle, Surrey, and Exe 
eter, the marquis.of Dorfet, the earls of March, Salifbury, Northumberland, Glocetfter, Winchefters 
and. Wilthire, John Bufley, Henry Green, John Ruffel, Robert Teéye, Henry Chelmefwike, and 
John Golofre. At is to be remarked, that the duke of Lancafter always concurred with the reft in all 
their proceedings, évenin the banifhment of his fon, which was afterwards fo much complained of 

§ Cotton, P: 374: Walfingham, p. 355- | Cotton, p. 372. Parliamentary hiftory, 
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committee, than to prolong the feffion beyond the ufual time, which cuftom Ghay 


and general convenience had prefcribed to it *, 

Tue duke of Hereford was certainly very little deli¢ate in point of honour, to 
betray a private converfation to the ruin of the perfon who entrufted him ; and 
we may thence be more’ inclined to believe the duke of Norfolk’s denial, than the 
other’s affeveration. But Norfolk had in thefe tranfactions betrayed an equal ne- 
gleét of honour, which brings him entirely to a Jevel with his antagonift. Tho’ 
he had publickly joined with the duke of Glocefter and that party in all the fors 
mer violences put upon the King's and his name ftands among the appellants who 
accufed the duke’ of Ireland and the other minifters : Yet was he not athamed 
publickly to impeach his former affociates for the very crimes, which he had con- 
curred with them in committing, and his name encreafes the lift of thot ap- 
pellants who brought them to a trial. Such were the principles and practices of 
thofe antient knights and ‘barons durifig the prevalence of the feudal government, 
and the reign of chivalry. . i 

Tue lifts for this decifion of truth and right were appointed at Coventry be- 
fore the King: All the nobility of England bandied into parties, and adhered 
either to the one duke or the other: The whole nation was held in fufpence with 
regard to the event: But when the two champions appeared in the field, accou- 
tered for the combat, the King interpofed to prevent, both the prefent effufion 
of fuch noble blood, and. the future confequences of the quarrel. By the advice 
and authority of the parliamentary commiffioners, he {topped the duel; and to 
fhow his impartiality, he ordered, by the fame authority, both the combatants to 
leave the kingdom +, afligning one country for the place of Norfolk’s exile, 
which he declared perpetual, and another for that of Flereford, which he limited 
to ten years, | 


FIEREFORD, was a. man of great prudence and command of temper ; and he 
behaved himfelf with fo much fubmiffion in thefe delicate circumftances, that the 
King, before his departure, promifed to fhorten the term of his exile four years ; 
and he alfo granted him letters patent, by which he was empowered, in cafe any 
inheritance fhould:in the mean. time>fall to him, to enter immediately in poffef- 
fion, and to poftpone the doing homage till his return. 

Tue weaknefs and fluétuation of Richard’s councils appear no where more evi- 
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dent than in the conduct of this affair. No fooner had Henry left the kingdom, of Henry 
duke of He. 
* In the firft year.of Henry VI. when the authority of parliament was great, and. when that af peford. 


fembly could leaft: be fufpected of lying under violence, a like conceflion was made to the Goaneil 
from like motives. of convenience. See Cotton, P- 504: 
+ Cotton, p- 380. Wallingham, p. 356. x 
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than the King’s jealoufy of che immenfe power and riches of that family revived: 
and he was fenfible, that, by Glocefter’s. death, he had only removed a-counter- 
poize to the Lancattrian intereft,; which, was now become formidable to his crown 
and kingdom. Being ‘formed, that. Hereford had opened. a. treaty of marriage 
with the daughter of the duke of Berry, uncle to the -French..King, ‘he.-deter- 
mined to prevent the Gnifhing of an alliance, which would extend fo muchrthe inte- 
-eft of that nobleman into foreign countries ; and he fent over the earl of Salif- 
bury to Paris with a commision for that purpofe. The death of the duke of 
Lancatter, which happened foon after, called upon him, to.take new: refolutions 
with regard to that opulent fuccefion. The prefent duke, in confequence of the 
King’s patent, defired to be put in poffeffion of the eftate and jurifdictions: of 
his father : But Richard, afraid of ftrengthening the hands of a man, whom he 
had already fo fenfibly injured, applied to the parliamentary commiffioners, ‘and 
perfuaded them that this affair was but an. appendage of that bufinefs, which 
the parliament had delegated to them. By their authority, he revoked his let- 
ters patent, and retained poffeffion of the eftate of Lancafter: .And by the fame 
authority, he feized and «ried the duke’s attorney, who had procured and infifted 
on the letters, and had him condemned as a traitor, for faithfully executing that 
truft to his mafter*. A moft extravagant act of power! even tho’ the King 
changed, in favour of the attorney, the penalty of ‘death into that of banifh- 
ment. he ech aar 

Henry, the new duke of Lancafter, had long acquired, by his conduct and 
abilities, the efteem of the public ; and having ferved with diftinGtion againft the 
infidels in Lithuania, he had joined to his other praifes thofe of piety and valour, 
virtues which have at all times a great ‘nfluence over mankind, and were, during 
thofe ages, the qualities chiefly held in eftimationy. He was connected with 
moft of the principal nobility by blood, alliances, or friendfhip; and as the in- 
jury, done him by the King, might in its confequences: affect all of them, he 
eafily brought them, by a fenfe of common intereft, to take part in his refent- 
ment, The people, who muft have an object of dffe€tion, and who found no- 
thing in the King’s perfon, which they could love or revere, and were even dif- 
gufted with many parts of his conduct f, eafily transferred to Henry that attach- 


* Tyrrel, vol. 3. part 2. p. 991» from the records. + Walfingham, ps 343. 

{ He levied fines from thofe who had ten years before joined the duke of Glocefter and his party > 
‘They were obliged to pay him money, before he would allow them to enjoy the benefit of the in- 
demnity ; and in the articles of charge againit him, itis afferted, that the payment of one fine did not 
faffice. It is indeed 'likely, that his minifters would abufe the power put into their hands; and this 
grievance € xtended to very many people, Hiftorians agree in reprefenting this practice as a great Op- 
preffion, See Otterburn, p. 199. - es e 
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ment, which the death of the duke of Glocefter had deft without any fixed di- Chap. XVI. 
rection. His misfortunes were lamented ; the injuftice, which he had fuffered, 1399: 
complained of; and all men turned their eyes towards him, as the only perfon who 

could retrieve the loft honour of the nation, or redrefS the fuppofed abufes of 

the government. 

Waite. fuch was the difpofition of the people, Richard had the imprudence to Return of 
embark for Ireland, in order to revenge the death of his coufin, Roger earl of Henry. 
Marche, the prefumptive heir of the crown, who had lately been flain in a fkir- 
mifh by the natives; and he thereby left the kingdom of England open to the 
attempts of his provoked and ambitious enemy. Henry, embarking at Nantz 
with a retinue of fixty perfons, among whom were the archbifhop of Canterbury 
and the young earl of Arundel, nephew to that prelate, landed at Ravenfpur in 
Yorkfhire ; and was immediately joined by the earls of Northumberland and 
Weftmoreland, two of the moft potent-barons in» England; He here took a 
folemn oath, that he had:no other purpofe inthis invafion, than to recover the 
dutchy of Lancafter, unjuftly detaimed from him; and he invited all his friends 
in England, and all lovers of their country, to fecond him in this reafonable and 
moderate pretenfion. Every place was in commotion: The malecontents in all 
quarters flew to arms: London difcovered the ftrongeft fymptoms of its difpo- 
fition to mutiny and rebellion: And ‘Henry’s army, encreafing on every day’s 
march, foon amounted to the number of 60,000 .men. 


4th July. 


Tue duke of York was left guardian of the realm; a place to which his birth General jn. 
intitled him, but which both his flender abilities, and his natural connexions with {erection 
the duke of Lancafter, rendered him utterly incapable’ of filling in fuch a dan- 
gerous emergency. All the chief nobility, who were attached to the crown, and 
who could either have feconded. the guatdian’s good intentions, or have over- 
awed his infidelity, had attended the King into Ireland ; and the efforts of Rich: 
ard’s friends were every where more feeble than thofe of his enemies. The duke 
of York, however, appointed the rendezvous of his forces at St. Albans, and 
foon aflembled an army of 40,000 men; but found them entirely deftitute of 
zeal and attachment to:the royal! caufe, and more inclined: to join'the party of 
the rebels. Hehearkened therefore very readily tora meflage from Henry, who 
entreated him not to oppofe.a Joyal and humble fupplicant in the recovery of his 
Jegal patrimony ; and the Guardian even declared publickly that he would fecond his 
nephew in fo reafonable a requeft. . His army, embraced with acclamations the 
lame party; and the duke of Liancafter, re-inforced by their numbers,’ was now 
intirely mafter of the kingdom. He haftened:to’ Briftol, into which fomie of 
the King’s minifters had thrown themfelves ; and foon obliging that place to fur- / 
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Chap. XVIL. render, he yielded to the cries of the populace, and without giving them a trial, 
:399¢ ordered the earl of Wiltfhire, Sit John Buffy, and Sir Henry Green, whom he 
there took prifoners, to be led out to immediate execution. 
Tur King, receiving intelligence ‘of this invafion and infurrection,  haftened 
over from Ireland, and landed in Milford Haven with a body of 20,000 men > 
But even this army, fo much inferiorto the enemy, were either overawed by 
the general combination of the kingdom, or feized with the fame {pirit of 
rebellion; and they gradually deferted him, till he found that he had. not 
above 6000 men, who followed his flandard. It appeared, therefore, necefiary to 
retire fecretly from this fmall body, which ferved only to expofe him to dangers 
and he fled to the ifle of Anglefea, where he purpofed to embark either for 
Ireland or France, and there await the favourable opportunities, which the re- 
turn of his fubjeéts to a fenfe of duty, or their future difcontents againft the duke 
of Lancafter, would probably afford him. © Henry, fenfible of this danger, fent 
to him the earl of Northumberland with the ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and 
fabmiffion ; and that nobleman, by treachery and falfe oaths, made himfelf maf- 
ter of the King’s perfon, and carried him to his.enemy at Flint caftle.. Richard was 
if Septr. Conducted to London, by the duke of Laneafter, who was there received with the 
acclamations of the mutinous populace. -It is pretended, that the Recorder met 
him on the road ; and in the name of the city, entreated him, for the public 
fafety, to put Richard to death, with all his adherents who were prifoners * ; but 
the duke very prudently determined to make, many others participate of his guilt, 
before he would proceed to thofe extremities. For this purpofe, he iffued writs 
of eleétion in the King’s name, and appointed the immediate meeting of a pars 
liament at Weftminfter. 


Suc of the peers, as were the moft devoted to the King, were either fled or im- 
prifoned ; and no opponents, even among the barons, dared to appear againft Henry 
amid that {cene of outrage and violence, which commonly attendsrevolutions, more 
efpecially in England during thofe turbulent ages: And it is alfo eafy. to imagine, 
that a houfe of commons, elected'during this univerfal ferment, and this triumph of 
the Lancaftrian party, would be extremely attached to that-.caufe, and ready to fe- 
cond every fuggeftion of their leader. That order, being as yet of too little 
weight to ftem the torrent, was always carried along with it, and ferved only to 
encreafe the violence, which the public intereft required it fhould endeavour te 
ence of controul. The duke of Lancafter, therefore, fenfible that he would be entirely 
the Bing. yafter, began to carry his views to the crown itfelf ; and he deliberated with his 
partizans concerning the moft:-proper means of effecting his violent purpole. He 
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firft extorted a refignation from Richard*; but as he knew, that that deed would Chap. XVIL. 


plainly appear the refule of force and fear, he alfo propofed, notwithf{tanding the 
danger of the precedent to himfelf and his pofterity, to have him folemnly. de- 
pofed in parliament for his pretended tyranny and mifconduct. «+ A charge, confitt- 
ing of thirty-three articles, was accordingly drawn up againft him, and prefented 
to that aflembly +. 

Ir we examine thefe articles, which are expreffed with extreme acrimony again{t 
Richard, we fhall find, that, except fome rath {peeches, which are imputed ‘to 
him Jt, and of whofe reality, as they are faid to have pafled in private converfation, 
we may very reafonably entertain fome doubt ; the chief amount of the charge 
is contained in his violent conduct during the laft years of his reign, and naturally 
divides itfelf into two principal heads. The firft and moft confiderable is the 
revenge, which he took on the princes and creat barons, who had formerly 
ufurped, and ftill perfevered in controuling and threatning-his authority ; the 
fecond is the violation of the laws and general privileges of his people. But the 
former, however irregular in many of its circumftances, was fully fupported by 
authority of parliament, and was but a copy of the violence, which the princes 
and barons themfclves, during their former triumph, had exercifed againft him 
and. his party... The detention of Lancafter’s. eftate was, properly fpeaking, a 
revocation, by the appearance at leaft of parliamentary authority, of a oraces 
which the King himfelf had formerly granted him. .The murder of Glocefler 
(for the fecret execution, however merited, of that prince, certainly deferves this 
appellation) was a private deed, formed not any precedent, and implied not any 
affumed or arbitrary power of the crown, which could juftly give umbrage ta. 
the people. It was really the effect of the King’s weaknefs, rather than ambition ; 
and proves, that, inftead of being dangerous to the conftitution, he poffefled not 
even the authority requifite for the execution of the laws. 

Tue fecond head of accufation, as it confifts moftly of general faéts, and was 
framed by Richard’s inveterate enemies, and was never allowed to be anfwered by 
him or his friends ; it is more difficult-to form ajudgment of. The greateft parp 
of thefe grievances, objected to Richard, feems to be the exertion of arbitrary preroga- 
tives 3 fuch as the difpenfing power ||, levying purveyance §, employing the mar- 
fhal’s court |, extorting loans *, granting protections from law-fuits +; pre- 
rogatives, which, tho’ often complained of, had often been exercifed by his 
predecefiors, and ftill continued to be fo by his fucceflors. But whether his ir= 


* Knyghton, p. 2744. Otterbourne, p. 212. T Tyrrel, vol. 3. part 2 p, r008 from the 
records, Knyghton, p. 2740, Otterbourne, p, 214. t Arc. 16, 26, 
| Art. 13, 17, 18, § Art, 22. + Art. 27. * Art. IAs ft Art. 16; 
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regular acts of this kind were more frequent and injudicious and violent than 
ufual, or were only laid hold of and more exaggerated, by the factions, to which 
the weaknefs of his reign had given birth, we are not able at this diftance to de- 
termine with certainty. ‘Theres however one circumftance, in which his conduct 
is vifibly different from that of his grandfather? He is not accufed of having 
impofed one arbitrary tax, without confent of . parliament, during his whole 
reign * : Scarce a year pafied during the reign of Edward, which was free from 
complaints with regard to this grievous and dangerous exertion of authority. But, 
perhaps, the great afcendant, which Edward had acquired over his people, to- 
gether with his great prudence, enabled him to make a ufe very advantageous to 
his fabjeéts of this and other arbitrary prerogatives, and rendered them a fmaller 
grievance in“his hands, than a lefs abfolute authority in thofe of his grandfon. 
This is a point, which it would be rafh for us to decide pofitively on either fide ; 
but it is certain, that a charge drawn up by the duke of Lancafter, and affented 
to by a parliament, fituated in thefe circumftances, forms no manner of prefump- 


tion with regard to the unufual irregularity or violence of the King’s conduct in 
this particular T. 


Wuen the charge againft Richard was prefented to the parliament, tho’ it 
was liable, almoft in every article, ‘to objections, it was not canvafied, nor ex- 
amined, nor difputed:in either houfe, and feemed to be received with unanimous 
approbation. One man alone, the bifhop of Carlifle, had the courage, amidtt 


* We learn from Cotton, p. 362, that the King, by his chancellor, told. the commons, that they 
ewere underly bound to him, and namely in faorbearing to charge them «with difmes and fifteens, the which 
he meant no more to charge them in his own perfon. Thefe words, o more, allude to the practice of 
his predeceffors : He had not himfelf impofed any arbitrary taxes - Even the parliament, in the 


articles of his depofition, tho’ they complain of heavy taxes, afirm not, that they were impofed il- 
legally or by arbitrary will. 


+ ‘To fhow how little credit is to be given to this charge againft Richard, we may obferve, that a 
Jaw in the 13 Edw. IJ, had been made againft the continuance of fheriffs for more than one year; 
But the inconvenience of changes having afterwards appeared from experience, the commons in the 


twentieth of this King, applied by petition that the theriffs might be continued ; tho’ that petition 


had not been enagted into a flatute, by reafon of other difagreeable circumftances, which attended it. 


See Cotton, p. 361. It. was certainly avery moderate exercife of the difpenfing power for the King 
to continue the fherifs, after he found that that practice would ‘be acceptable to. his fubjeéts, and had 
been applied for by one houfe of parliament: Yet is this made an article of charge againft him by the 
prefent parliament. See art. 18. Walfingham {peaking of a period early in Richard’s minority, {ays, 
But what co acts of parliament fignify, when, after they are made, they take no effec? ;fince the King; 
by the advice of the prévy-council, takes upon him to alter, or wholly fet afide, all thofe things, aubich by 
general confent bad been ordained in parliament ? \f Richard, therefore, exercifed the difpenfing power» 


he was warranted by the examples of his uncles and-grandfather, and indeed of all his predeceffors from 
Henry Ill. : 


this 
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this univerfal difloyalty and violence, to appear in defence of his unhappy mafter, 
and to plead his caufe againft all the power of the prevailing party. Tho’ fome 
topics, employed by that virtuous prelate, may feem to favour too much the 
doctrine of paffive obedience, and to make too large a facrifice of the rights of 
mankind ; he was naturally pufhed into that extreme by his abhorrence of the 
prefent licentious factions ; and fuch intrepidity, as well as difintereftednefs of 
behaviour, proves, that, whatever his fpeculative principles were, his heart was 
elevated far above the meannefs and abject fubmiffion of aflave. He reprefented 
to the parliament, that all’the abufes of government, which could juftly be im- 
puted’ to Richard, far from amounting to tyranny, were merely the refult of 
error, youth, or mifguided council, and admitted of a remedy, more eafy and 
falutary, than ‘a total fubverfion -of the conftitution. ‘That even had they been 
much’ more violent and dangerous than they feally were, they had chiefly pro- 
ceeded from former examples of ‘refiftance, which, making the prince fen- 
fible of his precarious fituation, had obliged him to eftablifh his throne by ir- 
regular and arbitrary expedients. That a rebellious difpofition in fubjeéts was the 
principal caufe of tyranny in Kings: Laws could never fecure the fubje@t, which 
did not give fecurity to the fovereign: And if the maxim of inviolable loyalty, 
which formed the bafis of the Englith government, were once rejected, the pri- 
vileges, belonging to the feveral orders‘of the ftate, inftead of being fortified by that 
licentioufnefs, would thereby lofe the fureft foundation of their force and ftability. 
hat the parliamentary depofition of Edward Il. far from making a precedent, 
which could controul this maxim, was only the example of fuccefsful violence ; 
and it was fufficiently to be lamented, that crimes were fo often committed in the 
world, without eftablifhing principles which might juftify and authorize them. 
That even that precedent, falfe and dangerous as it was, could never warrant the 
prefent exceffes, which were fo much greater, and which would entail diftraftion 
and mifery on the nation, to their Jateft pofterity. hat the fucceffion, at leatt, 
of the crown, was then preferved inviolate: The lineal heir was placed on the 


throne: And the people-had an Opportunity, by their legal obedience to him, of 


making atonement for the violences which they had committed againft his prede- 
ceffor. That.a defcendant of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the elder brother of the 
late duke of Lancafter, had been declared in parliament fucceflor to the crown: 
Fie had left pofterity: And their title, however it might be overpowered by pre- 
fent force and faction, could never be obliterated from the minds of the people: 
That if the turbulent difpofition alone of the nation, had overturned: the well- 
eftablifhed throne of fo good a prince as Richard; what bloody commiotions. 
muit enfue, when the fame caufe was united to the motive of reftoring the legal] 

and 


Chap. XVII, 
I 399- 








ey 


272 His TOR Y. oF ENGLAND: 


(hap. XVII. and undoubted heir to his authority ? That the new government, intended to be 


1390. 


eftablifhed, would ftand on no principles ; and would icarce retain any pretence, 
by which it could challenge the obedience of men of fenfe or virtue. ‘That the 
claim of lineal defcent was fo grofs as fcarcely to deceive the moft ignorant of the 
populace: Conqueft could never be pleaded by a rebel againft his fovereign : The 
confent of the people had no authority in a monarchy not derived from confent, 
but eftablifhed by hereditary right ; and however the nation might be juftified, in 


depofing the mifguided Richard, it could never have any reafon for pafiing by 


2 


nis Jawful heir and-fucceffor, who was plainly innocent. And that the duke of © 


‘Lancatter would give them but a bad fpecimen of the legal moderation, which 


might be expected from his future government, if he added, to the crime of his 
patt rebellion, the guilt of excluding the family, which, both by right of blood, 
and by declaration of parliament, would, in cafe of Richard’s-deceafe, or volun- 
tary refignation, have been received as the undoubted heirs of the monarchy *. 

Aux the circumftances of this event, compared to thofe attending the late re= 
volution in 1688, fhow the difference between a great and a civilized nation, deli- 
berately vindicating its eftablifhed privileges, and a turbulent and barbarous arif- 
tocracy, plunging headlong from the extremities of one faction into thofe of ano- 
ther. This noble freedom of the bifhop of Carlifle, inftead of being applauded, 
was not fo much as tolerated: He was immediately arrefted, by orders of the duke 
of Lancafter, and fent a prifoner to the abbey of St. Albans. No farther debate 
was attempted: Thirty-three long articles of charge were, in one meeting, voted 
againit Richard ; and voted unanimoufly by the fame peers and prelates, who, a 
little before, had voluntarily and unanimoufly authorized thofe very acts of vio- 
lence, of which they now complained. That prince was depofed by the fuffrages of 
both houfes:; and the throne being now vacant, the duke of Lancafter ftepped 
forth, and having crofied himfelf on his forehead, and on his breaft, and called 
upon the namie of Chrift +, he pronounced thefe words, which we fhall give in 
the original language, becaufe of their fingularity. 

In the name of Fadber, Son, and [Holy Ghoft, I Henry of Lancafter, challenge this 
rewwme of Yuglande, and the croun, avith all the membres, and the appurtenances s 
als 1 that am defcendit by right line of the blode, coming fro the cude King Henry therde, 
and throge that right that God of bis grace hath fent me, with helpe of kyn, and of 
my frendes to recover it, the which rewme was in poynt to be ondone by defaut of g0- 
wernance, and ondoying of the gude lawes X. 

In order to underftand this fpeech, it muft be obferved, that there was 4 filly 
ftory, received among fomie of the loweft vulgar, that Edmond earl of Lancafter, 


#* Sir John Heywarde, p. 101. + Cotton, p. 389. { Knyghton, p. 2757. F ; 
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fon of Henry III. was really the elder brother of Edward I; but that, by reafon Chap. XVIT 
of fome deformities in bis perfon, he had been poftponed in the fucceffion,  1399- 
and his younger brother impofed on the nation in his ftead. As the prefent 

duke of Lancafter inherited from Edmond by his mother, this genealogy made 

him the true heir of the monarchy; and it is therefore infinuated in Henry’s {peech: 

But the abfurdity was too grofs to be openly avowed either by him, or by the par- 

liament. The cafe is the fame with regard to his right of conqueft: He was a 

fubject who rebelled againft his fovereign: He entered the kingdom with a reti- 
nue of no more than fixty perfons: He could not therefore be the conqueror of 
England; and this right is accordingly infinuated, not avowed. Still there is a 
third claim, derived from his merits in faving the nation from tyranny and oppref- 
fion; and this claim is alfo infinuated: But as it feemed, by its nature, better 
calculated as a reafon for his being eleéfed King by a free choice, which he was 
determined never to avow, than for giving him an immediate right of poffeffion, 
he durft not {peak openly even on this head; and to. obviate any notion of 
election, he challenges the crown as his due, either by acquifition or inheritance. 
The whole forms fuch a piece of jargon and nonfenfe, as is almoft without ex- 
ample: No objection however was made to it inthe parliament : The unanimous 
voice of lords and commons placed Henry on the throne: He became King, no- 
body could tell how or wherefore: The title of the houfe of Marche, formerly 
recognized by parliament, was neither invalidated nor repealed ; but pafled over 


in total filence: And as a concern for the liberties of the people feems to have had 


no hand in this revolution, their right to difpofe of the government, as well as 
all their other privileges, was left precifely on the fame footing as before. But 
Henry, having, when he claimed the crown, dropped fome obfeure hint concern- 
ing conqueft, which, it was thought, might endanger thefe privileges, he foon 
after made a public declaration, that he did not thereby intend to dearive any one 
of his franchifes or liberties *: Which was the only circumftance, that had com- 
mon fenfe or meaning, | in all thefe tranfactions. 
Tue fubfequent events difcover the fame headlong violence of conduct, and 6th Oaober. 
the fame rude notions of civil government. The depofition of Richard diffolved 
the parliament: It was neceffary to fummon a new one: And Fenry, in fix days 
after, called together, without any new election, the fame members ; and this af- 
fembly he denominated a new parliament. They were employed in the ufual 
tafk of reverfing every deed of the oppofite party. All the acts of the lat par- 
liament of Richard, which had been confirmed by their oaths, and by a papal 
bull, were abrogated: All the aéts, which had pafied in the parliament where 


* Knyghton, p. 2759. Otterborn, p. 220, 


Vou. II. n ——— Glocefter 


Z 





Gey 


/ 


274 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


Chap. XVII. Glocefter prevailed, and which had been abrogated by Richard, were again fe- 

1359: 6Mablifhed #: The anfwers of Trefillian, and the other judges, which a parlia- 

ment had annulled, but which anew parliament and new judges had approved, here 

received a fecond condemnation. The. peers, who had accufed Glocefter, Arun- 

land Warwic, and who had reccived higher titles for that piece of fervice, 
were all of them degraded from their new dignities: Even the practice of profe- 

cuting appeals in parliament was wholly abolifhed ; and trials were reftored to the 

courfe of common law +. The natural effeét of this conduct was to render the 

people giddy with fuch rapid and perpetual changes, and to make them lofe all 


notions of right and wrong in the meafures of government. 


~ 
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23d O&ober. Tue earl of Northumberland made a motion, in the houfe of peers, with regard 
to the unhappy prince whom they had depofed. He afked them, what advice 
they would give the King for the future treatment of him ; fince Henry was re- 
folved to fpare his life. They dnanimoufly replied, that he fhould be imprifoned 
under a fecure guard, in fome fecret place, and fhould be deprived of all com- 
merce with any of his friends or partizans, It was eafy to fore’ec, that he would 
not remain long alive in the hands of fuch barbarous and fanguinary enemies, 

Marder of the Hiftorians differ with regard to the manner, in which he was murdered. It was 

=e: long the prevailing opinion, that fir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, fell 
upon him in the cattle of Pomfret, where he was conined, and difpatched him 
with their halbercs. But it is more probable, that he was ftarved to death in pri- 
fon ; and after all fubfiftence was denied him, he prolonged his unhappy life, it is 
faid, for a fortnight, before he reached the end of his miferies. This account is 
more confiftent with the ftory, that his body was expofed in public, and that no 
marks of violence were obferved upon it. He died in the thirty fourth year of 
his age, and the twenty-third of his reign. He left no pofterity, either legitimate 
or ijlegitimate. 

tic chara&ter. Aux the writers, who have tranfmitted to us the hiftory of Richard, compofed 
their works during the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes; and candor requires, 
that we fhould not give entire credit to the reproaches which have been thrown 
upon his memory. But after making all proper abatements, he ftill appears to 
have béen a weak prince, and unfit for government, lefs for want of natural parts 
and capacity, than of folid judgment and of a good education. He was violent in 
his temper, profufe in his expences ; fond of idle fhow and magnificence ; de- 
voted to favourites, and addicted to pleafure: Paflions, all of them, the moft 
inconfiftent with a prudent ceconomy, and confequently dangerous in a limited 
and mixed government. Had he poffeffed the talents of gaining, and ftill more 


* ‘Cotton, p. 390. + Henry iv. cap. 14. | 
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thofe of over-awing, his great barons, he might have efcaped all the misfortunes Chap. XVII. 


of his reign, and been allowed. to carry much farther his oppreffions over the 
people, if he really was guilty of any, without their daring to rebel, or even to 
murmur againft him. But when the grandees were tempted, by his want of pru- 
dence and of vigour, to refift his authority, and execute the moft violent enterprizes 
upon him, he was. naturally led to feek for an opportunity of retaliation; juftice 
was neglected ; the lives of the chief nobility fa: rificed ; and all thefe evils feem to 
have proceeded lefs from a fettled defign of eftabiifhing arbitrary power, than from 
the infolence of victory, and the neceffities of the King’s fituation. 

indeed of the age were the chief fource of {uch violences : Laws, which were 
feebly obferved in peaceable times, loft all their authority during public convul- 
fions: Both parties were alike guilty: Or if any difference may be remarked be- 
tween them, we {hall find, that the authority of the crown, being more legal, 
was commonly carried, when it prevailed, to lefs delperate extremities, than thofe 
of the ariftocracy. 


Th ‘ 
Ane manners 


On comparing the conduct and events of this reign, with thofe of the preced- 
ing, we fhall find equal reafon to admire Edward, and to blame Richard; but the 
circumftance of Oppofition, furely, will not lie in the fri regard paid by the 
former to national privileges, and the neglect of them by the latter, On the 
contrary, the prince of {mall abilities, as he felt his want of power, feems to have 
been always more moderate in this refpect than the other. Every parliament, af- 
fembled during tie reign of Edward, remonftrate again{t the exertion of fome 
arbitrary prerogative or other: We hear not any complaints of that kind during 
the reign of Richard, till the aflembling of his laft parliament, which was fum- 
moned by his inveterate enemies, which dethroned him, which framed their com- 
plaints during the time of the moft furious convulfions, and whofe teftimony can 
therefore have, on that account, much lefs adthority with every equitable judge *; 
Both thefe princes experienced the encroachments of the Great upon tl 
rity. Edward, reduced to neceflities; was obliged to make an exprefs bargain 
with his parliament, and to fell fome of his prerogatives for prefent fupply ; but 
as they were acquainted with his genius and Capacity, they ventured not to de. 
mand any exorbitant conceffions, or fuch as were incompatible with regal and 
fovereign power: The weaknefs of Richard tempted the parliament to extort 
a commiffion, which in a manner dethroned the prince, and transferred the 
{ceptre into the hands of the nobility. The events were alfo fuitable to the 
character of each. Edward had no fooner got the fuppl 


1eir autho- 


y, than he departed 


from the engagements, which had induced thé parliament to grant it; he openly 


* Compare, in this view, the abridgement of the records, by fir Robert Cotton, during thefe two 
reigns. 
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told his people, that he had but diffembled with them when he feemed to make 
them thefe conceffions ; and he refumed and retained all his prerogatives, But 
Richard, becaufe he was deteéted in confulting and deliberating with the judges on 
the lawfulnefs-of reftoring the conftitution, found his barons immediately in 
arms againft him; was deprived of his liberty ; faw his favourites, his minifters, 
his tutor, butchered before his face, or banifhed and attainted ; and was obliged 
to give way to all this violence. There cannot be a more remarkable oppofition 
between the fortunes of two princes: It were happy for fociety, that this oppofi- 
tion depended always on the juftice or injuftice of the meafures which men em- 
brace; and not rather on the different degrees of prudence and vigour, with 
which thefe meafures are fupported. 


There was a fenfible decay of the authority of the ecclefiaftics during this pe- 
riod. The difguft, which the laity had received from the numerous ufurpations 
both of the court of Rome, and of their own.clergy, had weaned the kingdom 
very much fromy fuperftition ; and ftrong fymptoms appeared, from time to 
time, of a general defire to fhake off the bondage of the Romifh church. In 
the committee of eighteen, to whom Richard’s laft parliament delegated their 
whole power, there is not the name of one ecclefiaftic to befound ; a neglect which 
:s almoft without example, while the Catholic religion fubfifted in England *. 


Tie averfion entertained againft the eftablifhed church foon found principles | 


and-tenets, and reafonings, by which it could juftify and fupport itfelf. John 
Wickliffe, a fecular prieft, educated at Oxford, began, in the latter end of Ed- 
ward III. to fpread the doétrines of reformation by his difcourfes, fermons, and 
writings ; and he made many difciples among men of all ranks and ftations. 
He feems to have been a man of parts and learning ; and has the honour of 
being the firft perfon in Europe, who publickly called in queftion thofe doctrines, 
which had univerfally pafled for certain and undifputed during fo many ages. 


* The following paffage in Cotton’s abridgment, p. 196, fhows.a ftrange prejudice againft the 
church and churchmen. The commons afterwards coming into the parliament, and making their protefla- 
tion, foewed, that for want of good redrefs about the King’s perfon in his boujehold, in all bis courts, touch- 
ing maintainers in every county, and purveyors, the commons were daily pilled and nothing defended aga nft 
the enemy, and that it foould fhartly deprive the King and undo the fate. Wherefore in the fame govern 
ment, they entirely require redre/s. Whereupon the King appointed Jundry bifbops, lords and nobles, to fit im 
privy council about thefe matters : Who fince that they muft begin at the head and go at the. requeft of the 
commons, theyin the prefence of the King charged his confeffar not to come into the court but upon the four 
principal feflivals. We fhould little expect that a Popifh privy council, in order to preferve the King’s 
morals, fhould order his confeffor to be kept at adiftance from him. This incident happened in the mi- 
nority of Richard. As the popes had for a long time refided at Avignon, and the majority of the fa- 
cred college were Frenchmen, this circumftance naturally encreafed the averfion of the nation to the 
papal power : But the prejudice againf the Englifh clergy cannot be accounted for from that caufe. 
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Wickliffe himfelf, as well as his difciples, who received the name of Wicklifz Chap. XVII, 
1399- 


fites or Lollards, was diftinguifhed by a remarkable aufterity of life and man- 
hers; a circumftance common to almoft all thofe who dogmatize in any new way, 
both becaufe men, whodraw to them the attention of the public, and expofe them- 
felves to the odium of great multicudes, are obliged to be very guarded in their 
conduct, and becaufe few, who have a ftrong propenfity to pleafure or bufinefs, 
will enter upon fo difficult and laborious an undertaking. -The doétrines of 
Wickliffe, being derived from his fearch into the {criptures and into ecclefiattical 
antiquity, were nearly the fame with thofe propagated by the reformers in the 
fixteenth century : He only carried fome of them farther than was done by the 
more fober part of thefe reformers. He denied the dodtrine of the real prefence, 
the fupremacy of the church“of Rome, the merit of monaftic vows: He main- 
tained, that the fcripture was the fole rule of faith ; that the church was depen- 
dant on the ftate, and ought to be reformed by it; that the clergy ought to 
poffefs no eftates; that the begging friars were a general nuifance, and ought not 
to be fupported * ; that the numerous ceremonies of the church. were hurtful to 
true piety: He afferted, that oaths were unlawful, that dominion was founded in 
grace, that every thing was’ fubject to fate and deftiny, and that all men were 
predeftinated either to eternal Riiwiiad Or reprobation +. From the whole of his 
doctrines, Wic ckliffe appears to have been ftrongly tinctured with enthufiafm, and 
to have been thereby the better qualified to oppofe a church, whofe diftinguifh- 
ing character was fuperftition. 

Tue propagation of thefe principles gave great alarm to the clergy; anda 
bull was iffued by Pope Gregory XI. for talc Wickliffe into cuhody, and 
examining into the {cope of his opinions ft. Courteney, bifhop of London, cited 
him before his tribunal; but the reformer had now got. very powerful protec- 
tors, who fcreened him from the ecclefiattical iieiatlicn: The duke of Lan- 
cafter, who then governed the kingdom, encouraged the principles of Wickliffe ; 
and he made no {cruple, as well aslord E *rercy, the marefchal, to appear Openly in 
court with him, in order to give him countenance upon his trial: He even in- 
fifted, that Wickliffe fhould fit in the bifhop’s prefence, while his principles were 
examined : Courtney exclaimed againft this infule: The mob of London, thinking 
their prelate affronted, attacked the duke and marefchal, who efcaped from their 
hands with fome difficulty §. And the populace, foon after, broke into the 


* Walfingham, p. 191, 208, 283, 284. Spelman concil. vol. 2. p. 630. Knyghton, p. 2667. 


+ Harpsfield, p. 668, 673, 674. Waldenf. tom. 1, lib. 3. art. 1. cap, 8. t Spelm. conc. 
vol, 2.p..621. Walfingham, p. 201, 202, 203. § Harpsfield in Hift. WickL p. 683. 
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Chap. XVII. houfes of both thefe noblemen, threatned their perfons, and plundered their goods. 
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The bifhop of London had the merit of appeafing their fury and refentment. 

Tue duke of Lancafter, however, ill continued his protection to Wickliffe, 
during the minority of Richard ; and the principles of that reformer had fo far 
propagated themfelves, that when the Pope fent to Oxford a new bull againft 
rhefe doctrines, the univerfity deliberated for fome time, whether they fhoald 
receive the bull; and they never took any vigorous meafures in confequence of the 
papal orders *. Even the populace of London were at length brought to entertain 
favourable fentiments of this reformer: When he was cited before a fynod at 
Lambeth, the mob broke into the affembly, and fo overawed the prelates, who 
found both the people and the court againft them, that they difmiffed him with- 
out any farther cenfures. 

Tux clergy, we may well believe, were more wanting in power than inclination 
to punifh this new herefy, which ftruck at all their credit, poffeflions and authority, 
But there was hitherto no law in England, by which the fecular arm was empower- 
ed to fupport orthodoxy ; and the ecclefiaftics endeavoured to fupply the defect 
by a very extraordinary and very unwarrantable artifice. In the year 1381, 
there was an act pafled, enjoining fheriffs to apprehend the preachers of herefy 
and their abettors ; but this ftatute had been furreptitioufly obtained by the cler- 
gy, and had the formality of an enrolment without the confent of the commons, 
In the fubfequent feffion, the lower houfe complained of this fraud; affirmed, 
that they had no intention to bind themfelves to the prelates farther than their 
anceftors had dorie before them; and required that the pretended ftatute fhould 
be repealed, which was done accordingly +. But it is remarkable, that, notwith- 
ftanding this vigilance of the commons, the clergy had fo much art and influ- 
ence, that the repeal was fuppreffed, and the act, which never had any legal autho- 
rity, remains to this day upon the ftatute book t: Tho’ the clergy ftill thought 
proper to keep it in referve, and not proceed to the immediate execution of it. 

Bur befides the defeét of power in the church, which faved Wickliffe, that 
reformer himfelf, notwithftanding his enthufiafm, feems not to have been actu- 
ated by the fpirit of martyrdom ; and in all fubfequent trials before the prelates, 
he fo explained away his doctrine by tortured meanings, as to render it quite in- 
nocent and inofenfive §. Moft of his followers imitated his cautious difpofi- 
tion, and faved themfelves either by recantations or explanations. He died of a 
palfy in the year 1386 at his rectory of Lutterworth in the county of Leicefter ; 
and the clergy, mortified that he fhould have efcaped their vengeance, took care, 


* Wood’s Ant. Oxon. lib. rp. 191, &c. Walfingham, p. 201. + Cotton’s abridgment, 
p. 285. t 5 Rich. IJ, chap. 5. § Walfiagham, p. 206. Knyghton, p. 2655; 2656. 
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befides affuring people of his eternal damnation, to reprefent his laft diftemper as Chap. XVII. 
a vilible judgment of heaven upon him for his multiplied herefies and impieties*, 1399 

Tue profelytes, however, of Wickliffe’s opinions ftill encreafed in England + : 
Some monkifh writers reprefent the half of the kingdom as infected by them: 
They were carried over to Bohemia by fome youth of that nation, who ftudied 
in Oxford : But tho’ the age feemed “rongly difpofed to receive them, affairs were 
not yet fully ripe’ for this great revolution; and the finifhing blow to ecclefiaftical 
power was referved to a period of more curiofity, literature, and inclination for 
novelties. 

Meranwuixe, the Eng'ifh parliament continued to check the clergy and the 
court of Rome by more fober and more legal expedients, They enacted anew 
the ftatute of provifors, and affixed higher penalties to the tranigreffion of ir, 
which, in fome inftances, was even made capital t. The court of Rome had 
fallen upon a new device, which encreafed their authority over the prelates ; The 
Pope, who found that the expedient of arbitrarily depriving them was violent and 
liable to oppofition, attained the fame end by transferring fuch of them, as were 
obnoxious, to poorer fees, and even to nominal fees, in partibus infidelium. It 
was thus that the archbifhop of York, and the bifhops of Durham and Chichef-. 
ter, the King’s minifters, had been treated after the prevalence of Glocefter’s 
faction: The good bifhop of Carlifle met with the fame fate after the acceifion of 
Henry IV. For the Pope always joined with the prevailing powers when they did 
not thwart his pretenfions. The parliament, in the reign of Richard, enacted a 
Jaw again{t this abufe: And the King made a general remonftrance to the court 
of Rome againtt all thofe impofitions, which he calls éorrible exceffes of that court §. 

Tt was ufual at this time for the church, that they might elude the mortmain 
act, to make their votaries leave lands in truft to certain perfons, under whafe 
namé the clergy enjoyed the benefit of the bequeft : The parliament alfo ftopped 
the progrefs of this abufe|. In the 17th of the King, the commons prayed, 
that remedy might be bad againft fuch religious perfons as caufe their villains to marry 

free women inberitable, whereby the eftate comes to thofe reizious hands by collufion aE 
This was a new device of the clergy. 


THE papacy was at this time fomewhat weakened by a fchifm, which Jafted for 
forty years, and gave great fcandal to the devoted partizans of the holy fee. Af- 
ter the Popes had refided many years at Avignon, Gregory XI. was perfuaded to 
return to Romie; and upon his death, which happened in 1380, the Romans, 


* Walfingham, p. 312. Ypod. Neuft. p. 537, + Knyghton, p. 2663. . } 13 Rich. 
Il. cap. 3. 16 Rich. If. cap. 4. § Rymer, vol. 7. p, 672, || Knyghton, p. 27, 38. 
Cotton, p. 355. ° + Cotton, p. 355. 
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refolute to fix, for the future, the feat of the papacy in Italy, befieged the 
cardinals in the conclave, 4 4 conftrained them, tho’ they were moftly French- 
men, to elect Urban V an Italian, into that high dignity. The French cardi- 
nals, fo foon as they recovered their liberty, Sed from Rome, and protefting 
eaintt the forced cleGtion, chofe Robert, fon of the count of Geneva, who took the 
name of Clement Vil. and refided at Avignon. All the kingdoms of Chriften- 
e to their feveral interefts and ‘nclinations, were divided between 
The court of France adhered to Clement, and were fol- 
lowed by their allies, the King of Caftile, and King of Scotland : England of 
courfe was thrown into the other party, and declared for Urban. Thus the ap- 
sellation of Clementines and Urbanifis diftra@ted Europe for feveral years ; and 
each party damned the other as fchifmatics, and as rebels to the true vicar of 
Chrift. But this circumftance, tho’ ‘t weakened the papal authority, had not 
fo great an effect as might naturally be imagined. Tho’ any King could eafily, 
at firft, make his kingdom embrace the party of one Pope or the other, or even 
keep it fome time in fufpence between them, he could not fo eafily transfer his 
obedience at pleafure: The people attached themfelves to their own party as to a 
religious opinion 5 and conceived an extreme abhorrence to the oppolite party, 
whom they regarded at little better than Saracens or infidels. Croifades were 
even undertaken in this quarrel ; and the. zealous bifhop of Norwich, in parti- 
cular, led over, in I 382, near 60,000 bigots into Flanders againft the Clementines ; 
but after lofing a great part of his followers, he returned with difgrace into Eng- 
land *. Each Pope, fenfible, from this prevailing fpirit of the people, that the 
kingdom, which once embraced his caufe, would always adhere to him, boldly 
maintained all the pretenfions of his fee, and ftood not much more in awe of 
the fovereigns, than if his ‘authority had not been endangered by.a rival. 


We meet with this preamble toa law enacted at the very beginning of this 
reign: ‘* Whereas divers perfons of {mall garrifon of Jand or other poffeffions do 
<¢ make great retinue of people, as well of e{quires as of others, in many parts of 
‘¢ the realm, giving to them hats and other livery of one fuit by year, taking 
“© goain towards them the value of the fame livery or percafe the double value, 
‘ by fuch covenant and affurance, that every of them hall maintain other in all 
‘s quarrels, be they reafonable or unreafonable, to the great mifchief and opprel- 
¢ fion of the people, &c. ” This preamble contains a true picture of the ftate 
of the kingdom. The laws were fo feebly executed, even during the long, active, 


one 


dom, accordin 
thefe two pontifis. 
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+ 1 Rich. II, chap. 7. 
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arid vigilant reign of Edward III. that no fubject could truft to their proteétion. Gaep. EV IT. 
Men openly affociated themfelves, under the patronage of fome great man, for ~°?”” 
their mutual defence. They had public badges by which their confederacy was 
diftinguifhed. They fupported each other in all quarrels, iniquities, extortions, 
murders, robberies, and other crimes... Their chieftain was more their fovereign 

than the King himfelf; and their own band was more connected with them than 

their country. Hence the perpetual turbulence, diforders, factions, and civil 

wars of thofe times: Hence the fmall regard paid to a chara@er or the opinion 

of the public: Hence the large difcretionary prerogatives of the crown, and the 

danger which might have enfued from the too great limitation of them. If the 

King had poffeffed no arbitrary powers, while all the nobles afflamed and exercifed 

them, there muft have enfued an abfolute anarchy in the ftate. 


One great mifchief, attending thefe confederacies, was the extorting from the 
King pardons for the moft enormous crimes. The parliament often endeavoured, 
in the laft reign, to deprive the prince of this prerogative ; but in the prefent, 
they were contented with an abridgement of it. They enacted, that no pardon 
for rapes or murder from ‘malice prepenfe fhould be valid, unlefs the crime was 
particularly fpecified in it |). There were alfo fome other circumftances required 
for the paffing any pardons of this kind: An excellent law ; but ill obferved, 


like moit laws, which thwart the manners of the people, and the prevailing 
cultoms of the times, : 


It is eafy to obferve, from thefe voluntary affociations among the people, R 
that the whole force of the feudal fyftem was in a manner diffolved, and that the 
Englith had nearly returned in that particular to the fame fituation in which they 
ftood before the Norman conqueft. It was indeed impoffible, that that fy {tem 
could long fubfitt, under the conftant revolutions, to which landed property is 
every where fubject. When the great feudal baronies were fir(t erected, the lord’ 
lived in opulence in the midft of his vaffils: He was in a fituation to proteé 
and cherifh and defend them: The quality of patron naturally united itfelf to that 
of fuperior : And thefe two principles of authority mutually fupported each other. 
But when, by the various divifions and mixtures of property, a man’s fuperior 
came to live at a diftance from him, and could no longer give him thelter or 
countenance ; the tie gradually became more fidtitious than real : New connexions 
from neighbourhood or other caufes were formed : Protection was fought by vo- 
luntary fervices and attachment: The appearance of valor, fpirit, ability in any 
great man extended his intereft very far: And if the lovercign was deficient in thefe 
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Chap. XVII. qualities, he was equally, ‘fnot more expofed to the ufurpations of the arifto- ~ — 
1309 # cracy than even during the vigor of the feudal fyftem. pt. 
Tur greateft novelty ‘ntroduced into the civil government duting this reign 
as the creation of peers by patent. The lord Beauchamp of Holt was the fir : 
peer, who was advanced to the houle of lords in this manner. The practice of 
levying benevolences is alfo c(t mentioned in this reign. | 
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Title of the King ——An infurrection———An in urreétion in Wales— 
The earl of Northumberland pehels-——~ Battle of Shrewfbury——State 
of Scotland———Parliamentary praniathions——-Death——and cha- 
ratter of the King. Jes See 


a 


~~ 


Er0o eB ELE Englifh had fo long been familiarized to the hereditary fucceffion of 
Tileof the their monarchy, the inftances of departure from it had always born fuch 
King: ftrong fymptoms of injuftice and violence, and fo little of a national choice or elec- 
tion, and the returns to the true line had ever been deemed. fuch fortunate in- 

cidents in their hiftory, that Henry was afraid, left, in refting his title on the 
confent of the people, he fhould build on a foundation, to which the people 
themfelves were not accuftomed, and whofe folidity they would with difficulty be 

brought to recognize. The idea too: of choice feemed always to imply that of 

conditions, and a liberty of recalling the confent upon any fuppofed violation of 

them ; 4n idea which was not naturally agreeable to a fovereign, and might be 

dangerous to the people themfelves, who, lying fo much under the influence of 

turbulent nobles, had ever paid but a very imperfect obedience even to their he- 

reditary princes. For thefe reafons Henry was determined never to have recourle 

to this claim; the only one, on which his authority could confiftently ftand = 

Hechofe rather to patch up his title in the beft manner he could from other 

pretenfions : And in the end, he left himfelf, in the eyes of men of fenfe, 10 
foundation of right, but his prefent,.pofléffion 5 a very precarious claim, which, 
by 
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by its: very nature, was liable to, be overthrown.by every faction. of the great, or Chap. XVII, 
prejudice of the people. He: had. indeed. a .prefent advantage. over. his ompe- 1399. 
titom:. The heir of the houfe of Mortimer,..who-. had been.declared in parliament 
the true heir of the crown,. was.a boy. of feven. years of age:* > His friends con- 
fulted his fafety by keeping filence with regard to his title: Henry detained him 
and his younger’brother in an honourable cuftody at, Windfor caftle : But he had 
reafon, to: dread, that, in, proportion as that, nobleman erew to man’s eftate, he 
would draw to him the attachment. of the people, and. make them reflect on the 
Fraud, violence,.and injuftice, jby. which he had been excluded from the throne. 
Many favourable topics would occur in his behalf; He was born in the country ; 
poflefied an extenfive intereft from the greatnefs and alliances of his family; how- 
ever criminal the depofed monarch might be, this youth was entirely innocent ; 
he was of the fame religion, and educated in the fame manners with the people, 
and could not be governed by any feparate intereft : Thefe views would all con-’ 
cur to favour his claim ; and tho’ the abilities of the preéfent prince might ward 
off any dangerous revolution, it was juftly to be apprehended, that his authority 
could with difficulty be brought to equal that of his predecefiors. 

Henry in his very firft parliament had reafon to fee the danger attending that 
ftation, which he had affumed, and the obftacles, which he would. meet. with, 
in governing, an unruly ariftocracy, always divided by. faction, and fti]l more 
inflamed with the, refentments, confequent on fuch recent. convulfions. The 
peers on their affembling broke out into violent animofities ; forty gauntlets, the 
gages of furious battle, were thrown on the floor of the houfe of lords by noble- 
men who gave mutual challenges to each other; and ar and ‘traitor refounded 
from all quarters. The King had fo much authority with-thefe doughty cham- 
pions, as to prevent all the combats, which they threatened ;. but he was not able 
to bring them to a proper compofure, or to.an amicable difpofition towards each 
other, 


Tr was not long before thefe paffions broke out in action. The earls of Rutland, 
Kent, and Huntington and lord Spencer, who were now degraded from the titles of 
Albemarle, Surry, Exeter, and Glocefter, conferred on them by Richard, entered in- 4”. infur- 
to a con{fpiracy, together with the earl of Salifbury and lord Lu mley, for raifing an Se 
infurrection, and for feizing the King’s perfon at Windfor +; but the treachery of 
Rutland gave him warning of the danger. He fuddenly withdrew to London’; and 
the confpirators, who came to Windfor witha body of 500 horfe, found that they 
had miffed this blow, on which all the fuccefs of their enterprize depended, Hen- 
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ry appeared, next day, at Kingfton upon Thames, at the head of 20,000 men, moftly 
drawn from the city ; and his enemies, unable to refift his power, difperfed them- 
felves, with a view of raifing their followers in the feveral counties, which were the 
feat of theirintereft. But the adherents of the King were hot in the purfuit, and every 
where oppofed themfelves to their progrefs. The earls of Kent and Salifbury were 
(ized at Cirencefter by the citizens + and were next day beheaded without farther 
ceremony, according to the cuftom of the times *. . The citizens of Briftol treated 
Spencer and Lumley in the fame manner. The earl of Huntington, fir ThomasBlount, 
Sir Benediét Sely, who werealfo taken prifoners, fuffered death, with many others 
of the confpirators, by orders from Henry. And when the quarters of thefe un- 
happy men were brought to London, no lefs than eighteen bifhops and thirty- 
four mitred abbots, joined the populace, and met them with the moft indecent 
marks of joy and exultation. 


Bur the fpeétacle the moft fhocking to every one, who retained any fenti- 
ment either of honour or humanity, ftill remained. Theearl of Rutland appeared, 
carrying on a pole the head of lord Spencer, his brother-in-law, .which he pre- 
fented in triumph to Henry, as a teftimony of his loyalty. This infamous man, 
who was foon after duke of York by the death of his father, and firft prince of 
the blood, had been ‘aftrumental in the murder of his uncle, the duke of Glo- 
cefter +; had then deferted Richard, by whom he was trufted ; had confpired 
againft the life of Henry to whom he had {worn allegiance ; had betrayed his af- 
fociates, whom he had feduced into this enterprize; and now difplayed, “in the 
face of the world, thefe badges of his multiplied difhonour. | 


Henry was fenfible, that, tho’ the execution of thefe con{pirators might feem 
to give fecurity to his throne, the animofities, which remain after fuch bloody 
{cenes, are always dangerous to royal authority 5 and he therefore determined not 
to encreafe, by any hazardous enterprize, thofe numerous enemies, with whom 
he was every where furrounded. While he was only a fubject, he was believed to 
have ftrongly smbibed all the principles of his father, the duke of Lancafter, and 
to have adopted the prejudices which the Lollards infpired againft the abufes of the 
eftablifhed church : But finding himfelf poffefied of the throne by fo precarious 4 
title, he thought fuperftition a very neceflary implement of public authority ; and he 
refolved, by every expedient, to pay court to the clergy. There were hitherto no 
penal laws enacted againtt herefy ; an indulgence which had nowile proceeded 
from a fpirit of toleration in the Romith church, but from the ignorance and 


* Walfingham, p. 353- Ypod. Neuit. p. 556. + Dugdale, vol. ii, p. 171+ 
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fimplicity of the people, which had rendered them unfit either for ftarting or re- eee 
celving any new or curious doétrines, and which needed not to be reftrained by an 
rigorous punifhments. But when thé learning and genius of Wickliffe had once 
broke the fetters of prejudice, the ecclefiaftics called aloud for the punifhment of 
his difciples ; and the King, who was very little fcrupulous in his conduct, was 
eafily induced to facrifice his principles to his intereft, and to acquire the favour 
of the church by that moft effectual method, the gratifying their vengeance 
againft all opponents. He engaged the parliament to pafs a law for this purpofe, 
and it was enacted, that when any heretic, who relapfed or refufed to abjure 
his opinions, was delivered over to the fecular arm by the bifhop or his commif- 
faries, he fhould be committed to the flames by the civil magiftrate before the 
whole people *.. This weapon did not remain long unemployed in the hands of 
the clergy : William Sautre, reGtor of St. Ofithes in London, had been con- 
demned by the convocation of Canterbury ; his fentence was ratified by the houfe 
of peers; the King iffued his writ for the execution + ; and the unhappy man 
attoned for his erroneous opinions by the penalty of fire. This is the firft in- 
{tance of that kind in England ; and thus one horror more was added to thofe 
difmal {cenes, which at that time were already but too familiar to the people. 
Bur the utmoft precaution and prudence of Henry could not fhie!d him from 
thofe numerous inquietudes, which affailed him from every quarter. The con- 
nexions of Richard with the royal family of France, made that court exert its 
activity to recover his authority, or revenge his death {; but tho’ the confufions 
of England, tempted the French to undertake fome enterprize, by which they 
might diftrefs their antient enemy, the greater confufions, which they experienced 
at home, obliged them quickly to accommodate matters ; and Charles, content 
with recovering his daughter from Henry’s hands, laid afide his preparations, and 
renewed the truce between the two kingdoms ||. The attack of Guienne was 
alfo an inviting attempt, which the prefent factions, that prevailed among the 
French, obliged them to neglect. The Gafcons, affectionate to the memory of 
Richard, who had been born among them, refufed to {wear allegiance to a prince 
that had ufurped his throne, and murdered his perfon; and the appearance of a 
French army on their frontiers, would probably have tempted them to change 
mafters §. But the earl of W orcetter, arriving with fome Englifh troops, 
Save countenance to the partizans of England, and over-awed their opponents, — 
Religion too was here found a cement of their union with that kingdom, The Gaf- 
cons had been engaged by Richard’s authority to acknowlege the Pope of Rome ; 


“2 Hen. IV. chap. 7. +t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 178. t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 123, 
} Rymer, vol..8. p. 142, 152, 219. § Rymer, vol. 8.110, 117. 4 
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and she were fenfible, that if. they fibmitted.to ,France,. it would be neceflary- 
for them: to pay obedience to the Pope of Avignon, whom: they had been taught. 
to deteft as a {chifmatic. Their principles) om this head: were. too faft rooted to. 


admit of any fudden or violent, alteration. 

Tur revolution in England proved likewife the occafion of an infurreétion in 
Wales. Owen Glendour, or Glendourduy;defcended from the antient princes: 
of that country, had become obnoxious on! account of: ‘his attachments: to Rich-> 
ard; and Reginald, lord Gray of Ruthyn, who was clofely conneéted with the: 
new King, and! who’ pofle fed a eteat fortune im the marches of Wales, thought: 
the opportunity favourable for oppreffing “his neighbour, and taking poffleffion 
of his eftate *. Glendour, provoked’ at the injuftice, and ftill more at the in- 
dignity, recovered poffefion’ by the fword +: Henry: fent affiftance to Gray ¥'5' 
che Welfh took party: with Glendour: A troublefome and tedious war was 
kindled; which Glendour long fuftained by his valour and activity, aided by the 
vatural ftreneth of that country, andthe untamed fpirit of its inhabitants, 


As Glendour committed devaftations promifcuoufly on all the Englifh, he 1n- 
fefted the eftate of the earl of Marche ; and fir Edmund. Mortimer, uncle to that 
nobleman, led out the retainers of the family, and gave battle to the Welfh chief- 
tain, His troops were routed, and he himfelf was taken prifoner §: At the 
fame time, the earl himfelf, who had been allowed to ‘retire to his caftle of Wig- 
more, and who, tho’ a mere boy, took the field with his followers, fell alfo into 
Glendour’s hands, and was carried by him into Wales ||. As Henry hated mortally 
all'the family of Marche, he allowed the earl to remain in captivity; and tho’ 
that young nobleman was nearly allied to the Piercies, to whofe affiftance he him- 


{lf had’owed his crown, he refufed to the earl of Northumberland permiffiomto 


treat of his ranfom with Glendour. 

Tue uncertainty in which Henry’s affairs ftood for a long time with France, 
as well as the confufion, incident to all great changes in government, tempted 
the Scots to make incurfions into England; and Henry, defirous of taking re- 
venge upon them, but afraid of rendering his new government unpopular by. 
requiring great fupplies from his fubjeGts, fummoned at Weftminfter a council of 
the peers, without the commons, and laid before them the ftate of his affairs Le 
The military part: of the feudal conftitution was now entirely gone: There re- 
mained only fo much of that fabric as affected the civil rights and properties of mens 
And the peers here valuntarily undertook to attend the King in an expedition againtt 


- Vita Ric. fecs p. L71,,172- + Walfing. p. 364. t Vita Ric. fee. 192, 173- 
§ Dudgale, vol. I. ps 150 || Dudgale,-vol. 1. p. 151. 4. Rymer, vol. 8. p..125» 120. 
4 es Scot- 
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Scotland, each of them.at the head of a certain’ number of his retainers *. Henry Chap. XVII. 
conducted this army to Edinburgh, of which he eafily took poffeffion; andhe 14°! 
there fummoned Robert III. to do homage to him for-his crown}. But finding, 

that the Scots would:neither fubmit nor give him battle, he returned in three weeks, 

after making this ufelefs bravado ; and’he difperfed his army. 


_ In the fubfequent feafon, Archibald earl of Douglas, at the head of 12,000 1402. 
men, and attended by many of the principal nobility, made an irruption into 
England, and committed devaftations on the northern counties. -On his return 
home, he was overtaken by the Piercies, at Homeldon on the borders of Eng- 
land, ‘and a fierce'battle enfued, whete the Scots were totally routed. Douglas 
himfelf was taken prifoner; as was Mordac earl of Fife, fon of the duke of Al- 
bany, and nephew of the Scots Kine, with the earls of Angus, Murray, and Ork- 
ney, and many others of the Scots gentry and nobility ~. When Henry received 
inteligence of this victory, he fent the earl of Northumberland orders not to ran- 
{om his prifoners, which that nobleman regarded as his right, by the laws of war, 
that prevailed in that age. The King intended to detain them, that he might be 
able by their means to make an advantageous peace with Scotland ; but by this 
policy he gave a new caufe of difguft to the amily of Piercy. 


Tue obligations, which Henry had owed to the earl of Northumberland,’ were es 
of a kind the moft likely to produce ingratitude.on the one fide, and difcontent on The earl of 
the other. The prince naturally-beeame jealous of that power, which had a ee 
vanced himito the throne; and the fubject was not-eafily fatisfied in the returns, 
which he thought. fo great a favour had, merited. Tho’Henry, on his acceffion, 
had beftowed the office of conftable on Northumberland -for life §, and conferred 
other gifts on that family, thefe favours were regarded as their due; the refufal of 
any other requeft was,deemed an injury. The impatient [pirit of, Harry Piercy, 
and the factious difpofition of the.earl. of Worcefter, younger brother of North- 
umberland, inflamed the-difcontents of that nobleman:; and the precarious title 
of .Heary tempted him to-feek revenge, by .overturning that:throne, which he 
had at firft eftablifhed. . He. entered-into-a correfpondence -with Glendour : He 
gave liberty to the. earl of Douglas, and made an:alliance with that martial chief- 
tain: He rouzed up all his partizans .to arms; and fuch unlimited authority at 
that time belonged to thegereat families, that the fame men, whom, a few years 
before, he had conducted againft Richard, now followed his ftandard in oppofition 


* Rymer, vol. 8. p. 125. t Rymer, vol. 8. p. 155, 156, &c. { Walfing. p. 366..Vita 
fr. 


Ric. dec. p. 180. Chron. Otterburne, p, 237. § Rymer, vol. 2. p. Bj. 
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to Henry. 


of Glendour. 
intended to act againtt 
civil wars, 
He approached Piercy 
dour ; 


been guilty, when, 


pels, before the earl of Northumberland, tl 
recover poffeffion of the dutchy of Lancafter, 
faithful fubjedt to King Richard. 
then murdering that prince, 
mer, to whom, both by linea 
throne, when vacant by Richard’s de 
of the cruel policy, in allowing the young ¢ 
regard as his fovereign, to remain a captive in the h 
all his friends permiffion to treat of his ranfom. 
he nation with heavy taxes, after having {worn 
impofitions upon them. 


even refufing to 


him again with perjury in loading t 
that, without the utmoft neceffity, he would neverlevy any 
m with the arts employed in procuring favourable elections 
which he hinelf had before imputed to Richard, and which he 
that prince’s arraignment and depofition *, This _ 
tween the parties: 


And he reproached hi 
into parliament ; arts, 
had made one chief reafon of 
manifefto was very well calculated to inflame the quarrel be 


leaders, promifed an obftinate engagement : 
er which rendered — 


pect a great effu- 


The bravery of the two 
equality of the armies, being each about 12,000 men, a numb 
them not unmanageable by the commanders, gave reafon to ex 
fion of blood on both fides, and a very doubtful iffue to the combat. 

We fhall fearcely find any battle in thofe ages, 
rible and more conftant. 
His gallant fon, whofe military feats became afterwards 
performed his apprenticefhip in arms, fignalized himfei 


. When the war was ready : 
feized with a fudden illnefs at Berwics and young Piercy, 


the troops, marched towards Shrew 
The King 


he inftantly hurried down, 


TORY or &E 


the Scots; and know! 


and the policy of the one leader, 
brought on a general engagement. 

Tue evening before the battle, 
renounced his allegiance, fet that prince at defiance, 
ther and uncle, as well as his own, 


nation had reafon to complain, 
on landing at Ravenfpur, 


Henry expofed 


fbury, in order to} 
had happily a fmall army on foo 


enumerated all the grievan 
He reprefented the perjury, 


He aggravated his guilt in 
and in ufurping on the title of the houfe of Morti- 
| fuccefiony and by declar 
ath, did of right belong. 
arl of Marche, whom he ought to 
ands of his enemies, and in 








NGLAND. 


to break out, Northumberland was 
taking the command of a 
oin his forces with thofe 
t, with which he had 
ng the importance of celerity in all 
that he might give battle to the rebels. 
near Shrewfbury, before that nobleman was joined by Glen- me 
and impatience of the other, foon aa 


Piercy fent a manifefto to Henry, in which he © 
and in the name of his fa- 
ces of which the — 
of which Henry had 
he had fworn upon the gof- 
ntention but to 
and that he would ever remain a 


firtt dethroning and 


rat he had no other 1 


his perfon 


* Hall, fol. 21,.22, &c. 





ations of parliament, the 
He complained 


where the fhock was more ter- a 
in the thickeft of the fight : 4 
fo famous, and who here ae 
f on his father’s footfteps, 


He charged 


And the. 
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and even an wound, which he received on: the face with an arrow, could notchap. XVHE. 
oblige him to quit the field *, Piercy fupported that renown, which he had ace 1493- 
quired in fo many bloody combats, And Douglas, his antient enemy and now 

his friend, ftill appeared his rival, amidft the horror and confufion of the day. 

This nob!eman performed acts of valour, which are almoft incredible: He feem- 

ed determined that the King of England fhould fall that day by his arm: He 

fought him all over the field of battle: And as Henry, either to elude the. at- 

tacks of the enemy upon his perfon, or to encourage his own men by the belief 

of his prefence every where, had accoutered {feveral captains in the royal garb, 

the {word of Douglas rendered this honour fatal to many +. .But while the ar- 

Mies were contending in this furious manner, the death of Piercy, by an uncer- 

tain hand, decided the victory, and the. royalifts prevailed. There are {aid to 

have fallen that day on both fides near two thoufand three hundred gentlemen ; 

but the perfons of greateft diftin@tion were on the King’s ; the earl of Stafford, 

Sir Flugh Shirley, Sir Nicholas Gaufel, Sir Hugh Mortimer, Sir John Mafiey, 

Sir John Calverley. About fix thovfand private men perifhed, of whom two 

thirds were of Piercy’s army t. The earls of Worcefter and Douglas were taken 
prifoners: The former was beheaded at Shrewfbury ; the latter was treated with 

the courtefy, which was due to his rank and merit. 


Tue earl of Northumberland, having recovered his health, had levyed an ar- 
my, and was on his march to join his fon; but being oppofed by the earl of 
Weftmoreland, and hearing of the event of the baztle at Shrewfbury,. he difmif- 
fed his furces, and came with a {mall retinue to the King at York §. He pre- 
tended, that his fole intention in arming was to mediate between the two parties: 
Henry thought proper to accept the apology, and even granted him a pardon for 
his offence: All the other rebels were treated with equal lenity ; and except the 
earl of Worcefter and Sir Richard Vernon, who were regarded as the chief au- 
thors of the infurrection, no perfon, engaged in this dangerous defign, feems to 
have perifhed by the hands of the executioner |). 


But Northumberland, tho’ he had been pardoned, knew, that he never fhould 
be trufted, and that he was too powerful to be cordially forgiven by a prince; 
whofe fituation gave him fuch reafonable grounds of jealoufy. It was the effect 
cither of Henry’s vigilance or good fortune, or of the narrow genius of his ene- 
mies, that no proper concert was ever formed among them: They rofe in re- 
bellion one after another ; and thereby afforded him an Opportunity of fuppref- 


1405. 


* T. Livii, p. 3. + Walfingham, p. 366, 367. Hall. fol. 22. t Chron. Otterb. 
P: 224. Ypod Neuft. p. s6o, § Otterbourne, p. 226. || Rymer, vol. 8. p. 353. 
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Wii | Chap. XVIIL fing Gngly thofe infurretions, which, had they been united, might have proved |— 
| i 1993. |g . nde: aang. Gignac aa i € hee 4 
Mh | / fatal to his throne. ‘Ihe ear! of N ottingnamM, fon to the duke of Norfolk, and Sis 


the archbifhop of York, brother to the earl of Wilthhire, whom Henry, then 
mae duke of Lancafter; had beheaded at Briftol, tho’ they had remained quiet, while 

a i | Piercy was in the field, fill harboured in their breaft a violent hatred againft the 
enemy of their families; and they determined, in conjunétion with the earl of North- 
umberland, to feek revenge againft him. They betook themfelves to arms before 
that powerful nobleman was prepared to join them; and publifhing a manifefto, in 
| Aq which they reproached Henry with his ufurpation of the crown and the murder 3 

a of the late King, they required, that the right line fhould be reftored, and all 
“if public grievances be redrefled. The earl of Weftmoreland, whofe power lay tn 
iq the neighbourhood, approached them with an inferior force at Shipton near 
York ; and being afraid to hazard a battle, he attempted to fubdue them by an 


ie artifice, which nothing but the greateft folly and fimplicity on their part could ; 
ei | have rendered fuccefsful. He defired a conference with the archbifhop and earl. . 


between the two armies: He heard their grievances with great patience: He 


begced them to propofe the remedies: He approved of every thing which they j 

fuggefted: He granted them all their demands: He alfo engaged that Henry ] 

fhould give them entire fatisfaction : And when he faw them pleafed with the ; 
facility of his conceffions, he obferved to them, that, fince amity was now in ef- 

feé&t reftored between them, it were better on both fides to difmifs their forces, j 

i which otherwife would prove an infupportable burthen to the country. » The } 
archbifhop and the earl of Nottingham immediately iffued orders to that purpofe: , 

Their troops difbanded upon the field: But Weftmoreland, who had fecretly if 

faued contrary orders to Ais army, feized the two rebels without refiftance, and ; 

carried them to the King, who was advancing with hafty marches to fupprefs the i 

rebellion *, The trial and punifhment of an archbifhop might have proved a very ; 

troublefome and dangerous undertaking, had Henry proceeded regularly, ands 

allowed time for an oppofition to form itfelf againft that unufual meafure. The 

celerity of the execution alone could here render it fafe and prudent. Finding i“ 

that Sir William Gafcoigne, the chief juftice, made fome fcruple of acting on this ji 

occafion, he appointed Sir, William Fulthorpe a judge for that purpofe; who, g 

without any indiétment, trial or defence, pronounced fentence of death upon the d 


= prelate, which was inftantly executed. This was the firft inftance in England of 
fo a capital punifhment inflicted on a bifhop; whence the clergy of that rank might 
learn, that their crimes, as well as thofe of Laics, were not to pafs with impuni- 


* Walfingham, p. 373. Otterbourne, p. 255. | 
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ty. The earl of Nottingham was condemned and executed in the fame fum- Chap. XVII. 
mary manner: But tho’ many other perfons of condition, fuch as the lord Fal- . '*°)' 
conberge, Sir Ralph Haftings, Sir John Colville, were engaged in this rebellion, 

no more feem to have fallen victims to Henry’s feverity. 

Tue earl of Northumberland, on receiving this intelligence, fled into Séot. 
Jand, together with lord Bardolf* ; and the King, without oppolition, reduced 
all the caftles and fortreffes, belonging to thefe noblemen. He thence turned his 
arms againft Glendour, over whom his fon, the prince’ of Wales, had obtained 
fome advantages: But that enemy, more troublefome than dangerous, ftill found 
means of defending himfelf in his faftnefles, and of eluding, tho’ not refifting, 
all the force of England. Ina fubfequent.feafon, the earl of Northumberland — 1407: 
and lord Bardolf, impatient of their exile, entered the north, in hopes of raifing 
the people to arms ; but found the country in fuch a pofture as rendered all their 
attempts unfuccefsful. Sir Thomas Rokefby, fheriff of Yorkthire, levied fome 
forces, attacked the invaders at Bramham, and gained a victory, in which. both 
Northumberland and Bardolf were flain-+. This profperous event, joined to the 
death of Glendour, which happened foon after, freed Henry from all! his domef- 
tic enemies; and this prince, who had mounted the throne by fuch unjuftifi- 
able methods, and held it by fuch an exceptionable title, had yet, by his valour, 
prudence, and addrefs, accuftomed his people to the yoke, and had obtained a 
greater afcendant over his haughty barons, than the law alone, not fu pported by 
thefe active qualities, was ever able to confer. 

Azout the fame time, fortune gave Henry an advantage over that neighbour, 
who, by his fituation, was beft enabled to difturb his government. Robert the 
third King of Scots, was a prince, tho’ of flender capacity, extremely innocent 
and inoffenfive in his conduct: But Scotland, ftill lefs than England, was at that 
time fitted for cherifhing, or even enduring, fovereigns of that chara@ter. The 
duke of Albany, Robert’s brother, a prince of more abilities, at leaft of a more 
boifterous and violent dispofition, had affumed the gsovernment of the ftate; and 
not fatished with prefent. authority, he entertained the criminal purpofe of ex. 
tirpating his brother’s children, and of acquiring the crown to his own family, 
Fle threw in prifon David; his eldeft nephew ; who there perifhed with hunger ; 
James alone, the younger brother of David, ftood between that tyrant aid: the 
throne ; and King Robert, fenfible of his fon’s danger, embarked him on board 
a fhip, with a view of fending him into France, and entrufting him to the pro- 
tection of that friendly power. Unfortunately, the veffel was alee by the En- 
clifhs prince James, a boy about. nine years of ace, was Carried to [London ; 
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and tho’ there fubfifted a truce at that time between the two kingdoms, Henry corm 
ftantly refafed to reftore the young prince to his liberty. Robert, : worn out with 
cares and infirmities, was unable to bear the fhock of this laft misfortune; and he 
foon after died, leaving. the government in-the hands of the duke of Albany *. 
Henry. was now more fen fible than ever of the importance of the.acquifition, which he 
nad made: While he retained fuch a pledge in his hands, he was fure of keep- 
ing the duke of Albany in dependance ; or if offended, he could eafily, by reftor- 
ing the true heir, take ample revenge upon the ufurper, But tho’ the King, by 
detaining James in the Englifh court, had fhowa himfelf fomewhat deficient in 
eenerofity, he made ample amends by giving that prince an excellent educa- 
tion, which afterwards qualified him, when he mounted the throne, to reform, 
‘+n fome meafure, the rude and barbarous manners of his native country. 


Tue hoftile difpofitions, which always prevailed between France and Eng- 
land, were reftrained, during the greateft part of this reign, from appearing in 
ation: The jealoufies and civil commotions, with which both nations was dif- 
turbed, kept each of them from taking advantage of the unhappy fituation of its 
neighbour. But as the abilities and good fortune of Henry had been able fooner to 
compofe the Englifh factions, this prince began, in the latter part of his reign, to 
look abroad, and to foment the animofities between the families of Burgundy and 
Orleans, by which the government of France was, during that period, fo much 
diftraéted. He knew, that one great fource of the national difcontent againft his 
predeceffor was the inactivity of his reign; and he hoped, by giving a new di- 
reétion to the reftlefs and unquiet fpirits of his people, to prevent their breaking 
out in domeftic wars and diforders, That he might join policy to force, he 
Grit entered into treaty with the duke of Burgundy, and fent that prince a fmall 
body of troops, which fupported him again{t his enemies +. Soon after, he 
hearkened to more advantageous propofals made him by the duke of Orleans, 
and difpatched a greater body to fupport that party. But the leaders of the 
oppofite faftions having made a temporary accommodation of their differencess 
the interefts of the Englifh were facrificed; and this effort of Henry proved, i0 
the iffue, entirely vain and fruitlefs. The declining ftate of his health and the 
fhortnefs of his reign, prevented him from renewing the attempt, which his 
more fortunate fon carried to fo greata length againft the French monarchy. 


Sucu were the military and foreign tranfactions of this reign: The civil and 
During the two laft reigns, the elections of the commons had appeared a circum- 
flance of government not to be neglected ; and Richard was even accufed of uf- 


* Buchanan, lib, 10. + Walfingham, p. 380. + Rymer, vol. 8. p. 715+ 73.8- 
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ing unwarrantable methods for procuring :tothis partizans a feat in that choufe, Chap.XVII 
This practice formed,one confiderable article of charge againft him in his depo- ths 
fition ; yet Lienty fcrupled not.to.tread. jn this footiteps, :and -to encourage the 

fame :abufes .in. elections... Laws were enacted again{t {uch amdae influence, and 

even a fherift was .pumifhed. for an iniquitous return, which-he had made *: But 

laws commonly were, at that time, very. ill executed; and. the liberties of the 
people, fuch as they were, ftood on a furer bafis than-on laws and parliamentary 
elections. Tho’ the houfe of commons.was little able to withftand the violent 
currents, which perpetually ran between the monarchy and the ariftocracy, and that 

houfe might eafily be brought, .at a particular time, to make the moft unwarran- 

table conceflions to either ; the general inftitutions of the. ftate ftill remained 
invariable ; the interefts of the feveral members continued on the fame footing ; 

the fword was in the hands of the fubject ; and the government, tho’ thrown 

into. temporary diforders, foon fettled itfelf on its antient foundations. 


Durine the greateft part,of this reign, the King was obliged to court popu- 
larity; and the houfe .of commons, fenfible-of their own importance, began to 
affume powers, which had not ufually been exercifed by their predeceffors, In 
the firft feffion of this reign, they procured a: law; that’ no judge, in concurring 
with any iniquitous meafure, fhould be.excufed by pleading the orders of the 
King, or even the danger of his own life from the menaces of the fovereign +. 
In the fecond year of Henry, they infifted on maintaining the practice of not erant- 
ing any fupply before they received an anfwer to their petitions ; which was-a 
tacit method of bargaining with the prince t. .In the fifth year, they defired 
the King to remove from his houfehold four-officers, ‘who had difpleafed them, 
among whom was his own confeflor; and Henry, tho? he told them, that he knew 
of no offence, which thefe perfons had committed, yet, in order to gratify them, 
complied with their requeft |. In the fixth year, they voted the King fupplies, 
but appointed treafurers of their own, to {ee the money difburfed for the purpofes 
intended, and required them to deliver in their accounts to the houfe §. In 
the eighth year, they propofed thirty very important articles for the regulation of 
the government and houfehold, which were all granted them ; and they even 
obliged all the members of council, all the judges, and all the officers of the houfe- 
hold, to {wear to the obfervance of them + The abridger of the records obferves 
the unufual liberties taken by the fpeaker and the houfe during this period *, 
But the great authority of the commons was but a temporary advantage arifing 
from the prefent fituation, Ina fubfequent parliament, when the fpeaker made 
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Chap. XVIII. his cuftomary applications to the throne for liberty of fpeech, the King, hav- 


1412, 


ing now overcome all his domeftic dificulties, plainly told him, that he would 


have no novelties introduced, and would enjoy his prerogatives. But on the 


whole, the limitations of the government feem to have been more fenfibly felt, 
and more carefully maintained by Henry than by any of his predeceffors. 
Durine this reign, when the houfe of commons were, at any time, brought 
to make unwary conceffions to the crown, they alfo fhowed their freedom by a 
very fpeedy retractation of them. Henry, tho’ he entertained a perpetual and 
well-grounded jealoufy of the family of Mortimer, allowed not their name to be 
once mentioned in parliament ; and as none of the rebels had ventured to declare 
the earl of Marche King, he never attempted to procure, what would not have 
been refufed him, an exprefs declaration againft the claim of that nobleman , 
becatfe he knew that fuch a declaration, in the prefent circumftances, would have 
no authority, and would only ferve to revive the memory of Mortimer’s title in 
the minds of the people. He proceeded in his purpofe after a more artful and 
covert manner... He procured a fettlement of the crown on himfelf and his heirs- 
male *, thereby tacitely excluding the females, and transferring the Salic Jaw to 
the Englith: government.. He thought, that, tho’ the houfe of Plantagenet had 
at firft derived their title from females, this was a remote event, unknown to the 


generality of the people 5 and if he could once accuftom the nation to the practice 


of excluding women, the title of the earl of Marche wou'd gradually be forgot 
and. neglected by them. - But he was very unfortunate in this attempt. During 
the long contefts with France, the injuftice of the Salic law had been fo much ex- 
claimed again{t by the nation, that a contrary principle had taken deep root in 
the minds of men, and it was now become impofflible to eradicate it. ~The fame 
houfe of commons, therefore, in a fubfequent feffion, apprehenfive that they had 
overturned the foundations of the Englith government, and that they had opened 
the door to. more civil wars than might enfue even from the irregular advancement 
of the houfe of Lancafter, applied with fuch earneftnefs for a new fettlement of 
the crown,.that Henry yielded to their requeft, and agreed to the fucceffion of 
the princeffes of. his family 7. A certain proof, that no-body was, in his heart, 
fatisfied with. the King’s title to the crown, or knew on what principle to reft it. 

Bur tho’ the commons, during this reign, fhowed a very laudable zeal for liberty 
in their-tranfaGtions with the crown ; their efforts againft the church were ftill 
more extraordinary, and feemed to anticipate very much on the fpirit which be- 
came fo general in little more than a century afterwards. 1 know, that the credit 
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of thefe paffages refts entirely on one antient hiftorian * ; but that hiftorian was Chap. XVIII, 


contemporary, was achurchman, and it was contrary to the interefts of his order 
to preferve the memory of fuch tranfa@ions, much more to forge precedents, 
which pofterity might, fome time, be tempted to imitate. This is a truth fo 
evident, that the moft likely way of accounting for the filence of the records on 
this head, is by fuppofing, that the authority of fome churchmen was fo great 
as to procure a razure, with regard to thefe circumftances, which the indifcretion 
of one of that order has happily preferved to us. 

In the fixth of Henry, the commons, who had been required to grant fupplies, 
Propofed in plain terms to the King, that he fhould feize all the temporalitics of the 
church, and employ them as a perpetual fund to ferve the exigencies of the ftate. 
hey infifted, thatthe clergy poffeffed a third of the lands of the kingdom; that they 
contributed nothing to the fupport of the public burdens ; and that their exorbi- 
tant riches tended only to difqualify them for performing their minifterial fanc- 
tions with proper zeal and attention: © When this addrefs was prefented, the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, who then attended: the King, objected, that the clercy, 
tho’ they Went not in perfon to the wars, fent their vaffals and tenants in all cafes 
of neceffity ; while at the fame time, they themfelves, who ftaid at home, were 
employed, night and day, in offering up their prayers for the happinefs and 
profperity of the ftate. The fpeaker fmiled,. and replied without referve, that he 
thought the prayers: of the church but a very flender fupply. The archbifhop, 
however, prevailed in the difpute : The King difCouraged the application of the 
commons: And the lords rejected the bill which the lower houfe had framed for 


defpoiling the church of her revenues +, 


Tue commons were not difcouraged by this repulfe: In the ‘eleventh of the 
King they returned to the charge with more zeal than before - They made_a 
calculation of all the ecclefiaftiéa] revenues, which, by their account, amounted 
to 455,000 marks a year, and included 18,400 ploughs of land. They pro- 
pofed to divide this riches among fifteen new earls, 1500 knights, 6060 efguires, 
and a hundred hofpitals ; befides 20,000 pounds. a-year which the King might 
take for his own ufe: And they infifted, that the clerical fun@ions would be 
bétter performed than at prefent, by 14,000 parith priefts, at the rate of feven 
marks a piece of yearly ftipend {. This application was accompanied with an 
addrefs for mitigating the ftatutes enacted againft the Lollards, which thows from 
what fource the addrefs came. The King gave the commons a fevere reply, and 
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farther to fatisfy'the church, and ta prove that he was quite in earneft, he ordered 
4 Lollard! to be burned! before the diffolution of the parliament *. 


Wee have now. related al mott all the memorable. tranfactions of this reign, which 
was bufy and active ; but produced few events, that deferve to be tranfmitted to 
pofterity. ‘The King was fo much employed in defending his crown, which he 
had obtained by fuch Gnwarrantable. means, and pofiefied by fo bad a title, that 
he had little leifure to look abroad, or perform any actions, which might redound 
to the honour or advantage of the nation. His health declined vilibly fome 
months before his death: He was fubject to fits, which bereayed him, for the 
time, of his fenfes : And tho” he was yet in the flower of his age, his end was vi- 
fibly approaching. He expired at Weftminfter.in the forty-fixth year of his age, 
and the thirteenth of his reign. 

Tue great popularity, which Henry enjoyed before he attained the crown, and 
which had fo much aided him in the acquifition of it, was entirely loft many years be- 
fore the end of his reign; and he governed his people more by terror than by 
affection, more by. his own policy than by their fenfe of duty or allegiance. When 
men came to reflect in: cool blood on, the crimes which had led him to the 
throne ; the rebellion. againft his prince ; the depofition of a lawful King guilty 
{ometimes perhaps of oppreffion, but more frequently of imprudences ; the exclu- 
fion of the true heir; the murder of his-fovereign and: near relation ; thefe were 
fuch enormities as drew on him the hatred-of his fubjects, fanctified all the rebel- 
lions againft him, and made the executions, tho” not remarkably fevere, which he 
found necefiary for the maintenance of his authority, appear cruel as well as iniqui- 
tous tothe people. Yet without pretending to apologizefor thefe. crimes, which mult 
ever be held in deteftation, it may be remarked, that he was infenfibly led into 
this blameable condu& by a train, of incidents, which few men poffefs virtue 
enough to withftand.. The injuftice with which his predeceffor had treated 
him, in firft condemning him to banifhment, and. then defpoiling him. of 
his patrimony, made him naturally: think of revenge, and of recovering his loft 
rights; the headlong zeal of the people hurried him into the throne ; the care of 
his own fecurity, as well as his ambition, made him an ufurper; and the fteps 
have always been fo few between the prifons of princes, and their. graves, that we 
need not wonder if Richard’s fate. was no exception to the general rule. All thefe 
confiderations make Henry’s fituation, if he retained any fenfe of virtue, very 
much to be lamented ; and the inquietude with which he poffeffed his envied great 
nefs, and the remorfes, by which:it is faid-he was continually haunted, render him 


* Rymer, vol. 8. p. 627. Otterbourne, p. 267. 
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an object of our pity, even when feated upon the throne. _ But it muft be owned, Chap. XVIII. 


that his prudence and vigilance and forefight, in maintaining his power, were ad- 
mirable : His command of temper remarkable: His courage, both military and 
political, without blemifh: And he poffeffed many qualities, which fitted him for 
his high ftation, and which rendered his ufurpation of it, tho’ pernicious in after 
times, rather falutary, during his own reign, to the Englifh nation. 


Henry was twice married: By his firtt wife, Mary de Bohun, daughter and 
heir of the earl of Hereford, he had four fons, Henry, his fucceffor in the throne, 
Thomas duke of Clarence, John duke of Bedford, and Humphrey duke of Glo- 
cefter ; and two daughters, Blanche and Philippa, the former married to the duke 
of Bavaria, the latter to the King of Denmark. His fecond wife, Jane, whom he 
married after he was King, and who was daughter to the King of Navarre, and 
widow of the duke of Brittany, brought him no iffue, 
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Chap. XIX. HE many jealoufies, to which Henry IV’s fituation naturally expofed him, » 
14.13 had fo infeéted his temper, that he had been perfuaded to entertain unrea- | 


ia riage fonable fufpicions with regard to the fidelity of his eldeft fon; and during the 
i ders. Jatter years of his life, he had excluded that prince from all fhare in public bufi- 


nefs, and was even difpleafed to fee him at the head of armies, where his martial 
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talents, tho’ ufeful to the fupport of government, acquired him a renown, which, = 
he thought, might prove dangerous to his own authority. The active fpirit O54 
: ; 


young Henry, re(trained from its proper exercife, broke out in extravagancies of 
every kind ; and the riot of pleafure, the frolics of debauchery, the outrage of 
wine, filled the vacancies of a mind, better adapted to the purfuits of ambition, 
and the cares of government. ‘This courfe of life threw him among companions, 
whofe diforders, if accompanied with fpirit and humour, he feconded and in- 
dulged ; and he was detected in many fallies, which, to feverer eyes, appeared 
totally unworthy of his rank and ftation. There even remains a tradition, thats 
when heated with liquor and jollity, he fcrupled not to accompany them in at- 
tacking the paflengers on the ftreets and highways, and defpoiling them of theit 
soods ; and he found an amufement in the incidents, which the terror and regret 
of thefe defencelefs people produced on fuch occafions. This extreme of -diflo- 
lutenefs proved equally difagreeable to his father, as that eager application to bu- 
finefs, which had at frft given him occafion of jealoufy ; and he faw in his fon’s 
behaviour the fame negleét of decency, the fame attachment to low companys 
which had deftroyed the perfonal character of Richard, and which, more than all. 


his errors in government, had tended to overturn his throne, But the nation in 
| ) & _ general is 
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general confidered the young prince with more indulgence; and obferved fo many Chap. XIX, 
gleams of generofity, fpirit, and magnanimity, breaking continually thro’? the  14!3 
cloud, which a wild conduct threw over his charatter, that they never- ceafed 
hoping for his amendment, and afcribed al] the weeds, which fhor up in that rich 

foil, to the want of proper culture and attention in the King and his minifters. 

There pafled an event which encouraged thefe agreeable views, and gave much 
occafion for favourable reflexions to all men of fen and candor. A riotous 
companion of the prince’s had been indiéted before Gafcoigne, the chief juftice, 

for fome diforders; and Henry was not afhamed to appear at the bar with the 
Criminal, in order to give him countenance and protection. Finding, that his pre- 

fence had not over-awed the chief juftice, he proceeded to infult that magi- 

ftrate on his tribunal; but Gafcoigne, mindful of the charaGter which he then 

bore, and the majefty of the fovereign and of the laws, which he fuftained, or- 

dered the prince to be carried to prifon for his rude behaviour *. The fpectators 

were agreeably difappointed, when they faw the heir of the crown fubmit peace- 

ably to this fentence, make reparation for his error by acknowledging it, and 

check his impetuous nature in the midft of its extravagant career. 

Tug memory of this incident, and of many others of a like nature, rendered His reformac 
the profpect of’ the future reign no wife difagreeable to the nation, and encreafed tiom 
the joy, which the death of fo unpopular a prince as his father, naturally occa- 
fioned. The firft teps taken by the young King confirmed all thofe prepofitffions, 
entertained in his favour +. He called together his tormer companions, ac- 
quainted them with his intended reformation, exhorted them to imitate his ex- 
ample, but ftriétly inhibited them till they had given proofs of their fincerity in 
this particular, to appear any more in his prefence ; and he thus difmifled them 
with liberal prefents ¢. The wife minifters of his father, who had checked his 
riots, found that they had unknowingly been paying the highelt court to him ; 
and were received with all the marks of favour and confidence. The chief juf- 
tice himfelf, who trembled to approach the royal prefence, met with praifes, in- 
ftead of reproaches, for his paft condué, and was exhorted to perfevere in the 
fame rigorous and impirtial execution of the laws... The furprize of thofe, who 
expected an oppofite behaviour, augmented their fatisfaction ; and the charaéter 
of the young King appeared brighter than 1f it had never been fhaded Dy any errors. 

Bur tenry was anxious not Only to repair his own mifcondn&, bur alfo to 
make amends for thofe iniquities, into which policy or the neceffity af affairs had 
betrayed his father. He exprefled the deepeft forrow for the face of the unhap- 
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py Richard, did juftice to the memory of that unfortunate prince, even perform- 
ed anew his funeral obfequies with pomp and folemnity, and cherifhed all thofe 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves by their loyalty and. attachment towards him *. 
Inftead of continuing the reftraints which the jealoufy of bis father had impofed 
on the earl of Marche, he received that young nobleman with fingular courtefy 
and favour; and by this magnanimity fo gained on the gentle and unambitious 
nature of his rival, that he remained ever after fincerely attached to him, and 
gave him no difturbance in his future government. The family of Piercy was re- 
ftored to its fortune and honours+. The King feemed ambitious to bury all 
party diftinétions in oblivion: The inftruments of the preceding reign, who 
had been advanced from their blind zeal for the Lancaftrian intereft, more 
than from their merits, gave place every where to men of more honourable cha- 
racters - Virtue feemed now to have an open career, in which it might exert it- 
felf: The exhortations, as well as example, of the prince gave it encourage- 
ment: All men were unanimous in their attachment to Henry; and the defects 
of his title were forgot, amidft the perfonal regard, which was univerfally paid 
to him. 

THERE remained among the people only one party diftinction, which was de- 
rived from religious differences, and which, as it is of a peculiar and commonly 
a very obftinate nature, the popularity of Henry was not able to overcome. The 
Lollards were every day encreafing in the kingdom, and were become a formed 
party, which appeared extremely dangerous to the church, and even formidable 
to the civil authority {. The enthufiafm by which thefe fectaries were generally 
actuated, the great alterations which they pretended to introduce, the. hatred 
which they expreffed againft the eftablifhed hierarchy, gave an alarm to Henry, 
who, either from a fincere attachment to the antient religion, or from the dread 
of the unknown confequences, which attend all important changes, was determined 
to execute the laws againft fuch bold innovators. The head of this fect was Sir . 
John Oldcaftle, lord Cobham, a nobleman, who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
valour and his military talents, and had, on many occafions, acquired the efteem 
both of the late and of the prefent King|. His high character and his zeal for 
the new fect pointed him out to Arundel, Archbifhop of Canterbury, as the pro- 
per victim of ecclefiaftical feverity ; whofe punifhment would ftrike a terror into 
the whole party, and teach them that they muft expect no mercy under the pre- 
fent adminiftration. He applied to Henry for a permiffion to indict lord Cob- — 


* Hift. Croyland. contin, Hall. fol. 34. Holingthed. p. 544. + Holingthed, p. 545- 
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ham *; but the generous nature of that prince was averfe to fuch fanguinary me- Chap. XIX. 
thods of converfion, He reprefented to the primate, that reafon and conviGtion 1413. 
were the beft expedients for fupporting truth; that every geritle means oughe 
firft to be tried, in order to reclaim men from error; and that he himfelf would 
endeavour, by a converfation with Cobham, to reconcile him to the Catholic 
faith, But he found that noblemin obftinate in his opinions, and determined not 
to facrifice truths of fuch infinite moment to his complaifance for fovereigns +. 
Henry’s principles of toleration, or rather his love of the practice, could carry 
him no farther; and he then gave full reins to ecclefiattical feverity againft this 
inflexible herefiarch. The primate indicted Cobham ; and with the afift- 
ance of his three fuffragans, the bithops of London, Winchefter, and St. Da- 
vid’s, condemned him to the flames for his erroneous Opinions. Cobham, who 
was confined to the Tower, made his efcape before the day of his execution. 
The bold fpirit of this man, provoked by perfecution and ftimulated by zeal, was 
urged to attempt the mott criminal enterprizes ; and his unlimited authority over 
the fect proved, that he well merited the attention of the civil magiftrate. He 
formed in his retreat very violent defigns again{t his enemies; and difpatching 
his emiffaries to all quarters, appointed a general rendezvous of the party, in 
order to feize the perfon of the King at Eltham, and put their perfecutors to the 
{word}. Henry, apprized of their intention, removed to Weftmintter - Cobham! 

was not difcouraged by this difappointment ; but changed the place of rendez- Osh January, 
vous to the fields near St. Giles: The King, having thut the gates of the city, to 

prevent any conjunction from that quarter, came into the fields in the night-time, 

feized fuch of the confpirators as appeared, and afterwards laid hold of the feve- 

ral parties, who were haftening to the place appointed. It appeared, that few 

were in the fecret of the con{piracy: The reft implicitely followed their leaders - 

But upon the trial of the prifoners, the treafonable defigns of the fect were rendered 

certain, both from evidence and from the confeffion of the criminals themfelves §. 

Some were executed ; the greater number pardoned ||. Cobham himfelf, who made __ 

his efcape by flight, was not brought to juttice, till four years after; when he was Bee oe 
hanged as a traitor ; and his body was burnt on the gibbet, in execution of the fen- 

tence pronounced againft him as a heretic |. This criminal defign, which was per- 

haps fomewhat aggravated by the clergy, brought difcredit upon the party, and 

checked the progrefs of that feét, which had embraced the {peculative doétrines of 
Wickliffe, and at the fame time afpired to a reformation of ecclefiattical abufes. 


* Fox’s Acts and Monuments, p. 513. Tt Rymer, vol. 9. p. 61. Walfingham, p. 383. 
{ Walfingham, p. 385. § Cottor, p. 554. Hall, fol. 35. Holingthed, p. 544. 
| Rymer, vol.g. p. 119, 129, 193. + Walfingham, p, 400, Otterbourne, p. 280. 
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THESE two points were the great objects of the Lollards ; but the generality of the 
nation was not affeéted in the fame degree by both of them. Common fenfe and ob- 
viousreflection had difcovered to the people the advantages of a reformation in difct- 
pline; but the age was not yet fo far advanced as to be feized with the fpirit of 
controver{fy, or to enter into thofe abftrufe doctrines, which the Lollards endea- 
voured to propagate throughout the kingdom. The very notion of herefy alarm- 
ed the generality of the people : Innovation in fundamental principles was fufpt- 
cious: Curiofity was not, as yet, a proper counter-ballance to authority: And 
even many, who were the greateft friends to the reformation of abufes, were anxi- 
ous to exorefs their deteftation of the fpeculative tenets of the Wicliffites, which, 
they feared, threw difgrace on fo good a caufe. This turn of thought appears 
evidently in the proceedings of the parliament, which was fummoned immedi- 
ately after the detection of Cobham’s confpiracy. That afiembly pafled fevere 
laws againft the new heretics: They enacted, that whoever was convicted of Lol- 
lardy before the Ordinary, befides fuffering capital pnnifhment according to the 
laws formerly eftablifhed, fhould alfo forfeit his lands and goods to the King; and 
that the chancellor, treafurer, juftices of the two benches, fheriffs, juftices of 
peace, and all the-chief magiftrates in. every city and borough fhould take an 
oath to ufe their utmoft endeavours for the extirpation of herefy*. Yet this ve- 
ry parliament, when the King demanded fupply, renewed the offer formerly 
prefled upon his father, and entreated him to feize all the ecclefiaftical revenues, 
and convert them to the ufe of the crown-++. The clergy were alarmed: They 
could offer the King no bribe which was equivalent: They only agreed to con- 
fer on him all the priories alien, which depended on capital abbies in Normandy, 
and had been bequeathed them when that province remained united to England: 
And Chicheley, now archbifhop of Canterbury, endeavoured to divert the blow, by 
siving occupation to the King, and by perfuading him to undertake a war acaintt 
France, in order to recover his loft rights to that kingdom fT. 


. 


Ir was the dying injunétion of the late King to his fon, not to allow the En- 
glith to remain long in peace, which was apt to breed inteftine commotions; but 
to employ them in foreign expeditions, by which the prince might acquire ho- 
nour; the nobility, in fharing his dangers, might attach themfelves to his perfon s. 
and all the reftlefs fpirits find occupation for their inquietude. The natural dif- 
pofition of Henry fufficiently inclined him to follow this advice, and the civil 


diforders of France, which had been lengthened out beyond thofe of Englands 
opened a full career to his ambition. 


* 2 Hen. Y. chap. 7. . | Hall. fol. 35. t Hall, fol. 35, 36 ~ 
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Tar death of Charles V. which followed fo foon after that of Edward IIT. Chap. XTX. 
and the youth of his fon, Charles VI. put the two kingdoms for fome time ina Pic biut 
fimilar fituation; and it was not to be apprehended, that either of them, during France, 

a minority, would be able to make much advantage of the weaknefs of the other, 
The jealoufies alfo between Charles’s three uncles, the dukes of Anjou; Berri, ard 
Burgundy, had diftracted the affairs of France rather more than thofe between 
the dukes of Lancafter, York, and Glocefter, Richard’s three uncles, diforder- 
ed thofe of England ; and had carried off the attention of the French nation fom 
any vigorous enterprize againft foreigners. But in-proportion as Charles ad- 
vanced in years, the factions were compofed; his two uncles, the dukes of An: 
jou and Burgundy, died; and the King himfelf, aliuming the government, gave 
fymptoms of genius and fpirit, which revived the drooping hopes of his coun- 
try. Fhis promifing ftate of affairs was not of long continuance: The unhappy 
prince fell fuddenly into a fit of frenzy, which rendered him incapable of exer- 
cifing his authority ; and tho’ he recovered from this diforder, he was fo fubject 
to relapfes, that his judgment was gradually, but fenfibly impaired, and no fteddy 
plan of government could be purfued by him. The adminiftration of affairs was 
difputed between his brother, Lewis, duke of Orleans, and his coufin german, 
John duke of Burgundy : The propinquity to the crown pleaded in favour of the 
former: Thelatter, who, in right of his mother, had inherited the county of Flan- 
ders; which he annexed to’ his father’s extenfive dominions, derived a luftre from his 
fuperior power: The péople were divided between thefe contending princes : 
And the King, now refuming and now dropping his authority, kept the victory 


‘undecided, and prevented any regular fettlement of the ftate, by the final preva- 
lence of either party. 


At length, the dukes of Orleans. and Burgundy, feeming to be moved by the 
cries of the nation and by the interpofition of common friends, agreed to bury 
all paft quarrels in oblivion, and to enter into ftri@ amity together: They fwore 
before the altar to the fincerity of this friendfhip ; the prieft adminiftered the fa- 
crament to both of them; they gave to each other every pledge, which could be 
deemed faceted among men: But all! this folemn preparation was Only a cover 
for the bafeft treachery, which was deliberately meditated by the duke of Bur- 
gundy. Ede made his rival be affaffinated in the ftreets of Paris : He endeavour- 
ed for fome time to conceal the part which he took in the crime: But being 
detected, he embraced a refolution ftill more criminal and more dangerous to fo- 
ciety, by openly avowing and juftifying it*. The parliament of Paris itfelf, the 
tribunal of juftice, heard the harangues of the duke’s advocate in defence of af- 


* La Laboureur, liv. 27. chap. 235 24. 
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fafiination; which he denominated tyrannicide ; and that aflembly, partly influ- 
enced by faction, partly overawed by power, pronounced no fentence of condem- 
nation againft this. deteftable doftrine *; The fame queftion was afterwards agi- 
tated before the council of Conftance ; and it was with difficulty, that a feeble 
decifion, in favour of the contrary opinion, was procured from thefe fathers of 
the church, the minifters of peace and of religion. But the mifchievous effects 
of that tenet, had they been before any wife doubtful, appeared fufficiently from 
the prefent incidents. The commidion of this crime, which deftroyed all truft 
and fecurity, rendered the war implacable between the French parties, and cut 
off every means of peace and accommodation. The princes of the blood, con- 
fpiring with the young duke of Orleans and his brothers, made violent war on 
the duke of Burgundy ; and the unhappy King, feized fometimes by one party, 
fometimes by another, transferred alternately to each of them the appearance of 
legal authority. The provinces were laid-wafte by mutual depredations : Af- 
fafinations were every where committed from the animofity of the feveral leaders 5 
or what was equally terrible, executions were ordered without any legal or free 
trial, by pretended courts of judicature. ‘The whole kingdom was diftinguifhed 
into two parties, the Burgundians, and the Armagnacs ; fo the adherents of the 
young duke of Orleans were called, from the count of Armagnac, father-in-law 
to that prince. The city of Paris, diftraéted between them, but inclining more 
to the Burgundians, was a perpetual fcene of blood and violence; the King and 
royal family were often detained captives in the hands of the populace; their 
faithful minifters were butchered or imprifoned before their face ; and it was dan- 
eerous for any man, amidft thefe enraged faCtions, to be diftinguifhed by a ftrict 
adherence to the principles of probity and honour. 


Durine this fcene of general violence, there rofe into fome confideration 
a body of men, which ufually makes no figure in public tranfactions even in 
the moft peaceful times; and that was the univerfity of Paris, whofe opinions 
were fometimes required, and more frequently offered, in the multiplied dif 
putes between the parties. The fchifm, by which the church was at that time 
divided, and which occafioned frequent controverfies in the univerfity, had raifed 
the mafters to an unufual degree of importance ; and this connexion between 
literature and fuperftition had beftowed on the former a weight to which reafon 
and knowledge are not, of themfelves, any wife intitled among men.. But there was 
another fociety whofe fentiments were much more decifive at Paris, the fra- 
ternity of butchers, who, under the direction of their ringleaders, had declared 
for the duke of Burgundy, and committed the moft violent outrages againft the 


| * Le Labourner, liv. 27. chap. 27. Monftrelet, chap. 39. 
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oppofite patty. To counterballance their power, the Armagnacs made intereft 
with the fraternity of carpenters; the populace ranged themfelves on the one 
fide or the other ; and the fate of the capital depended on the prevalence of either 
party. 

Tue advantage, which might be made of thefe confufions, was eafily per- 
ceived in England; and according to the maxims, which ufually prevail among 
nations, it was determined to lay hold of the favourable opportunity. The late 
King, who was courted by both the French parties, fomented the quarrel, by 
alternately fending affiftance to both ; but the prefent fovereign, impelled bythe 
vigor of youth and the ardor of ambition, determined to pufh his advantages to a 
sreater length, and to carry a violent war into that diftracted kingdom. But 
while he was making preparations for that purpofe, he tried to effectuate his 
purpofe by negotiation ; and he fent over ambaffadors to Paris, offering a per- 
petual peace and alliance ; but demanding Catharine, the French King’s daughter, 
in marriage, two millions of crowns as her portion, the payment of one million 
fix hundred thoufand as the arrears of King John’s ranfom, and the immediate 
poffeffion and full fovereignty of Normandy and of all the other provinces, which 
had been ravifhed from England by the arms of Philip Auguftus ; together with 
the fuperiority of Brittany and Flanders *. Such exorbitant demands fhowed, 
that he was fenfible of the prefent miferable condition of France; and the terms, 
offered by the French court, tho’ much inferior, difcovered their con{cioufnefs 
of the fame melancholy truth: They were willing to give him the princefs in 
marriage, to pay him eight hundred thoufand crowns, to refign the entire {ove- 
reignty of Guienne, and to annex to that province the country of Perigord, 
Rovergue, Xaintonge, the Angoumois, and other territories ~. As Henry 
was not willing to accept of thefe conditions, and fearce expected that his own 
demands would be complied with, he never interrupted a moment his prepara- 
tions for war, and having affembled a great fleet and army at Southampton, hav- 
ing invited all the nobility and military men of the kingdom to attend him by 
the hopes of glory and of conqueft, he came to the fea-fide, with a purpofe of 
embarking on his expedition. 


* Rymer, vol. 9. p.. 208. 7 

+ Rymer, vol.g. p. 211. It is reported by fome hiftorians (fee Hift. Croy]. Cont. p. 500) that 
the Dauphin, in derifion.of Henry’s claims and diffolute character, fent him a box of tennis balls ; in- 
timating that thefe implements of play were better adapted to him than the inftruments of war. Bat 
this ftory is byno- means credible; the great conceflions made by the court of France, fhow, that they 
had already entertained a juft idea of Henry’s character, as well as of their own fituation. 
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But while Henry was meditating conquefts upon his neighbours, he unex- 
pectedly found himfelf in danger from a confpiracy at home, which was happily 
dete&ted in its infancy. The earl of Cambridge, fecond fon of the late duke of 
York, having efpouled the fitter of the earl of Marche, had zealoufly embraced 
the interefts of that family; and had held fome conferences with the lord Scrope 
of Mafham, and Sir Thomas Gray of Heton, about the means of recovering to 
that nobleman his juftright to the crown of England. The confpirators, fo foon 
as they were detefted, acknowledged their cuilt to the King *; and Henry pro- 
ceeded without delay to their trial and condemnation. The utmoft that could 
be expected of the beft King in thofe ages, was, that he would fo far obferve the 
eflentials of juftice, as not to make an innocent perfon a victim to his feverity : 
But as to the formalities of law, which are often as material as the effentials them- 
felves, they were facrificed without fcruple to the leaft intereft or convenience. 
A jury of commoners was fummoned : The three confpirators was indicted be- 
fore them: The conftable of Southampton caftle fwore, that they had feparately 
confeffed their guilt to him : Without other evidence, Sir Thomas Gray was con- 
demned and executed: But as the earl of Cambridge and lord Scrope pleaded 
the privilege of their peerage, Henry thought proper to fummon a court of 
eighteen barons, in which the duke of Clarence prefided : The evidence, given 
before the jury, was read to them: The prifoners, tho’ one of them was a prince 
of the blood, were not examined, nor prodaced in court, nor heard in their own 
defence; but received fentence of death upon this proof, which was every way 
irregular and illegal 5 and the fentence was foon after executed. The earl of 
Marche was accufed of having given his approbation to this confpiracy, and re- 
ceived a general pardon from the King +, He was probably either innocent of 
the crime imputed to him, or had made reparation by his early repentance and 
difcovery {. 


Tue fuccefies, which the arms of England have, in different ages, obtained 
over thofe of France, have been much owing to the favourable fituation of the 
former kingdom. The Englith, happily feated in an ifland, could make ad- 
vantage of every misfortune which attended their neighbours, and were little ex- 
pofed to the danger of retaliation, They never left their own country, but when 
conduéted by a King of extraordinary genius, or found their enemy divided by 
inteftine fa€tions, or were fupported by a powerful alliance on the continent 5 and 
as all thefe circumftances concurred at prefent to favour their enterprize, they 
had reafon to expeét from it a proportionable fuccefs, The duke of Burgundy, 


* Rymer, vol.g. p. 300. T’. Livii, p. 8. + Rymer, vol. 9. p. 303- 
+ St. Remi, chap. 55. Godwin, p. 65. 
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expelled France by a combination of the princes, had been fecretly follicit- 
ing the alliance of England * ; and Henry knew, that that prince, tho’ he ferup- 
led at firft to join the inveterate enemy of. his country, would willingly, if he 
{aw any probability of fuccefs, both affift him with his Flemith fubjects, and 
draw over to the fame caufe all his numerous partizans in France. Trufting there~ 
fore to this circumftance, but without eftablifhing any concert with the duke, he put 
to fea, and landed near Harfleur, at the head of an army of 6000 men at arms, 
and 24,000 foot, moftly archers. He immediately began the fiege of that place, 
which was valiantly defended by the lords d’Eftotteville, de Guitri, de Gaucourt, 
and others of the French nobility: But as the garrifon was weak, and the fortif- 
cations in bad repair, they were at laft obliged to capitulate; and they promifed 
tofurrender, if they received no fuccour before the eighteenth of September. 
The day came, and there was no appearance of a French army to relieve them: 
Yet they ftill delayed, on various pretences, to open their gates; till Henry, 
incenfed at their breach of faith, ordered a general aflault, took the town by 
{torm, and put all the garrifon to the fword ; except fome gentlemen, whom 
the victorious army, in hopes of reaping profit by their ranfom, were induced to 
{pare f. 

Tue fatigues of this fiege, and the unufual heat of the feafon, had fo wafted 
obliged to think of returning into England, He had difmiffed his tranfports, 
which could not. fafely anchor in an open road upon the enemy’s coaft; and he 


of fafety. “A numerous French army of 14,000 men at arms and 40,000 foot 
was by this time affembled in Normandy under the conftable d’ Albert ; a force, 
which, if prudently conducted, was fufficient either to trample down the Englifa 
in the open field, or to harafs and reduce to nothing their {mall army, before they 
could finifh fo Jong and dificult a march. Henry, therefore, very cautioully 
offered to facrifice his conqueft of Harfleur for a fafe paflage to Calais ; but his 
propofal being rejected by the French court, he determined to force his way by 
valor and policy thro’ all the oppofition of the enemy §. That he might not 
difcourage his own army by the appearance of flight, or expofe them to thofe 
hazards which naturally attend precipitate marches, he made very flow and de- 


liberate journies ||, till he reached the Somme, which he propofed to pafs ac the 


ford of Blanquetague, the fame place where Edward, in a like fituation, had 


* Rymer, vol. 9. p: 137, 138. + Le Laboureur, liv. 35. chap. 4, ¢. 
| Laboureur, liv. 35. chap. 6. § T. Livii, p. 12. 
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before efcaped from Philip de Valois. But he found the ford rendered impaffable 
by the precaution of the French general, and ouarded by a {trong body on the op- 
polite bank *; and he was therefore obliged to march higher up the river, in order 
to feck for a fafe paffage. He was continually harraffed on his march by flying 
parties of the enemy ; faw bodies of troops on the other fide ready to oppofe every 
attempt 3 his provifions were cut off; his foldiers languifhed with ficknefs and fa- 
tigue ; and his affairs feemed to be reduced to a defperate fituation: When he 


was fo dexterous or fo fortunate as to feize by furprize a paflage near St. Quin- 
tin, which had not been fufficiently guarded, and he fafely carried over his 


army T. 


Henry then bent his march northwards to Calais, but he was ftill expofed. 


to great and imminent danger from the enemy, who had alfo paffed the Somme, 
and threw themfelves full in his way, with a purpofe of intercepting his retreat. 
After he had paffed the fmall river of Ternois at Blangi, he was furprized to ob- 
ferve from the heights the whole French army drawn up in the plains of Azin- 
cour, and fo pofted that it was impoffible for him to proceed on his march, with= 


out coming to an engagement. Nothing in appearance could be more unequal 


than the battle upon which all his fafety and his fortunes depended. The En- 
clifh army were little more than half the number, which had difembarked at 
Harfleur ; and laboured under every difcouragement and neceflity. The enemy 
were four times more numerous; were headed by the Dauphin and all the prin- 
ces of the blood ; and were plentifully fupplied with provifions of every ‘kind. 
Henry’s fituation was exactly fimilar to that of Edward at Crefly, and that of the 
black Prince at Poitiers; and the memory of thefe great events, in{piring the 
Englifh with courage, made them hope for a like deliverance from their prefent 
difficulties. The King likewife obferved the fame prudent conduct which had 
been followed by thefe great commanders. He drew up his army ona narrow 
ground between two woods, which guarded each Aank ; and he patiently expected 
in that pofture the attack of the enemy f. ) : 


Hap the French conftable been able, cither.to reafon juftly upon the prefent 
circumstances of the two armies, or to profit by paft experience, he had declined 
a combat, and had waited, till neceffity, obliging, the Englifh to advance, had 
made them relinquifh the advantages of their fituation, But the impetuous va- 
lour of the French nobility, and a vain confidence in fuperior numbers, brought 
on this fatal a€tion, which proved the fource of infinite calamities to their country. 
The French archers on horfeback and their men at arms, crowded in their 


* §t, Remi, chap. 58. + T. Livii, p.13. { St. Remi, chap. 62. 
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ranks, advanced upon the Englifh archers, who had fixed pallifadoes in their 
front to break the impreffion of the enemy, and who fafely plyed them, from 
behind that defence, with a fhower of arrows, which nothing could refift*. The 
Clay foil, moiftened by fome rain, which had lately fallen, proved another ob- 
ftacle to the force of the French cavalry: The wounded men and horfes difcom- 
pofed their ranks: The narrow compals, in which they were pent, hindered them 
from recovering any order: The whole army was.a fcene of confufion, terror 
and difmay : And Henry, perceiving his advantage, ordered the Enelith arch- 
ers, who were light and wninculnbered, to advance upon the enemy, and feize 
the moment of vitory. They fell with their battle-axes upon the French, who, in 
their prefent pofture, were incapable either of flying or of making defence: They. 
hewed them in pieces without refiftance -: And being feconded by the men at 
arms, who alfo puthed on againft the enemy, they covered the field with the killed, 
wounded, difmounted and overthrown. After all appearance of oppofition was 
over, the Englifh had leizure to make prifoners; and having advanced with un- 
interrupted fuccefs to the open plain, they there faw the remains of the French 
rear guard, which ftill maintained the appearance of a line of battle. At the 
fame time, they heard an alarm from behind: Some gentlemen of Picardy, hav- 
ing: colleéted about 600 peafants, had fallen upon the Englifh baggage, and 
were doing execution on the difarmed followers of the camp, who fled before 
them. Henry, feeing the enemy on all fides of him, began to entertain appre- 
henfions fromhis prifoners ; and he thought it neceffary to iffue general or- 
dets for putting them to death {: But on the difcovery of the truth, he ftopped 
the flaughter, and was {till able to fave a great number, » 

No battlewis ever more fatal to France, by the number of princes and no- 
bility, flain or taken prifoners: -Among the former were, the Conftable him- 
felf, the count dé Nevers and the duke of Brabant, brothers to the duke of Bur- 
pundy, the count de Vaudemont, brother to the difke of Lorraine, the duke. of 


. Aletigon, the duke of Barre, the count de Marle, The moft eminent prifoners 


were the dukes 0{ Orleans and Bourbon, the counts d’Eu, Vendome, and Riche- 
diont, and ‘the marefchal de Boucicaut. An archbifhop of Sens alfo perifhed 
fighting in this battle. The killed are computed on the whole to have.amounted 
to ten thoufand men; and as the flaughter fell chiefly upon the cavalry, it is pre- 
tended, that, of thefe, eight thoufand were gentlemen §, Henry was mafter of 


* Walfingham, p. 392. T. Livil, p. 19. La Laboureur, liv. 35. chap. 7. Monftrelet, chap. 147- 
+ Walfingham, p. 393. -Ypod. Neuft. p. 584. { ‘T. Livii, p. 20, ‘Le Laboureur, liv. 39> 
chap..7. St. Remi, chap. 6z. Monitrelet, chap. 147. Fall, fol. So. 

§ Sti Remi, chap. 64. This author fays: he was prefent in. the battle. Moniftrelet, chap. 148, 
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14,000 prifoners. The perfon of chief note, who fell among the Englifh, wag 
the duke of York, who perifhed fighting by the King’s fide, and had an end 
more honourable than his life. He was fucceeded in his honours and fortune by 
his nephew, fon to the earl of Cambridge, executed in the beginning of the 


year. All the Englifh who were flain, exceeded not forty *; tho’ fome writers 


make the numbers more confiderable 7. ; 


Tue three great battles of Creffy, Poictiers, and Azincour bore a fingular re- 
femblance to each other, in their moft confiderable circumftances. In all of 
them, there appears the fame temerity in the Englifh princes, who, without 
any object of moment, merely for the fake of plunder had ventured fo far 
into the enemies country as to leave themfelves no refource ; and unlefs faved 
by the utmoft imprudence in the French commanders, were, from their very 
fituation, expofed to inevitable. deftruction. But allowance being made for this 
temerity, which, according to the irregular plans of war, followed in thofe ages, 
feems to have been, in fome meafure, unavoidable; there appears, in the day of 
action, the fame prefence of mind, dexterity, courage, firmnef{s and precaution on 
the part of the Englifh: The fame precipitation, confufion, and vain confidence 
on the part of the French: And the events were fuch as might have been ex- 
pected from fuch oppofite conduct. The immediate confequences too of thefe 
three great victories were fimilar : Inftead of pufhing the French with vigour, 
and taking advantage of their confternation, the Englith princes, after their vice 
tory, feem rather to have relaxed their efforts, and to have allowed the enemy 
leizure to recover from his loffes. Henry interrupted not his march a moment 
after the battle of “Azincour ; he carried his prifoners to Calais, and from thence 
to England; he even concluded a truce with the enemy ; and it was not till after 
an interval of two years that any body of Englith troops appeared in France. 


Tue poverty of all the European princes, and the {mall refources of their 
kingdoms, were the caufes of thefe continual interruptions in their hoftilities ; and 
tho’ the maxims of war were in general very deftructive, their military opera- 
tions were mere incurfions, which, without any fettled plan, they carried on 
againft each other. -The luftre, however, attending the victory of Azincour, 


procured fome fupplies from the Englifh parliament ; tho’ {till unequal to the exe" 


pences of a campaign.. They granted Henry an entire fifteenth of moveables ; 
and they conferred on him for /ife the duties of tonnage and poundage, and the 
fubfidies on the exportation of wool and leather. This conceflion is more confi- 
derable than that which had been granted to Richard II. by his laft parliament, 


* Walfingham, p. 393. Otterbourne, p, 277. St, Remi, chap. 64. + Moniirelet, chap. 147¢ 
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and which was afterwards, on his depofition, made fo great an article of charge Chap. XIX, 

again{ft him. . 1415, 
Bur during this interruption of hoftilities from England, France was expofed State of 

to all the furies of civil war; and the feveral parties became every day more en- ‘ace: 

raged againft each other. The duke of Burgundy, in hopes that the French 

minifters and generals were entirely difcredited, by the mis/ortune at Azincour, 

advanced with a great army to Paris, and attempted to re-in{tate him(elf in pof- 

feffion of the government, as well as of the King’s perfon: But his partizans in thae 

city were over-awed by the court, and kept in fubjeGion: The duke defpaired of fuc- 

cefs: And he retired with his forces, which he immediately difperfed in the low 

countries *, Hie was next year invited to make a new attempt, by fome violent 1416. 

quarrels, which.broke out in the royal family. The Queen, Ifabella, daughter 

of the duke of Bavaria, who had been hitherto an inveterate enemy to the Bur- 

‘gundian faction, had received a great injury from the other party, which the im- 

placable {pirit of that princefs was never able to forgive. The public necefiities 

obliged the count d’Armagnac, created conftable of France in place of d’Albert, 

to feize the great treafures which Ifabella had amaffed ; and when fhe exprefied her 

difpleafure at this injury, he infpired into the weak mind of the King fome jea~ 

loufies again{ft her conduct, and puthed him to feize and put to the torture, and 

afterwards throw into the Seine, Bois-bourdon, her favourite, whom he accufed 

of acommerce of gallantry with that princefs.. The Queen herfelf was fent to 

Tours, and confined under a guard +; and after thefe multiplied infults, the no 

longer {crupled to enter into a correfpondence with the duke of Burgundy. As 

her fon, the Dauphin Charles, a youth of fixteen, was entirely governed by the 

faction of Armagnac, fhe extended her animofity to him, and fought his defttuc- 

tion with the moft unrelenting hatred. She had foon an opportunity of rendering 

her unnatural purpofe effectual. The duke of Burgundy, in concert with her, 

entered France at the head of a great army : He made himfelf mafter of Amiens, 

Abbeville, Dourlens, Montreiiil, and other towns in Picardy ; Senlis, Rheims, 

Chalons, Troye, and Auxerre, declared themfelves for his party [. He got pof- 

{effion of Beaumont, Pontoife, Vernon, Meulant, Montlheri, towns in the neigh- 

bourhood of Paris; and carrying farther his progrefs towards the weft, he feized 

Etampes, Chartres, and other fortreffles ; and was at laft able to deliver the Queen, 

who fled to T'roye, and declared openly againft thofe  minitters, who, fhe faid, , 


detained her hufband in captivity §. 


* Le Laboureur, liv. 35. chap. 10. t St, Remi, chap. 74. Monftrelet, chap. 167. f St. 


Remi, chap, 79. § St. Remi, chap, 81, Monftrelet, chap, 178,°179, 
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Chap. XIX, MEAN-WHILE, the partizans of Burgundy raved a commotion in Paris, which 
1416. always inclined to that faction. Lile-Adam, one of the duke’s captains, was ré- 
ceived into the city 1n the night ume, and headed the infurre-tion of the people, 


which in a moment became fo impetuous, 
perfon of the King was feized: The Dauphin ma 


that nothing could oppole it. The 
de his efcape with difficulty : 


Great numbers of the faction of Armagnac Were immediately butchered : 


ders were daily committed 


And the populace, not fatiated with their fury, and deeming the courfe. of pub- 


The count himfelf, and many others of note, were thrown into prifon : Mur- 


from private animofity, under pretence of faction: 


lic-juftice too dilatory, broke open the prifons, and put to 


magnac, and all the other nobilit 


WuiLE France was in fuch furious combufti 


1417- 


New invafion a foreign enemy Henry, 
of France. Janded in Normandy at the 


rf Auguft. 
; oppofition from any quarter 
r418. | 


Henry, having fubdued all 


_ -¥§,000 < 


and to moderate his pretenfions : 


Evreux and Caen fubmitted to. him ; 


death the count d’Ar- 


y who were there confined *. 


on, and was fo ill prepared to refit 


having colle&ted fome treafures, and levied an army; 
head of 25,000 men 3 and met with no confiderable 
He made himfelf mafter of Falaife and Cherbourg; 


Pont de l’Arche opened its gates 5 and 


the lower Normandy, and received a reinforcement of 
15c00 men from England +, formed the fiege of Rouen, which was defended 
by a garrifon of 4000 men, feconded by the inhabitants, to the number of 


fhewed that he was fully fenfible of all his prefent advant 
“¢ fee,” faid he, ‘* that God has led me hither as by the 


& fovereign: Ihave juft pretenfions on that kingdom : 


‘« the utmoit confufion: No one thinks of refifting me. 


‘ fenfible proof, that that Being, who 


‘6 put the crown of France 


upon my head 2” § 


Bur tho’ Henry had opened his mind to this fcheme of 
enemies, and endeavoured to obtain more fecure, tho” 
Fle made, at the fame time, offers of peace to both 
duke of Burgundy on the one hand, who having pol 
, cariied the appearance of legal authority {ls and to 


tinued to negotiate with his 
Jefs confiderable advantages 
parties ; to the Queen and 
feffion of the King’s perfon 
the Dauphin on-the other, 


who being the undoubted. heir 


The cardinal des Urfins here attempted to incline him towards peace, 
But the King replied to him in fuch terms a ~ 


ages: ** Do you Oh 
hand ? France has no 


Every thing is here in 


Can I have a more 


difpofes of empires, has determined to 


ambition, he ftill con- 


of the monarchy, W® 


adhered to by every one that had a regard to the true interefts of their country +. 
Thefe two parties alfo carried on a continual negotiation with each other. The 


* St. Remi, chap. 85, 86. Monftrelet, chap. 118- + Walfing. p- 40°. + St. Re 


mi, chap. 91. § Juvenal des Urfins. 


vol. 9. Pp: 626, &c. 


| Rymer, vol. 9. P--7172 749: | Rymer, 
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terms propofed on all:fides were perpetually varying: ‘The events of the war, and- Chap. XIX. 
the intrigues of the cabinet, intermingled with each other: And the fate of France 
remained long in this uncertainty... After many negotiations, Henry offered 
the Queen and the duke of Burgundy to make peace with them, to efpoufe 
the princefs Catharine, to accept of all the provinces ceded to Edward III. by the 
treaty of Bretigni, with the addition of Normandy, which he was to receive in full 
and entire fovereignty *. Thefe terms were accepted of : There remained @nly = 1419. 
fome circumftances to adjuft, in order to the full completion of the treaty: But 
in this interval the duke of Burgundy fecretly finifhed his treaty with the Dau- 
phin; and thefe two princes agreed to. fhare the royal authority during King 
Charles’s life, and to unite their arms in expelling foreign enemies +. 

Tus alliance, which feemed to-cut off from Henry all hopes of farther fuc- 
cefs, proved in the iffie the moft favourable event which could have happened 
for his pretenfions. Whether the Dauphin and duke of Burgundy were ever fin- 
cere in their mutual engagements is uncertain; but very fatal effects refulted from 
their momentary and feeming union. » The:two princes agreed to an interview, in 
order to concert the means of rendering effectual their common attack of the 
Englifh ; but how both or either of them could: with fafety venture upon this 
conference, it feemed fomewhat difficult to contrive. The aflaffination perpe 
trated by the duke of Burgundy, and ftill more, his open avowal of the deed; 
and. defence of the doétrine; tended: to diffolve all the bands of civil fociety 3 
and even men of honour; who detefted the example, might deem it juft, ona 
favourable opportunity, to retaliate upon the author. The duke, therefore, who 
neither dared to give, nor could pretend to require any truft, agreed to all the 
contrivances for mutual fecurity, which were propofed by the minifters of the 
Dauphin. , The two princes came to Montereau: The duke lodged in the caftle ; 
the Dauphin in the town, which was divided from the cattle by the river Yonne: 
The bridge between them was chofen for the place of interview: Two high rails 
were drawn acrofs the bridge: The gates on each fide were guarded, the one by 
the officers of the Dauphin, the other by thofe of the duke: The princes were 
to enter into the intermediate fpace by the oppofite gates, accompanied 
each by ten perfons; and with-all-thefe marks of diffidence, to conciliate their 
mutual friendfhip, But it appeared, that no precautions are fufficient, where laws 
have no place, and where all principles of honour are utterly abandoned... Tan- 
negui de Chatel, and others of the Dauphin’s retainers, were zealous partizans of 
the houfe of Orleans, aod they determined to feize the opportunity of revenging A fafination 


on the, affaffin the murder of that prince ; ‘They .no fooner entered the rails, than widens: of 
gundy. 
02 G0 Rymer, vol. 9. p. 762. t Rymer, vol. 9. p. 776. — St, Remi, chap. 95. 
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Chip. XIX, they drew their fwords and attacked the duke of Burgundy: His friends were 
5419. aftonifhed, and thought not of making any defence ; and all of them either 
fhared his fate, or were taken prifoners by the retinue of the Dauphin *, 


Tur extreme youth of this prince, made it doubtful whether he was admitted 
‘nto the fecret of the confpiracy : But as the deed was committed under his eye, 
py his moft intimate friends, who ftill retained their connexions with him, the 
blame of the action, which was certainly more imprudent than criminal, fell en- 
tirely upon him. The whole ftate of affairs was every where changed by that 
unexpected incident. The city of Paris, which was paffionately devoted to the fa- 
mily of Burgundy, broke out into the higheft fury againft the Dauphin. The court 
of King Charles entered from intereft into the fame views ; and as all the minifters 
about that monarch had owed their preferment to the late duke, and forefaw their 
downfall if the Dauphin recovered poffeffion of his father’s perfon, they were 
concerned to prevent by any means, the fuccels of his enterprize. The Queen, 
perfevering in her unnatural animofity againft her fon, encreafed the general flame, 
and infpired into the King, as far as he was fufceptible of any fentiment, the 
fame prejudices by which fhe herfelf had long been actuated. But above all, Phi- 
lip count de Charolois, now duke of Burgundy, thought himfelf bound by every 
tye of honour and of duty, to revenge the murder of his father, and to profecute 

the affaffin to the utmoft extremity. And in this general tranfport of rage, 
every confideration of national and family intereft was buried in oblivion by alt 
parties: The fubjeétion to a foreign enemy, the expulfion of the lawful heir, 
the flavery of the kingdom, appeared but {mall evils, if they led to the grati- 
fication of the prefent pafiion. 

Tue King of England had, before the death of the duke of Burgundy, pro- 
Sted extremely by the diftractions of ‘France, and was daily making a confider- 
able progrefs in Normandy. He had taken Rowen after an obftinate fiege T+ 
Ele had made himfelf mafter of Pontoife and Gifors: He even threatened Paris, 
and by the terror of his power, had obliged the court to remove to Troye: And 
in the midft of his: fuccefles, he was agreeably furprized, to find his enemies, in- 
ftead of combining againft him for their mutual defence, difpofed to ruhh into his 
arms, and to make him the inftrument of their vengeance upon each other, A 
league was immediately concluded at Arras between him and the duke of Bure 
sundy. ' That prince, without ftipulating any thing for himfelf, except the pro- 
fecution of his father’s murder, and the ‘marriage of the duke of Bedford with 
his fitter, was willing to facrifice the kingdom to Henry’s ambition, and he 
agreed to every demand, which was made by that monarch. In order to finifh 


* St, Remi, chap. 97. Monftrelet, chap. 211. { T. Livii, p. 69. Monftrelet, chap. 20!» 
Rs that 
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that aftonifhing: treaty, which was to transfer the crown of France to a ftranger, 
Henry went to Troye, accompanied by his brother, the dukes of Clarence and 
Glocefter ; and was there met by the duke of Burgundy. The imbecilicy, into 
which King Charles had fallen, made him incapable of feeing any thing bur 
thro’ the eyes of thofe who attended him; as they, on their part, faw every thing 
thro’ the medium of their paffions, The treaty, being already concerted among 
the parties, was immediately drawn and figned and ratified: Henry’s will feemed 
to be a law throughout this whole negotiation: Nothing was attended to but his 
advantages, 


Tue principal articles of the treaty were, that Henry fhould efpoufe the prin- 


Chap. XIX, 
1420. 


reaty of 


cefs Catharine: That King Charles, during his life time, fhould enjoy the title Troye. 


and dignity of King of France: That Henry fhould be declared and acknow- 
ledged heir of the monarchy, and be entrufted with the prefent adminiftration of 
the government: That that kingdom fhould pafs to his heirs whatfoever : That 
France and England fhould for ever be united under one king ; but thould ftill 
retain their feveral ufages, cuftoms, and privileges: That all the princes, peers, 
vafials, and communities of France, fhould fwear, both that they would adhere 
to the future fucceffion of Henry, and pay him prefent obedience as regent: That 
that prince fhould unite his arms to thofe of King Charles and the duke of Bur- 
sundy, in order to fubdue the adherents of Charles, the pretended Dauphin: 
And that thefe three princes fhould make no peace nor truce with him but by com- 
mon confent and agreement *. 

Sucu was the tenor of this famous treaty; a treaty, which as nothing but the 
moft violent animofity could dictate, fo nothing but the power of the fword could 
carry it into execution. It is hard to fay, whether ‘its confequences, had it taken 
place, would have proved more pernicious to England or to France. Tt muft 
have reduced the former kingdom to the'rank of a province: It would have en- 
tirely disjointed the fucceffion of the latter monarchy, and have brought on the 
deftruction of every defcendant of the royal family: As the houfes of Orleans, 
Anjou, Alencon, Brittany, Bourbon, and of Burgundy itfelf, whofe titles were 


preferable to that of the Englifh princes, would on that account have been ex- . 


pofed to perpetual jealoufy and perfecution from the fovereign. There was even 
_a palpable deficiency in Henry’s claim, which no art could palliate. For befides 


the infuperable objections, to which Edward ITId’s pretenfions were expofed, be 


was not heir to that monarch: If female fucceffion was admitted, the right had 

‘devolved to the houfe of Mortimer: Allowing, that Richard II. was a tyrant, 

and that Henry 1Vth’s merits, in depofing him, were fo great towards the Enelifh, 
* Rymer, vol. 9. p. 895, St, Remi, chap. 101. Monftrelet, chap. 223. 
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as to juftify that nation for placing him’ on the throne; Richard had nowife 
offended France; and his rival had nerited nothing of chat kingdom ‘It could 


not poffibly be pretended, that the crown of France was become an appendage 
to that of England ; and that a prince, who, by any means, got pofieffion of 


the latter, was, without farther queftion, entitled to the former. So that on the - 


whole, it muft be allowed, that Henry’s clarm to France was, if poffible, ftill 
more unintelligible, than the title, by which his father had mountéd the throne 
of England. 

Bur tho’ all thefe confiderations were overlooked, amidft the hurry of paffions, 
by which the courts of France and Burgundy were actuated, they would necel- 
farily revive during times of more leizure and tranquillity ; and it behoved Hen- 
ry to pufh his prefent advantages, and allow men no leizure for reafon or reflec- 
tion. In a few days after, he efpoufedthe princefs, Catherine: He carried his fa- 
ther in law to Paris, and put himfelf in poffeffion of that capital: He obtained 
from the parliament and the three eftates a ratification of the treaty of Troye: 
He fupported the duke of Burgundy in procuring a fentence againft the marder- 
ers of his father: And he immediately turned his arms with fuccefs againft the 
adherents of the Dauphin, who, fo foonas he heard of the treaty of Troye, 
took on him the ftyle and-authority of regent, and appealed to God and his fword 
for the maintenance: of his title. 

Tue firft place which Henry fubdued, was Sens, which opened its gates after 
a flight refiftance. With the fame facility, he made himfelf mafter of Monte- 
reau, The defence of Melun was more obftinate ; Barbafan,’ the governor, ‘held 
out for the fpace of four months againft the befiegers; and it was famine 
alone which obliged him to capitulate. Henry promifed to fpare the lives of all 
the garrifon, except fuch as were accomplices in the murder of the duke of Bur- 
gundy ; and as Barbafan himfelf was fufpected to be of the number, his punilh- 
ment was demanded by Philip: But the King had the generofity to intercede for 
him, and to prevent his execution *. aan 


Tue neceffity of providing fupplies both of men and money obliged Henry 
to go over to England ; and he left the duke of Exeter, his uncle, governor of Pa- 
ris during his abfence. The authority, which naturally attends fuccefs, procuted 


him from the Englifh parliament a fubfidy of a fifteenth; but if we may judge 


by the {mallnefs of this fupply, the nation was no wife fanguine on their King’s vitto- 
ries; and in proportion as the profpect of their union with France came nearets 
they began to open their eyes, and to fee the dangerous confequences with which it 


* Holingthed, p. 577. 7 : 
muft 
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mutt neceflarily be attended. It was fortunate for Henry, that he had other refources, Chap XIX. 


befides pecuniary fupplies from his native fubjects. The provinces, which he had 
already conquered, maintained his troops; ‘and the hopes of farther ad vantages al- 
lured to his ftandard all men of ambitious fpirits in England; ‘who defired to fig- 
nalize themfelves by arms. “He affembled'a new army of twetity “four thoufand 
archers, and four thoufand horfemen*; and marched them to: Dover; -the-place 
‘of embarkation.’ “Every thing had remained in tranquillity at Paris ender the 
duke of Exeter; but there had happened in another quarter of ‘the kingdom a 
misfortune, which haftened his departure. | 

Tue detention of the King of Scots in England had hitherto proved very ad- 
vantageous to Henry; and by ‘keeping the regent in awe, had preferved, during 
the whole courfé of the French war, the northern’ frontier in tranquillity. But 
when intelligence arrived in Scotland, of the progrefs made by Henry, and 
the near’ profpect of his fucceffion to the crown of France, the nation was 
alarmed, and forefaw their own inevitable ruin, if the fubjection of their ally left 
them to combat alone an enemy, who was already fo much fuperior to them: in 
power and riches." The regent entered into the fame views; and tho’ he declined 
anopen war with England, he permitted a body of feven thoufind Scots, under 
the command. of the.earl of Buchan, his fecond fon, to be tranfported into France 
for the fervice of the Dauphin,’ To render this aid ine feCtual, Henry had carri- 
ed over the young ‘King of Scots, whom he. obliged'to fend orders to his coun- 
trymen to leave the French fervice; but the Scots general replied, that he would 
obey no commands which came from a King ‘in captivity, and that a prince, 
“while in the hands of his enemy, was no wife entitled to authority.’ Thefe troops 
therefore, continued ftill to aG& under the earl.of Buchan: and were employed by 
the Dauphin to oppofe the progrefs of the duke of Clarence in Anjou. The 
two armies encountered at Baugé: The Englith were defeated : The duke him- 
felf was flain by Sir Allan Swinton, a Scots knight, ‘who commanded a compa- 
hy of meniatarms : And the earls of Somerfet +, Dorfet, and Huntingdon were 
taken oprifoners't." This was the firft ation, which turned the tide of fuccefs 
againftthe Englifh, and the Dauphin, that he might both attach the Scots to his 
fervice, cand reward ‘the valour and conduét of the ear! of Buchan, honoured that 
nobleman with the office of conftable. 

Bo'r the arrival ‘of the King of England, with fo confiderable an army, was more 
than Yufficient to repair this lofs. Henry was received at Paris with great expref- 


* Monftrelet, chap, 242. + His name was John, and he was afterwards created duke of Somer- 
det. He was grand{on of John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter. The earl of Dorfet was brother to Somerfet, 
and fucceeded him in that title, T St. Remi, chap. 110. Monitrelet, chap. 239. Hall, fol. 76. 
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Chap. XIX. fions of joy; fo obftinate were the prejudices of the people : And he immediately 
1421» — conduéted his army to Chartres, which had long been befieged by the Dauphin. 
That prince decamped on the approach of the Englifh; and being refolved 
to decline a battle, he retired with his -army *.  Henry> made himfelf maf- 
ter of Dreux without a blow: He laid fieze to Meaux at the follicitation 
of the PariGians, who were much incommoded by the, garrifon of that place. 
This enterprize employed the Englith arms during the fpace of eight months : 
The baftard of Vaurus, the governor of Meaux, diftinguithed himfelf by an ob- 
{tinate defence ; but was at laft obliged to furrender at difcretion. The cruelty 
of this officer was equal to his bravery: He was accuftomed to hang without 
diftinétion all the Englith and Burgundians who fell into hishands: And Henry, 
in revenge of his barbarity, ordered him immediately to be hanged on the fame 
tree, which he had made the inftrument of his inhuman executions T. 


Tuts fuccefs was followed by the furrender of many other places in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, which held for the Dauphin: That prince was chaced beyond 
the Loire, and almoft totally abandoned all the northern provinces: He was 
even purfued into the fouth by the united arms of the Englith and Burgundians, 
and threatened with total deftruétion : Notwithftanding the bravery and fidelity of 
his captains, he faw himfelf unequal to his enemies in the open field ;. and found 
it neceflary to temporize, and to avoid all hazardous actions with a rival, who had 
gained fo much the afcendant over him. And to crown all the other profperities 
of Henry, his queen was delivered of a fon, who was called by his father’s name,. 
and whofe birth was celebrated by rejoicings no lefs pompous and no lefs fincere 
at Paris than at London. The infant prince feemed to be univerfally regarded as 
the future heir of both monarchies. 


1422. Bur the glory of Henry, when it had nearly reached the fummit, was ftop- 
Death, ped fhort by the hand of nature ; and all his mighty projects vanifhed into {moke. 
He was feized with a fiftula, which the furgeons at that time had not fkill enough 

to cure; and he was at laft fenfible, that his diftemper was mortal, and that his 

end was approaching. He fent for his brother the duke of Bedford, the earl of 

Warwic, and a few more noblemen, whom he had honoured with his confidence ; 
* and he delivered to them, in great tranquillity, his laft will with regard to the 
government of his kingdom and family. He entreated them to continue, to-- 

wards his infant fon, the fame fidelity and attachment, which they had always 

profeffed to him during his life-time, and which had been cemented by fo many 


* St. Remi, chap. 3. + Rymer, vol. 10. p. 212. T. Livii, p.92, 93. St. Remi, chap. 
116, Monfirelet, chap. 260. | i | 
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_mnutual good offices. He expreffed his indifference on the approach of death; and Chap. XIX. 
tho’ he regreted, that he mutt leave unfinithed a work fo happily begun, hedeclared “***" 
himfelf confident, that the final acquifition of France would be the effect of their 
prudence and valour. He left the regency of that kingdom to his eldeft brother, the 
duke of Bedford; that of E.ngland to his younger, the duke of Glocefter; and the 
care of his fon’s perfon to the earl of Warwic. He recommended to all of them 
an anxious care to maintain the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy ; and advil- 
ed them never to give liberty to the French princes taken at Azincour, till his 
fon was of age, and could himfelf hold the reins of government, And he con- 
jured them, if the fuccefé of their arms, fhould not enable them to place young 
Henry on the throne of France, never at leaft to make peace with that king- 
dom, unlefs the enemy, by the ceffion of Normandy and its annexation to the 
crown of England, made compenfation for all the hazards and expence of his en- 
terprize *, . 
He next applied himfelf to his devotions, and ordered his chaplain to read. the 
feven penitential pfalms. When he came to that paflage of the fifty firft pfalm; 
Build thou the walls of Ferufalem; he interrupted him, and profefied his ferious 
intention, after he fhould have fully fubdued France, to have made a croifade againit 
the Infidels, and recover poffeffion of the Holy Land +. So ingenious are 
Men in deceiving themfelves, that Henry forgot in thofe moments, all the blood 
{pilt by his ambition; and received comfort from this late and feeble refolve, 
which, as the mode of thefe enterprizes was now pait, he certainly would never 
have carried into execution. fe expired in the thirty fourth year of his age and zit Augut, 
the tenth of his reign. 
Tuts prince poffeffed many eminent virtues; and if we give indulgence tO and charaGer 
ambition in a monarch, or rank it, as the vulgar are inclined to do, among his of the King. 
virtues, they were unitained by any confiderable blemith. His abilities appeared 
equally in the cabinet and ‘in the field ; the boldnefs of his enterprizes was no lefs 
remarkable than his perfonal valour in conducting them. He had the talent of 
attaching his friends by affability, and of gaining his enemies by addrefs and 
clemency. The Englith, dazzled by the luftre of his character, ftill more than 
by that of his victories, were reconciled to. the defects of his title: The French 
almoft forgot that he was an enemy: And his care of maintaining juftice in his 
civil adminiftration, and preferving difcipline in his armies, made fome amends to 
both nations for the calamities infeparable from thofe wars, in which his fhort reign 
was almott entirely occupied, That he could forgive the earl of Marche, who had a 


* Monftrelet, chap. 265. Hall, fol. 80. + St. Remi, chap, 118, Monftrelet, chap. 26s. 
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better right to the throne than himfelf, is'a fure proof of his magnanimity; and 


that the earl relied fo entirely on his friendfhip is no lefsia proof iof his: eftablifhed 
charaéter for candor and fincerity. There remain: in hiftory, few inftances of 
fuch mutual truft; and ftill fewer where neither party found reafon’ to repent it. 

Tur exterior figure of this great prince, as well as his deportment, was en- 
gaging. His ftature was fomewhat above the middle ‘fizes his) countenance 
beautiful; his limbs genteel and flender, but full ‘of vigour; and he excel- 
led in all warlike and manly exercifes*. He left by his queen, Catherine of 
France, only one fon, not full nine months old ; whofe misfortunes in the courfe 


of his life, furpaffed all the glories dnd fucceffes of his father. 


In lefs than two months after Henry's death, Charles VI. of France,’ his fa- 
ther in law, terminated his unhappy life. He had, for feveral years, poffefied: 
only the appearance of royal authority: Yet was this circumftance of confider- 
able moment to the Englifh; and divided the duty and affections of the French 
between them and the Dauphin: This prince was proclaimed and crowned King 
of France at Poitiers, ‘under the name of Charles VII. Rheims, the place where 
that ceremony was ufually performed, was at that time in the hands of his ene-. 
mies. pe iS 

CATHERINE Of France, Henry’s Widow, married foon after his death, a 
Welch gentleman, Sir Owen Tudor, faid to be defcended from the antient prin- 
ces of that country: She bore him two fons, Edmund and Jafper, of whom, the 
eldeft was created earl of Richmond; the fecond earl of Pembroke. The family 
of Tudor, firft raifed to diftinétion by this alliance, mounted afterwards the 
throne of England. | 

Tue long fchifm, which had divided the Latin church for near forty years, 


was finally terminated in this freien by the council of Conftance; which 


depofed the Pope, John XXII. for his crimes, and elected Martin V. in his: 
place, who w2s acknowledged by almoft all the kingdoms of Europe. This 
great and unufual act of authority in the council gave the Roman Pontiffs evet 
after a thortal antipathy to thele afiembiies. The fame jealoufy, which had long 
prevailed in moft European countries, between the civil ariftocracy and monar- 
chy, now alfo took place between thefe powers in the ecclefiaftical body. But 
the great feparation of the bifhops in the feveral fates, and the difficulty of affemb- 
ling them, gave the Pope a mighty advantage, and made it more eafy for him 
to colleét all the power of the Hierarchy in his own perfon. The cruelty and 
treachery which attended the punifhments of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, 
the unhappy difciples of Wickliffe, who were burned alive. for their errors by 
Se Livii; ?p. 4. = 
2 this 


x : : " . sg 7” P ™ Seas i *, = = ati an spy a i - ’ we NM 
ei) A i) eal = wai z . hw ents Sere ee eer oe oes -,sar ae . a — P . - ~ ~ : oe 33 et sesh Ce 


Pde IN SR a ¥ V. 2 YY 


3 


this council, prove this melancholy truth, that toleration is none of the virtues of Chap 
1422, 


priefts in any form of ecclefiaftical government. But as the Englifh prince had 
little or no concern in thefe great tranfactions, we are here the more concife in 
relating them. 

Ture firft commiffion of array, which I we meet with, was iffued in. this 
reign *. The military part of the feudal fyftem, which was the moft effential 
circumftance of it, was entirely diffolved ; and could no longer ferve for the de- 
fence of the kingdom. Henry, therefore, when he went to France in 1415, 
empowered certain commiffioners to take a review of all the freemen in each 
county able to bear arms, to divide them into companies, and to keep them in 
readinefs ‘for. refifting the enemy... This was the cra, when the feudal militia 
gave place to one which was perhaps ftill lefs orderly and regular. 

We have an authentic and exact account of the ordinary revenues of the crown 
during this reign; and they amount only to 45,714 pounds ro-fhillings and 10 pence 
a-year }. This is nearly the fame with the revenues of Henry III. and the Kings 


of England had neither become much richer nor poorer in the courfe of fo many 


years. The ordinary expences.of the government amounted to 52,507 pounds 
16 fhillings and 10 pence : So that the King had of furplus only 3206 pounds 
14 fhillings for the fupport of his houfehold ; for his wardrobe; for the expence 
of embaffies; and other articles. This fum was nowife fufficient ; he 
therefore obliged to have frequent recourfe to parliamentary fupplies, and was 
thus, even in time of peace, not altogether InGEDERCARL of his people. But wars 
were a monftrous expence, which neither the prince’s ordinary revenue, nor the 
extraordinary fupplies, were able to. bear; and he was always reduced to many 
miferable fhifts, in order to make any tolerable figure in them. He commonly 
borrowed money from all quarters; he pawned his jewels, and fometimes the 
crown itfelf—; he ran in arrears to his army ; and he was often obliged, not- 
withftanding all thefe expedients, to ftop in the midft of his career of victory, 
and to grant truces to the enemy. ‘The high pay which,was given to foldiers 
agreed very ill with this low revenue. All the extraordinary fupplies granted by 
parliament to Henry during the courfe of his reign were only feven tenths and 
fifteenths, about 203,000 pounds |]. -It is eafy to compute. how foon this money 
muft be exhaufted by armies of 24,000 archers, and 6000 horfe ; when each 
archer had a fixpence a-day.§; and each horfeman two fhillings. The moft 


* Rymer, vol. 9. p. 254, 255. + Rymer, vol. to. p. 113. { Rymer, vol, 10. 
p. 190. | Parliamentary gaat | vol. 2. p. 168. 

§ Itappears from many,paflages of Rymer, particularly vol. 9. p. os, that the King paid 20. marks 
a- year for an archer, which is a good deal above fixpence a-day. The price had rifen, as is natural, 


by rail ing the denomination of mon: Ye 


Vou, Ik Tt * — fplendid 


AIX, 





wr, 


28 HiSTORY or ENGLAND. 


Ca 


Chap. XIX. fplendid fuccefles proved commonly.very fruitlefs when fupported by fo poor a re- 
i422. venues and the debts and difficulties, which he thereby incurred, made the King 
pay dear for his victories. The civil adminiftration, likewife even in time of 
peace, could never be very tegular, where the government was fo ill enabled 
to fupport itfelf. Henry a year before his death owed debts, which had been ~ 
contraéted when he was prince of Wales*. It was in vain that the parliament 
pretended to reftrain him from arbitrary practices, when he was reduced to fuch 
neceflities. Tho’ the right of levying purveyance, for inftance, had been exprefsly 
guarded againft by the great charter itfelf, and was frequently complained of by 
the commons, it was found abfolutely impracticable to abolifh it; and the par- 
liament at length, fubmitting to it as a legal prerogative, contented themfelves 
with enacting laws to limit and confine it. The duke of Glocefter, in the reign 
ef Richard II. poffefied a revenue of 60,c00 crowns, (about 30,000 pounds a- 
year of our prefent money) as we learn from Froiffart +, and was confequently 
richer than the King himfelf, if all circumftances be duely confidered. 


Ir is remarkable, that the city of Calais alone was an annual expence on the 
crown of 49,119 pounds t; that is, above a third of the common charge of 
the government in time of peace. This fortrefs was of no ufe to the defence 
of England, and only gave that kingdom an inlet to annoy France. Ireland coft 
two thoufand pounds a-year, over and above its own revenue; which was cer- 
tainly very low. Every thing contributes to give us a very mean idea of the: 
ftate of Europe in thofe ages. | 

From the molt early times, till the reign of Edward III. the denomination: 
of money had never been altered : A pound fterling was {till a pound troy; that 
is, about three pounds of our prefent money. That conqueror was firft obliged _ 
to innovate in this important article. In the twentieth year of his reign, he coined — 

; twenty-two fhillings out of a pound troy; in his twenty-feventh year he coined 
twenty-five fhillings. But Henry V. who was alfo a conqueror, raifed ftill farther: 
the denomination, and coined thirty fhillings from a pound troy {|; His revenue: 
therefore would be about 110,000 pounds of our prefent money ; and by the» 
cheapnefs of provifions, would be equivalent to above 330,000 pounds. 

Nowe of the princes of the houfe of Lancafter ventured to impofe taxes 
without confent of parliament : Their doubtful or bad title became fo far of ad- 
vantage to the conftitution. The rule was then: fixed, and could not fafely be: 
broke afterwards even by.more abfolute princes. 


* Rymer, vol. 10. p. 114. + Liv. 4. chap; 86. t’ Rymer, vol. 10. p. 1138 
ly, Fleetwood’s Chronicon Preciofum, p, ¢2s. 
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r D URING the reigns of the Lancaftrian princes, the authority of parliament Chap. XX, 
feems to have been more confirmed, and the privileges of the people more 1422. 
ir regarded, than during any former period ; and the two preceding Kings, tho’ Government 
men of great fpirit and abilities, abftained from fuch exertions of prerogative, as ei Say 
é even weak princes, whofe title was undifputed, were tempted to think that they 
a might venture upon with impunity. The long minority, of which there was 
i now the profpect, encouraged ftill farther the lords and commons to extend: their 
| authority; and without paying much regard to the verbal deftination of 
; Henry V. they affumed the power ‘of giving a new arrangement to the whole 
, adminiftration. They declined altogether the name of Regent with regard to 
England: They appointed the duke of Bedford to be protector or guardian of that 
kingdom, a title which they fuppofed to imply lefs authority : They invefted 
i the duke of Glocefter with the fame dignity during the abfence of his elder 
brother * ; and in order to limit the power of both thefe princes, they named.a 
; counci], without whofe advice and approbation no meafure of importance could - 
f be determined +. The perfon and education of the infant prince was committed 
r to Henry Beaufort, bifhop of Winchefter, his great uncle, and the legitimated 
fon of John of Gaunt, duke of Liancalter ; who, as his family could never have 
~ Rymer, vol, 10. p. 261. Cotton, p. 664. Tt Cotton, p. 64. 
Tt .2 | any 
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any pretenfions to the crown, might fafely, they thought, be intrufted with that 
important charge *. The two princes, the dukes of Bedford and Glocefter, who 
might deem themfelves injured by this plan of government, yet, being perfons 
of great integrity and honour; “acquiefced willingly “in any appointment, which 
feemed to give fecutity to the public ; ard as the wars in France appeared to be 
the object of greateft moment, they avoided every difpute, which might throw 
an obftacle in the way of theie conquelts. 

Wuen the ftate of affairs between the Englifh and French Kings was. con- 
fdered with a fuperficial eye, every advantage feemed to be on the fide of the 
former; ‘and’the’total expulfion of Charles appeared to be an-évent, which might 
naturally be expected from the fuperior power of his rival. ‘Tho Henry was yet 
in his infancy, the adminiftration was devolved on the duke of Bedford, the 
moft accomplifhed prince of his age; whofe experience, ‘prudence, valor, and 
geenerofity perfectly qualified him for this high office, and enabled him both to 
maintain union among his friends, and to gain the confidence of his enemies. 
The whole power of England was at his. command : He was. at the*head of 
armies enured to victory : Fie was feconced~ by the moft renowned generals of 
the age, the earls of Somerfet, Warwic, Salifbury, Suffolk, and Arundel, Sir 
John, Talbot and Sir John Faftolfe : -Anc befides Guienne, the antient inheritance 
of England, he was mafter of the capital, and of all the northern provinces, which 
were beft enabled to furnifh him with {upplies both of men and-money, and to 
affift and fupport his Englith forces. : 


But Charles, notwithftanding the prefent inferiority of his power, poffeffed 
fome advantages, derived partly from his fituation, partly from his perfonal 
character, which-promifed him fuccefs, and ferved, firft to controul, then to 
overballance, the fuperior force and: opulence of ‘his enemies, He was the true 
and undoubted heir of the monarchy: Every Frenchman, who knew the interefts 
or defired the independance of his courtry, turned his eyes towards him as its 
fole refuge: The exclufion given him, by the imbecillity of his father, and the 
forced or precipitate confent of the flats, had plainly no validity : That fpirit 
of faétion, which had:blinded the peopk, could not long hold them in fo grofs 
a delufion: Their national and inveterate hatred againft the Englith, the authors 
of all their miferies, mutt foon revive, end give them an indignation at bending 
their necks under the yoke of that hoftile people : Great nobles and princes, ac- 
cuftomed to maintain an independance igainft their native fovereigns, would ne- 
ver endure a fubjeGtion to ftrangers: And tho’ moft of the princes of the blood 


-_ 


* Hall; fol. 83. Monfirelet, vol. 2. p. 27. 
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were, ‘fince the fatal battle of Azincour, detained prifoners in England, the in- 
habitants of their demefnes, ticir friends, their vafials, all declared a zealous at- 
tachment to the King, and ex:rted themfelves in refifting the violence of foreign 
invaders. 

Cartes himfelf, tho’ only in his twentieth year, was of a character well cal- 
culated to become the objectof thefe benevolent fentiments ; and perhaps from 
the favour, which naturally atends youth, was the more likely; on account of 
his tender age, to acquire the zood-will of his native fubjects. He was a prince 
of the molt friendly and benign difpofition, of eafy and familiar manners, and of 


‘a juft and found, tho’ not a ‘ery vigorous, underftanding. Sincere, generous, 


affable, he engaged from: afiection the fervices of his follow ers, even while his 
low fortunes might make it heir ‘intereft to defert- him ; and the len nity of his 
temper could pardon in them thofe fallies of difcontent, to which princes in his 
fituation are fo frequently expefed. The love of pleafure often feduced him into 
indolence ; but amidft all his irregularities the goodnefs of his heart ftill fhone 
forth ; and by exerting at intervals his courage and- activity, he proved, that 
his general remiffnefs proceeded not from the want, either-of a juft fpirit of am- 
bition, or of perfonal valor. 

Tuo’ the virtues of. this amiable prince lay fome time in obfcurity, the duke 
of Bedford knew, that his tile alone made him formidable, and that every fo- 
reign affiftance would be requilite, ere a regent of England could hope to com- 
plete the conqueft of’France ; an enterprize, which, however it might fem tob 


much advanced, was ftill expofed to many and great difficulties. » The chief 


circumftance, which had procured to the Englifh all their prefent advantages, 
was the refentment of the duke of Burgundy soaitift Charles; and as that prince 
feemeéd intent rather on gratifying his paffion than coufulting his interefts, it was 
the more eafy for the regent, by demonftrations ‘of refpett and confidence, to 
retain him in the alliance of England. ‘He bent therefore all his endeavours to 
that purpofe: He gave the juke every proof of friendfhip and regard: He 
even proffered him the regency of France, which Philip declined: And that he 
might corroborate national conexions by private ties, he concluded his own 
marriage with the princefs of Burgundy, which had been mipplgtea’ by the treaty 
of Arras. 


Betno fenfible, that next to the alliance of Burgundy, the friendfhip of the 
duke of Brittany was of the greateft importance towards forwarding the Englifh 
conquefts ; and that, as the provinces of France, already fubdued; lay between 


the dominions of thefe two princes, he could never hope for any fecurity without 
preferving 
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Chap. XX. preferving his Connexions with them; he was very intent on ftrengtiening him- 


1423. 


27th April. 


felf alfo from that quarter. The duke of Brittany, having received many juft 
reafons of, difpleafure from the minifters of Charles, had already acceded to the 
treaty of Troye, and had, with other vaffals of the crown, done homageto Henry V. 
in quality of heir to the kingdom: But as the regent knew, that the duke was 
much governed by his brother, the count de Richemont, he endeavoured to fix 
his friendfhip, by paying his court and doing fervices, to this haugity and am- 
bitious prince. 

Artuur, count de Richemont, had been taken prifoner at the battle of Azin- 
cour, had been treated with great indulgence by the late King, and had even 
been permitted on his parole to take a journey into Brittany, where the ftate of 
affairs required his prefence. The death of that victorious monarch lappened be- 
fore Richernont’s return ; and this prince pretended, that, as his woid was given 
perfonally to Henry V. he was not bound to fulfil it towards his fon aad fucceflor : 
A chicane, which the regent, as he could not force him to compliaice, deemed 
it prudent to.overlook. An interview was fettled at Amiens between the dukes 


_of Bedford, Burgundy, and Brittany, at which the count de Richenont was alfo 
prefent +: The alliance was renewed between thefe princes: And the regent 


perfuaded Philip to give in marriage to Richemont his eldeft filter, vidow of the 


deceafed Dauphin, Lewis, the elder brother of Charles. Thus Arthur was 


conneéted both with the regent and the duke of Burgundy, and feemed engaged 


by intereft to profecute the fame object, in forwarding the prozrefs of the 
Englifh arms. 


Wuite the vigilance of the duke of Bedford was employed in gaining or con- 


firming thele allies, whofe neighbourhood rendered them fo important, he did 
not overlook the ftate of more remote countries. The duke of Albany, regent 


of Scotland, had died ; and his power had devolved to Murdac, his fon, a prince 


_of a weak underftanding and of indolent difpofitions; who, far from pofleffing 


the talents requifite for the government of that fierce people, was not even able 
to maintain authority in his own family, or reftrain the petulance and infolence of 
hisfons. The ardor of the Scots to ferve in France, where Charles treated them 
with great honour and diftinction, and where the regent’s brother enjoyed the 
dignity of conftabie, broke out a-frefh under this feeble adminiftiation: New 
fuccours daily came over, and filled the armies of the French King: The earl of 
Douglas conducted a reinforcement of 5000 men to his affiftance. And it was 
juftly to be dreaded, thatthe Scots, by commencing open hoftilitiesin the north, 


+ Hall, fol. 84. Monftrelet, vol. 1. p. 4. Stowe, p. 364. 
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would occafion a diverfion ftill more confiderable of the Englifh power, and Chap. Xx, 
would eafe Charles, in part, of that load, by which he was at prefent fo grieve 1443: 
oufly opprefled. The duke of Bedford, therefore, perfuaded the Englith coun- 

cil to form an alliance with James their prifoner to free that prince: from his 

long captivity ; and to connect him with England, by marrying him to a daughter 

ofthe earl of Somerfet and coufin of the young Kine*, As the Scots regent, tired 

of his prefent dignity, which he was not able to fupport, was now become en- 

tirely fincere in his applications for James’s liberty, the treaty was foon con- 

cluded ; forty thoufand pounds of ranfom were {tipulated +; and the King of 

Scots was reftored to the throne of his anceftors, and proved, in his fhort reign, 

one of the moft illuftrious princes, who had ever governed that kingdom. He was 
murdered in 1437 by his traiterous kinfman the earl of Athole. His affections 
inclined him to the party of France; but the Englifh had never reafon, during. 

his life-time, to complain of any breach of the neutrality by Scotland. 


Bur the regent was not fo employed in thefe political negotiations as to miltary Military ope, 
operations neglect the operations of war, from which alone he could hope to fucceed "2 
in expelling the French monarch.. Tho? the chief feat of Charles’s power lay in the 
fouthern provinces, on the other fide of the Loire; his partizans were poflefied 
of fome fortrefiés in the northern, and even in the neighbourhood of Paris ; and 
it behoved the duke of Bedford firft to clear thefe countries of the enemy, before 
he could think of attempting more diftant conquefts. The caftle of Dorfoy was 
taken after a fiege of fix weeks: That of Noyelle and the town: of Rise in Pic- 
cardy underwent the fame fate: Pont fur Seine, Vertus, Montaigu were fubjected 
by the Englifh arms: And a more confiderable advantage was foon after gained 
by the united forces of England and Burgundy. John Stuart, conftable of Scot- 
land, and the lord d’Eftiffac had formed the fieve of Crevant in Burgundy: The 
earls of Salifbury and Suffolk, with the count de Toulongeon, were fent to its 
relief: A fierce and well difputed ation enfued: The Scots and French were 
defeated: The conftable of Scotland and the count de Ventadour were taken 
prifoners: And above a thoufand men, among whom was Sir William Hamilton, 
were left on the field of battle f. The taking of Gaillon upon'the Seine, and of 
la Charité upon the Loire was the fruit of this victory: And as this latter place 
opened an entrance into the fouthern provinces, the acquilition: of ir appeared on 
that account of the greater importance to the duke of Bedford, and feemed to > 
promife a fuccefsful iffue to the war. 


* Hall, fol. 86. Stowe, p. 364. Grafton, p. 503. 
+ Rymer, vol. 10. p. 299, 300, 326. 
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Chap, XX. Tue more King Charles was threatened with an ‘nvafion in thofe provinces 
1424. swhich adhered to him, the mort necefiary it became, that he fhould retain pof- 
feflion of every fortrels, which he ftill held within the quarters of the enemy, 
The duke of Bedford had befieged in perfon, during the {pace of three months, 

the town of Yvsi is Normandy ; and the brave governor, unable to make any 

longer defence, was obliged to capitulate ; and he agreed to furrender the town, 

if, before. a certain term, 10 relief arrived to: him. Charles, informed of thefe 
conditions, determined tO make an attempt for faving the place. He collected, 

with fome difficulty, an army of 14,000 men, of whom the half were Scots; 

and he feat them thither under the command of the earl of Buchan, the con- 

{table who was attended by the earl of Douglas, his countryman, the duke of 

Alencon, the mare(chal de la Fayette, the count a’ Aumale, and the vifcount de 
Narbonne. When the conftable arrived within a few leagues of Yvri, he found 

that he was come too late, and that the place was already furrendered. He im- 
mediately turned to the left, and fat down. before Verneuil, which the inhabi- 


returned in fafety; and with the glory of making an acquifition no Jefs important 
than the place, which he was font to relieve: But hearing of Bedford’s approach, 
he called a council of war; and afked their opinions with regard to the conduct 
which he fhould follow in this emergence. The wifer part of the council de- — 
clared for a retreat; and reprefented, that all the paft misfortunes of the French 
had proceeded from their rafhnefs in giving battle, when no neceflity obliged 
them to rifque a decifive aétion ; that this army was the lat refource of the King; 
and the only defence of the few provinces which remained to him ; and that every 
reafon invited him to embrace cautious councils, which left time for his fubjects 
ro return to their fenfe of duty, and gave leifure for difcord to arife among his 
‘enemies, who, being united by no common band of intereft or motive of alliance, 
could not long perfevere in their animofity againft him. All thefe prudential 
confiderations were overborne by a vain point of honour, not to turh their backs 
to the enemy ; and they refolved to await the arrival of the duke of Bedford. 


_. Tue numbers were nearly equal in this rencounter; and as the long continu- 

27th of Aug. ‘ ; faggs = | i 

Battle of Ver- ance of the war had introduced difcipline, which, however imperfect, fufficed to 

neuil. maintain fome appearance of order in fuch {mall armies, the battle was fierces 
and well difputed, and attended with bloodfhed on both fides. ‘The conftable 
drew up his forces under the walls of Verneuil, and refolved to abide the attack 
of the enemy : But the impatience of the vifcount of Narbonne, who broke his 
ranks, and obliged the whole line to follow him in fome hurry and confufion, . 


* Monftrelet, vol. 2. ps 14+ Grafton, Pp 504. 
was 
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was the caufe of the misfortune, which enfued. . The Englith archers, hxing their 
palifadoes before them, according to their ufual cuftom, fent a volley of arrows 
into the thickeft of the French army; and tho’ beat from their ground, and 
obliged to take fhelter among the baggage, they foon rallied, and continued 
commit great laughter upon the enemy. The a of Bedford, mean-while, at 
the head of the men at arms, made impreffion en the French, broke their ranks 
chaced them off the field, md rendered the cin entirely compleat .and acs 
five*. The conftable himfelf perifhed in battle, the earl of Douglas and his 
fon, the counts of Aumale, Fonnerre and Ventadour, with many other confider- 
able nobility. The duke of Alengon, the marefchal de la Fayette, the lords of 
Gaucour and Mortemar were taken prifoners, . There fell about four thou and of 
the French ; and fixteen hundred of the Englith ; a lofs then efteemed {0 unufual on 
the fide of the victors, that the duke of Bedford prohibited all rejoicings for his 
fuccefs. Verneuil was furrendered next day upon capitulation}, 

Tue condition of the King of France appeared now very terrible, and almo®. 
defperate. He had loft the flower of his army. and the braveit of his nobles in 
this fatal action: He had no refources for recrui ting or ve his troops: He 
wanted money even for his perfonal fubfiftance ; and tho’ all parade of a court 
was banifhed, it was with diff ulty he could keep a able é, fu — with the 
plaineft neceflaries, for himfelf and his few Sliders ; Every day : mequanes him 
intelligence of fome lofs or pes Tako Towns, which were brave ly defend 
were obliged at laft to furrender for want of relief or fupply: He faw his par 
zans. entirely chaced from all the provinces which lay north of the Loire: And he 
expected foon to lofe, by the united efforts of his enemies, all the Sictisiten of 
which he had hitherto continued matter; when an accident happened, which 
faved him on the brink of ruin, and Joft the Enelifh fuch an opportunity for com- 
pleating their conquefts, as they never afterwards. were able to recall. 


Ll- 


JaQueLine, countefs of Hainault and Holland, and heir of thefe provinces, 
had efpoufed John duke of Brabant, coufin german to the duke of Burgundy ; 
but having unhappily made this choice, from the ufual motives-of princes, fhe 
foon fost reafonto-repent her of the unequal alliance. She was a princefs of a maf- 
culine {pirit and uncommon underftanding; thedukeof Brabant was of a fickly con 
piexion and weak mind: She was in the vigour of her age; he had only cote c 
his fifteenth year: Thefe caufes had infpired her with fuch contempt of her huf- 
band, which foon proceeded to antipathy, that fhe determined to break a mar- 
Flage, where, it is probable, nothing but the ceremony had as yet intervened. 


- 


* Hall, fol. 88, 89, 90. Monftrelet, vol. 2. p. 15. Stowe, p. 365. ‘Holingthed, p. 588. 
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The court of Rome was commonly very open to applications of this nature, when 
feconded by power and money ; but as the princefs forefaw great oppofition from 
her hofband’s relations, and was impatient to effect her purpofe, fhe made her 
efcape into England, and threw herfelf under the protection of the duke of Glo- 
cefter. That prince, with many noble qualities, had the defect of being govern- 
ed by an impetuous temper and vehement paffions ; and he was rafhly induced, 
as well by the charms of the countefs herfelf, as by the profpect of pofleffing her 
rich inheritance, to offer himfelfto her as a hufband. ‘Without waiting for a 
papal difpenfation; without endeavouring to reconcile the duke of Burgundy to 
this meafure; he entered into. a contract of marriage with Jaqueline, and imme= 
diately attempted to put himfelf in poffeffion of her dominions. Philip was dif- 
cufted with fo precipitant a conduct: He refented the injury done to the duke of 
Brabant his near relation: He dreaded to have the Englith eftablifhed on all fides 
of him: And he forefaw the confequences, which muft attend the extenfive and 
uncontrouled dominion of that nation, if, before the fuil fertlement of their power, 
they infulted and injured an ally, to whom they had already been fo much ins 
debted, and who was fo neceflary for fupporting them in their farther progrels, 
He encouraged, therefore, the duke of Brabant to make refiftance: He engaged 
many of Jaqueline’s fubjeéts to adhere to that prince: He himfelf marched troops 
to his fupport: And as the duke of Glocefter ftill perfevered in his purpofe, a 
fharp war was fuddenly kindled in the Low-Countries. The quarrel foon be- 
came perfonal as well as political. The Fnglifh prince wrote to the duke of 
Burgundy, complaining of the oppofition made to his pretenfions; and tho’ in 
the main, he employed amicable terms in his letter, he took notice of fome falfe- 
hoods, into which Philip had been betrayed during the courfe of thefe tranfac- 
tions. This unguarded expreffion was highly refented: The dulxe of Burgundy 
inGifted, that he fhould retraé& it: And mutual challenges and defiances pafied 
between them on this oecafion *. 


Tue duke of Bedford could eafily forfee the bad effects of foill-timed and im- 
prudent a quarrel. All the fuccours, which he expected from England, and 
which were fo neceffary in this critical emergence, were intercepted by his bro- _ 
ther, and employed in Holland and Hainault: The forces of the duke of Bur- 
sundy, which he alfo depended on, were diverted by the fame wars: And befides 
this double lofs, he was in imminent danger of alienating for ever that confede- 
rate, whofe friendfhip’was of the utmoft importance to his interefts, and whom 
the late King had injoined him, with his dying breath, to gratify by every mark of 
regard and attachment. He inforced all thefe topics to the duke of Glocelter: He en- 


* Monftrelet, vol, 2..p. lO, 20) 2%. 
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deavoured to mitigate the refentment of the duke of Burgundy: He interpofed 
with his good offices between thefe princes: But he was not fuccefsful in any of 
his endeavours ; and he found, that the impetuofity of his brother’s temper was 
ftill the chief obftacle to all accommodation *, For this reafon, inftead of puth- 
ing the victory gained at Verneiiil, he found himfelf obliged to take a journey 
into England, and to try, by his councils and authority, to moderate the mea- 
lures of the duke of Glocefter. 

TueEre had likewife broke out fome differences among the Englifh miniftry, 
which had proceeded to great extremities, and which required the regent’s prefence 
to compofe them +. The bifhop of Winchefter, to whom the care of the King’s 
perfon and education had been entrufted, was a prelate of great capacity and ex- 
perience, but of an intriguing and dangerous charaéter; and as he afpired to the 
government of affairs, he had continual difputes with his neshew the protector, 
and he gained frequent advantages over the vehement and impolitic temper of 
that prince. The duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliament to re- 
concile them; and thefe rivals were obliged to promife before that afflembly, that 
they would bury all quarrels in obliviont. Time alfo feemed to Open expedi- 
ents for compofing the difference with the duke of Burgundy. The credit of 
that prince had procured a bull from the Pope; by which not only Jaqueline’s 
contract with the duke of Glocefter was annulled; but it was alfo declared, that 
even in cafe of the duke of Brabant’s death, it thould never be lawful for her to 
efpoufe the Englith prince. Humphrey, defpairing of fuccefs, married another 
lady of inferior rank, who had lived fome time with him, as his miftrefs §. The 
duke of Brabant died; and his widow, before fhe could recover poffeffion of her 
dominions, was obliged to declare the duke of Burgundy her heir, in cafe the 
died without children, and to promife never to marry any perfon without his 
confent. But tho’ the affair was thus terminated to the advantage of Philip, it 
left a difagreeable impreffion on his mind : It excited an extreme jealoufy of the En- 
glith; and opened his eyes to his true interefts: And as nothing but his animofi- 
ty againft Charles had engaged him in alliance with them, it counterballanced 
that paffion by another of the fame kind, which in the end became prevalent, 
and brought him back, by degrees, to his natural connexions with his family and 
his native country. 

Asour the fame time, the duke of Brittany began to withdraw himfelf from 
the Englifh alliance. His brother, the count de Richemont, tho’ conneéted by 


* Monftrelet, p. 18. T Stowe, p. 368. Holingthed, P» 590. 
99. Holingthed, p. 593, 594. Polydore Virgil, p. 466. Grafton, p, 
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marriage with the dukes of Burgundy and Be dford, was extremely attached by 
‘aclination to the French intereft ; and he willingly hearkened to all the advances 
which Charles made him for obtaining his friendfhip. The high office of con- 
ftable, vacant by the earl of Buchan’s death, was offered him; and as his mar- 
tial and ambitious tbat afpired to the command of armies, which he had in 
vain attempted to obtain from the duke of Bedford, he not only accepted that 
truft, but brought over his brother to an alliance with the French monarch. The 
new conftable, having made this. one change in his meafures, firmly adhered ever 
after to his ‘ates with France. Tho’ his pride and violence, which would 
admit of no rival in his mafter’s confidence, and even prompted him to affaffinate 


the other favourites, had fo much difgufted Charles, that he once banifhed him the 


court, and refufed to admit him to his prefence, he ftill acted with vigour for 
the fervice of that monarch, and obtained at laft, by his perfeverance, the pardon 
of all his paft offences. 


In this fituation, the duke of Bedford, on his return, found the affairs of France, 
after pafling eight. months in England. ‘The duke of Burgundy. was much dif- 
eufted, The dite of Brittany had entered into engagements with Charles, and 
had done homage to that prince for his dutchy. The French had been allowed 
to recover fee the aftonifhment, into which their frequent difafters had thrown 
them. An incident even happened, which ferved extremely to raife their cou- 
rage. ‘The earl of Warwic had befieged Montargis with a fmall army of 3000 
men; and the place was reduced to: extremity, when the baftard of Orleans une 
dertook to. throw’relief inte it. This general; who was natural fon to. the priace 
affaffinated. by the duke of Burgundy, and who was afterwards created count de 
Dunois, conducted a body of 1600 men to Montargis; and made an attack on 
the enemy’s trenches with fo. much valour, prudence, and coud fortune, that he 
not. only penetrated into the place, but gave a-fevere blow: to the Englith, and — 
obliged Warwic to raife the fiege *: This: was the firft fignal action, which raifed 
the fame of Dunois, and opened him the road to all thofe great honours, which 
he afterwards attained. aa 


- 


Bur the regent, foon after his arrival, revived the credit of the Englifh arms, 
by an important enterprize, which he happily atchieved. ~ He fecretly brought 
together, in feparate detachments, a confiderable army to the frontiers of Brittany; 
and fell fo unexpectedly upan that province, that the duke, unable:to ‘make re- 


fiftance, yielded to all the terms required of him: He renounced the French FY 
hance ; he engaged to: maintain the treaty of Troye; he acknowleged the duke 
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of Bedford for regent of France; and promifed to do homage for his dutchy to 
King Henry *. And the Englith prince, having thus freed himfelf from a dan- 
gerous enemy who lay behind him, refolved on an undertaking, which, if fuc- 
cefsful, would, he hoped, caft the balance between the two nations, and prepare 
the way for the final conqueft of France. 


Tue city of Orleans was fo fituated between the provinces commanded by 


Chap. XX, 
1420, 


1428. 


Heary, and thofe poffefled by Charles, that it opened an eafy entrance to either ; Siege of Ore 
ys I z 


and as the duke of Bedford intended to make a great effort to penetrate into the 
fouth of France, it behoved him to begin with this place, which, in the prefent 
circumitances, was become the moft important in the kingdom. He committed 
the conduct of the enterprize to the earl of Salifbury, who had newly brought 
him over a re-inforcement of 6000 men from England, and who had much di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf, by. his abilities, during the courfe of the prefent wars, Sa- 
litbury, paffing the Loire, made himfelf mafter of feveral fmall places,. which 
furrounded Orleans on that fide +; and as his intentions. were thereby known, 
the French King ufed every expedient to fupply the city with a garrifon and pro- 


-vifions, and enable it to maintain a long and obftinate fiege. The lord of Gaucour, 


a braveand experienced captain,was appointed governor: Many officers of diftin@tion 


threw themfelves into the place: The troops, which they conducted, were enured 
to war, and were determined to make the moft obftinate refiftance: And eve: 


the inhabitants, difciplined by the long continuance of hoftilities, were well qua- 
liGed, in. their own defence, to fecond: the efforts of the moft veteran forces, 
The eyes of all Europe were turned towards this fcene ; where, it was reafonably 
fuppofed, the French were to make their laft ftand for maintaining the indepen- 
dance of their monarchy, and the rights of their fovereign. | 

Tse earl of Salifbury at lalt-approached the place with an army, which-confitted 
only of 10,000. men; and not being able, with fo fmall a force; to invett fo great 
acity, that. commanded a bridge over the Loire, he fationed himfelf onthe fouth- 
ern fide towards Sologne, leaving the other, towards the Béauffe, {till open to th 
enemy. ..fle there’ attacked the fortifcations, which guarded the entry tothe 
bridge; and: after an. obftinate refiftamce, he carried feveral of thom: But was 
himfelf killed by acannon bull as he was taking a view of the enemy 
of Suffolk fucceeded-to. the command ; and bei ig re-intorced with great-numbers 


} 


of Englifh and Burgundians, he paffed the river with the main body. .of “his ar- 
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Suffolk, who found it difficult, in that feafon, to throw up intrenchments all around, 
contented himfelf, for the prefent, with erecting redoubts at different diftances, 
where his men were lodged in fafety, and were ready to intercept the fupplies, 
which the enemy might attempt Co throw into the place. Tho’ he had feveral 
pieces of artillery in his camp, (and this is the firft fege in Europe, where cannon 
were found to be of importance) the art of engineering was hitherto fo imperfect, 
that Suffolk trufted more to famine than force for fubduing the city s and he 
propofed in the fpring to render the circumvallation more compleat, by drawing 
‘ntrenchments from one redoubt to another. Numberlefs feats of valour were 
performed both by the befiegers and betieged during this winter: Bold fallies 
were made, and repulfed with equal boldnefs : Convoys were fometimes introduced 
arid often intercepted: The fupplies were {till unequal to the confumption of the 
place: And the Englifh feemed daily, tho’ flowly, to be advancing towards the 


completion of their enterprize. 


* 


Bur while they lay in this fituation, the French parties ravaged all the country 
around; and the befiegers, who were obliged to draw their provifions from a dif- 


tance, were themfelves expofed to the danger of want and famine. Sir John — 


Faftolffe was bringing up a large convoy, of every kind of ftores, which he ef- 
corted with a detachment of 2,500 men; when he was attacked by a body of 4000 
French, under the command of the counts of Clermont.and Dunois.  Faftolffe 
drew up behind his waggons; but the French generals, cautious of attacking 
him in that pofture, planted a battery of cannon againft him, which threw every 
thing into confufion, and would have enfured them the victory ; had not the im- 
patience of fome Scots troops, who broke the line of battle, brought on an en- 
eagement, in which Faftolffe was victorious. The count de Dunois was wounded ; 
and above 500 French were left on the field of battle. This action, which was 
of great importance in the prefent conjunéture, was commonly called the battle 
of Herrings, becaufe the convoy brought a great quantity of that kind of pro- 
vifions, for the ufe of the Englifh army during the Lent feafon *. 

Cartes feemed now to have but one expedient for faving this city, which had 
been fo long invefted. The duke of Orleans, who was flill prifoner in Eng- 
Jand, prevailed on the protector aad the council to confent, that all his de- 
mefnes fhould be allowed to preferve a neutrality during the war, and fhould be 
fequeftered, for greater fecurity, into the hands of the duke of Burgundy. This 
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prince, who was much lefs cordial in the Englifh interefts than formerly, went to 
Paris, and made the propofal to the duke of Bedford; but the regent replied 
very coldly, that he was not of a humour to beit the bufhes, while others ran 
away with the game: An an{fwer, which fo much difgufted the duke, that he re- 
called all the troops of Burgundy, that acted in the fiege *, The place, how- 
ever, was every day more and more clofely invefted by the Englith: Great fcar- 
city began already to be felt by the garrifon and inhabitants - Charles, in defpair 
of collecting an army, which fhould dare to approach the enemy’s entrenchments, 
not only gave the city for loft, but began to entertain a very difmal profpe& with 
regard to the general ftate of his affairs. He faw that the country, in which he 
had hitherto, with great difficulty, fubfifted, would be laid entirely open to the 
invafion of a powerful and victorious enemy ; and he talked already of retiring 
with the remains of his forces into Languedoc and Dauphiny, and of defending 
himfelf as long as poffible in that diftant quarter. But it was fortunate for this 


good prince, that he lay under the dominion of women; and that the women, © 


_ Whom he confulted, had the fpirit to fupport his finking refolutions in this def- 


perate extremity. Mary of Anjou, his Queen, aprincefs of great merit and 
prudence, vehemently oppofed this meafure, which, fhe forefaw, would dit 
courage all his partizans, and ferve as a general fignal for deferting a prince, who 
feemed himfelf to defpair of fuccefs, His miftrefs too, the fair Agnes Sorel, 
who lived in entire amity with the Queen, feconded all her remonftrances, and 
threatened, that, if he thus pufillanimoufly threw away the fcepter of France, 
fhe would feek in the court of England a fortune more correfpondent to her withes. 
Love was able to rouze in the breaft of Charles that courage, which ambition 
had failed to excite: He refolved to difpute every inch of ground with an Impe- 
rious enemy; and rather to perifh with honour in the midft of his friends than 
yield inglorioufly to his bad fortune: When relief was unexpectedly broughe 
him by another female of a very different character, who gave rife to one of the 
moft fingular revolutions, that is to be met with in hiftory. 


In the village of Domremi_ near Vaucouleurs, on the borders of Lorraine, 7 


he maid of 


there lived a country girl of twenty-feven years of age, called Joan d’Arc, who Orleans. 


was fervant in a fmall inn, and who in that ftation had been accuftomed to tend 
the horfes of the guefts, to ride them without a faddle to the watering- place, 
and to perform other offices, which, in well-frequented inns, commonly fall ta 
to the fhare of the men fervants +. This girl was of an irreproachable life, and 
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bad not hitherto been remarked for any fingularity ; whether that fhe had met 
with no occafion to excite her genius, or that the unfkilful eyes of thofe, who 
converfed with her, had not been able to difcern her uncommon metit, It is 
éafy to imagine, that the prefent fituation of France was an interefting object 
even to perfons of the loweft rank, and would become the frequent fubject of their 
converfation : A young prince, expelled his native throne, by the fedition of 
fubjects and by the arms of ftrangers, could not fail to move the compaffion of 
all his people, whofe hearts were uncorrupted ‘by faction ; and the peculiar cha- 
-aéter of Charles, fo ftrongly inclined to friendfhip and the tender paffions, na- 
curally rendered him the hero of that fex, whofe generous minds know no bounds 
“ny their afe@tions. The fiege of Orleans, the progrets of the Englifh before that 
place, the great diftrefs of the garrifon and inhabitants, the importance of faving 
the city and its brave defenders, had turned thither the eyes of all the world; 
and Joan, inflamed by the general fentiment, was feized with a wild defire of 
brineing relief to her fovereign in his prefent diftreffes. Her unexperienced 
nind, working day and night on this favourite object, miftook the-impulfes of 
her paffion for heavenly mfpirations 5 and the fancied, that fhe faw vifions and 
heard voices, exhorting her to re-eftablith the throne of France, and to expel the 


foreign ‘avaders. An uncommon intrepidity of temper made her overlook ail 


the dangers, which might attend her in fuch a path ; and thinking herfelf def- 


tined by heaven to this office, the threw afide that bafhfulnefs and timidity, which 
would naturally adhere to her fex, her years, and her low ftation. She went to 
Baudricourt, governor of Vaucouleurs ; procured admiffion to him; informed 
him of her infpirations and intentions ; and conjured him not to neglect the 
voice of God, who fpoke thro’ her, but to fecond thofe heavenly revelations, 
which impelled her to this glorious enterprize, Baudricourt treated her at firft with 
fome neglect ; but on her frequent returns to him, and importunate follicitations, 


he began to remark fomething extraordinary in the maid, and was inclined, at- 


all hazards, to make fo eafy anexperiment. Iris uncertain, whether this gentle- 
man had difeernment enough to perceive, that great ufe might be made with 
the vulgar of fo uncommon an engine ; or, what is more likely in that credulous 
age, was himfelf a convert to this vifionary: But he adopted at laft the fcheme 
of Joan; and he gave her fome attendants, who conducted her to-the French 
court, which at that time refided at Chinon. 

Ir is the bufinefs of hiftory to diftinguifh between the miraculous and the 
marvellous, to rejeét the firft in all. narrations merely profane and human; to 
feruple the fecond ; and when obliged by undoubted tcftimony, as in the prefent 
eafe, to admit of fomething extraordinary, to receive as little of it as is con- 
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fiftent with the known facts and circumftances. Tt is pretended, that Joan, im- Chap. XxX, 


mediately on her admiffion, knew the King, tho’ fhe had never feen his face be- 
fore, and tho’ he purpofely kept himfelf in the crowd of courtiers, and had 
laid afide every thing in his drefs and apparel, which might diftinguith him : 
That fhe offered him, in the name of the fupreme Creator, ‘to raife the fiege of 
Orleans, and conduct him to Rheims to be there crowned and anointed ; and on 
his expreffing fome doubts of her miffion, revealed to him, before fome {worn 
confidents, a fecret, which was unknown to all the world but himfelf, and 
which nothing but a heavenly infpiration could difcover to her: And that fhe 
demanded, as the inftrument of her future victories, a particular fword, which 
was kept in the church of St. Catharine de Pierbois, and which, tho’ the had 
never feen it, the defcribed by all its marks, and by the place in which it had 
Jong been laid and neglected *, This is certain, that all thefe miraculous ftories 
were {pread abroad, in order to catch the vulgar. The more the King and his 
minilters were determined to give into the illufion, the more fcruples they pre- 
tended. An afflembly of grave doétors and theologians Cautioufly examined 
Joan’s miffion, and pronounced it undoubted and fupernatural. She was fent te 
the parliament, then refiding at Poiétiers ; and was interrogated before that af- 
fembly: The prefidents, the counfellors, who came perfuaded of her impofture, 
went away convinced of her infpiration. A ray of hope began to break thro’ that 
defpair, in which the minds of all men were before enveloped. Heaven had now 
declared itfelf in favour. of France, and had laid bare its Out-{iretched arm to 
take vengeance.on. her invaders. Few could diftinguifh between the im pulfe of 
inclination and the force of conviction ; and none would fubmit to the trouble of 
fo difagreeable a fcrutiny. 

Arter thefe artificial precautions and preparations had been for fome time 
employed, Joan’s requefts were at laft complied with : She was armed cap-apec, 
mounted on horfeback, and fhown in that martial habiliment before the whole 
people, Her dexterity in managing her fteed, tho’ acquired in her former occu- 
pation, was regarded as a new proof of her miffion; and the was received with 
the loudeft acclamations by the {pectators. Her former occupation was even 
denied: She was no longer the fervant of an inn: She was converted ‘into a 
fhepherdefs, an employment much more agreeable to the imagination. To ren- 
der her ftill more interefting, near-ten years were fubftracted from her age; and 
all the fentiments of love and of chivalry, were thus united to thofe of en- 
thufiafm, in order to inflame the fond fancy of the people with prepoffeffions 
in her favour. 

| * Hall, fol.107. Holingthed, p. 600. 
x WHEN 


pee 


Vou. If. 


1429. 


oak 








a gth April. 


4th May. 


we 


338 HIGSY ORY oF ENG LIAN D. 


Wuew the éhgine was thus dreffed up in full {plerdor, it’ was itime to eflay 
its force againft the enemy. Joan was fent to Blois, where a large’ convoy 
was prepared for the fupp'y of Orleans, and an army of ten thoufand men, under 
the command of St. Severe, afiembled to efcort it. She ordered all the foldiers to 
confefs themfelves before they fet out on the enterprize: She banifhed \from 
the camp all women ol bad fame : She difplayed in her hands a confecrated ban- 
ner ; where the Supreme Being was reprefented; grafping the globe of earth, and 
furrounded with Flower de Lwuces. “A nd fhe infifted, in right of her prophetic 
mifion, that the convoy fhould enter Orleans, by the direct road from the fide 
of Beaufle:; but the count de Dunots, uawilling to fubmit the rules.of the mili- 


tary art to her infpirations, ordered it to approach by the other fide of the river,. 


where, he knew, the weakeft part of the Englifh army was flationed. 


Previous to this attempt, the maidshad wrote to the regent and to the Eng- 
lith generals before Orleans, .commanding them, in the name of the omnipotent 
Creator, by whom fhe was commiffioned, immediately to raife the fiege and to 
evacuate France; and menacing them with divine vengeance in’ cafe of their dif- 
obedience. All the Englith affected to-fpeak with derifion of the Maid and of 
her heavenly commiffion ; and faid; that the French King was now indeed ré- 
duced toa forry pafs, when he had recourfe to fuch ridiculous-expedients : But 
they felt their imagination fecretly ftruck with the vehement perfuafion, which 
prevailed in all around them 5 and they waited with an anxious expeétation, not 
unmixed withhorror, for the iffue of thefe extraordinary preparations. ) 


As the convoy approached the river, a fally was made by the garrifon on th 
fide of Beaufle, to prevent the Englith general from fending any detachment to 


the other fide: The provifions were peaceably embarked in boats, which the 


inhabitants of Orleans had fent to receive tem: The maid covered with her 


troops the embarkation : Suffolk ventured not to attack her : And the French 


general carried back the army in fafety to Blois ; an alteration of affairs, which 


was already vifible to all the world, and which had a proportional effect on the 
minds of both parties. 


Tir Maid entered the town of Orleans, arrayed 4n her military garb, and 
difplaying her confecrated ftandard ; and was received, asa celeftial deliverer, 
by all the inhabitants. They now believed themlelves invincible under her 
facred influence; and Dunois himfelf, perceiving fuch a mighty alteration both 
in friends and foes, confented, that the next convoy, which was expected in a. 


few days, fhould enter by the fide of Beaufle. The convoy approached : No © 


fign of refiftance appeared in the befiggers : The waggons and troops paffed 


without 


* 
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without interruption between the redoubts of the Englith: A dead filence and Chap. XX. 
altonifhment reigned among thofe troops, formerly fo elated with victory, and org 
fo fierce for the combat. 

Tue earl of Suffolk was in a Gtuation very unufual and extraordinary ; and 
which might well confound the man of the greateft capacity and firmeft. temper. 

Tie faw his troops overawed, and ftrongly imprefied with the idea of a divine in- 
fluence, accompanying the Maid. Inftead of banifhing thefe vain terrors by 

hurry and adtion and war, he waited till the foldiers thould recover from the pa- 

nic ; and he thereby gave leizure for thefe prepofieffions-to fink fil! deeper into 
their minds. ‘The military maxims, which are prudent in common cafes, deceived 

him in thefe unaccountable events. The Englith felt their courage daunted 
and overwhelmed ; and thence inferred a divine vengeance hanging over them. 
The French drew the fame inference from an inactivity fo new and unexpeded. 
Every circumftance was now reverfed in the opinions of men, on which all de- 
pends: The fpirit, refulting from a long courfe of uninterrupted : fuccefs, was 
on a fudden transferred from the victors to the vanquithed. 

Tue Maid called aloud, that the garrifon thould remain no longer.on the de. 
fenfive ; and fhe promifed her followers the affiftance of heaven in attacking thofe 
redoubts of the enemy, which had fo long kept them in awe, and which they had 
never hitherto dared to infulr. The generals feconded her ardor: An attack 
was made on one redoubt, and it proved fuccefsful *: All the Englith; who de- 

fended the entrenchments, were~put to the fword or taken prifoners: And Sir 
John Talbot himfelf, who had drawn together, from the other redeubts, fome 
troops to bring them relief, dared not to appear in the open field again{t fo for- 
midable an enemy. 


Norsine feemed impoffible after this fuccefs to the Maid and her enthufiaftic 
votaries. She urged the generals to attack the main body of the Enelifhrin their 
entrenchments : But Dunois, ftill unwilling to hazard the fate of France by too 
great temerity, and fenfible that the leaft reverfe of fortune would make al] the 
prefent vifions evaporate, and reftore every thing to its former condition, checked 
her vehemence, and propofed to her, firft to expel the enemy from their forts 
on the other fide of the river, and thus lay the communication with the country 
entirely open, before fhe attempted any more hazardous enterprize. Joan was 
perfuaded, and thefe forts were vigoroufly affailed. In one attack the French 
were repulfed ; the Maid was left almoft alone; fhe wag obliged to retreat, 
and join the runaways; but difplaying her facred ftandard, and animating them 
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her gefture:, her exhortations, fhe led them back to the 
1 the Engith in their entrenchments. In the attack of 
another fort, fhe was wounded in he neck with an arrow; fhe retreated a mo- 
ment behind the affailants; fhe pulled: out the arrow with her own hands ; fhe 
ad the wound quickly dre (fed; ard fhe haftened back to head the troops, and 
so plant her victorious banner on tre ramparts of the enemy. 


-\ 


with her countenance, 


By all thefe fuccefles, the Enelith were entirely chaced from their forti-. 
ee ¥ 


cations on that fide: They had loft above fix thoufand men in thefe different 
actions; and what was ftill moreimportant, their wonted courage and confi- 


dence was wholly gone, and had given place to amazement and defpair. *The 


Maid returned triumphant over the bridge, and was again received as the guar- 
dian angel of the city. After perfrming fuch miracles, fhe convinced the moft 
obdurate incredulity of her divine niffion : Men felt themfelves animated as by a 


fuperior energy, and thought notiing impoffible to that divine hand, which fo. 


vifibly conduéted them. It was n vain even for the Englith generals to oppofe 
with their foldiers the prevailing opinion of fupernatural influence: They them- 


{elves were probably moved by tle fame belief : The utmoft they dared to ad- 


yance, was, that Joan was. not ai inftrument of God; fhe was only the imple- 


ment of the Devil : But as the Englifh had felt, to their fad experience, that 
the Devil might be allowed fometimes to prevail, they derived not much confo-. 


lation from the enforcing of this opinion. 


Ir might prove extremely dangeous for Suffolk, with fuch intimidated troops,, 


to remain any. longer in the prefen:e of fuch a courageous and victorious enemy ; 
and he therefore raifed the fiege, and retreated with all the precautions ima- 


ginable. The French refolved to puth their conquefts, and to allow the Eing= 


lith no-leizure to recover from their confternation. ~Charles formed a body of 
fix thoufand men, and fent them to attack Jergeau, whither Suffolk. had retired 
with a detachment of his army. The fiege lafted ten days; and the place was 


obftinately defended. Joan difpliyed her wonted intrepidity on this occafion.. 
‘She defcended into the foffee, ir leading the attack; and fhe there received a 


blow ‘on the head with a.ftone, by which fhe was. confounded and beat to the 


ground: But fhe foon recovered herfelf ; and in the end rendered-the affault” 


fuccefsful :-Suffelk was obliged tc yield himfelf prifoner to a Frenchman. called: 
Renaud ;. but before he fubmitted, he afked his adverfary, whether he was agen 
tleman. On receiving a fatisfaGory anfwer, he demanded, whether he was a 
knight. Renaud ‘replied, that de had not yet attained that honour. Then 1 
make you. one, replied Suffolk ; Jpon which, he gave him the blow with his. 
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fword, which dubbed him into that fraternity ; and he immediately furrendered 
himfelf his prifoner. 
Tue remainder of the Englifh army was commanded by Faftolfe, Scales and 


Talbot, who: thought of nothing but of making their rettréat,  as*foon ‘as poffible, 


into a place of fafety ; while the French efteemed the overtaking them equivalent 
to a victory.’ So much had the events, which. pafled before’ Orleans, altéred 
every thing between ‘the two nations! The vanguard ‘of the French undér Kaid- 
trailles attacked the rear of the enemy at the village of Patay.”’ The battle latted 
not a moment: The Englifh were difcomfited and fled ; The brave Faftolfe him- 
{elf fhowed the example of flight to his troops ; and the order of the carter was 
taken from him, as a punifhment for this inftance of cowardice *, “Two thou- 


‘fand men were killed in this action ; and both Talbot and Seales taken prifoners. 


In the account of all! thefe fuccefles, the French writers, to magnify the won- 
der, reprefent the Maid (who was now known by the appellation of the niaid of 
Orleans) as not only active in the combats, but as performing the office of oene- 
ral; directing the troops, conducting the military operations, and {waying the 
deliberations in all councils of war. It is certain, that the policy of the French 
court endeavoured to maintain this appearance with the ‘publte > But ‘it is much 
more probable, that ‘Dunois and the wifer commanders prompted her in all her 
meafures, than that a country girl, without experience or education;. could, on 
a fudden, become expert in a. profeffion, which requires more eenius. and Capa- 
city, than any other a¢tive fcene of life. It is fufficient praile, that fhe could 
diftinguith the perfors on whofe judgment fhe might rely ; that the could feize 


their hints and fugeeftions, and, on a fudden, deliver their opinion as her own ; and. 


that fhe could curb, on occafion, that vifionary and enthufiaftic {pirit, with 
which fhe was undoubtedly actuated, and could temper it with prudence and 
difcretion, 

Tue ‘raifing of the fiege of Orleans’ was one part of the Maid’s promife to 
Charles: The crowning’ him at Rheims was the other: And fhe now infifted 
vehemently, that he fhould forthwith fet out on that enterprize. A few weeks 
before, fuch a propofal would have appeared the moft extravagant in the world. 
Rheims lay in a diftant quarter of the kingdom; was then in the hands of a 
victorious enemy ; the whole road, which led to it, ‘was occupied by their oar 
rifons ; and no-imagination could be fo fanguihe as to think, that fuch an at- 


tempt. could fo feon come within the bounds of poffibility, . But as it was exe: 
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Chap. XX. tremely the iatere{ of Charles to maintaia the belief of ;fomething. extraordinary 
14.29. - 


Baa Higiae ty thele events, and, 0 avail himfelf of the prefent confternation 
of the Englith ; he refolved to.follow the exhortations of his warlike prophetefs, 
and to lead his army upon this promifing adyenture. . .Flitherto, he, had kept 
remote from the fcene of war: As the fafety of the ftate depended entirely upon 
his perfon, he had been perfuaded to reftrain. his military ardour: But obfery- 
ing this profperous turn of affairs, he now determined to appear at the head of 
his armies, and to fet the example of valour to all his foldiers, And the French 
nobility faw at once their young fovereign afluming a new and more brilliant 
character, feconded by fortune, -and conducted by the hand of heaven ; and they 
caught frefh zeal to exert-themfelves in replacing him on the throne of his an- 
ceftors. 


The King of Cuarces fet out for Rheims at the head of twelve thoufand men: He pafied 
wider ia ee by Troye, which opened its gates to him : Chalons imitated the example: Rheims 
fent him a deputation with its keys before his approach to it: And he fcarce per- 
ceived, ashe paffed along, that he .was marching thro’ an .encmy’s. country. 
17th July, . Lhe ceremony of his coronation was here performed * with the holy, oil, which,a 
pigeon had brought to King Clovis from heaven, -on the firft eftablifament, of the 
French monarchy : The maid of Orleans ftood by his.fide, in compleat armour, 
and difplaying her facred banner, which had fo often diffipated and confounded 
his fierceft enemies : And the people fhouted with the “molt unfeigned joy, on 
“viewing fuch a complication of wonders... After the completion of the ceremony, 
the Maid threw herfelf at the King’s feet, embraced his knees, and with a food 
of tears, which pleafare and tendernefs extorted from her, fhe congratulated him 
on this fingular and marvellous event. . 
Cuarzes, thus crowned and anointed, became more venerable in the eyes of 
all his fubjects, and feemed, in a manner, to receive anew, from a heavenly 
commiffion, his. title to their allegiance. The inclinations: of. men fwaying their 
belief, no one doubted of the infpirations and prophetic fpirit of the Maid ; So many 
incidents, which. paffed all human comprehentfion, left little room to queftion a 
fuperior influence: And the real and: undoubted facts gave credit to every. €x- 
ageeration, which could fcarce be rendered more wonderful. Laon, Soiflons, 
Chateay-Thierri, Provins, and many other towns and fortrefles in that. neigh- 
bourhood, immediately after Charles’s coronation, fubmitted to him on the -firlt - 


~{ummons ; and’ the whole nation was difpofed to give him the moft zealous reff. 
monies of their duty and affection. 


: * Monffrelet, vol. z. p. 43, 
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Notuine can imprefs us with a higher idea of the wifdom, addrefs} ahd re- Chap. XX. 
folution of the duke of Bedford, than: his being able’ to maintain himflf in fo Mere 
‘perilous a fituation, and to preferve fome footing in France, after the defe&tion of the dake of 
fo many places, and anidft the univerfal inclination of the reft to imitate that Bedford: 
contagious example. This prince feemed prefent every where by his vigilance 
and forefight: He employed each refource, which fortune had yet left him: He 
held all the Englith garrifons ina pofture of defence: He kept a watchful eye 
Over every attempt among the French towards an infurre€tion: He retained the 
Parifians in obedience, by employing alternately carefits and feverity : And know- 
ing that the duke of Burgundy was already wavering in his fidelity, he acted 
with fo much fkill and prudence, as to renew, in this dangerous crifis, an al- 
‘iance, which was fo important to the credit and fupport of the Englifh govern- 
ment. 


Tue fmall fupplies which he received from England fet the talents of this creat 
‘man in fll a ftronger light. The ardour of the Englifh for foreign conquefts 
was now extremely abated by time and reflection: The parliament feems even to. 
have become fenfible of the danger, which might attend their farther prosrefs : 
No fupply of money could*be obtained by the regent during his ecreateft dif- 
treffles ; and men inlifted flowly under his ftandard, or foon deferted, by reafon 
of the wonderful accounts, which had reached Eineland, of the magic, and for- 
cery, and diabolical power of the maid of Orleans *. It happened fortunately, 
in this emergency, that the bifhop of Winchefter, now created a cardinal, landed 
at Calais with a body of 5000 men, which he was conducting into Bohemia, on 
acroifade againft the Huffites. He was perfuaded to lend thefe troops to his 
nephew during the prefent difficulties +; and the regent was thereby enabled to 
take the field, and'to oppofe the French King, who was advancing with his ar- 
my to the gates of Paris. 

THE extraordinary capacity of the duke of Bedford appeared alfo in his military 
operations. Fle attempted to reftoré the courage of his troops by boldly advanc- 
ing to the face of the enemy ; but-he chofe his pofts with fo much caution, as al- 
Ways to decline a combat, and to render it impoffible for Charles to attack him, 
He {till attended that prince in all his movements; covered his own towns and 
garrifons; and kept himfelf in a pofture to reap advantage from every impru- 
dence or falfe ftep of the enemy. The French army, which confifted moftly 
of voluntiers, who ferved at their own expence, foon after retired and. was dif- 
folved: Charles went to Bourges, the ordinary place of his refidence; but not 
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till he had made-himfelf mafter of Compiegne, Beauvais, Senlis, Sens, Laval, 
Laegni, ‘St. Denis, and of many places in the neighbourhood of Paris, which the 


affections of the people had put into his hands. 


Tue regent endeavoured to revive the declining ftate, of his affairs, by bring. 
ing over the young King of England, and having him crowned and acknow- 


ledged King of France at Paris *. . All the vaffals of the crowns who lived with- - 


in the provinces poflefied by the Englifh, fwore anew allegiance and did ho- 
mage to him. But this ceremony was cold and infipid in comparifon of the eclat 
which had attended the coronation of Charles at Rheims ; and the duke of Bed- 
ford expected more effect from an accident, which put into his hands the perfon, 


who had been the author of all his calamities. 


Tue maid of Orleans, after the coronation of Charles, declared to the count 
de Dunois, that her wifhes were now fatished, and that fhe had no farther de- 


Gre than to return to her former condition, and to the occupations and courie of | 


life, which became her fex: But that nobleman, fenfible of the mighty advan- 


tages, which might ftil] be reaped from her prefence in the army, exhorted her to: 


perfevere, till, by the final expulfion of the Englifh, the had brought all her pros 
phecies to their full completion. In purfuance of this advice, fhe threw herfelf 
snto the town of Compiegne, which was at that time befieged by the duke of 
Burgundy, affifted by the earls of Arundel and Suffolk; and the garrifon on her 
appearance believed themfelves thenceforth invincible. But their joy was of fhort 


duration. The Maid, next day after her arrival, headed a fally upon the quar-— 


ters of John de Luxembourg ; fhe twice drove the enemy from their entrench- 
ments; finding their numbers to encreafe every moment, fhe ordered a retreat ; 
when hard preffed by the purfuers, fhe turned upon them, and made them again 
recoil: but being here deferted by her friends, and furrounded by the enemy, 
fhe was at laft, after exerting the utmoft valour, taken prifoner by the Burgun- 
dians +. The common opinion was, that the French officers, finding the merit 
of every victory afcribed to her, had, in’envy to her renown, by which they 
themfelves were fo much eclipfed, willingly expofed her to this fatal aceident. 


Tue envy of her friends on this occafion was not a greater proof of her merit 
than the triumph of her enemies. A complete victory would not have given 
more joy to the Englith and their partizans. The fervice of te deum, which has 
fo often been prophaned by princes, was publickly celebrated on this fortunate 
event at Paris. The duke of Bedford fancied, that, by the captivity of that ex- 
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traordinary woman, who had blafted all his fucceffes, he would avain recover his 
former afcendant over France; and to puth farther the prefent advantage, he pur- 
chafed the captive from John de Luxembourg, and’formed a profecution againft 
her, which, whether it proceeded from vengeance or policy, was equally barba- 
rous, and difhonourable. 


THerz was no poffible reafon, why Joan fhould not be regarded as a prifo- 
ner of war, and be entitled to all the courtefy and good ufage, which civilized 
Nations practife towards enemies on thefe occafions. She had never, in her mili» 
fary capacity, forfeited, by any act of treachery or cruelty, her claim to that 
treatment: She was unftained with any civil crime : Even the virtues and the very 
decorums of her fex had ever been rigidly obferved by her *; And tho’ her ap- 
pearing in war, and leading armies to battle, may feem an exception, the had 
thereby performed fuch fignal fervice to her prince, that fhe had abundantly com- 
pentated for this irregularity ; and was even, on that very account, the more an 
object of praife and admiration. It was neceflary, therefore, for the duke of 
Bedford to intereft religion fome way in the profecution ; and to cover under that 
cloak his flagrant violation of juftice and humanity. 

Tue bifhop of Beauvais, a man wholly devoted to the Englihh jatereft, pre- 
fented a petition againft Joan, on pretence that fhe was taken within the bounds 
of his diocefe, and he defired to have her tried by an ecclefiaftical court for for- 
cery, impiety, idolatry and magic :»The univerfity of Paris was fo mean as to 
join in the fame requeft : Several prelates, among whom the cardinal of Winche- 
{ter was the only Englifhman, were appointed her judges: They held their court 
in Rouen, where the young King of England then refided : And the maid, cloath- 
ed in her former military apparel, but loaded with irons, was produced before 
this tribunal. 

SHE firft defired to be eafed of her chains: Her judges anfwered that fhe had 
once already attempted an efcape by throwing herfelf from a tower: She confef- 
fed the faét, maintained the juftice of her intention, and owned, that, if fhe 
could, the would ftill execute that purpofe. All her other fpeeches fhowed the 
fame firmnefs and intrepidity : Tho” harraffed with interrogatories, during near the 


* We tearn from her trial.in Pafquier, that when accufed of having put to death Franquet d’Arras 
her prifoner, the juftified herfelf by faying, that he was a known robber, and lay under fentence of 
death by a civil magiitrate. She was fo careful of obferving decorums, that, when fhe was in any 
town or garrifon, fhe always went to bed with fome women of charaéter in the place: When in the 


‘camp, fhe lay in armour, and always had one of her brothers on each fide of her, ‘The Englifh never 
veproached her with any thing in regard to her morals. 
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courfe of four months, fhe never betrayed any weaknefs or womanifh fubmiffion , 
and no advantage was gained over her. The point, which her judges puthed 
moft vehemently, was her vifions and revelations and intercourfe with departed 
faints; and they afked her, whether the would fubmit to the church the truth of 
thefe infpirations : She replied, that fhe would fubmit them to God, the fountain 
of truth. ‘They then exclaimed, that fhe was a heretic, and denied the authori- 
ty of the church. She appealed to the Pope: They rejected her appeal. 

Tuey afked her, why fhe put truft in her ftandard, which had been confe- 
crated by magical incantations : She replied, that fhe put truft in the Supreme 
Being alone, whofe image was imprefled upon it. They demanded, why fhe 
carried in her hand that ftandard at the anointment and coronation of Charles at 
Rheims: She anfwered, that the perfon, who had fhared the danger, was enti- 
tled to fhare the glory. . When accufed of going to war contrary to the decorums 
of her fex, and of affluming government and command over men; fhe fcrupled 
not to reply, that her fole purpofe was to defeat the Englifh, and to expel them 
from the kingdom of France. In the iffue, fhe was condemned for all the crimes 
of which fhe had been accufed, aggravated by herefy; her revelations were de- 
clared to be inventions of the devil to delude the people; and fhe was fentenced 
to be delivered over to the fecular arm. 


_ Joan, fo long furrounded by inveterate enemies, who treated her with every 
mark of contumely ; brow-beaten and overawed by men of fuperior rank, and 
sien invefted with the enfigns of a facred character, which fhe had been accuf- 
tomed to revere; felt her fpirit at laft fubdued, and thofe vifionary dreams of 
infpiration, in which fhe had been buoyed up by the triumphs of fuccefs and the 
applaufes of her own party, gave way to the terrors of that punifhment to which 
fhe was fentenced. She publickly declared herfelf willing to recant ; fhe acknow- 
ledged the illufion of thofe revelations which the church had rejected ; and the 
promifed never more to maintain them. Her fentence was then mitigated : She 


was condemned to perpetual imprifonment, and.to be fed during life on bread 
and water. 


Enavcn was now done to fulfill all political views, and to convince both the 
French and the Englith, that the opinion of divine influence, which had fo much 
encouraged the one and daunted the other, was entirely without foundation. 
But the barbarous vengeance of Joan’s enemies was not fatisfied with this victo-. 
ry. Sufpecting, that the female drefs, which fhe had now confented to wears. 
was difagreeable to her, they purpofely placed in her apartment a fuit of man’s 
apparel ; and watched for the effect of that temptation upon her. On the fight 
of a drefs, in which fhe had acquired fo much renown, and which, fhe once 

| 2 believed, 


alata, ~ 
* ° - » . 


~~ 
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believed, fhe wore by the particular appointment of heaven, all her former ideas Chap. XX 
and paffions revived; and fhe ventured in her folitude to cloath herfelf again in 143th 
the forbidden garment, Hier infidious enemies caught her in that fituation: Her 

fault was interpreted to be no lefs than a relapfe into herefy: No recantation 

would now fuffice, and no pardon could be granted her. She was condemned 

to be burned in the market place of Rotien; and the infamous fentence was ac-. _ 
cordingly executed. This admirable heroine, to whom the more generous Saige 
peritition of the antients would have erected altars, was, on pretence of he-Orleans. — 
rely and magic, delivered over alive to the flames, and expiated by that dread- pes nne 
ful punifhment the fignal fervices, which fhe had rendered to her prince and to her 

native country. 


Tue affairs of the Englith, far from being advanced by this execution, went = 1432 
every day more and more to decay :.The great abilities of the regent were un- | 
able to refift the ftrong inclination, which had feized the French to return under 
the obedience of their rightful fovereign, and which that aét of cruelty was ill 
fitted to remove. Chartres was furprized by a ftratagem of the count de Du- 
nois : A body of the Englifh, under lord Willoughby, was defeated at St. Ce- 
lerin upon the Sarte * : The fair in the fuburbs of Caen, feated in the midtt of 
the Englifh territories, was pillaged by de Lore, a French captain of reputation: 

The duke of Bedford himfelf was obliged by Dunois to raife the fiege of Lagni 
with fome difhonour: And all thefe misfortunes, tho’ light, yet being continued 
and uninterrupted, brought difcredit to-the Englifh,, and menaced them with an 
approaching lofs of all their conquefts, But the chief detriment, which the re- 
gent fuftained, was by the death of his dutchefs, who had hitherto preferved 
fome appearance of friendfhip between him and her brother, the duke of Bur- 
gundy |: And his marriage foon afterwards, with Jaqueline of Luxembourg, was 
the beginning of a breach between them}. Philip complained, that the regent 
had-never had the civility to inform him of his intentions, and that fo fudden a 
marriage was a flight on his fifter’s memory. The cardinal of Winchefter medi-~ 
ated a reconciliation between thefe princes, and brought them both to St. Omers 
for that purpofe. The duke of Bedford here expected the firft vifit both as he 
was fon, brother, and uncle to a King, and becaufe he had already made fich ad- 
vances as to come into the duke of Burgundy’s territories, in order to have an 
interview with him: But Philip, proud of his great power and independant do-. 
minions, refufed to pay this compliment to the Regent: And the two princes, 
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unable to adjuft the ceremonial, parted without feeing each other ne A very bad 
prognoftic of their cordial ‘ntentions to renew paft friendfhip and amity ! 

Noruiné could be more repugnant to the interetts of the houfe of Burgundy,. 
than to unite the crowns of France and England on the fame heads an event, 
which, had it taken place, would have reduced the duke to the.rank of a petty 
prince, and have rendered his Gituation entirely dependant and precarious. The: 
title alfo to the crown of France, which, after-the failure of the elder branches,, 
might accrue to the duke or his pofterity, had been facrificed by the treaty of 
Troye; and ftrangers and enemies were thereby irrevocably hxed upon-the throne. 
Revenge alone had carried. Philip into thefe impolitic meafures 5. and a point of 
honour had hitherto induced him to maintain them. Butas it is the nature of 
paffion gradually to decay; while the fenfe of intereft maintains an eternal _ 
influence and authority ; the duke had;. for fome years, appeared fenfibly to re- 
lent in his animofity againft Charles, and to hearken willingly to the apologies: 
made by that prince for the murder of the late duke of Burgundy. His extreme 
youth was pleaded in his favour; his incapacity to judge for himfelf; the afcen- 
dant gained over hira by his minifters and his inability to refent a deed, which, 
without his knowlege, had been perpetrated by thofe under whofe guidance he 
was then placed. The more to gratify the pride of Philip, the King of France: 
had banifhed from his court and prefence Tanegui de Chatel, and all thofe concern. 
ed in that affafination; and had offered to make any other atonement, which: 
could be required of him. ‘The ills, which Charles had already fuffered, had 
tended to gratify the duke’s revenge ; the milferies. to which France had been fo. 
long expofed, had begun to move his compaffion; and the cries of all Europe 
admonifhed him, that his refentment,. which might hitherto be deemed pious, 
would, if carried farther, be univerfally condemned as barbarous and unrelenting. 
While the duke was in this difpofition, every difguft, which he received from 
England, made a double impreffion upon him; the entreaties of the count de 
Richemont and the duke of Bourbon, who had married his two fifters, had 
weight; and he determined finally to unite himfelfto the royal family of Frances. 
from which his own was defcended. For this purpofe, a-congrefs was appoint. 
ed at Arras under the mediation of deputies from the Pope and the council of 
Bafle: The duke of Burgundy came thither in perfon: The duke of Bourbon,, 
the count de Richemont and other perfons of high rank, appeared as ambafladors: | 
from France: And the Englith having alfo been invited to attend, the cardinal 
of Winchefter, the archbifhop of York, and others, received from the protector, 
and council a commiffion for that purpofe T. 


* Monftrelet, vol, 2. p. go. Grafton, p. 561. + Monftrelet, vol. z. p. 310. Tak 
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Tuer conferences were held in the Abbey of St, Vaaft; and began with dif- 


- euffing the propofals of the two crowns, which were fo wide of each other as to 


admit of no hopes of accommodation, England offered, that each party fhould 
remain in poffeffion of what they had at prefent, after making fome equal ex- 
changes for mutual convenience: France offered to cede Normandy with Guienne, 
but both of them loaded with the ufual homage and vaffalage to the crown. As 
the claims of England upon France were univerfally unpopular in Europe ; the 


mediators declared the offers of Charles very reafonable; and the cardinal of 


Winchefter, with the Englifh ambaffadors, immediately left the congrefs. “Fhere- 
remained nothing but to difcufs the mutual pretenfions of Charles and Philip,. 
Thefe were eafily adjufted: The vaffal was in a fituation to give law to his fupe- 
rior ; and he exacted-conditions, which, had it not been for the prefent neceffi- 
ty, would have been deemed, to the laft degree, difhonourable and difadvanta- 
geous to the crown of France. _ Befides making repeated atonements and acknow- 
Jedgements for the murder of the duke of Burgundy, Charles was obliged to cede 
all the towns of Picardy which lay between the Somme and the Low Countries 5 


_ he yielded feveral other territories; he agreed, that thefe and all the other do- 


minions of Philip fhould be held by him, during his life-time, without doing any 
homage or {wearing fealty to. the prefent King ; and he freed his fubjeéts from all 
obligations to allegiance, if ever he infringed this treaty *. Such were the con: 
ditions, upon which France purchafed the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy. 

Tue duke fent over a herald to England with a letter, in which he notified the 
conclufion of the treaty of Arras, and apologized for his departure from that of 
TFroye.. The council received the herald with great coldiiefs ; They even affign- 
ed him his lodgings in a fhoemaker’s houfe, by way of infult; and the populace: 
were fo incenfed, that, if the duke of Glocefler had not given him cuards, his 
life would have been expofed to danger, when he appeared in the ftreets.. The 
Flemings, and other fubjeéts of Philip, were infulted,-and fome of them murdered 
by. the Londoners ;. and every thing feemed to tend towards a rupture between 
the two nations +. Thefe violences were not difagreeable to. the duke of Bur= 
gundy ; as they afforded him a pretence for the farther meafures, which he in- 
tended to take againft the Englifh, whom he now regarded as implacable and 
dangerous enemies, 


A few days after the duke of Bedford received intelligence of this treaty, 


* Monftrelet, vol. 2. p. 112. Grafton, p. 56s. 
+ Monftrelet, vol. z. p, 120. Holingthed, p. 614; : 
execution, 


14th Sepir. 


fo fatal to the interefts of England, he died at Roiien; a prince of great — hah 
eye. : uUxC OF Dec- 
abilities, and of many virtues; and whofe memory, except from the barbarous.y,,3 - 
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execution of the maid of Orleans, was un ifullied by any confiderable blemifh, 
Ifabella, Queen of France, lied a little before him, defpifed by the Enolith, de- 
tefted by the French, and reduced in her latter years to regard with an unnatural 
horror, the prog, refs and fucceffes of her own fon, in recovering poffeffion of 
his kingdom. ‘This period was alfo fignalized by the death of ey earl of Arun- 
del-*, a great Englifh general, who, tho’ he commanded three thoufand men, 

as foile A by X tera at the head of fix hundred, and foon after expired of 


the wounds which he received in the action. 


Tue violent factions, which aire in the court of England, between the 
duke of Glocefter and the cardinal of Winchefter, prevented the Englifh from 
taking the proper meafures for repairing thefe multiplied loffes; and threw all 
their affairs into confufion. The popularity of the duke and his near relation to 
the crown, gave him advantages in the conteft, which he often loft by his open 
and unguarded temper, unfit to ftruggle with the politic and interefted fpirit of 
his rival, The balance, mean-while, ‘at thefe parties, kept every thing in fuf- 
pence: Foreign affairs were much neglected : And tho’ the duke of York, fon 
to that earl of Cambridge who was executed in the beginning of the laft reign, 
was appointed fucceffor to the duke of Bedford, it was feven months before his 
commiffion pafied the feals,; and the Englifh remained fo long in an enemy’s. 
country, without a proper head or governor. : 

Tue new governor on his arrival found the capital ‘reac dy loft. The Parifians 
had always Bech more attached to the Burgundian than to the Englifh interefft ; 
and after the conclufion of the treaty of Arras, their affections, nishiont any far- 
ther controul, univerfally led them to return to their allegiance under their native 
fovereign. ‘The conftable, t together with Lile-Adam, the fame perfon who had 
before put Paris into the hands of the duke of Burgundy, was introduced in the 
night time by intelligence with the citizens; The lord Willoughby; who com- 
manded only a fanall earrifon of 15,00 men, was expelled : That nobleman 
difcovered great valour and prefence of mind on the occafion ; but unable to ouard 


fo large a place againft fuch multitudes, he retired into the Baftile, and being 


there invefted, Belivened up the place, and was contented to ftipulate for the fafe 
retreat of his troops into. Normandy a : 

In the fame feafon, the duke of Burgundy took openly part sail England, 
and commenced hoftilities by the fiege of Calais, the only place which now oti 
the Englifh any fure hold of France, and ftill rendered them dangerous. As he | 


* Monftrelet, vol. 2. p. 105. Holingthed, p. 610, + Monftrelet, vol. 2. p. 127. Graf- 
ton, p. 568. ; | 
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was beloved among his own fubjects, and had acquired the epithet of Good, from ; 
> 1430. 


his popular qualities, he was able to intereft all the inhabitants of the Low-conn- 
tries in the fuccefs of this enterprize; and he invefted that piace with an army, 
very formidable from its numbers, but without experience, difcipline, or military 
fpirit *. On the firft alarm of this fiege, the duke of Glocefter affembled fome 
‘ces, fent a defiance to Philip, and challenged him to wait the event of .a battle; 
which he promifed to give, as foon as the wind would permit him to reach Calais. 
The warlike genius of the Englifth had at that time rendered them terrible to all 
the northern parts of Eur rope ; much more to the Flemings, wee were more ex- 
pert in manufactures, than in arms; and the duke of Burgundy, eng already 
foiled in fome attempts before Calais, and obferving the difcontent and terror of 
his own army, thought proper to raife ies cae and to retreat into his own ter- 26th June! 


witories, before the arrival of the enemy +4 
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Tuer Englith were ftill mafters of many fine-provinces in France; but reta ined 
pofleflion, more by the extreme weaknefs of Charles, than by the ftrenoth of 
their own garrifons or the force of their armies. Nothing indeed can 8S more 
farprizing than the feeble efforts made, during the courfe oF feveral years, by thefe 
two potent nations againft each other ; while the one ftrugeled for inde, pendancy, 
and the other afpired to.a total conqueft of its rival. The general want of in- 
duftry, commerce, and police, in that age, had rendered all the Eur Opean nations, 
and France and England no lefs than the others, unfit for | bearing the burtheos 
of war, when it was prolonged beyond one feafon; and the continuance of hofti- 
lities had, long ere this time, exhaufted the force and patience of both thefe 
kingdoms. Scarce could the appearance of an army be brought into the field on 
either fide; and all the operations confilted in the furprize of places, in the ren- 
counter of detached parties, and inincurfions ge the open country ; which were 
perforn ned by imall bodies affembled on a -fudden from the neighbouring garrifons. 
In this seiods f conducting the war, the French Ki ing had much the advantage 
The.afiections of the people were entirely on his fide : Intelligence was early 
brought him of the ftate and motions of the enemy; The inhabitants were ready 
to join in any attempts. againft the garrifons: And thus ground was continually, 
tho’ flowly, gained apainkt the Enelith. The duke of York, who was a prince 
of ability, ftrugeled againft thefe difficulties during the courfe of five years; and : 
being affifted by the valour of lord Talbot, foon Sifter created earl of Shrewfbury, 
he performed actions which acquired him honour, but merit not the attention of 
potterity. It would have been well, had this feeble war, in {paring the blood of 


* Monftrelet, vol. z. p. 126, 130, 132. Holinghhed, p. 613. Grafton, p. 571. + Mon- 
ftrelet, vol. 2, p; 136. Holingthed, p. 614, 
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oppreffions ; and had the fury of meny 
which reafon and juftice cannot reftrain, thus happily received a check from their 
impotence and inability. But the French and Englith, tho” they exerted fuch 
fmall force, were, however, ftretching beyond their refources, which were ftill 
{maller; and the troops, defticute of pay, were obliged to fubfift by plundering 
and oppreffing the country, both of friends and enemies. ‘The fields in all the 
north of France, which was the fcene of war, were laid wafte and left unculti- 
vated *, The cities were gradually depopulated, not by the blood fpilt in war, 
but by the more deftructive pillage of the garrifons: And both parties, weary of 
hoftilities, which decided nothing, feemed at laft defirous of peace, and they fet 
on foot negotiations for that purpofe. But the propofals which came from France 
and from England, were ftill fo wide of each other, that all hopes of accommodation - 
immediately vanifhed. The Englifh ambafladors demanded reftitution of all the 
rovinces which had once been annexed to England, together with the final ceflion 
of Calais and its diftri& ,; and required the pofieffion of thefe extenfive territories 
without the burthen of any fealty or homage on the part of their prince: The 
French offered only part of Guienne, part of Normandy, and Calais, loaded with: 
the ufual burthens. It appeared in vain to continue the negociation, while there 
was fo little profpe&t of agreement. The Englith were ftill too haughty to ftoop 
from the vait hopes, which they had formerly entertained, and to accept of terms 
more fuitable to the prefent condition of the two kingdoms. + $54 
Tur duke of York foon after refigned his government to the earl of Warwic, 
a nobleman of reputation, wy 
dignity. The duke, upon the demife of this nobleman, returned to his charge, 
and during his adminiftration a truce was concluded between the King of Eng 
land and the duke of Burgundy, which had become neceffary for the commercial 
intere(t of their fubjeéts +. The war with France continued in the fame languid 


and feeble ftate as before. | 

Tue captivity of five princes of the blood, taken prifoners in the battle of 
Azincour, was aconfiderable advantage which England Jong enjoyed above its 
enemy ; but this fuperiority was now entirely loft. Some of thefe princes had 
died ; fome had been ranfomed for fums of money; and the duke of Orleans, 
the moft powerful among them, was the laft who remained in the hands of the 
Englifh, He offered the fum Of 54,000 nobles t for his liberty ; and when 


* Grafton, p. 562. + Grafton, p. 573- t Rymer, vol. 10. p. 764, 776, 7821 7959 
796. This fum was equal to 36,000 pounds flerling of our prefent money. A fubfidy of a tenth and 
fiftcents wes fixed by Edward Il. at 29,0c0 pounds, that is 58,000 of our prefent money. The par 


Jiament granted only one fubfidy during the courfe of feven years, from 1437 t0 1444. , 
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whom death prevented from a long enjoyment of hig 





L c _ a = ; = m _ os ; anes , ee Bi a is ms 3 < re. > 


a tne Wl ae a RR ll eh les i elle ill NL Ta he is A ae be ie 


Pe Bt SN cb RE ¥ VI. 


~ 


353 
this propofal was laid before the council of England, as every queftion was there 
an object of faction, the party of the duke of Glocefter, and that of the cardi- 
nal of Winchefter, were divided in their fentiments with regard to it. The duk 
reminded the council of the dying advice of the late King, that none of ¢ 


2 


thefe 
prifoners fhould on any account be releafed, till his fon was of fufficient age to 
hold, himfelf, the reins of government. The cardinal infifted on the oreatnefs 
of the fum profered, which in reality was near equal to two thirds of all the ex- 
traordinary fupplies, that the parliament, during the courfe of feven years, granted 
for the fupport of the war. And he added, that the releafe of this prince was 
more likely to be advantageous than prejudicial to the E:nglifh interefts ; by fill- 
ing the court of France with faction, and giving a head to thofe numerous male- 
contents, whom Charles was at prefent able with great difficulty to reftrain. The 
cardinal’s party, as ufual, prevailed: The duke of Orleans was releafed, after a 
melancholy captivity of twenty-five years *: And the duke of Burgundy, . as 
a pledge of his entire reconciliation with the family of Orleans, facilitated to that 
prince the payment of his ranfom. It muft be confeffed, that the princes and 
nobility in thofe ages, went to war on very difadvantageous terms. If they were 
taken prifoners, they either remained in captivity during life, or purchafed their 
liberty at the price which the victors were pleated to impofe, and which often re- 
duced their families to begeary and want. 


Tue fenfiments of the cardinal, fome time after, prevailed in another point of 
ftill greater moment. That prelate had always encouraged every propofal of ac- 
commodation with France; and had reprefented the utter impoffibility, in the 
prefent circumftances, of pufhing farther the conquefts in that kingdom, and 
the great difficulty of even maintaining thofe which were already made. He in- 
fifted on the extreme reluctance of the parliament to grant fupplies; the diforders 
in. which the Englifh affairs in Normandy were involved; the daily progrefs 
made by the I'rench King; and the advantage of ftopping his hand by a tem- 
porary accommodation, which might leave room for time and accidents to Ope- 
rate in favour of the Englifh, The duke-of Glocefter, high fpirited and haughty, 
and educated in the lofty pretenfions, which the firft fucceflés of his two brothers 
had rendered familiar to him, could not yet be induced to relinquith all hopes of 
prevailing over France ; much lefs, could he fee with patience, his own opinion 
thwarted and rejected by the influence of his rival in the Englifh council, But 
notwithftanding his oppofition, the earl of Suffolk, a nobleman who always ad- 
hered to the cardinal’s party, was difpatched to Tours, in order to negotiate with 
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the French minifters. It was found impoffible to adjuft the terms of a lafting peace ;. 
but a truce for twenty-two months was concluded, which left every thing on the 
prefent footing between the parties. The numerous diforders, under which the 
French government laboured, and which time alone could remedy, induced Charles 
to affent to this truce; and the fame motives engaged him afterwards to prolong 
it *, Buc Suffolk, not content wih executing this object of his commiffion, 
proceeded alfo to finifh another bufinefs, which feems rather to have been implied 
than included in the powers, which had been granted him +. 

In proportion as Henry advanced in years, his character became fully known 
in the court, and was no longer ambiguous to either fa@tion. Of the moft harm- 
lefs, inoffenfive, fimple manners; but of the moft flender capacity ; he was fit- 
ted, both by the foftnefs of his temper, and the weaknefs of his underftanding, 
to be perpetually governed by thofe who furrounded him ; and it was eafy to fore- 
fee, that his reign would prove a perpetual minority. As he had now reached 
the twenty-third year of his age, it was natural to think of choofing him a queen ; 
and each party was ambitious of having him receive one from their hand; as it 
was probable, that this circumftance would decide forever the victory between 
them. The duke of Glocefter propofed a daughter of the count d’Armagnac ; 
but had not credit to effectuate his purpofe. The cardinal and his friends had 
caft their eye on Margaret of Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular King of Sicily, 
Naples, and Jerufalem, defcended from the count of Anjou, brother of Charles V. 
who had left thefe magnificent titles, but without any real power or poffeffions, 
to his pofterity, This princefs herfelf was the moft accomplifhed of her age 
both in body and mind; and feemed to poffels thofe qualities, which would equally 
qualify her to acquire the afcendant over Henry, and to fupply all his defeéts and 
weaknefles, Of a mafculine, courageous fpirit, of an enterprizing temper, en- 
dowed with folidity as well as vivacity of underftanding, fhe had not been able to 
conceal thefe great talents even in the privacy of her father’s family ; and it was 
reafonable to expe, that, when fhe fhould mount the throne, they would break 
out with {till fuperior luftre. The earl of Suffolk, therefore, in concert with his 
aflociates of the Englifh council, made propofals of marriage to’ Margaret, which 
were accepted. But this nobleman, befides pre-occupying Margaret’s favour by 
being the chief means of her advancement, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf with 
her and her family, by very extraordinary conceflions : Tho’ the princefs brought 
no dowry with her, he ventured of himfelf, without any direét authority from the 
council, but probably with the allowance of the cardinal, and the ruling mem- 
bers, to engage by a fecret article, that the province of Maine, which was at that 


* Rymer, vol. 11. p. 101, 108, 206, 244. + Rymer, vol. 11, p. 53. 
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time in the hands of the Englith, fhould be delivered up to Charles of Anjou 
her uncle *, who was prime minifter and favorite of the French King, and who 
had already received from his matter the grant of that province as his appanage, 

Tue treaty of marriage was ratified in England : Suffolk obtained frit the title 
of marquis, then that of duke; and even received the thanks of parliament, for 
his fervices in concluding it +. The princefs fell immediately into clofe con- 
nexions with the cardinal and his party, the dukes of Somerfet, Suffolk, and 
Buckingham t; who, fortified by her powerful friendfhip, refolved on the final 
ruin of the duke of Glocefter. 


Tuis generous prince, worfted in all court intrigues, for which his temper was 
not fuited, but poflefing, inva high degree, the favour of the public, had al- 
ready received from his rivals a moft cruel mortification, which he had hitherto 
born patiently, but which it was impoffible, that a perfon of his fpiric and hu- 
manity could ever forgive. _ His dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald, lord Cob- 
ham, had been accufed of the crime of witchcraft, and it was pretended, that 


@ waxen figure of the King was found in her pofieffion, which the and her aflaci- 


ates, fir Roger Bolingbroke a prieft, and one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted 
in a magical manner before a flow fire, with an-intention of making Henry’s force 
and vigour watte away, by like infenfible degrees, The accufation was well cal- 


‘culated to affect the weak and credulous mind of the King, and to gain belief 


in an ignorant age ; and the dutchels was brought to trial with her confederates, 
The nature of this crime, fo oppolite to all common fenfe, feems always to ex- 
empt the accufers from obferving the rules of common fenfe in their evidence : 
The prifoners were pronounced guilty ; the dutchefs ‘was condemned to do pub- 
lic penance, and to fuffer perpetual imprifonment, and the others were executed §, 
But as thefe violent proceedings were afcribed folely to the malice of the duke’s 
enemies, the people, contrary to their ufual practice on fuch occafions, acquitted 
the unhappy fufferers ; and encreafed their efteem and affection towards a prince, 
who was thus expofed, without protection, to fuch mortal injuries. 

Tuese fentiments of the public made the cardinal of Winchefter and his party 
fenfible, that it was neceffary to deftroy a man, whofe popularity might become 
dangerous, and whofe refentment they had fo much caufe to apprehend, In or- 
der to effectuate their purpofe, a parliament was fummoned to meet, not at Lon- 
don, which was fuppofed to be too well affeéted to the duke, but at St. Ed- 
mondfbury, where they expected that he would lie entirely at mercy. As foon 


* Grafton, p. se. Tt Cotton, p. 630, t Holingthed, p, 626. § Stowe. 
p. 38%. Holingthed, p. 622. Grafton, p. 
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@hap. XX. as he appeared, he was accufed of treafon, and thrown into prifon. He was 
1447 foon afeer found dead in his bed *; and tho’ it was pretended that his death 
28th Feb. was natural, and tho’ his body, which was expofed to public view, bore no 
marks of outward injury, no one doubted that he had fallen a facrifice to the ven- 
Murder of the geance of his enemies. A trick, formerly practifed on Edward Il. on Richard Il: 
ee Glo- | ad on Thomas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, could deceive no body. The 
reafon of this violence feems not,-that the ruling party apprehended his acquital 

in parliament on -account of his innocence, which, in fuch times was feldom 

much regarded ; but that they imagined his public trial and execution would have 

been more invidious than his private murder, which they pretended to deny. 

Some gentlemen of his retinue were afterwards tried for aiding him in his trea- 

fons, and were condemned to be hanged, drawn and quartered. ‘They. were 

hanged and cut down; but juft as the executioner was proceeding to quarter 

then, their pardon was produced, and they were recovered to life +. The moft 

barbarous kind of mercy, that can poffibly be imagined! 


Tuis prince is faid to have received a more learned education than was ufual 
in his age, to have founded one of the firft public libraries in England, and to 
have been a great patron of learned men. Among other advantages, which he 
reaped from this turn of mind, it tended much to cure him of credulity; of 
which the following inftance is given by Sir Thomas More. ‘There was a man, 
who pretended, that, tho’ he was born blind, he had recovered his fight by 
touching the fhrine of St. Albans. The duke, happening foon after to pafs that 
way, queftioned the man, and feeming to doubt of his fight, afked him the 
colour of feveral cloaks, worn by perfons in his retinue. The man told him 
very readily. You are a knave, cried the prince; had you been born blind, you 


could not have diftinguifbed colours: And immediately ordered him to be put in the 
ftocks as an impoftor f. 


Tue cardinal of Winchefter died fix weeks after his nephew, whofe murder 
was univerfally afcribed to him as well as to the duke of Suffolk, and which, it 1S 
faid, gave him more remorfe in his laft moments, than could naturally be ex- 
pected from a man hardened, during the courfe of a long life, in falfhood and in 
politics. What fhare the Queen had in this guilt is uncertain; her ufual activity 
and fpirit made the public conclude with fome reafon that the duke’s enemies 
durft not have ventured on fuch a deed without her privity. But there happened 


foon after an event, of which fhe and her favourite, the duke of Suffolk, bore 
unconteftably the whole odium. 


* Grafton, p> 597- + Fabian Chron. anno 1447. 
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THAT article of the marriage treaty, by which the province of Maine was to Chap. XX. 
be yielded to Charles of Anjou, the Queen’s uncle, had probably been hitherto 1447: 
kept a fecret ; and during the life-time of the duke of Glocefter, it would have 
been dangerous to venture on the execution of it. But as the court of France 
infifted ftrenuoufly on performance, orders were now difpatched, under Henry’s 
hand, to Sir Francis Surienne, governor of Mans, commanding him to furrender 
that place to Charles of Anjou. Surienne, either queftioning the authenticity of 
the order, or regarding his government as his only fortune, refufed compliance ; 
and it became neceflary for a French army under the count de Dunois, to lay 
fiege to the city. The governor made as good a defence as his fituation could 
permit; but receiving no relief from Edmund duke of Somerfet, who was at 
that time governor of Normandy, he was at laft obliged to capitulate, and to 
furrender not only Mans, but all the other fortreffes of that province, which was 
thus entirely alienated from the crown of England, 


Tue bad effects of this meafure {topped not here. Surienne, at the head ofall his 1448. 
garrifons, amounting to 2500 men, retired into Normandy, in expectation of being 
taken into pay, and of being quartered in fome towns of that province. But So- 
merfet, who had no means of fubfifting fuch a multitude, and who was proba- 
bly incenfed at Surienne’s difobedience, refufed to admit him ; and this adventurer, 
not daring to commit depredations on the territories either of the King of France 
or of England, marched into Brittany, feized the town of Fougeres, repaired 
the fortifications of Pontorfon and St, James de Beuvron, and fubfifted his 
troops by the ravages, which he committed on all that province *. The duke 
of Brittany complained of this violence to the King of France, his liege Jord: 
Charles remonftrated with the duke of Somerfet : That nobleman replied, that 
the injury was done without his privity, and that he had no authority over Su- 
rienne and his companions +. Tho’ this anfwer might appear very fatisfactory 
to Charles, who had often felt feverely the licentious, independant fpirit of fuch 
mercenary foldiers, he never would admit the apology. He {till infifled, that 
thefe plunderers fhould be recalled, and that reparation fhould be made to the 
duke of Brittany for all the damages, which they had committed : And in order 
to render an accommodation abfolutely impracticable, he made the eftimation of 
damages amount to no lefs a fum than 1,600,c00 crowns. He was fenfible of 


the fuperiority, which the prefent ftate of his affairs gave him over England ; 
and he determined to take advantage of it. 


* Monftrelet, vol. 3. p. 6. + Monftrelet, vol. 3. p. 7. © Hollingfhed, -p. 629. 
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No fooner was the truce concluded between the two kingdoms, than Charles 
employed himfelf, with great induftry and judgment, in repairing thofe number- 
lefs ills, to which France, from the continuance of warts both foreign and do- 
meftic, had fo long been expofed. He reftored the courfe of public juflice; he 
introduced order into the finances 3 he eftablifhed difcipline in his.troops ; he 
repreffed faction in his court 5 he revived the languid ftate of agriculture and the 
arts; and in the courfe of a few years, he rendered his kingdom flourifing 
within itfelf, and formidable to all its neighbours. Mean while, affairs in Eng- 
Jand had taken a very different turn. . The court was divided into parties, which 
were enraged againft each other : The people were difcontented with the govern- 
ment: Conguefts in France, which were an object more of glory than of intereft, 
were overlooked amidft domeftic incidents, which engroffed all mens attention : 
The governor of Normandy, ill fupplied with money, was obliged to difmifs 
the greater part of his troops, and to allow the fortifications of the towns and 
ca{tles to fall into difrepair: And the nobility and people of that province had, 
during the open communication with France, enjoyed frequent opportunities of 
renewing connexions with their antient mafter, and of concerting the means for 
expelling the Englith. The occafion therefore feemed favourable to Charles for 
breaking the truce ; and Normandy was at once invaded by four powerful ar- 
mies 3; One commanded by the King himfelf ; a fecond by the duke of Brittany; 
a third by the duke of Alengon ; and a fourth by the count de Dunois. The 
places opened their gates almoft as foon as the French appeared before them ; 
Verneiiil, Nogent, Chateau Gaillard, Ponteau de mer, Gifors, Mante, Vernon, 
Argentan, Lifieux, Fecamp, Coutances, Belefme, Pont de |’ Arche, fell in an in- 
{tant into the hands of the enemy: The duke of Somerfet, fo far from having 
an army, which could take the field, and relieve thefe places, was not able to 
fupply them with the neceflary garrifons and provifions: He retired with the 
few troops, of which he was mafter, into Roiien ; and thought it fufficient, if, 
till the arrival of fuccours from England, he could fave that capital from the ge- 
neral fate ef the province. The King of France, at the head of a formidable 
army, fifty thoufand ftrong, prefented himfelf before the gates: The dangerous 
example of revolt had infected the inhabitants, and they called aloud for a ca- 
pitulation. Somerfet, unable to refift at once both the enemies within and from 
without, retired with his garrifon into the palace and caftle ; which, being places. 
not tenable, he was obliged to furrender : He purchafed a retreat to Harfleur by 
the payment of 56,coo crowns, by engaging to furrender Arques, Tancarville, 
Caudebec, Honfleur, and other places in the higher Normandy, and by deliver- 
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ing hoftages for the performance of thee articles *. “The governor of Honfleur Chap. XX, 
retuled to obey his orders; upon which, the earl of Shrewfbury, who was oneof °*™ 
the hoftages, was detained prifoner; and the Englith were thus deprived of the 

Only general, capable of recovering them from their prefent diftrefled fituation. 
Harfleur made a better defence under Sir Thomas Curfon, the governor; but 

was finally obliged to open its gates to the count de Dunois. Succours at laft 
appeared from England under Sir Thomas Kyriel, and landed at Cherbourg : 

But thefe came very late, amounted only to 40co men, and were foon after 

put to rout at Fourmigni by the count de Clermont tT. This battle, or rather 
{kirmifh, was the only ation fought by the Englith for the defence of their do- 
minions in France; which they had«purchafed at fuch an expence of blood and 
treafure. Somerfet, fhut up in Caen without any profpect of relief, found it ne- 

ceflary to capitulate: Falaife opened its gates, on condition that the earl of Shrew{- 

bury thould be reftored to liberty : And Cherbourg, the lait place of Norimandy, 

which remained in the hands of the Englifh, being delivered up, the conqueft of 

that important province was finifhed in a twelvemonth by Charles, to the in- 

finite joy of the inhabitants and of his whole kingdom f, 


A LIKE rapid fuccefs attended the French arms in Guienne; tho’ the inha- 
bitants of that province were, from long cuftom, better inclined to the Englifh 
government. The count de Dunois was difpatched thither, and met with no re- 
fiftance in the field, and very little from the towns. Great improvements had The Enoliis 
been madegduring this age, in the ftructure and management of artillery, and soy 
None in fortification ; and the art of defence was by that means more unequal, 
than either before or fince, to the art-of attack. After all the {mal} places about 
Bourdeaux were reduced, that city agreed to fubmit, if not reheved-by a certain 
tame; and as no one in England thought ferioufly -of thefe diftant concerns, no 
relief appeared; the place furrendered; and Bayonne being taken foon’ af- 
ter, this whole province, which had remained united to Eneoland, inee the ac- 
ceflion of Henry I. was, -after a period of three centuries, finally fwallowed wp 
by the French monarchy. 


THO’ no: peace ‘nor. truce. was concluded between France and England, the 
war Was in.a manner at an end, The Englifh, torn in pieces by the civil diffen- 
fions which enfued, made but-one feeble effort more for the récovery of Guienne:: 
And Charles, occupied at’ home, ‘in regulating the government, and fencing 


* Monttrelet, vol. 3. py 2a. Grafton, :p. 643. + Holingthed, p. 634. 
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Lewis the Dauphin, fcatce ever attempted, 


Chap. XX. againft the intrigues of his factious fon, | ) 
iate upon them, by availing himfelf of 


145°. tg invade them in their ifland, or to retal 
their inteftine confufions. 
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Chap. XXI. A” E AK prince, feated on the throne of England, had never failed, hows 
1450. ever gentle and innocent, to be infefted with faction, difcontent, rebellion, 
and civil commotions ; and as the incapacity of Henry appeared every day ina 
fuller light, thefe dangerous confequences began, from paft experience, to be 
univerfally and juftly apprehended. Men alfo of unquiet f{pirits, no longer em- 
ployed in foreign wars, whence they were now excluded by the fituation of the 
neighbouring ftates, were the more likely to excite inteftine diforders, and by their 
emulation, rivalfhip, and animofities, to tear the bowels of their native country. 
But tho’ thefe caufes alone were fufficient to breed confufion, there concurred ano- 
ther circumftance of the moft dangerous nature: A pretender to the crown ap- 
peared. The title itfelf of the weak prince, who enjoyed the name of fovereignty, 
‘was difputed: And the Englifh were now to pay the fevere, tho’ late penalty, - 
of their turbulence againft Richard II. and of their levity in violating, without 
any neceffity or juft reafon, the lineal fucceflion of their monarchs. - 
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Aut the males of the houfe of Mortimer were extin@ ; but Anne, the fifter Chap. XXL. 

of the laft earl of Marche, having efpoufed the earl of Cambridge, beheaded in Ata fer aoe 
the reign of Henry V. had tranfmitted her latent, ‘but not yet forgotten claim to duke of York 
her fon, Richard, duke of York.’ This prince, thus defcended by his mother t° the crowa. 
from Philippa, only daughtersof the duke of Clarence, fecond fon of Edward 
Tif. ftood plainly inthe order of fucceffion before the King, who derived his de- 
{cent from the duke of Lancafter, third fon of that monarch; and that claim 
could not, in many tefpects, have fallen into more dangerous hands than thofe 
of the duke of York. Richard was a man of valour and abilities, of a prudent 
conduct-and mild difpofitions: He had enjoyed an opportunity of difplaying 
thefe virtues in his government of France: And tho’ recalled from that com- 
mand by the intrigues and fupetior intereft of the duke of Somerfet, he had been 
fent to fupprefs a rebellion’ in Ireland ; had fucceeded much better in that enter- 
prize than his rival. in the defence of Normandy ; and had even been able to at- 
tach to his perfon and family, the whole Irifh nation, whom he was fent to fub- 
due *. Inthe right of his father, he bore the rank of firft prince of the blood ; 
and by this ftation, he gave a luftre to his title derived from the family of Mor- 
timer, which, tho’ of great nobility, was equaled by other families in the king- 
dom, and had been eclipfed by the royal defcent of the houfe of Lancafter. He 
poffefied an immenfe fortune from the union of fo many fucceffions, thofe of Cam- 
bridge and York on the one hand, with thofe of Mortimer on the other: Which 
Jaft inheritance had. before beensaugmented by an union of the eftates of Clarence 
and Ulfter, with: the patrimonial poffeffions’ of the family of Marche: .The ak 
liances too of Richard, in marrying the daughter of Ralph Nevil; earl of Weift- 
moreland, had very widely extended his intereft among the nobility, and had 
procured him many connexions in that formidable order. 

Tue family of Nevil was perhaps at this time the moft potent, both from their 
opulent poffeffions and from the charaéters of the men, that has ever appeared 
in England. For befides the earl of Weftmoreland, the lords Latimer, Fau- 
conbridge, and Abergavenny ; the earls of Salifbury and Warwic’ were of that 
family, and were of themfelves, on many accounts, the greateft-noblemen of the 
kingdom. The earl of Salifbury, brother in law to the duke of York, was the 
eldeft fon by a fecond marriage of the earl of Weftmoreland; and: inherited by 
his wife, daughter» and heir of Montacute, earl. of Salifbury, killed before Or- 
leans, the pofleffions and title of that great family.. His eldeft fon, Richard, 
had married Anne, the daughter and heir of Beauchamp, earl ef Warwic, who 
died governor of France; and by that alliance he enjoyed the pofleffions, and had 


* Stowe, p. 387, 
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acquired'the title of that other family, one of the moft opulent, moft antient,. 

and moft illuftrious of thé kingdom. The perfonal qualities alfo of thefe two 

earls, efpecially of Warwic, enhanced the fplendor of their nobility, and en- 

creafed theirinfluence over the people. This latter nobleman, commonly known, 
from the fubfequent events, by the appellation of the Kiyg-maker, had. diftin- 

onifhed himfelf, by his. gallantry im the field, by the hofpitality of his table, by 

the magnificence, and {till more by the generofity of his expence,, and by the fpi- 
rited and bold manner, which attended himin all-his aétions. The undefigning 
franknefs and opennefs of his charaéter rendered his conqueft over mens.affections. 
the more certain and infallible : His, prefents were regarded: as fure teftimonies. 
of.eftteem and friendfhip , and. his profeffions as the overflowings of his genuine: 
fentiments. No lefs than 30,c00 people are faid to have daily lived at-his board 
in the different manors and caftles which he poffefled in England :. The military. 
men, allured by his munificence and hofpitality, as well as by his bravery, were 
zealoufly attached to his interefts: ‘The people in general bore him an unlimited: 
affetion: His numerous -retainers were more devoted to his will, than to the 
prince or to the laws: And he was the greateft, as well as the laft, of thofe migh- 
ty barons, who formerly over-awed the Crown, and rendered the people incapa- 


ble of any regular fyftem of civil government. 


But the duke of York, befides the family of Nevil, had many other parti- 
zans among the great nobility. Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, defcended from 
the royal blood of France, was attached to his interefts :‘ Moubray, duke of 
Norfolk, from his hereditary hatred to the family of Lancafter, had embraced 
the fame party: And the difcontents, which univerfally prevailed among the peo= 
ple, réndered every combination of the great the more dangerous to the eftablifhed 


government. 3 
Tro’ the pedple were never willing to grant the fapplies neceflary for keeping 
poffeffion of the conquered provinces in France, they repined extremely at the 
lofs of thefé boafted acquifitiois; and fancied, becaufe a fudden irruption could 
make conquéfts, that, without fteddy counfels and an uniform -expence, it-was 
pofhible to maintain them. The voluntary ceffion of Maine to the queen’s uncle, 
had made thémi fufpedt tréachery in the lofs of Normandy and Guienne. They 
fill confidered Margaret asa French woman ‘anda latent enemy of the king- 
dom. And when théy faw her father and all her relations active in promoting 
the fuiccefs of the French, they could not be perfuaded, that fhe, who was all 
powerful in the Englith council, would very zealoufly oppofe them in their en- 

terprizes. 
But 
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But the moft fatal blow, which was given to the popularity of the crown and 
to the interefts of the houfe of Lancafter, was by the aflaflination of the virtu- 
ous duke of Glocefter, whofe character, had he been alive, would have kept in 
awe the partizans of York, but whofe memory, being extremely cherifhed by the 
people, ferved to throw an infinite odium on allhis murderers. By this event, 
the reigning family fuffered a double prejudice: It was deprived of its firmett 
fupport; and it was loaded with all the infamy of that imprudent and barbarous 
execution. 


As the duke of Suffolk was known to have had an active hand in this 
crime, he partook deeply. of the hatred, which. attended it; and the clamours, 
which neceffarily rofe againft him, as prime, minifter and declared favourite of 
the queen, were thereby augmented toa ten-fold pitch, and became abfolutely 
uncontroleable. The great nobility could ill brook to fee_a fubjet exalted 
above them ; much.more one who. was only great grandfon toa merchant, and 
who.was of, a. birth fo much inferior. to theirs. The people complained of his 
arbitrary meafures; which were, in fome degree, a neceflary confequence of the 
irregular power-then pofieffed by the prince, but-which the leaft difaffection eafi- 
ly magnified into tyranny. ‘The immenfe ,acquifitions, which he daily made, 
were the object of envy;, and as they were made.at the expence of the crown, 
which was itfelf reduced to the moft fcandalous poverty, they appeared on that 
account, to all indifferent perfons, the more exceptionable and invidious. 


Tne revenues of the crown, which had:long been difproportioned to its power 
and dignity; had been extremely dilapidated during: the minority of Henry *; 
both by the rapacity of the courtiers, which the King’s uncles could not-controul, 
and by the neceflary expences of the French war, which had always been fo ill 
fupplied by the grants of parliament. The royal demefnes were diffipated, and 
at the fame time the King was loaded with a debt.of 372,000 pounds, a fum fo 
immenfe, ‘that the parliament could never think of difcharging it. “This unhap- 
py fituation forced the minifters upon many arbitrary. meafures : The houfehold 
itfelf could not be fupported without ftretching to the utmoft the right of pur- 
veyance, and rendering it a kind of univerfal robbery upon the people: The pub- 
lic clamour rofe high uponsthis .occafion, and no one had the equity to make al- 
lowance for the neceffity of the King’s fituation. Suffolk, once become odious, 
bore the blame of the whole; and. every grievance in every part of the admini- 
{tration was univerfally imputed to histyranny and injuttice. 


* Cotton, p. 609. 
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Chap. XXI. Tus nobleman, fenfible of the public hatred under which he laboured,. and’ 
"aS Nee forfeeing an attack from the commons, endeavoured to overawe his enemies, by 
of the duke of boldly prefenting himfelf to the charge, and by infifting upon his ewn innocence, 
he uffolkc. and even upon his merits and thofe a his family in the public fervice. _ He rofe 
up in the houfe of peers; took notice of the clamours propagated againft him ; 


and complained, that, after ferving the crown in thirty four campaigns, after ftaying 


abroad feventeen years without once returning to his own country; after lofing. 


a father and three brothers in the wars with France; after being himfelf a prifo-. 
ner, and purchafing his liberty by a large ranfom ; it flrould yet be fufpedted, that 
he had been debauched from his allegiance by that enemy whom ke had ever op- 


pofed with fuch zeal and fortitude, and that he had betrayed his prince, who. 
had rewarded his fervices by the higheft honours and greateft offices, which it: 
was in his power to confer *. “This fpeech did not anfwer the purpofe intended.. 


The commons, rather the more provoked at his challenge, opened their charge 


again{t Suffolk, and fent up to the houfe of peers an accufation of high treafon, 
divided into feveral articles: They infifted, that he had perfuaded the French. 
King to invade England with an armed force, in order to depofe the King, to- 
place on the throne his own fon, John de Ja Pole, whom he intended to neley. 
to Margaret, the only daughter of the late John, duke: of Somerfet, and to. 
whom, he imagined,’ he would by that means acquire a title to the crown:- 
- That he had contributed to the releafe of the duke of Orleans, in hopes, that: 


that prince would aid and affift’ King Charles in expelling the Englifh from 


France, and recovering full poffeflion of his kingdom: ‘That he had afterwards 


encouraged that King to niake open war on Normandy and Guienne, and had pro- 


moted his conquefts by betraying the fecrets of England, and. obftrudting the- 
fuccours propofed to be fent over to thofe provinces: And-that he: had, without: 
any powers or.commiffion, promifed by treaty to. deliver up the provinces ‘of 
Maine to Charles of Anjou,, and -had accordingly delivered it up; «a conceffion, | 


which proved. in the iffue the.chief caufe of the lofs of Normandy +: 


without enquiry-all the popular clamours again{t the duke of Suffolk, and charg- 


ed him with crimes, of which none but the vulgar could ferioufly ‘believe. him: 


guilty: _ Nothing. can be more incredible, than that-a nobleman of his rank and 
character could think of acquiring the-crown to his family, and ofdepofing Hen- 


ry. by foreign force, and together wichhim, Margaret,’ his patron, a princefs’of 
fo much fpirit and penetration. Suffolk.appealed to many noblemem-in the houfe, 


* Cotton, p. 641. + Cotton, p,642, Hall, fel. 157, Holingthed, p, 631. Graf- 
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who-knew, that he.had intended to marry his fon to one of the co-heirs of the ear! Chap. XXI. 


of Warwic, and was difappointed. in his defign only by. the death of that lady : 


- And he obferved, that Margaret of Somerfet could bring.to her hufband no 


title. to the crown; becaufe the herfelf was not .fo much.as comprehended in the 
entail, fettled by act. of parliament. It is eafy to account for the lofs of Nor- 
mandy and Guienne from the fituation of affairs in the two kingdoms, without 
fuppofing any treachery in the Englith minifters; and it may fafely be afirmed, that 
greater vigour of council was requifite to defend them from the arms of Charles 
VII. than to conquer them at firft from his predeceffor. It could never be the 
intereft of any Englifh minifter to betray and abandon thefe provinces; much 
lefs of one, who was fo well eftablithed in his mafter’s favour, who enjoyed fuch 
high honours and ample pofféMfions. in his. own country, who had nothing to 
dread but the effects of popular hatred, and who could never think, without the 
moft extreme reluctance, of becoming a fugitive and exile in a foreign land. 
The only article, which . carries any face of probability, is his engagement for 
the delivery. of Maine to Charles of Anjou ; but Suffolk maintained,. with oreat 
appearance of truth, that this meafure was known and confented to by feveral at 
the council board *; and it feems hard to afcribe to it, as 1s done by the parliament, 
the.fubfequent lofs of Normandy and expulfion of the Englifh.. Normandy. lay 
open on every fide to. the invafion of the French: Maine, an inland province, 
mutt foon after have fallen without any attack: And as the. Enelith pofleffed in 
other parts more fortrefles than they. could garrifon or provide for, it feemed no 
bad policy to contract their force, and to render the defence practicable, by re- 


‘ducing it into fmaller compafs. 


Iz commons were probably. fenfible, that this charge of treafon againft Suf- 


folk would.not. bear a {trict fcrutiny ; and they therefore fent up, foon after, .a 
- new charge of mifdemeanours, which they alfo divided into feveral articles. They 


affirmed, among other imputations, that he had procured exorbitant grants-from 
the crown, had embezzled the public money,. had conferred offices on improper 
perfons, had perverted juftice by maintaining iniquitous caufes,. and had procur- 
ed pardons to notorious offenders+.. The articles are moftly general; butare not 
improbable: And as Suffolk feems to have been a bad man and a bad minifter, 
it will not be rafh in us to think, that he was guilty, and that many of thefe ar- 
titles could have been proved againft him.. The court was alarmed at the pro- 
fecution of a favourite minifter, who Jay. under fuch a-load of popular: prejudi- 
ces; and an expedient was fallen upon to fave him from prefent. ruin. The 
King fent for all the lords, fpiritual and temporal, to his apartment: The prifo- 


* Cotton, p. 643. +.Cottan, p. 64 
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Chap. XX. ner was produced before them, and afked what ‘he could fay in his own defence: 
1450 “He denied the charge; but fubmitted to the King’s mercy: Henry expreffed him- 
felf not to be fatished with regard to the firft bill of treafons; but in confideration of 
the fecond of mifdemeanors, he declared, that, by virtue of Suffolk’s own fubmif- 
fis banith- “fion, not by any judicial authority, he banifhed him'the kingdom during five 
Dies years. The lords remained filent; but fo-foon as they returned to their own 
houfe, they entered a proteft, that this fentence fhould’no wife infringe their pri- 
vileges, and that if Suffolk had infifted upon his right, and had not fubmitted 
voluntarily to the King’s orders, he was intitled to a trial by his peers in parli- 

ment. 

Ir was eafy to fee, that thefe irrecular proceedings were meant to favour Suf- 
folk, and that, as he ftill poffefled the Queen’s confidence, he would,-on the 
firft, favourable opportunity, be reftored to his country,-and be re-inftated ia his 
former power and credit. A captain of a vefiel was therefore employed by his 
enemies to intercept him in his paffage to France: ‘He was feized near Dover s 

and death his head ftruck off on the fide of a long boat, and his body thrown into the fea *, 
No enquiry was made after the authors and accomplices of this atrocious att of 
violence. . 

Tue duke of Somerfet fucceeded to Suffolk’s power in the miniftry, and’cre- 
dit with the Queen; and as‘he was the perfon, in whofe hands the French pro- 
vinces were loft, the public, who judge always by the event, foon made him equally 
the object of their animofity and hatred. The duke of "York was ablent in Irc- 
Jand during all thefe tranfactions; and however ‘it. might be fufpected, that his 
partizans had excited and fupported the profecution of Suffolk, no immediate 
ground of complaint could, on that account, lie againft him. “But there-happen- 
ed foon after-an incident, which rouzed the jealoufy of the court, and difcovered 
to them the extreme danger, to which they were expofed from the pretenfions of 
that wife and popular prince. 

Tue humours of the people, fet afloat by the parliamentary impeachment, and 

‘by the fall of fo great a favourite as Suffolk, broke out in various commotions, 

Popular infu which were foon fuppreffed ; but there arofe one in Kent, which was likely to 
Fethion. have been attended with more dangerous confequences. A man of low condition, 
one John Cade, a native of Ireland, who had been obliged to fly into France for 

his crimes, obferved on his return the difcontents of the people; and he laid on 

them the foundation of projeéts, which were at firft attended with furprizing fuc- 

cefs. He took the name of John Mortimer, intending, as is fuppofed, to pals 

himfelf for a fon of that fir John Mortimer, who had been fentenced to death by 


* Hall, fol. 158. Hitt. Croyland. contin. p. 525. Stowe, p. 388. ~Grafton, p. Sin: 
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parliament,, and executed in the beginning of this reign, without any trial or evi- 
dence, merely upon an_ indictment of high treafon, given in againft him *. On 
the firft mention of that popular name, the common people of Kent, to the num- 
ber of 20,co0, flocked to Cade’s {tandard ; and he excited their zeal, by pnb- 
lifhing complaints againft the numerous abufes of government, and demanding 
redrefs of. their grievances. The court, not yet fully fenfible of the dangers, fent 
a {mall force againft the rioters, under the command of fic Flumphrey. Stafford, 
who was defeated and flain in an action near Sevenoke Ts and Cade, advancing, 
with his followers towards London, encamped on Black-heath. Tho’ elated by 
his victory, he {till maintained the appearance of moderation; and fending the 
court a very plaufible lift of grievances f, he promifed, that, when thefe were 
redrefled, and when lord Say, the treafurer,. and Cromer, high herif of Kent, 
were punifhed for their malverfations, he would immediately lay down his arms. 


The council, who obferved, that nobody was willing to fight againft men fo rea-. 


fonable in their pretenfions, carried the King, for prefent fafety, to Kenilworth ; 
and. the city immediately opened their gates to Cade, who maintained, during: 
fome time, great order and difcipline among his followers. He always led them 
out into the fields during the night-time ; and publifhed fevere edicts againft_ plun- 
der and violence of every kind: But being obliged, in order to gratify their 
malevolence againft Say and Cromer, to put thefe minifters to death withour a 
Jecal trial §; he found, that, after the commuffion of this crime, he was no longer 
matter of their riotous difpofition, and that all his orders were neglected |, They 
broke into a rich houfe, which they plundered ; and the citizens, alarmed with 
this act of violence, fhut their cates againft them, and being feconded by a de- 
tachment of foldiers, fent them by lord Scales, governor of the tower, they re- 
pulfed the infurgents with Great flaughter |. The Kentithmen were fo difcou~ 
raged with this blow, that, upon receiving a general pardon from the primate 
then chancellor, they retreated towards Rochefter, and then difperfed. ‘The par- 
don was foon after annulled, as being extorted by violence: A price was fet on 
Cade’s head *, who was killed by one Iden, a gentleman of Suffex ; and many of 
his followers were capitally punithed for their rebellion. 


* Stowe; p. 364. Cotton, p; 564. - This'author admires. that fuch a piece of injuftice fhould have 
been committed in peaceable times : He might have added, and by fuch virtuous princes as Bedford and 
Glocefler. But it is to: be_prefumed, that Mortimer was guilty ; tho’ his condemnation was highly 
irregular and illegal. The people had at this time a very feeble fenfe of law and a conftitution ; and 
power was very imperfectly reftrained by thefe limits. -When the proceedings of a. parliament were 


fo irtegular, it is eafy to imagine, that thofe of a king would be more fo, + Hall, fol. 159: 
Holingthed, p. 634, £ Stowe, p. 388, 389. Holingthed, p. 633. § Grafton, p. 612. 
| Hall, fol. 160. + Hitt. Croyl. contin. p. 526, * Rymer, vol. 11, p. 275. 
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Ir was imagined by the court, that the duke of York had fecretly inftigated 
Cade to this attempt, in order to make an experiment of the difpofitions of the 
people towards his title and family.*: And as the trial had fucceeded to his with, 
the ruling party had greater reafon than ever to apprehend the future confequences 
of his pretenfions. At the fame time, they heard that he intended to return from 
Iteland; and fearing, that he meant to bring an arméd force along with him, 
they iffued orders, in the King’s name, for oppofing him, and for refufing him 


accefs into England +. But the duke difarmed his enemies by coming attended 


with no more than his ordinary retinue: The precautions of the minifters ferved 
only to fhew him their jealoufy and malignity againft him: He was fenfible, that 
his title, by being dangerous to the King, was alfo become dangerous to himfelf: 
Ele now faw the impoffibility of remaining in his prefent fituation, and the necef- 
fity of proceeding forward in fupport of his claim. His partizans, therefore, 
were inftru€ted to maintain in all companies, his right by fucceflion, and by the 
eftablithed laws and conftitution of the kingdom: Thefe queftions became every 
day more and more the fubject of converfation : The minds of men were infen- 
fibly fharpened againft each other by difputes, before they came to more danger- 
us extremities : And various topics were pleaded in fupport of the pretenfions of 
each party. | ; ” 


The parties of Tue partizans of the houfe of Lancafter maintained, that tho’ the exaltation 
Lancafter and of Henry IV. might at firft be deemed fomewhat irregular, and could not be 


York. 


juftified by any of thofe principles, on which that prince chofe to reft his title, 
it was yet founded on general confent, was a national aét, and was derived from 
the voluntary approbation of a free people, who, being loofened from their alle- 
giance by the tyranny of the preceding’ government, were moved by cratitude, as 
well as by a fenfe of public intereft, to commit the fceptre into the hands of 
their deliverer : That even if that eftablifhment were allowed to be at firft invalid, 
it had acquired folidity, by time, the only principle which ultimately gives autho- . 
rity to government, and removes thofe fcruples, which the irregular fteps, attend- 
ing all revolutions, naturally excite in the minds of the people: That the right 
of fucceffion was a rule admitted only for general good, and for the maintenance 
of public order ; and’ could never be pleaded to the overthrow of national tran- 
quility, and the fubverfion of regular eftablifhments :» That the. principles of li- 
berty, no Jefs than the maxims of internal peace, were injured by thefe pretentions 
of the houfe of York and if fo many re-iterated acts of the legiflature, by which 
the crown was entailed on the prefent family, were now invalidated, the Englifh 
nation muft be-confidered, not as a free people who could difpole of their owa 


* Cotton, p. 661. Stowe, Pp. 391. + Stowe, p. 394. 
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ceflion from one hand to another: That the nation was bound to allegiance un- 
der the houfe of Lancafter by moral, no lefs than by political duty ; and were they 
to infringe thofe numerous oaths of fealty, which they had fworn to Henry and 
his numerous predeceflors, they would thenceforth be fo thrown loofe fiom all 
principles, that it would be found difficult ever after to fix and reftrain them: 
That the duke of York himfelf had frequently done homage to the King as his 
lawful fovereign, and had thereby, in the moft folemn manner, made an indireéct 
renunciation of thofe claims, with which he now dared to difturb the tranquility 
of the public: That even tho’ the violation of the rights of blood, made on the 
depofition of Richard, was perhaps rafh and imprudent, it was now too late to 
remedy the mifchief ; the danger of a difputed fucceffion could no longer be ob- 


viated ; the people, accuftomed to a government, which, inthe hands of the late 


King, had been fo glorious, and in that of his predeceffor, fo prudent and falu- 
tary, would {till afcribe a right to it; by caufing multiplied diforders, and by fhed- 
ding an inundation of blood, the advantage would only be obtained, of exchang- 
ing one pretender for another ; and the houfe of York itfelf, if eftablifhed on the 
throne, would, on the firft opportunity, be expofed to thofe revolutions, which 
the giddy fpirit, excited in the people, gave fo much reafon to apprehend: And 
that tho’ the prefent King enjoyed not the fhining talents, which had appeared in 
his father and grandfather, he might ftill have a fon, who fhould be endowed with 
them; he was himfelf eminent for the moft harmlefs and inoffenfive manners; and 
if active princes were dethroned on pretence of tyranny, and indolent ones on the 
plea of incapacity, there would thenceforth remain in the conftitution no fettled 
and eftablithed rule of obedience to any fovereign. 


Tuese ftrong topics in favour of the houfe of Lancafter, were oppofed by ar- 
guments no lefs convincing on the fide of the houfe of York, The partizans of 
this latter family afferted, that the maintenance of order in the fucceffion of prin- 
ces, fo far from incroaching on the rights of the people, or invalidating their fun- 
damental title to good government, was eftablifhed only for the puirpofes of go- 
vernment, and ferved to prevent thofe numberlefs confufions, which muft enfue, 
if no rule was followed. but the uncertain and difputed views of prefent conveni- 
ence and advantage: That the fame maxims, which enfured the public peace, 
were alfo falutary to national liberty ; the privileges of the people could only be 
maintained by the obfervance of laws; and if no account was miade of the rights 
ef the fovereign, it could lefs be expected, that any regard would be paid to the 


property and freedom of the fubjeét: That it was never too late to correct any. 


pernicious precedent; an unjuft eftablifhment, the longer it ftood, acquired the 
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greater fanction and validity ; it could, with more appearance of reafon, be 
pleaded as an authority for a like injuftice ; and the maintenance of it, ‘inftead of 
favouring public tranquility, tended to disjoint every principle, by which human 
fociety was fupported : That ufurpers would be happy, if their prefent poffeffion 
of power, or their continuance for a few years, could convert them into legal 
princes ; but nothing would be more miferable than the people, if all reftraints 
on violence and ambition were thus removed, and a full {cope given to the at- 
tempts of every turbulent innovator: That time indeed beftowed a folidity on go- 
vernment, whofe firft foundation 'was the’moft infirm ; but it acquired along courfe 
of time to operate this ‘effect, and the total extinction of thofe claimants, whofe 
title was built on the original principles of the conflitution: That the depofition 
of Richard, and the advancement of Henry IV. were not deliberate national aéts; — 
but the refult of the levity and violence of the people, and proceeded from thofe 
very defects in human nature, which the eftablifhment of political fociety, and of 
an order in fucceffion, was calculated to prevent: That the fubfequent entails of 
the crown were a continuance of the fame violence and ufurpation ; they were not 
ratified by the legiflature, fince the confent of the rightful King was ftill wanting ; 
and the acquiefcence, firft of the family of Mortimer, then of that of the family of 
York, proceeded from préfent necéffity, and implied no renunciation of their 
pretenfions: That ‘the reftoration of that order of fucceffion, could not be confi- 
dered as a change, which familiarized the people to revolutions; but as a cor- 
rection of former changes, ‘which had itfelf encouraged the giddy fpirit of inno- 
vation, rebellion, and difobedience: And that as the original title of Lancafter 
ftood only, in the perfon of Henry IV. on prefent convenience, eventhis principle, 
unjuftifiable as it was, when not fupported by laws, and warranted by the con- 
fiitution, had now entirely gone ‘over to the other fide; nor was there any com- 
parifon between a priitce utterly unable to fway the fcepter, and governed entirely 
by corrupt minifters, or by an imperious Queen, engaged in foreign and holtile 
interefts ; and a prince of mature years, of approved wifdom and experience, a 
native of England, the lineal heir of the crown, who by his reftoration would 
replace every thing on their antient foundations. 


So many plaufible arguments could be urged on both fides of this interefting 
queftion, that the people were extremely divided in their fentiments.; and tho’ 
the noblemen of greateft power and influence feem to have embraced the party 
of York, the oppofite caufe had the advantage of being fupported by the prefent 
laws, and by the immediate poffeffion of royal authority. There were alfo many 
great noblemen of the Lancaftrian party, who ballanced the power of their anta- 
eonifts; and kept the nation in fufpence between them. ‘The earl of Northum- 

I berland 
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berland adhered to the prefent government : The earl of Weltmoreland, in fpite Chap. XXI. 


of his connections with the duke of York, and with the family of Nevil, of which 
he was the head, was brought over to the fame party ; and the whole north of 
England, the moft warlike part of the kingdom, was, by means of thefe two potent 
noblemen, engaged warmly in the interefts of Lancafter. Edmund Beaufort, 
duke of Somerfet, and his brother Henry, were grcat fupports of that caule; as 
were alfo Henry Holland, duke of Exeter, Stafford, duke of Buckingham, 
the earl of Shrewfbury, the lord Clifford, lord Dudley, lord Scales, lord Audley, 
and other noblemen. — | 


WuiLe the kingdom was in this fituation, it might naturally be expected, 


that fo many turbulent barons, poffefled of fo much independant authority, - 


would immediately have flown to arms, and have decided the quarrel, after 
their ufual manner, by war and battle, under the ftandard of the contending 
princes. But there were ftill many caufes, which retarded thefe defperate ex- 
tremities, and made a long train of faction, intrigue and cabal, precede the mi- 
litary operations. By the gradual progrefs of arts in England, as well as in other 
parts of Europe, the people were now become of fome confequence ; laws were 


‘ beginning to be refpected by them; and it was requifite, by various pretences, 


previoufly to reconcile their minds to the overthrow of fuch an antient eltablith- 
ment as that of the houfe of Lancafter, ere their concurrence cou!d reafonably be 
expected. The duke of York -himfelf, the new claimant, was of a very mo- 
derate and cautious chara@ter,. an enemy to violence, and inclined to truft rather 
to time and policy, than to fanguinary meafures, for the fuccefs of his pretenfions, 
The very imbecillity itfelf of Henry tended to keep the faétions in fufpence, and 
made them ftand long in awe of each other: It rendered the Lancaftrian party 
unable to ftrike any violent blow againft their enemies ; it encouraged the York- 
ifts to hope, that, after banifhing the King’s minifters, and getting pofleffion 
of his perfon, they might gradually undermine his authority, and be able, with- 
out the perilous-experiment of a civil war, to change the fucceffion, by parlia- 
mentary and legal authority. 


Tue difpofition, which appeared in a parliament, aflembled foon after the ar- 


ic 
rival of the duke of York from Ireland, favoured thefe expectations, and both dif= , 
covered an unufual boldaefs in the commons, and were a proof of the ceneral dife 
contents which prevailed againft the adminiftration. The lower houle, without any 


previous enquiry or examination, without alledeing any other caufe than common 
fame, ventured to prefent an addrefs again{t the duke of Somerfer, the dutchefs 
of Suffolk, the bifhop of Chefter, Sir John Sutton Jord Dudley, and feveral 
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Chep. XX1. others of inferior rank 5 and they prayed the King to remove them lor evel from 
£4 5% his: perfon and councils, and to prohibit them from approaching within: twelve 
miles of the court *. This was a violent attack, fomewhat arbitrary, and 
fupported but by few precedents, againft the miniftry; yet the King durft not 


entirely and openly oppofe it: He replied, that, except the lords, he would ba- 
pith all the others from court during a year, unlefs he had occafion for their af- 


fifttance in fupprefling any rebellion, At the fame time, “he rejected a bill, which 
had paffed both houfes for attainting the late duke of Suffolk, and whieh dif- 
covered a very general prejudice againft the meafures of the court. 


1452. Tue duke of York, trufting to thele fymptoms, raifed an army of 10,000 
whe fit ar. tees with which he marched towards London; demanding a reformation of the 
mament of government, and the removal of the duke of Somerfet from all his power and 
= gst of authority +. He found unexpeétedly the gates of the city fhut againft him; and 

on his retreating into Kent, he was followed by the King at the head of a fuperior 
army ; in which feveral of Richard’s friends, particularly Salifbury and Warwic 
appeared ; probably with a view of mediating between the parties, and of fecond- 
ing, on occafion, the duke of York’s pretenfions. A parley enfued ; Richard ftill 
infifted upon the removal of Somerfet, and his fubmitting to a trial in parlia- 
ment: The court pretended to comply with his demand ; and that nobleman 
was put under arreft: The duke of York was then perfuaded.to pay his.re- 
fpeéts to the King in his tent; and on repeating his charge againft the duke of. : 
Somerfet, he was furprized to fee-that minifter ftep from behind the curtain, and — | 
offer to juftify his innocence. Richard now found, that he was betrayed ; that 
he was.in the hands of his enemies; and that it was become neceffary, for his. 4 
own fafety, to lower his pretenfions. No violence, however, was attempted, | 
againft him: The nation was not in a cifpofition to bear the deftruction of fo po- 
pular a prince: He had many friends in Henry’s army : And his fon, who was. 
not in the power of the court, might ftill be able to revenge his death on all his 
enemies : He was therefore-difmiffed ; and he retired to his feat at Wigmore on, 
the borders of Wales f. | | 

Wuire the duke of York lived’in this. retreat, there happened an. incident, 
which, by encreafing the public difcontents, proyed favourable to his hopes.- 
Several Gafcon lords, affectionate to the Englifh government, and difgulted 
with the new dominion of the French, came to London, and offered to return 
to their allegiance under Henry |], The earl of Shrewfbury, with a body of 8000 


* Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. 2. p, 263, $ Stowe, p. 394. { Grafton, p..620. 
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men, was fent over to fupport them.  Bourdsaux opened its gates to him: He Chap. x2 
made himfelf matter of Fronfac, Caftillon, and fome other places His aairs bore . “ 
for fame time a profperous afpect: But as King Charles haftened to refit this danger- 20% J3'y 
ous invafion, the fortunes of the Englifh were then reverfed ; Shrewifbury, a ve- 
nerable warrior above cighty years of age, was killed in battle; his enguel {ts 
were loft; Bourdeaux was again obliged to fubmit to the French King *; and 
all hopes of recovering that province were for ever extingutihed, 


Ps st : J oad ! 2. 9 Fh SLY) 2 aR 
Pro’ the Englith might deem themfelves happy to be faiily rid of diftant domii- 


nions, which were of no ufe to them, and which they never could defend again 
the growing power of. France; they expreficd great difcontent on this occafion ; 
and they threw all the blame on the miniftry, who ha! not been abic to effect 
impofMibilities. While they were in this difpofition, the birth of a fon to Henry, 13th Octo! 
who was baptized under the name of Edward, was deemed no joyful incicde AL, 
and as it removed all hopes of the peaceable fucceffion of the duke of York, 
who was otherwife, in the right of his father, and by the laws enatted fince the 
acceffion of the houfe of ee next heir to the crown, it had rather a ten- 
dency to inflame the quarrel between the parties. But the duke was incapable 
of violent councils ; and even when no vifible obftacle lay between him and the 
throne, he was prevented by his own fcruples from mounting it. Henry, always 
unfit to exercife the government, fell at this time into a diltemper, which fo 4. 
far encreafed his natural imbecillity, that it rendered him incapable of maintain- 
ing even the appearance of royalty. The Queen and the council, deftitute of this 
finns: found themfelves unable to refift the York party ; and they were obliged 
to yield to the torrent. They fent Somerfet to the Tower; and appointed 
Richard lieutenant of the kingdom, with powers to open and hold a feffion of 
parliament +. That affembly alfo, taking into confideration the fate of the 
kingdom, created him protector during pleafure. Men, who thus entrufted royal 
authority to one, who had fuch evident and ftrong pretenfions to the crown, 
were not furely averfe to his taking immediate and full poffeffion of it. Yet the 
duke, inftead of pufhing them to make farther conceffions, appeared fomewhat 
timid and irrefolute even in receiving that power which was tendered to him. 
He defired, that it might be recorded in parliament, that this authority was 
conferred on him of their own. free motion, without any application on 
his part: He expreffed his hopes, that they would affift him in the exer- 
cife of it: He made it a condition of his acceptance, that the other lords, 
who were appointed to be of his council, fhould alfo accept of that truft, and 
fhould exercife it: And-he required, that all the powers of his office fhould be 
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fpecified and defined by a&t of parliament. This moderation of Richard was cer- 
tainly very unufual and very amiable ; but it was attended with bad confequences: 
in the prefent ftate of affairs, and by giving time for the animofities of faction 
to arife and ferment, it proved the fource of all-thefe furious wars and commo- 
tions, which enfued. ; 


Tue enemies of the duke of York foon found it in their power to make advan- 
tage of his exceffive caution. _ Henry having’ fo far recovered from’ his diftem- 
per, as to carry the appearance of exercifing the royal power; they moved him 
to refume his authority, to annul the regency of the duke, to releafe Somerfet 
from the Tower *, and to commit the adminittration into the hands of that no- 
bleman. Richard, fenfible of the dangers, which might attend his former ac- 
ceptance of the parliamentary commiffion, fhould he fubmit to the annulling of 
it, levied an army; but {till without advancing any pretenfions to the crown. 
He complained only of the King’s minifters, and demanded a reformation of the 


Firft battle of government. A battle was fought at Sr. Albans, in which the Yorkifts were 


St. Albans. 
22d May. 


oth July. 


fuperior, and without fuffering any lofs on their fide, flew above 5000 of their 
enemies ; among whom were the duke of Somerfet, the earl of Northumberland, 
the earl of Stafford, eldeft fon to the duke of Buckingham, lord Clifford, and 
many other perfons of diftinction +. The King himfelf fell into the hands of the 
duke of York, who treated him with great refpect and tendernefs : He was only 
obliged (which he regarded as no hardfhip) to commit the whole authority of 
the crown into the hands of his rival. 


Tis was the firft blood fpilt in that fatal quarrel, which was not finifhed 
in lefs than a courfe of thirty years, which was fignalized by twelve pitched 
battles, which opened a fcene of extraordinary fiercenefs and cruelty, is computed 
to have coft the lives of eighty princes of the blood, and almoft entirely annihilated 
the antient nobility of England. The ftrong attachments, which, at that time, 
men of the fame kindred bore to each other, and the vindictive {pirit which was 
confidered as a point of honour, rendered the great families implacable in their re- 
fentments, and widened every moment the breach between the parties. Yet af- 
fairs did not immediately procéed to the laft extremities: The nation was kept 
for fome time in fufpence: The vigor and fpirit of. Queen Margaret, fup- 
porting her fmall power, {till proved a bailanceto the great authority of Richard, 
which was checked by his irrefolute temper. A parliament, which was foon after 
affembled, difcovered plainly by the contrariety of their proceedings, the contra- 


* Rymer, vol, 11. p. 361. Holingthed, p.642. Grafton, p. 626. + Stowe) ps 399- 
Holingthed, p. 643. | ee 
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riety of the motives, by which they were »actuated. They granted the Yorkifts 
a general indemnity ; and they reftored the protectorfhip to the duke, who in 
accepting it, ftill perfevered in all his former precautions: But at the fame time, 
they renewed their oaths of fealty to Henry, and fixed the continuance of the 
protectorfhip ‘to the majority of his eldeft fon Edward, ‘who was invefted in the 
ufnal dignities of prince-of Wales, duke of Cornwal, and earlof Chefter. The 
only decifive act, ‘pafied by this parliament, was a full refumption of all the 
grants, ‘which had been ‘made fince the death of Henry V. and which had re- 
duced-the crown to the moft fcandalous poverty. 


Ir was not found difficult :to wreft power‘from hands fo little tenacious as thofe 


of the duke of York, Margaret, availing herfelf of that prince’s abfence, pro- 


duced her hufband before the houfe of lords ; and as his {tate of health permitted 
him at, that time to act his part with fome tolerable decency, he declared his 
Intentions to refume-the government, and ta put an end to Richard’s authority. 
This meafure, being unexpected, was not oppofed by the contrary party: The 
houfe‘of lords, who were many of them difgufted with the late a& of refumption, 
afiented to Henry’s propofal: And the King was accordingly declared to be re- 
inftated in his fovereign authority. The duke of York even acquiefced in this 
irregular act of the peers; and nodifturbance enfued. But that prince’s claim to 
the crown was too well known, and the {teps, which ‘he had taken to promote 
it, were too evident, ever'to allow fincere truft.and confidence to have place be- 
tween the parties. “The court retired to Coventry, and invited the duke of York 


and the earls of Salifbury and Warwic to attend the King’s perfon. As they 


were ‘onthe road, they received intelligence, that defigns were formed by their 
enemics-againtt their liberties and lives. - They immediately feparated themfelves : 
Richard withdrew to his caltle of Wigmore in the county of Hereford: Salifbur 
to Middleham in Yorkfhire: And Warwic to his government of ‘Calais, which 
had been committed to him after the battle of St.-Albans, and which, as it gaye 
him the command of the only regular military force maistained by England, was 
of the utmoft importance in the prefent juncture. Still, men of peaceable dif- 
pofitions, and among the reft Bourchier, archbifhop -of Canterbury, thought it 
not too late to interpofe with their good offices, in order. to.prevent that effufion 
of blood, with which the kingdom was threatened ; and. the awe, in which 
each party ftood of the other, rendered their mediation for fome time faccefsful. 
It was agreed, that all the great leaders on both fides fhould meet in London, 
and be folemnly reconciled. The duke of York and~his partizans came thither 
with numerous retinues, and teok up their quarters near each other. for mutual 
| fecurity, 
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fecurity. The chieftains of the Lancaftrian party ufed the fame precaution. . The 
mayor, atthe head of 5000 men, kept a {trict cuard, night and day ; and was 
extremely. vigilant in maintaining peace between them *. Terms were adjufted, 
which-took not away the ground of difference. An outward reconciliation only 
was procured : And in order to notify this accord to the whole people, a folemn 
proceffion to St. Paul’s was appointed, where the duke of York led queen Mar- 
earet, and a chieftain of one party marched hand in hand with a chieftain of the 
oppofite +... The lefs real cordiality.. prevailed, the more were the exterior de- 
monftrations of friendfhip and. amity redoubled. But it was evident-to all men 
of fenfe, that a conteft for a crown could not thus be peaceably accommodated ; 
that each party only watched for an opportunity of fubverting the other; and 
that much blood mut yet be fpilt, ere the nation could be reftored to perfect 
tranquillity, or enjoy a fettled and eftablithed government. 


Even the fmalleft accident, without any formed defign, was fufficient, in the 
prefent difpofition of mens minds, to diffelve the feeming amity between the 


parties ; and had the intentions of the leaders been ever fo amicable, they would 


have found it difficult to reftrain the animofity of their followers. One of the 
King’s retinue infulted one of the earl of Warwic’s: ‘Their companions on each 
fide took part in the quarrel: A fierce combat enfued : The earl apprehended his 
life to be aimed at: He fled over to his government at Calais}; and both par- 


ties, in every county of England, openly made preparations for deciding the 


conteft by war and arms. 

Tre earl of Salifbury, marching to join the duke of York, was overtaken, at 
Blore-heath on the borders of Staffordfhire, by lord Audley, who commanded 
much fuperior forces ; and a {mall rivulet with fteep banks ran between the two 
armies. Salifbury here fupplied his defe& in numbers by ftratagem; a refines 
ment, of which there occur few inftances in the Englifh civil wars, where a 
headlong courage, more than military condu&, is commonly to be remarked. 
He feigned a retreat, and allured Audley to follow him with precipitation: But 
when part of the royal army had paffed the brook, Salifbury fuddenly turned 
upon them, and partly by the furprize, partly by the divifion of the: enemies 
forces, put them to rout: The example of flight was followed. by the re{t of the 
army: And Salifbury, obtaining a complete victory, reached the ceneral rendez- 
vous of the Yorkifts at Ludlow §- 


* Fabian Chron. anno 1458. The author fays, that fome lords brought goo retainers, fome 600. 
none lefs than 400. See alfo Grafton, p. 633. + Holingthed, p. 648. Poly. Virg- P- 506. 
Grafton, p. 634. t Grafton, p. 635. § Holingthed, p. 645. Grafon, Pp. ae 
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Tue earl of Warwic brought over to this rendezvous a choice body of vete- 
sans from Calais, on whom, it was thought, the fortune of the war would much 
depend; but this reinforcement proved, in the iffue, the ruin of the duke of 
York’s party. When the royal army approached, and a general action was every 
hour expected, Sir Andrew Trollop, who commanded the Veterans, deferted to 
the King in the night-time; and the Yorkifts were fo difmayed by this inftance 
of treachery, which made every man apprehenfive of his fellow, that they feparated 
next day without ftriking a ftroke*: The duke of York fled to Ireland: The 
earl of Warwic, attended by many of the other leaders, efcaped to his government of 
Calais; where his great popularity among all orders of men in the kingdom, 
particularly among the military, foon drew to him partizans, and rendered his 
power very formidable. The friends of the houfe of York in England kept 
themfelves every where in readinefs to rife on the firft fummons from their 
leaders. 


AFTER meeting with fome fucceffes at fea, Warwic landed in Kent, with the 
earl of Salifbury, and the earl of Marche, eldeft fon to the duke of York; and 
being met by the primate, the Jord Cobham, and other perfons of diftinétion, he 
marched, amidft the acclamations of the people,.to London. The’city immedi- 
ately opened its gates to.him; and his troops encreafing on every day’s march, 
he foon found himfelf in a condition to face the royal army, which hailened from 
Coventry to attack him. The battle was fought at Northampton; and was foon 
decided againft the royalifts by the infidelity of lord Grey of Ruthin, who, com- 
manding Henry’s vanguard, deferted to the enemy during the heat of action, 
and fpread a confternation thro’ the troops. The duke of Buckingham, the éarl 
of Shrewfbury, the lords Beaumont and Eeremont, and Sir William Lucie were 
killed in the action or purfuit: The flaughter fell chiefly on the gentry and nobi- 
lity ; the common people were fpared by orders of the earls of Warwic and 
Marche+.. Henry himfelf, that empty fhadow of a King, was again taken prifoner 
and as the innocence and fimplicity of his manners, which bore the appearance 
of fanctity, had procured him the tender regard of the people yt, the earl of War- 
wic and the other leaders took care to diftinguifh themfelves by their ref, ectful 
demeanour towards him, 


A parliament was fammoned inthe King’s name, and met at Weftminfter ; ° 


where the duke of York foon after appeared from Ireland. This prince had ne- 
ver hitherto advanced openly any claim to the crown: He had only complained 
of ill minifters, and demanded: a redrefs of grievances: And even in the prelent 


. ~ * F-.1'¥ Cc rk pe uA f +i « 
* Holinefhed, p. 650. Grafton, p. 537. + Stowe, p. 409. + Hall,.fol. pGg. Gratton, p 5 
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crifis, when the parliament was furrounded by his victorious army,.he fhowed 
fuch a regard to law and liberty, as is very unufual during the prevalence of a 


party in any civil diffenfions ; and was {till lefs ta be -xpected, in thofe violent 


and licentious times. He advanced towards the throne; and being met by the 
archbifhop of Canterbury, who afked him, whether he had yet paid his refpedts 
to the King? he replied, that he knew of none to whom he owed that title. He 
then ftood near the throne *, and addreffing himfelf to the houfe of peers, he 
gave them a deduction of his title by defcent, mentioned the cruelties by which 
the houfe of Lancafter had paved at firlt their way to fovereifin power, infifted on 
the calamities which had attended the government of Henry, exhorted them to 
return into the right path, by doing juftice to the lineal fucceffor, and thus plead- 
ed his caufe bateac them as. his 5 accel and lawful judges +. This cool and mo- 
derate manner of demanding a crown, intimidated his friends and difcouraged his 
enemies: The lords remained in fufpence $ ; and no one ventured to utter a-word 
on this occafion. Richard, who had probably expected, that the peers would 
have invited him to place himfelf on the throne, was much difappointed at their 
filence ; but defiring them to reflect on what he had propofed to them, he depart- 
ed the houfe. The peers took the matter under confideration, with as ereat tran- 
quility, as if it had been a common fubjec& of debate: They defired the affift- 
ance of fome confiderable members among the commons in their deliberations : 


They heard, in feveral fucceffive days, the reafons alledged for the duke of York: 
They even ventured to propofe objections to his claim, founded on former entails 


of the crown, and on the oaths of fealty fworm to the houfe of Lancafter §: 


They alfo obferved, that, as Richard had all along born the arms of York, nog 


thofe of Clarence, he could not claim as fucceffor to the latter family y And after 
receiving anfwers to thefe objections, derived fromythe violence and power by 
which the houfe of Lancafter fupported their prefent poffeflion of the crown; they 
ventured at laft to pronounce a _decifion, Their fentence was calculated, as far as 
poffible, to pleafe both parties: They declared the title of the duke of York to 
be certain and indefeafible; but in confideration, that Henry had enjoyed’ the 
crown, without difpute or controverfy, during the courfe of chirty-eight years, 
they determined that he fhould continue to pofiefs the title and dignity during: the 
remainder of his life ; that the adminiftration of the government, ieee Wee: 
fhould remain with Richard, that he fhould be acknowleged the erue and’ lawful 
heir of the monarchy, that every one fhould fwear to maintain his fucceffien, that 
it fhould be treafon to attempt his life, and that all former fettlements of the 


* Holingfhed, p. 655. + Cotton, p.665. Grafton, p. 643. 


_ { Holingthed, p. 657. 
Grafton, p. 645. § Cotton, p. 666. 
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crown, in this and the two lat reigns, fhould be abrogated and refcinded *. The Chap. XXi. 


duke of York acquiefced in this decifion : Henry himéfelf, being a prifoner, could 
not oppofe it: Even if he had enjoyed his liberty, he would not probably have 
felt any violent relu€tance againft ic: And the a@ thus paffed with the unanimous 
confent of the whole legiflative body. Tho’ the mildnefs of this compromife is 
chiefly to be afcribed to the moderation of the duke of York, it is impoffible 
not to obferve in thofe tranfactions vifible marks. of a higher regard to law, and a 
more fixed authority, enjoyed by parliament, than has appeared in any former 
period of Englifh hiftory. 
Ir is probable, that the duke of York, without employing either menaces or 
violence, could have obtained from the commons a fettlement more confiftent 
and uniform: But as many, if not all the members of the upper houfe, had re- 
ceived grants, conceffions, or dignities, during the laft fixty years, when the 
houfe of Lancafter was pofleffed of the government, they were afraid of inva- 
Itdating their own titles by too fadden and violent an overthrow of that family ; 
and in thus temporizing between the parties, they fixed the throne ona bafis, up- 
on which it could not poffibly ftand. The duke, apprehending his chief dan- 
ger to arife from the genius and fpirit of Queen Margaret, fought a pretence for 
banifhing her entirely the kingdom; and for that purpofe, he fent her, in the 
King’s name, a fummons to come immediately to Iuondon ; Intending, in cafe of 
her difobedience, to proceed to extremities againft her, But the queen needed not 
this menace to excite her activity in behalf of the rights of her family. After 
the defeat at Northampton, fhe had fled with her infant fon to Durham, and from 
thence to Scotland ; but foon returning, fhe applied to the northern barons, and 
employed every motive to procure their affiftance. Her affability, infinuation, 
and addrefs, qualities in which the excelled; her carefles, her promifes wrought 
a powerful effect on every one who approached her: The admiration of her 
great qualities was fucceeded by compaffion towards her helplefs condition : The 
nobility of that quarter, who regarded themfelves as the moit warlike of the 
kingdom, were moved by indignation to find the fouthern barons difpofe of th 
crown and fettle the government : And that they might allure the people to their 
ftandard, they promifed them the {poils of all the provinces on the other fide the 
Trent. By thefe means, the Queen had colleéted an army twenty thoufand 
{trong, with a celerity which was neither expected by her friends, nor apprehended 
by her enemies. 


Tue duke of York, informed of her appearance in the north, haftened thither 


1 
I 
with a body of 5000 men, to fupprefs, as he imagined, the beginnings of an 


" Cotton, p. 666. Grafton, p. 647. 
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infurreétion ; when, on his arrival at Wakefield, he found hinifelf fo much out 
numbered by his enemies. He threw himfelf into Sandal caftle, which was fitu- 
ated in the neighbourhood ; and he was advifed by the earl of Salifbury, and other 
prudent counfellors, to remain in that fortrefs, till his fon, the earl of Marche, 


who was levying forces in the borders of Wales, could advance to his affiflance *. » 


But the duke, tho” deficient in political courage, pofieffed perfonal bravery to’an 


eminent degree ; and notwithftanding all his wifdom and experience, he thouzht, . 


that he fhould be forever difgraced, if, by taking fhelter behind walls, he fhould 
for a moment refign the victory toa woman. He defcended into the plain, and. 


offered battle to the enemy, which was inftantly accepted. The great inequality 


of number. was fufficient alone to decide the victory ; but the Queen, by fending 
a detachment, who fell on the back of the duke’s army, rendered her advantage 


till more certain and undifputed. The duke himfelf was killed in the action ; 


and as his body was found among the flain, the head was cut off by Margaret’s 
orders, and fixed on the gates of York, with a paper crown upon if, in derifion 
of his pretended title. His fon, the earl.of Rutland, a youth of feventeen, was 
brought to lord Clifford; and.that barbarian, in revenge of his father’s death, 
who had perifhed in the battle of St. Alban’s, murdered, in cold blood, and with 
his own hands, this innocent prince, whofe exterior figure, as well as other ac- 
complifhments, are reprefented by hiftorians as extremely amiable. The earl of 
Salifbury was wounded and taken prifoner, and immediately beheaded, with feve- 
ral other perfons of diftinction, by martial law at Pomfret +. There fell near 
three thoufand of the Yorkifts in this battle: The duke himflf was greatly and 
juftly lamented by his own party ; a prince who furely merited a better fate, and 
whofe errors in conduét proceeded entirely from fuch qualities, as render him the 
more an object of efteem and affection. He perifhed in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and left behind him three fons, Edward, George, and Richard, with three 
daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, and Margaret. 


- Tse queen, after this important victory, divided her army 3 and fent the 
{maller divifion under Jafper Tudor, earl of Pembroke, half brother to the King, 
againft Edward, the prefent duke of York. She marched herfelf with the larger 
divifion towards London, where the earl of Warwic was left with the command 
of the Yorkifts, Pembroke was defeated by Edward at Mortimer’s Crofs 1s 
Herefordthire with the lofs of near 4000 men: His army was difperfed; he himfelf 
efcaped by flight ; but his father, Sir Owen Tudor, was taken prifonef, and im- 
mediately beheaded by Edward’s orders, This barbarous practice, being once 
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begun, was continued by both parties, from revenge, which covered ‘itfelf under Chap 


the pretence of retaliation *. 
Marcaret compenfated this defeat by a victory which fhe obtained over the 
earl of Warwic.. That nobleman, on the approach of the Lancaftrians, led out 


his army, re-inforced by a {trong body of the Londoners, who were very alvec- 


armies were warmly engaged, Lovelace, who commanded a confiderable body of 
the Yorkifts, treacheroufly withdrew from the combat ; and this difhonourable 
action, of which there are many inftances in thefe civil wars, decided the victory 
in favour of the Queen. About 2300 of the Yorkifts perifhed in the battle and 
Hight; and the perfon of the King fell again into the hands of his own party. 
This weak prince was fure to be almoft equally a prifoner whichever party had 
the keeping of him; and fcarce any more decorum was obferved by the one than 
by the other in their method of treating him. Lord Bonville, to whofe care he 
had been entrufted, ftaid with him after the defeat, on aflurance of pardon, giv- 
en him by Henry: But Margaret, regardlefs of her hufband’s promife, ordered 
immediately the head of that nobleman to be ftruck off by the executioner +. Sir 
Thomas Kiriel, a brave warrior, who had fignalized himfelf in the French wars, 
was treated in the fame inhuman manner. 

Tue Queen made no great advantage of this victory: Young Edward ad- 
vanced upon her from the other fide; and collecting the remains of Warwic’s 
army, was foon in a condition of giving her battle with fuperior forces. She 
was fenfible of her danger, if fhe lay between the enemy and the city of London; 
and fhe found it neceffary to retreat with her army to the north —. Edward en- 
tered London amidft the acclamations of the citizens, and immediately opened a 
new fcene to his party. This prince, in the bloom of youth, remarkable for the 
beauty of his perfon, for his bravery, his activity, his affability, and every popu- 
lar quality, found himfelf fo much poffefled of public favour, that, elated with 
the fpirit, natural to his age, he refolved no longer to confine himfelf within thofe 


“narrow limits, which his father had prefcribed to himfelf, and which had been 


found by experience fo prejudicial to his caufe. He determined to aflume the 
name and dignity of King; to infift openly on his claim; and thenceforth, to 
treat the oppofite party as traitors and rebels to his lawful authority. But as a na- 
tional confent, or the appearance of it, feemed, notwithftanding his _plaufible 
title, to.be ftill requifite to precede this bold meafure, and as: the affembling a 
parliament might occafion too many delays, and be attended with other inconve- 
niencies, he ventured to proceed in a lefs regular manner, and to put it out of the 
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* Holingthed, p. 660. Grafton, p. 650. + Holingthed, 660. t Grafton, p. 652. 
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tionate to his caufe; and he gave battle to the Queen at St. Albans. While the 7", Segibes 
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Chap. XXI. power of his enemies to throw obftacles in the way of his advancement. His ar2 a 
§: my was ordered to affemble in St. John’s Fields ; ‘infinite numbers of people fur- 
rounded them ; an harangue was pronounced to this mixed multitude, fetting forth 
the title of Edward, and inveighing againft the tyranny and ufurpation of the ri- 
val family ; and the people were then afked, whether they would have Henry 
of Lancafter for King ? They uniyerfally exclaimed again{t the propofal, It was 
then demanded, whether they would accept of Edward, eldeft fon of the Jate 
duke of York? They exprefied their confent with loud and joyful acclamations *, ; 
EdwardIV. A great number of bifhops, lords, magiftrates, and other perfons of diftinGion, 
crown, _were then affembled at Baynard’s caftle, who ratified the popular election; and 
the new King was next day proclaimed in London, under the name of Ed-- 

5th March. ward. TV Saf 

In this manner, finifhed the reign of Henry VI. a monarch, who, while yet 
in his cradle, had been proclaimed King both of France and England, and who 
began his life with the moft fplendid profpeé&ts, which any prince in Europe had 
ever enjoyed. The revolution was unhappy for his people, as it was the fource 
of civil wars; but was almoft entirely indifferent to Henry himfelf, who was ut- 
terly incapable of exercifing his authority, and who, provided he met perfonally 
with good ufage, was equally eafy, as he was equally enflaved, in the hands of his 
enemies and of his friends. His weaknefs and his difputed title were the chief 
caules of the public misfortunes : But whether his Queen, and his minilters, were 
not alfo guilty of fome great abufes of power, it is not eafy for us at this dif- 
tance to determine: There remain no proofs on record of any confiderable vio- 
Jation of the laws, except in the death of the duke of Glocefter, which was a- 
private crime, formed no precedent, and was but too much of a piece with the 
ufual ferocity and cruelty of the times. 
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Mifcellancous 1 #£ moft remarkable law, which paffed in. this reign, was that for the due 
tranfactions ofelection of members of parliament in counties. After the fall of the feudal fyf- 
tes Teign. ‘tem, the diftinction of tenures was ina great meafure loft; and every freeholder, 
as well thofe who held of mefne lords, as the immediate tenants of the crown, 
were by degrees admitted to give their votes at cle@ions. This innovation was 
confirmed by a law of Henry 1V t; which gave right to fuch a multitude of 
electors, as was the occafion of great diforder. In the eighth and tenth of , 
this King, therefore, laws were enacted, limiting the ele@ors to fuch as poffeffed 
forty fhillings a year in land, free from all burthen, within the county §. This 


* Stowe, p, 415- Holingthed, p. 661. + Grafton, p, 653. t Statutes at large, 
7. Henry 1V. cap. rg. § Statutes at large, 8. Henry VI. cap. 7. 10.Henry VI. cap. 2. 
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fum was equivalent to near twenty pounds a year of our prefene money ; and it 
were to be wifhed, that the fpirit, as welkas letter of this law, had been maintained. 


Luz preamble of the flatute is remarkable: « Whereas the ele@ions of knights, 
have of late; in many counties of England, been made by outrageous, and excef- 
five numbers of people, many of them of {mall fubftance and value, yet pre- 
tending to a right equal to the beft knights and efquires ; whereby manflaugh- 
ters, riots, batteries, and divifions among the gentlemen and other people of 
the fame counties, fhall very Itkely rife and be, unlefs due remedy be provided 
“© in this behalf, &c,” We may learn from thefe expreffons what an import- 
ant matter the election of a member of parliament was now become in England ; 


That affembly was beginning in this period to. affume great authority: The com- 


mons had it much in their power to enforce the execution of the laws ;. and if 
they failed in their duty; in this particular, .it proceeded lefs from any exorbitant 
power of the crown, than from the licentious {pirit of the ariftocracys and perhaps 
from the rude education of the age, and their own want of a due fenfe of the 
advantages refulting from a regular adminiftration of juttice. 


Wuen the duke of York, the earls of Salifbury and Warwic, fled the king- 
dom upon the defertion of their troops, a parliament was fummoned at Coventry 
in 1460, by which they were all attainted. This parliament feems to have been 
very irregularly conftituted, and fcarcely deferves the name: Infomuch, that an 
act paffed in it, “* that all fuch knights of any county, as were returned by vir- 
** tue of the King’s letters, withowe anyypt election, fhould be valid, and that 
** no fheriff, for returning them, fhould incur the penalty of the ftatute of Hen- 
ry IV *.” All the aéts of that parliament were afterwards reverfed ; ‘* be- 
** caufe it was unlawfully fummoned, and the knights and barons not duly cho- 
fen ct 

Tue parliaments in this reign, inftead of relaxing their vigilance againit the 
ufurpations of the court of Rome, endeavoured to enforce the former ftatutes 
enacted to that purpofe. The commons petitioned, that no foreigner fhould be 
capable of any chure\ preferment, and that the patron might be allowed to pre- 
fent 2Qgw upon the 8 esas of any incumbent {: But the King eluded thefe 
petitions. . Pope Martin\wrote him a fevere letter againit the flatute of provifors ; 
which he calls an:abominable ftatute, that would infallibly damn every one, who 
obferved it§. The cardinal of Winchefter was legate ; and being alfoa kind of prime 
minifter, and immenfely rich from the profits of his clerical dignity, the parliament 


ee 


becaine jealous of his extending the papal power; and they protefted, that the 


* Cotton, p. 664. F Statutes at large, 39 Henry VI. cap. 1. t Cotton, p. 585. 
§ Burnet’s Collection of Records, vol, 1. p. 99. | 
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cardinal fhould abfent himfelf in all affairs and councils of the King, whenever 
the Pope or See of Rome was touched upon *. 


PERMISSION was given by parliament to export corn when it was at low prices; 
wheat at fix fhillings and eight pence a quarter, barley at three fhillings and four 
pence +. It appears from thefe prices, that corn ftill remained at about half of its 
prefent value ; tho’ other commodities were much cheaper. The inland commerce 
of corn was alfo opened in the eighteenth of the King, by allowing any col- 
leGtor of the cuftoms to give a licence for carrying it from one county to another f. 
The fame year a kind of navigation act was propofed with regard to all places 
within the Streights; but the King rejected it §. 


Tue firft-inftance of debt contracted upon parliamentary fecurtty occurs in this 
reign ||. 


* Cotton, p. 593: + Statutes at large, 15. Henry VJ. cap. 2. 23. Henry VI. cap. 6.. 
% Cotton, p. 625. - § Cotton, p. 626. | Cotton, p. 593, 614, 638, 
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ay OUNG Edward, now in his twentieth year, was of a temper well fitted to Chap. XXII, 
make his way thro’ fuch a fcene of war, havoc, and devaflation, as muft 1461. 
3 conduct him to the full poffeffion of that crown, which he claimed from heredi- 

h" tary right, but which he had affumed from the tumultuary election alone of his 

| own party. He was bold, adtive, enterprizing ; and his hardnefs of heart and 

; feverity of character rendered him impregnable to all thofe movements of com- 

paffion, which might relax his vigour in the profecution of the moft bloody re- 

| venges againit his enemies. ‘The very commencement of his reign gave fymp- 

C toms of his fanguinary difpofition. A tradefman of London, who kept fhop at 

y the fign of the crown, having faid, that he would make his fon heir to the crown; 

this harmlefs pleafantry was interpreted to be fpoke in derifion of Edward’s af- 

fumed title ; and he was condemned and executed for the offence*. Such an act 

of tyranny was a proper prelude to the fcenes, which enfued. The fcaffold, as 

well as the field, ftreamed inceffantly with the nobleft blood of England, fpilt in 

the quarrel between the two contending families, whofe animofiry was now be- 
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* Habington in Kennet, p. 431. Grafton, p. 791. 
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come implacable. The people, divided in their affeGtions, took alfo oppofite 


” Creel of party: The partizans of the houfe of Lancafter chofe the red rofe as 


their mark of diftinétion ; thofe of York were denominated from the white ; ; and 
thefe civil wars were thus known, all over ‘Europe, ‘by the name of the quarrel 
between the two rofes. 7 
Tue licence, in which queen Margaret had been obliged to indulge her troops, 

ftruck a great terror into the city of London and all the fouthern parts of the 
kingdom ; and as. the there expected a very obftinate refiftance, fhe prudently 
retired northwards among her own partizans. The fame licence, joined to the 
zeal of faction, foon brought great multitudes to her ftandard; and fhe was 
able, ina few days; to affemble an army ‘fixty thoufand ftrong ‘in Yorkhhire. 
The King and’ the earl of Warwic made hafte, with an- army oh] forty thoufand, 
to check her progrefs; and when they reached: Pomfret, they difpatehed-a- body 
of troops, under. the command of the lord Fitzwalter, to fecure the paflage of 
Ferrybridge over the river Are, which lay between them and the enemy. — Fitz- 
walter took poft at the place affigned him; but was not able to defend it againft 
lord Clifford, who attacked him with fuperior numbers. The Yorkifts were 
chaced over the river with great flaughter ; and lord Fitzwalter himfelf was flain 
in the ation *, The earl of Warwic, dreading the confequences of this misfor- 
tune, at a time when a decifive a€tion was every hour expected, immediately or- 
dered his horfe to be brought him, which he ftabbed before the whole army ; 
and kiffing the hilt of his fword, fwore, that he- was determined to fhare the fate 


of the meaneft foldier +. And to fhow the greaterfecurity, a proclamation was 


at the fame time iffued, giving to. every one who pleafed full liberty to retire ; 
but menacing the fevereft punifhments to thofe who fhould difcover any Sins 
toms of cowardice in the enfuing battle t. Lord Falconbridge was fent to re- 
cover the poft which had been loft; he pafied the river fome miles above Ferry- . 
bridge, and falling unexpectedly on lord Clifford, he revenged the former difaf- 
ter by the defeat of the party and the death of their leader §. 

Tue two hottile armies met at Touton ; and a fierce and bloody battle enfued. 
While the Yorkifts were advancing to the charge, there happened a great fall of 
fnow, which, driving full on the faces of their enemies, blinded them ; and this 
advantage was improved by a ftratagem of lord Falconbridge. That nobleman 
ordered fome infantry to advance before the line, and after having fent a volley 
of fight-arrows, as they were called, amidft the enemy, immediately to retire. 
The Lancaftrans, imagining that they were got within reach of the oppofite 


* W. Wyrcefter, p. 489. Hall, fol. 186. Holingfhed, p. 664. + Habington, p. 432. 
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army, difcharged ail their arrows, which thus fel] fhort:of the Yorkifts, without Chap! XXIE, 
doing any execution*. After the quivers of the enemy were exhaufted Edward ee: 
advanced his line, and committed flaughter with impunity on the ainnnyen Biaig 
caftrians : The bow however was foon laid afide, and the fword decided the com: 
a bat, which ended in a total victory on the fide of the Yorkiits, “Edward ifued 
j orders to give no quarter +: The routed army was purfued to Tadcafter with 
‘ great bloodthed and confufion; and above thirty fix thoufand men are comput- 
ed to have fallen in the battle and purfuit t+: Among thefe were the earl of 
Weftmorelarid, and his brother, Sir John Nevil, the eat of Nordhiimberaaa 
4 the lords Dacres and Welles, and Sir Andrew Trollop §. © The. earl of Devdiw 
fhire, who was now engaged in Henry’s patty, was brought a prifoner to Ed- 
‘q ward; and was foon after beheaded by martial law at York. His head was fix 
7 ed on a pole erected over the gates of that city; and the head of duke Richard 
4 “in that of the earl of Salifbury were taken down, and buried with their bodies. 
aa enry and Margaret had remained at York during the a@tion; but learnine the 
i | defeat of their army, ‘and being’ fenfible, that no place in England eoalthiiow 
i afford them ‘fhelter, they fed? with great precipitation into Scotland: They were 
| accompanied! by the duke of Exeter, who, tho? he had married E’dward’s fitter 
had taken part with’ the Lancaftrians, and by Henry duke of Sometfet whe 
. had commanded in the unfortunate battle of Touton, and who. was the fei of 
¥ that nobleman killed in the firt.battlé of St, Albans, 
| ngs sed ene ee eres 00 ene 
= | gour, to take advantage either 1° Scotland. 
of the wars which England carried'on with France, or of the civil wars which 
SS broke out between the contending families. James I. more laudab'y employed 
7 in-civilizing his fubjeéts and taming them to the falutary yoke of law and jortiey, | 
; avoided all hoftilities' with foreign nations; and'tho’ he feemed interefted to nidin- 
j tain. a ballance between France and England, he gave no farther affittance to 
q the former kingdom in its greateft diftreffes, than permitting, and “perhaps 
encouraging, his fubjects to inhift in the French’ fervice. ° After the murder of 
$ Fete seman ents the minority of his lon and fucceffor, James II. and the 
me 28 | Incident tout, retained’ the Scots: in the fame ftatée of neutrality ; and 
Ry} the luperiority, vilibly acquired by France, rendered it then unneceflary fot her 
P | “fade = CE in her defence. But when the. quarrel commenced. between the 
é ioules © York and, Lancafter, and became abfolutely incurable but by the total 
{ | extinction of one party ; James, who had now rifen to man’s eftate, was tempted 


* 26 - 
ee 180. t Habington, p. 432: t Holingthed, p. 665. Grafton, p. 
aes ut, Croyl. cont. p, 533, § Hall, fol, 187. Habington, p. 433. 
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to ftize this advantage, and he endeavoured to recover thofe places, which the 
Englifh had formerly conquered from his anceftors. He laid fiege to the caftle 
of Roxborough in 1460, and had provided himfelf of a fmall train of artillery 
for that enterprize: But his cannon were fo ill framed, that one of thenr burft as 
he vas firing it, and put an end to his life in the flower of his age. His fon and 
fuceeffor, James lI. was alfo a minor: The ufual diftractions enfued in the go- 
versment : The queen dowager, Anne of Gueldres, afpired to the regency: The 
fairily of Douglas oppofed her pretenfions: And queen Margaret, when fhe fled | 
intc Scotland, found there a people little lefs divided by faction than thofe by 
whom fhe had been expelled. Tho’ fhe pleaded the connexions between the roy- 
al firnily of Scotland. and the houfe of Lancafter, by the young King’s grand- 
mother, who was a daughter cf the earl of Somerfet; fhe could engage the Scots 
council to go no farther than to exprefs their good. wifhes in her favour: But on 
her offer to deliver to them immediately the important fortrefs of Berwic, and to 
cortract her fon in marriage with a fifter of King James’s, fhe found a better re- 
ception; and the Scots promifed the affiftance of their arms to re-inftate her fa- 
mily upon the throne*. But as the danger from that quarter feemed not very 
urgent to Edward, he did not purfue the fugitive King and Queen into their re- 
treit ; but returned to London, where a parliament was fummoned for fettling 
the government. > 


On the meeting of this affembly, Edward found the good effects of his vigo- 
rous meafure in afluming the crown, as well as of his victory at Touton, by 
which he had fecured it: The parliament no longer hefitated between the two fa- 
milies, or propofed any of thofe ambiguous decifions, which could only tend to — 
pe‘petuate and inflame the animofities of party. They recognized the title of 
Edward to the crown, by hereditary defcent, thro’ the family of Mortimer ; and 
delared that he was King in right, from the death of his father, who had alfo 
th: fame lawful title; and that he was in poffeffion of the throne from the day 
chit he afflumed the government, tendered to him by the acclamations of the 
people +. They expreffed their abhorrence of the ufurpation and intrufion of 
the houfe of Lancafter, particularly that of the earl of Derby, otherwife called 
Henry IV. which, they faid, had been attended with every kind of diforder, the 
murder of the fovereign and the oppreffion of the fubjects. They annulled every 
giant which had paffed in thofe reigns ; they reinftated the King in all the pof- 
fefions, which had belonged to the crown at the pretended depofition of Rich- 
aid []. and tho” they confirmed judicial deeds and the decrees of inferior courts, 


® Hall, fol. 137. Habington, p. 434. + Cotton, p. 670. 
they 
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they reverfed all attainders paffed in any pretended parliament ; particuhrly the 
attainder of the earl of Cambridge, the King’s grandfather; as well as that of 


the earls of Salifbury and Glocefter and of lord Lumley, who were forftited for 
adhering to Richard II. * 


Many of thefe votes were the refult of the ufual violence of party: The com- 
mon fenfe of mankind, in more peaceable times, repealed them: And the ftatutes 
of the houfe of Lancafter, being the deeds of an eftablifhed government, and en- 
acted by princes long poffeffed of authority, have always been held as valid and 
obligatory. Whe parliament, however, in fubverting fuch deep fourdations, 
had ftill the pretence of replacing the government on its antient and natiral ba- 
fis: But in their fubfequent meafures, they were more guided by revenge, or at 
leaft the views of convenience, than by the maxims of equity and juftice They 
paffed an act of forfeiture and attainder againft Henry VI. and queen Margaret, 
and their infant fon, prince Edward: The fame act was extended to the dukes of 
Somerfet and Exeter; to the earls of Northumberland, Devonfhire, Pembroke, 
Wilts ; to the vifcount Beaumont, the lords Roos, Nevil, Clifford, Well:, Dacre, 
Gray of Rugemont, Hungerford; to Alexander Hedie, Nicholas Latimer, Ed- 
mond Mountfort, John Heron, and many other perfons of diftinction}. The 
parliament vefted the eftates of all thefe attainted perfons in the crown; tho’ their 
fole crime was the adhering to a prince, whom every individual of the parlia- 
ment had fo long recognized, and whom that very King himfelf, whowas now 
feated on the throne, had acknowledged and obeyed as his lawful fovereicn. 

Tue neceffity of fupporting the government eftablifhed, will juftify more ful- 
ly fome other acts of violence; tho’ the method of conducting them may full 
appear exceptionabie. John earl of Oxford and his fon, Aubrey de Vtre, were 
detected in a correfpondence with Margaret, were tried by martial law before 
the conftable, were condemned and executed {. Sir William Tyrrel, Sir Tho- 
mas Tudenham, and John Montgomery were convicted in the fame arbitrary 
court ; were executed, and their eftates forfeited. This introduction ¢ martial 
Jaw into civil government was a high ftrain of prerogative; which, wee it not 
for the violence of the times, would probably have appeared exceptiorable to a 
nation fo jealous of their liberties as the Englifh were now become§. It was 


impof- 
* Cotton, p, 672.. Statutes at large, 1 Edw. IV. cap. 1. + Cotton, p. 670, W. Wyr- 
cefter, p.-490. t W. de Wyrcefer, p. 492. Hall, fol. 189. Grafton, p. 653. Fabian, 


fol. 215. Fragm. ad finem. T. Sproti. 
§ That we may judge how arbitrary a court, that of the conftable of England was, wemay perufe 
the patent granted to the earl of Rivers ia this reign, as it is to be fourd in Spellman’sGloffary in 
verb, 
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Chap. Xx, 1Mpoffible but fuch a great and fudden, revolution muft leave the roots of difcons 


1461. tent and diffatisfa@tion in the fubjects, which would require great art, or in lieu 
of -it, great violence’ to extirpate them. The latter was more fuitable to the ge. 


nius of the nation in that uncultivated age. 

Bur the new eftablifhment feemed precarious and uncertain, not only from 
the domeftic difcontents. of the people, but from. the efforts of foreign powers. 
Lewis, the eleventh of the name, had fucceéded to his father, Charles, in 1460 5 and 
was led, from the obvious motives of national intereft, to feed the flames of civil dif. 
cord among fuch dangerous. neighbours, by giving fupport to the weaker party, 
But the intriguing and politic genius of this prince was here checked. by itfelf : 
Fav:ng attempted to fubdue the independant {pirit of his: own vaffals, he had 
excited fuch an oppofition at home, as prevented. him. from making all the ad- 
vantage, which the opportunity afforded, of the diflenfions among the Englith. 

1462. He fent however a {mall body to Henry’s affiftance under Varenne, Senefchal of 
Normandy *, who landed in Northumberland, and got pofleffion of the caftle 
of Alnewic; but as the indefatigable Margaret, went* in perfon to France, 
where the follicited larger fupplies+ ; and promifed Lewis to deliver up Calais, if 
her family was by his means reftored to the throne of England); he was afterwards 
perfuaded. to fend along with her a body of 2000 men at arms Tt, which enabled 


1464. her to take the field, and to make an inroad into Eingland. Tho’ re-inforced by 


verb. Conflabularius; as alfo, more fully in Rymer, vol. 11.p. 581. Here is a claufe of it: &; ultertus 
de uberiori gratia nofira eidem commiti de Rivers plenam poteflatem damus ai cogna/cendum, F procedendum, 
 imomnibus, GS fingulis, caufi et negotits, de et fuper crimino lefe majefeatis fru super occafione ceteri/que cau= 
Sti, quibufcungue per prefatum comitem de Rivers, ut conflabuliarum Anglia—eegue in curia confiabularii 
Anglie ab antique, Viz. tempore diGii domini Guliélui conqueforis Jew aliguo fempore citra tra@art, aydirl, 
examinari, aut decidi confueverant, aut jure debuerant, aut debent, caufasque et nezotia prediia cum ouni- 
bus et fingulis emergentibus, incidentibus &F connexts, audiendum, examinandum, et jine debito terminandum, 
etiam fammarie et de plano, fine ftrepitu et figura juftitiz, fola faéti veritate infpecta, ac etiam manu ren 
Sia; fi opportunum vifamn fuerit eidem comiti de Rivers, vices noftras, appellatione remota. ‘The office of 
conitable was perpetual in the monarchy ; its jurifdiGion was not limited to times of war, as appears 
from this patent, and as we learn from. the fame author - Yet its authority was in dire@ contradi@tion 
to Magna Charia ; and it is evident that no regular liberty could fubfift with it. -It involved.a full dic- 
tatorial power, continually fubfitting in the ftate. ‘The only check on the crown, befides the want of 
force tofupport all its prerogatives, was, that the office of conftable was commonly either hereditary 
or during life ; and the perfgn invefted with it, was, for that reafon, not fo proper an inftrument of ar- 
bitrary power in the King. Accordingly, the office was fupprefled by Henry VIII. the moft arbitrary 
of all the Englith princes. - The practice, however, of exercifing martial law, {till fubfifted ; and was 
not abolifhed till the Petition of Right under Charles I. This was the epoch of true liberty, confirmed 
by the Reftoration, and enlarged and fecured by the Revolution, - | 
* Monftrelet, vol. 3. p. gs. Tt W. Wyrcefter, p. 493. Hall, fol. rgo, Holingthed, p. 665. 
t W. Wyrcefter, p. 493. 5 
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4 a numerous train of adventurers from Scotland, and by many partizans of the Chap. XXII. 
family of Lancafter ; the received a check at Fiedgley-more from lord Montacute 1494. 
or Montague, brother to the earl of Warwic, and watden of the eaft Marches 75°” “PH 
between Scotland and England *. Montague was fo elated with this fuccefs, 

that, while a numerous re-inforcement was on their march to join him by orders 

. from Edward, he yet ventured, with his own troops alone, to ateack the Lancaf- Battle ofHex- 
F trians at Hexham, and he obtained a complete victory over them. The duke Bech Mav. 
Somerfet, the lords-Roos, and Hungerford, were taken in the purfuit, and im- . 
mediately beheaded by martia! law at Hexham +. Summary juftice was in like 

manner executed at Newcaftle on fir Humphrey Nevil, and feveral other oentle- 

men {, All thofe: who were fpared in the field, fuffered on the fcaffold ; and the 
utter extermination of their adverfaries was now become the plain object of the 
York party ; a conduct, which received but too plavfible an apology from the 
preceding practice of the Lancaftrians. 





Tue fate of the unfortunate royal family, after this defeat, was very fingular. 
ie Margaret, flying with her fon into a foreft, where fhe endeavoured to conceal 
herfelf, was befet, during the darknefs of the night, by robbers, who either ig- 
norant or .regardlefs of her quality, defpoiled her of her rings and jewels, and 
treated her with the utmoft indignity. The partition of this rich booty raifed a 
‘ quarrel among them ; and while their attention was thus engaged, fhe took the 

Opportunity of making her efcape with her fon into the thickeft of the foreft, 
Bes where fhe wandered for fome time, over fpent with hunger and fatigue, and funk 
a with terror and affliction. While in this wretched condition, the faw a robber 
approach with his naked {word ; and finding that fhe had no means of efcape, 
fhe fuddenly embraced the refolution of trufting entirely for protection to his 
faith and generofity: She advanced towards him ; and prefenting to him the young 
| prince, called out to him, Here, my friend, I commit to your care the fafety of your 
¥ King’s fou. The man, whofe humanity and generous {pirit had been obf{cured, 
| but not entirely loft, by his vicious courfe of life, was ftruck with the fincularity 
of the event, and charmed with the confidence repofed in him; and he vowed, 
not only to. abftain from all injury againft the princefs, but to devote himfelf en- 
tirely to her fafety and protection §. By his means fhe dwelt fome time concealed 
in the foreft, and was at laft conduéted to the fea coaft, whence fhe made her 
efcape into Flanders: She pafied thence into her father’s court, where fhe lived 
a feveral years in privacy and retirement. Her hufbind was not fo fortunate or fo 
: dextrous in finding the means of his efcape. Some of his friends took him un- 


Af pore moe < 


, * Rymer, vol. 11. p. 500. t W. Wyrcefter, p. 498. Hall, fol. 190. Grafton, p. 661. 
+ Pabian, foly2is. -Polyd. Virg. p. 512, 513. § Monftrelet, vol, 3. pe 90. 
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Chap. XXII. der their protection, and conveyed him into Lancafhire; where he remained con- 
1464.  cealed during a twelvemonth ; but he was at laft detected, delivered up to Ed- 
ward, ‘and thrown into the Tower *. T he fafety of his perfon was owing lefs to 
the generofity of his enemies, than to the contempt, which they had entertained 

of his courage and his underftanding. 

Tue imprifonment of Henry, the expulfion of Margaret, the execution and 
confifcation of all the moft confiderable Lancaftrians, feemed to give full fecurity 
to Edward’s government; whofe title by blood, being now recognized by parlia- 
ment, and univerfally fubmitted to by the people, was no longer in danger of 
being impeached by any antagonift. In this profperous fituation, the King: deli- 
vered himfelf up, without controul, to thofe pleafures which his youth, his high 
fortune, and his natural temperament invited him to enjoy; and the cares of roy- 
alty were lefs-attended to, than the diffipation of amufement, or the allurements 
of paffion. The cruel and unrelenting fpirit of Edward, tho’ enured to the fe- 
rocity of civil wars, was at the fame time extremely-devoted to the fofter paffions, 
which, without mitigating his fevere temper, maintained a great influence over 
him, and thared his attachment with the purfuits of ambition, and the thirft of 
milicary glory. During the prefent interval of peace, he lived in the moft fami- 
liar and fociable manner with his fubjecéts +, particularly with the Londoners; 
and the beauty of his perfon, as well as the gallantry of his addrefs, which, even 
unaffifted by his royal dignity, would bave rendered him extremely acceptable to 
the fair fex, facilitated all his applications for their favour. ‘This eafy and plea- 
furable life augmented every day his popularity among all.ranks of men: He was 
the peculiar favourite of the young and gay of both fexes: The difpofition of 
the Englith, little addi€ted to jealoufy, kept them from taking umbrage at thefe 
liberties: And his indulgence in amufements, while it gratified his inclination, 
was thus become, without defign, a means of fupporting and fecuring his govern- 
ment: But as it is difficult to reduce the ruling paffion within ftrict rules of pru- 
dence, the amorous temper of Edward led him into a fnare which proved very 
fatal to his future repofe, and tothe ftability of his throne. 


King’s mar- Jaquetine ve Luxemsoure, dutchefs of Bedford, had, after her hufband’s 
pete death, fo far ficrificed her ambition to love, that fhe efpoufed, in fecond marriage, 
Gray. fir Richard Wideville, a private gentleman, afterwards created lord Rivers, to 
whom the bore feveral children, and among the reft, Elizabeth, who was remark- 
able for the grace and beauty of her efor, as well as for other amiable accom- 
plifhments. This young lady had married fir John Gray of Groby, by whom 
fhe had children ; and her hafband being killed in the fecond battle of St. Albans, 


* Hall, fol. igt. Fragm. ad finem Sproti. Fg Polyd. Virg. p. 513. Biondi. 
fighting 
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fighting on the fide of Lancafter, and his eftate being for that reafon confifcated, Chay. XXII. 


his widow retired to live with her father, at his feat of Grafton in N orthampton- 
fhire. The King came accidentally to the houfe, after a hunting party, in order 
to pay a vilit to the duchefs of Bedford; and as the occafion feemed favourable 
for obtaining fome grace from this gallante monarch, the young widow flung herfelf 
at his feet, and with many tears, entreated him to take pity on her impoverifhed 
and diftreffed children. The fight of fo much beauty in affliction, ftrongly af- 
fected the amorous Edward ; love ftole infenfibly into his heart under the cuife 
of compaffion; and her forrow, fo becoming a virtuous matron, made his efteem 
and regard quickly correfpond to his affection. He raifed her from the ground 
with affurances of favour; he found his paffion encreafe every moment, by the 
converfation of the amiable objeé& ; ‘and he was foon reduced in his turn to the 
pofture and ftile of a fupplicant at the feet of Elizabeth. But the lady, either 
averfe to difhonourable love from a fenfe of duty, or perceiving that the impref- 
fion which fhe had made was fo deep as to give her hopes of obtaining the highett 
elevation, obftinately refufed to gratify his paffion; and all the endearments, ca- 
reffes, and importunity of the young and amiable Edward, proved fruitlefs apaintt 


ier rigid and inflexible virtue. His paffion, irritated by oppofition, and encreafed 
‘by his veneration for fuch honourable fentiments, carried him at laft beyond alf 


bounds of reafon ; and he offered to fhare his throne, as well as his heart, with 
the woman, whofe beauty of perfon, and dignity of charaéter, feemed fo well 
toentitle her to both. The marriage was celebrated privately at Grafton *: The 
fecret was carefully kept for fome time : No one fufpected,. that {6 libertine a prince 
could facrifice fo much to a romantic paffion: And there were in particular {trong 
reafons, which at that time rendered this ftep in the higheft degree dangerous and 
imprudent. 

Tue King, defirous to fecure his throne, as well by the profpeé of iffue, as 
by foreign alliances, had, a little before, determined to make application to fome 
neighbouring princefs; and he had caft his eye on Bona of Savoy, fifter to the 
Queen of France, who, he hoped, would, by his marrying her, enfure him the 
friendfhip of that power, which was alone both able and inclined to give fupport 
and affiftance to his rival. To render the negotiation more fuccefsful, the earl 
of Warwic had been difpatched to Paris, where the princefs then refided; he had 
demanded Bona in marriage for the King; his propofals had been accepted ; the 
treaty was fully concluded; and nothing remained but the ratification of the 
terms agreed on, and the bringing over the princefs into England +. But when 


ey 
© 


* Hall, fol. 193. Fabian, fol, 216. + Hall, fol. 193. Habington, p. 437. Holingthed, 
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the fecret of Edward’s marriage broke out, the haughty earl, deeming himfelf 
affronted, both by being employed in'‘this' deceitful negotiation, and by being kepe 
a ftranger to. the King’s:intentions, who had ‘owed every thing to his friendthip, 
immediately returned to England, inflamed with rage and indignation, ~ The in- 
Huence of paffion, over fo young a mar as Edward, might have ferved as an ex- 
cule for his imprudent conduét, ‘had-he deigned to acknowledge his error, or 
had pleaded his weaknefs ‘as an apology : But his faulty fhame or pride prevented 
him from fo much as mentioning the affair to Warwic: and that nobleman was 


aliowed to depart the court, full of the fame ill humour and difcontent, which he 
brought to it, 


F.vERY incident now tended to widen the breach between the King and this 
powerful fabject. The Queen loft, not her influence by marriage; and the was 


equally lolicitous to draw every grace and favour to her own friends and kindred, 


and to exclude thofe of the earl, whom ‘the regarded as her mortal enemy, * Her 


father was created earl of Rivers: He was made lord treafurer in the room of 
lord Mountjoy *: He was invefted in the office of conftable for life ; and his fon 
received the furvivance of that high dignity +, The fame young nobleman was 
married to the only daughter of Jord Scales, enjoyed the great eftate of that fa- 
mily, and had the title of Scales conferred upon him. Catharine, the Queen’s 
fifter, was married to the young duke of Buckingham, who was a ward of the 
crown {: Mary, another of her filters, efpoufed William Fierbert, created earl 
of Fluntingdon: Anne, a third fifter, was given in marriage to the fon and heir 
of Gray, lord Ruthyn, created earl of Kent §. The daughter and heir of the 
duke of Exeter, who was alfo the King’s neice, was contracted to fir Thomas 
Gray, one of the Queen’s fons by her former hufband ; and as the lord Monta- 
gue was treating of a marriage between his fon and this lady, the preference 
given to young Gray was deemed an injury and affront to the whole family of 
Nevil. 

Tue earl of Warwic could not endare the leat diminution of that credit, 
which he had long enjoyed, and which he thought, -he had merited by fuch im- 
portant fervices. Tho’ he had received fo many grants from the crown, that the re- 
venue, arifing from them, amounted, befides his patrimonial eftate, to 80,000 
crowns a year, according to the computation of Philip de Comines J}; his ambitious 
{piit was itill diffatisfied, fo long as he faw others furpafshim in authority: and influ- 
ence with the King 4, Edward alfo, jealous of that power which had fupported him, 

* W. Wyrcefter, p. 506: 


t Rymer, vol. 11. p. s81.- t W. Wyrcefter, p. 50 
§ W. Wyrcelter, p. 506, 


| Liv. 3. chap, 4. : 4 Polyd, Virg. pecrg. 


° 5 5 


and 


r —— ahi ~ = ag { . mie ’ Ss om . aes i 
Ss a et PRES EN UVENGO MAS he Dane ee ie ci abi RR Lee aro sntens See 


RED WoAs RB. DO-IV. 395 
and which he himfe!f had contributed til! higher tocexalt, was well-pleafed tO Chap. XXII, 
raife up rivals in credit.to the earl of .Warwic; and he juftified by this political 149°. 
view, his extreme partiality to the Queen’s kindred... But the other nobility of 
England, envying the fudden growth of the Widevilles*, were more inclined 
to take part with Warwic’s difcontent, to whofe grandeur they were already ac- 

.cuftomed, and. who had ‘reconciled them to his fuperiority by his gracious and 
popular manners, And as Edward obtained from parliament a general refump- 
tion of all grants, which he had made fince his acceflion, and which had extremely 
impoverifhed the crown +; this aét, tho’ it pafied with fome exceptions, parti- 
cularly one in favour of the earl of Warwic, gave a general alarm to the nobility, 
and difgufted many, even zealous, partizans of the family of York. 

But the moft confiderable affociate, whom Warwic acquired to his party, 

was George, ‘duke of Clarence, the King’s fecond brother. This prince deemed 
himfelf no lefs injured than the other grandees, by the uncontrouled influence of 
the queen and her relations ; and as his fortunes were {ti]] left ona precarious 
footing, while theirs were fully eftablifhed, this neglect, joined to his unguiet and 
reitlefs {pirit, inclined:him to give countenance to all the male-contents ti. Fae 
favourable opportunity of gaining him was efpied by the earl of Warwic, who 
offered him in marriage his eldeft daughter, and co-heir of his immen{e fortunes ; 

a fettlement, ‘which, -as it was fuperior to any that the King himfelf could confer 
upon him, immediately attached him to the earl’s party §. Thus an extenfive 
and dangerous combination was infenfibly formed. againft. Edward and his mini- 





{ ftry: Tho’ the object of the malecontents was not at prefent. to overturn the 
throne, it was difficult to forefee the extremities, to which they might be carried ; ; 
and as oppofition to an adminiftration was always in thofe ages profecuted by 
a force of arms, civil convulGions and diforders were likely to be foon the refult of 


thefe intrigues and confederacies. 


WuiIve this cloud was gathering at home, Edward carried his views abroad, Alliance with 
and endeavoured to fecure himfelf againit his factious nobility, by entering into Seat te: 
foreign alliances. The dark and dangerous ambition of Lewis XI. the moreit ~ 
was known, the greater alarm it excited among all his neighbours and vaffals; and 

f as it was fupported by great abilities, and unreftrained by any principles of faith 
or humanity, they found no fecurity to thenifelves but by a jealous.combination 

. againft him, Philip, duke of Burguody, was now dead: His rich and-exten- 
{rve dominions were devolved to Charles, his only fon, whofe martial difpofition 


-* Bift Croyl. cont. p. 530. + W. Wyrcefter, p. 508. t Grafton, p. 673. 
§ W. Wyrcefter, p. 511. Hall, fol. 200, Habington, p. 439. Holingthed, p. 671. Polyd. 
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acquired him the firname of Hardy, and whofe ambition, more outrageous than 
that of Lewis, but feconded by lefs power and policy, was regarded witha more 
favourable eye by the other powers of Europe. The oppofition of interefts, and 
ftill more, a natural antipathy of character, produced a declared animofity be- 
tween thefe two bad princes; and Edward was thus fecure of the fincere attach- 
ment of either of them, for whom he fhould choofe to declare himfelf. The 
duke of Burgundy, being defcended by his mother, a daughter of Portugal, 
from John of Gaunt, was naturally inclined to favour the houfe of Lancafter *: 
But this confideration was eafily overballanced by politicks ; and Charles, per- 
ceiving the intereft of that houfe to be extremely decayed in England, fent over 
his natural brother, commonly called the baftard of Burgundy, to carry in his 
name propofals of marriage to Margaret the King’s fifter. The alliance of Bur- 
gundy was more popular with the Englifh, than that of France; the commer- 
cial interefts of the two nations invited the princes to a clofe union; their com- 
mon jealoufy of Lewis was a natural cement between them; and Edward, pleaf- 
ed with ftrengthening himfelf by fo potent a confederate, foon concluded the al-. 
liance, and beftowed his fifter upon Charles+. A league, which Edward at the 
ame time concluded with the duke of Brittany, feemed both to encreafe his fecuri- 
ty, and to open to him the profpeét of rivalling his predeceffors in thofe foreign 
conquefts, which, however fhort-lived and unprofitable, had rendered their 
reign fo popular and illuftrious f, 


Bur whatever ambitious fchemes the King might have built on thefe allian- 
ces, they were foon fruftrated by inteftine commotions, which engroffed all his 
attention. Thefe diforders probably arofe not immediately from the intrigues of the 
earl of Warwic, but from accident, affifted by the turbulent fpirit of the age, 
by the general humour of difcontent which that popular nobleman had inftilled: 
into the nation, and perhaps by fome remains of attachment to the houfe of Lan- 
cafter. The hofpital of St. Leonards near York, had received, from an antient 


_ Brant of King Athelftane, a right of levying a thrave of corn from every plough- 


Jand in the county ;. and as thefe charitable eftablifhments are very liable to abufe,. 
the country people complained, that the revenue of the hofpital was no longer 
expended for the relief of the poor, but was fecreted by the managers, and em- 
ployed for their private purpofes. After long repining at the contribution, they. 
sefufed payment: Ecclefiaftical and civil cenfures were iffued again{t them: Their 


goods were diftrained, and their perfons thrown into jail: Till, as their ill-humour. 


* Comines, liv. 3. chap. 4, 6. + Hall, fol. 169, ro7. + W..Wyreefter, p. 5,. 
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daily encreafed, they rofe in arms; fell upon the officers of the hofpital, whom Chap. XXII. 
they put to the fword ; and proceeded in a body, fifteen thoufand ftrong, to the ee 
gates of York *. The lord Montague, who commanded in thofe parts, oppofed 
himfelf to their progrefs; and having been fo fortunate in a fkirmith as to feize 
Robert Hulderne their leader, he ordered him immediately to be led to execti- 
tion ; according to the barbarous and illegal practice of thofe times +. The re- 
bels, however, {till continued in arms; and being foon headed by men of great- 
er diftinétion, Sir Henry Nevil, fon of lord Latimer, and Sir John Coniers, they 
advanced fouthwards, and began to appear dangerous to the government. Hier- 
bert, earl of Pembroke, who had received that title on the forfeiture of Jafper 
Tudor, was ordered by Edward to march againit them at the head of a body of 
Welfhmen ; and he was joined by five thoufand archers under the command of 
Stafford, earl of Devonfhire, who had fucceeded in that title to the family of 
Courtney, which had alfo been forfeited. But a trivial difference about quarters 
having begot an animofity between thefe two noblemen, the earl of Devonfhire 
retired with his archers, and left Pembroke alone to encounter the rebels $. The 
two armies approached near Banbury; and Pembroke, having prevailed in a Batile of Bans 
fkirmifh, and having taken Sir Henry Nevil prifoner, ordered him immediately.bary, 
to be put to death, without any form of procefs. This execution enraged, with: 
_ out terrifying, the rebels : They attacked the W’elth army, routed them, put 26th Julys 

them to the {word without mercy ; and haying feized Pembroke, they took im- 
mediate revenge upon him for the death of their leader §. The King, imputing 
this misfortune to the earl of Devonfhire, who had deferted Pembroke, ordered 
him to be executed in a like fummary manner. But thefe fpeedy executions, or 
rather open murders, did not {top there: The northern rebels, fending a» 
party to Grafton, feized the earl of Rivers and his fon, John; men who had be- 
come obnoxious by their near relation. to the King and his partiality. towards» 
them: And thefe noblemen were immediately executed by orders from Sir John 
Coniers ||. 

Tuere is no part of Englifh hiftory fince the Conqueft, fo obfcure, fo uncer- 

tain, fo little authentic or confiftent, as that of the wars between the two Rofes + 
Hiftorians differ about many material circumftances ; fome events-of the utmoft 
confequence, in which they almoft all agree, are incredible and contradicted by? 
records |; and it is remarkable, that this profound darknefs falls upon us juft on 


the- 
* Hall, fol. 200. Holingthed, p. 672, Polyd. Vire. p. <16; + Grafton; p. 674. 
t Stowe, p. 221. Holingthed, p. 672. Fragm. ad finem Sprotti. § Hall, fol: 2zo1, 202, . 
Grafton, p. 676, 677. | Pabian, fol. 217. 


+ We thall give an inftance: Almoft all the hiftorians, even Comines, and the continuator of the: 
annals of Croyland, .affert, that Edward was.about this time taken prifoner by Clarence and Warwic, 
and 
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the eve of the reftoration of letters, and. when the art of Printing was already, 


known in Europe. All we can diftinSuifh with certainty thro’ the deep cloud, 


which covers that period, is a fcene of horror and bloodfhed, favage manners, 
arbitrary €xecutions, and treacherous difhonourable conduét in al! parties. There 
is no poffibility, for inftance, of accounting for the views and intentions of the 
éarl of Warwic at this time. It is agreed, that he refided, with his fon in law, 
the duke of Clarence, in his government of Calais during the commencement of 
this rebellion ; and that his brother, Montague, acted with vigour again{t the 
northern rebels. We may thence prefume, that the infurreétion had not pro- 
ceeded from the fecret councils and inftigation of Warwic ; tho’ the murder, com= 
mitted by the rebels, on the eatl of Rivers, his capital enemy, forms, on the other 
hand, a violent prefuraption againft him. He and Clarence came over to Eng- 
land, offered their fervice to Edward, were received without any fufpicion, were 
entrufted by him inthe higheft commands *, and ftill perfevered in their fideli- 
ty. Soon after, we find the rebels quieted and difperfed by a general pardon 
granted by Edward from the advice of the earl of Warwic: But why fo coura- 


Geous a prince, if fecure of Warwic’s fidelity, fhould have granted a general par- 
don to men, who had been guilty of fuch violent and perfonal outrages againft 
him, is not intelligible; nor why that nobleman, if unfaithful, fhould have en- 
ceavoured to appeafe a rebellion, of which he was able to make fuch advantages. 
But it appears, that, after this infurreétion, there was an interval of peace, dur- 


ing which the King loaded the family of Nevil with honours and favours of the 
higheft nature: He made the lord Montague a marquefs, by the fame name: 


Fie created his fon, George, duke of Bedford +: He declared publicly his inten- 


and was committed to the cuftody of the archbifhop of York, brother to the earl; but being allowed 
to take the diverfion of hunting by this prelate, he made his efcape, and afterwards chaced the’rebels 
out of the kingdom. ‘But that all the ftory is falfe appears from Rymer, where we find, that the 
King, throughout all this period, continually exercifed his authority, and never was interrupted in his 
government. On the 7th of March 1470, he gives a commiffion of array to Clarence, whom he then 
imagined a good fubje& ; and on the 23d of the fame month, we find him ifluing an order for appre- 
hending him. Befides, in the King’s manifefto againft the duke and ear] (Clauf. 10 Edw. IV. m. 7, 
8.) where he enumerates all their treafons, he mentions no fuch fact: He does not fo much as accufe 
them of exciting young Welles’s rebellion : He only fays, that they exhorted him to continue in hig 
rebellion. We may judge how fmaller fa&ts will be mifreprefented by hiftorians, who can inthe moit 
material tranfaftions miftake fo grofsly. . There may even fome {cruple arife with regard to the propo- 
fals of marriage made to Bona of Savoy ; tho’ almoft all the hiftorians concur in it, and'the fact be very 
likely in itfelf: For there are no traces in Rymer of any fuch embaffy of Warwic’s to France, The 
chief certainty in this and the preceding reign arifes cither from: public records, or from the notice taken 
of certain paffages by the French hiftorians. On the contrary, for fome centuries after the Conquelt, 
the French hiftory is not compleat without the affiftance of Englith authors, 
* Rymer, vol. 11, p. 647, 640, 650. ¢ Cotton, p. 702, 
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tion of marrying that young nobleman to his eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, who, Chap. XXII. 

as he had yet no fons, was the prefumptive heir of the crown: Yet we find, thar, 

| : foon after, being invited to a feaft by the archbifhop of York, a younger brother 

3 of Warwic and Montague, he entertained a fudden fufpicion, that they intended 

to feize his perfon or to murder him: ‘And he abruptly de 
tertainment *, 





parted from the en- 


Soon after, there broke out another rebellion, which is as unaccountable as all] 
the preceding events; chiefly becatfe no fufficient reafon is affigned for it, and 
becdufe, fo far as it appears, the family of Nevil had no hand in exciting and 
fomenting it. It arofe in Lincolnfhire, and was headed by Sir Robert Welles, 
fon to the lord of that name. The army of the rebels amounted to 30,000 men; 
but the lord Welles himfelf, far from giving countenance to them, fled into a 
fanctuary, in order to fecure his perfon againft the King’s anger or fufpicions. 
He was drawn from this retreat by a promife of fafety ; and was foon after, not- 
wihftanding this affurance, beheaded, along with Sir Thomas Dymoc, by orders 
from Edward+. The King fought a battle with the rebels, defeated them, took 
Sir Robert Welles and Sir Thomas Launde prifoners, 


13th March, 
and ordered them im- ” 
mediately to be beheaded. 


. Enwarp, during thefe tranfactions, had {0 | 


ittle jealoufy of the earl of War- 
wic or duke of Clarence, that he granted tl 


4M Commiffions of array for levying 
forces againft the rebels: But thefe noblemen, fo foon as they left the court, 
raifed troops in their own name, jffued declarations aeainft the government, and 
complained of grievances, oppreffions, and bad minifters. The unexpected de- 
feat of Welles difconcerted all their meafures ; and they retired northwards into 
Lancafhire, where they expeéted to be Joined by lord Stanley, who had married 

the earl of Warwic’s fifter. . But as thar nobleman refufed al] concurrence with Warwicaan 
them, and as lord Montague alfo remained guiet in York hire ; they were oblig- Clarence 
ed to.diffolve their army, and to fly into Devonbhire, where they embarked and banithed. 
made fail towards Calais §, 


Tuer deputy governor, whom Warwic had left at Calais, was one Vaucler, a 
Gafcon, who, feeing the earl return in this miferable condition, refufed him ad- 
miffion into the place ; and would not { much as permit the dutchefS of Cla- 


* Fragm. E. IV, ad fin. Sprotti. + Hall, fol. 204. 
442. Holingthed, p. 674, t Rymer, vol. 11. p, ez. 
§ The King offered by proclamation a reward of 1c00 pounds, or 1 
that would f{eize them. Whence we may learn that land was 
chafe, See Rymer, vol. 2. p. 6 
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rence to land, tho’ a few days before, fhe had been delivered on fhip board of a 
fon, and was at that time extremely difordered by ficknefs. With difficulty, he 
would allow a few flaggons of wine to be carried to the fhip for the ufe of 
the ladies: But as he was a man of fagacity, and well acquainted with the revo- 
lutions, to which England was fubject, he fecretly apologized to Warwic for 
this appearance of infidelity, and reprefented it as proceeding entirely from zeal 
for his fervice. He faid, that the place was ill fupplied with provifions; that he 
could not depend on the attachment of the garrifon ; that the inhabitants, who 
lived by the Englifh commerce, would certainly declare for the eftablifhed go- 
vernment; that the place was at prefent unable to refift the power of England 
on the one hand, and that of the duke of Burgundy on the other; and that, by 
feeming to declare for Edward, he would acquire the confidence of that prince, 
and ftill keep it in his power, when it thould become fafe and prudent, to re- 
ftore the fortrefs to its antient mafter *. [tis uncertain, whether, Warwic was 


fatisfied with this apology, or fufpected a double infidelity in Vaucler; but he— 


feicned to be entirely convinced by him; and having feized fome Flemith vefiels 
which he found lying off Calais, he immediately made fail towards France. 


Tus King of France, uneafy at the clofe conjunétion between Edward and the 
duke of Burgundy, received with the greateft demonftrations of regard and 
friendfhip the unfortunate Warwic +, with whom he had formerly maintained a 
fecret correfpondence, and whom he hoped ftill to make his inftrument in over- 
turning the government of England, and re-eftablifhing the houfe of Lancafter. 
No animofity was ever greater than that which had long prevailed between that 
houfe and the earl of Warwic. His father had been executed by orders from 
Margaret: He himfelf had twice reduced Henry to captivity, had banifhed the 
queen, had put to death all their moft zealous partizans either in the field or on 
the fcaffold, and had occafioned innumerable ills to that unhappy family. For 
this reafon, believing that fuch inveterate rancour would never admit of any cor- 
dial reconciliation, he had not mentioned Henry’s name, when he took arms a- 
gaint Edward; and he rather endeavoured to prevail by means of his own ad- 
herents, than revive a party, which he fincerely hated. But his prefent 
diftreffes and the entreaties of Lewis, made him hearken to terms of accommo- 
dation ; and Margaret being fent for from Angers, where fhe then refided, an 
agreement was from common intereft foon formed between them. It was ftipu- 
lated, that Warwic fhould adopt the caule of Henry, and endeavour to reftore 
him to liberty and to re-eftablith him onthe throne; that the adminiftration of 
the government, during the minority of young Edward, Henry’s fon, fhould re- 


* Comines, liv. 3’ chap. 4. Hall, fol. 205. * Polyd, Virg. p. S19. | | 
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fide conjointly in the earl of Warvic and duke of Clarence; that prince Ed- 
ward fhould marry the lady Anne, cond daughter of that nobleman: and that 
the crown, in cafe of the failure of male-iffue in. that prince, fhould defcend to 
the duke of Clarence, to the entire exclufion of King Edward and his pofterity. 
Never was confederacy on all fides, lefs natural or more evidently the work of 
neceflity : But Warwic hoped, that all former paffions of the Lancaftrians might 
be loft in prefent political views ; and that at worft, the independant power of his 
family, and the affections of the peosle, would be able to give him fecurity, and 
enable him to exact the full performance of all the conditions agreed on. The 
marriage of prince Edward with the lady Anne was immediately celebrated in 
France. | , 

Epwarp reafonably forefaw, that it would be eafy to diffolve an alliance, com- 


~pofed of fuch difcordant parts. Fo: this purpofe, he fent over a lady of great 


fagacity and addrefs, who belonged to the train of the dutchefs of Clarence, and 
who, under colour of attending her miftrefs, was empowered to negotiate with 
the duke, and renew the connexions of that prince with his own family *. _ She 
reprefented to Clarence, that he had umwarily, to his own ruin, become the inftru- 
ment of Warwic’s vengeance, and lad thrown himfelf entirely in the power of 
his moft inveterate enemies; that the mortal injuries, which the one royal family 
had fuffered from the other, were now paft all forgivenefs, ahd no idea of an 
imaginary union in interefts could ever fuffice to obliterate them ; that even if 
the leaders were. willing to, forget palt offences, the animofity of their adherents 
would prevent a fincere coalition of farties, and would, in {pite of all temporary 
and verbal agreements, preferve an eternal oppofition of meafures between them ; 
and that a prince, who deferted his own kindred, and joined the murderers of 
his father, left himfelf fingle, without friends, without protection, and would 
not, when misfortunes inevitably fellupon him, be fo much as entitled to any 
pity or regard from the reft of mankind. Clarence was only one and twenty 
years of age, and feems to have pofeffed but a flender capacity ; yet he could 
eafily fee the force of thefe reafons; aid on the promife of forgivenefs and favour 
from his brother, he fecretly engagec, on afavourable opportunity, to defert the 
earl of Warwic, and abandon the Lancaftrian party. 

Durinc this negotiation, Warwic was fecretly carrying on a correfpondence of 
the fame nature with his brother, the marquefs of Montague, who was entire 
ly trufted by Edward ; and like motires produced a like refolution in that noble- 
man. The marquefs alfo, that he might render the projected blow the more 


* Comine:, liv, 3. chap. 5. Hall, bl. 207. Holinghhed, p. 675. 
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deadly and incurable, refolved, on his fide, to watch a favourable opportunity 

for committine bis perfidy, and ftill to maintain the appearance of being a Zzea- 
S p y> iat oD 

lous adherent to the houfe of York. 


A¥rer thefe mutual fnares were thus carefully laid, the decifion of the quar- 
rel advanced apace. Lewis prepared a fleet to efcort the earl of Warwic, and of- 
fered him a fupply of men and money *. The duke of Burgundy, on the other 
hand, enraged at that nobleman for his feizure of the Flemifh fhips before Calais, 
and anxious to fupport the reigning famrly in England, with whom his own in- 
terefts were now collected, fitted out a larger fleet, with which he guarded the 


Channel ; and he inceffantly warned’ his brother in law of the imminent perils, to. 


which he was expofed. But Ecaward, tho’ always brave and often attive, had 
very little forefight or penetration: He was not fenfible of his danger: He made 
no fuitable preparations againft the earl of Warwic+: He even faid,. that the 
duke might fpare himfelf the trouble of guarding the feas, and that he wiflied for 
nothing more than to fee Warwic fet foot on Englith eround tT. A vain confi- 
dence: in his own prowe(s, joined to the immoderate love of pleafure, had made 
him incapable of ail found reafon and refieCtion. 


Tue event foon happened, of which Edward feemed fo defirous. A ftorm. 


difperfed the Flemifh navy, and left the feas open to Warwic §. That nobleman 
feized the opportunity, and fetting fail, quickly landed at Dartmouth, with the 


duke of Clarence, the earls of Oxford and Pembroke, and a {mall body of troops ;: 


while the King was.in the north, engaged in fuppreffing an infurre@tion, which 
had been raifed by the lord Fitz-Hugh, brother in law to Warwic. The fcene, 
which enfues, feems more like the fiction of a poem or romance than an event 
in true hiftory.. The prodigious popularity of Warwic|], the zeal of the Lan- 
caftrian party, the fpirit of difcontent with which many. were infected, and the 
general inftability of the Englifh nation, ‘accafioned by the late frequent revolu- 
tions, drew fuch multitudes to his ftandard, that in a very few days his army 
amounted to fixty thoufand men, and was continually encreafing. . Edward haf. 
tened fouthwards to encounter him; and the two armies approached each other 
near Nottingham, where a decifive action was: every moment expected. The 
rapidity of Warwic’s progrefs had-incapacitated the duke of Clarence from execut- 
ing Fis plan of treachery ; and the marquefs of Montague had here the opportu- 
nity of ftriking the firft blow. He communicated the defign to his adherents; 
who promifed him their coneurrence: They took to arms in the night time, and 
haftened with loud acclamations to Edward’s quarters: The King was alarmed at 


* Comines, liv. 3. chap. 4, Hall, fole 207. +. Grafton, p..637. ~~ t Comines, liv.. 
z.chap. 5. Hall, fol, 208. § Comines, liy. 3. chap. 5. =. { Hall, fol: 20s.. b 
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the nowfe, and ftarting from his bed, heard the cry of war, ufually employed by Chap. XXII. 


the Lancattrian party. Lord Haltings, his chamberlain, informed him of the 
danger, and urged him to make his efcape by fpeedy flight from an army, where 
he had, fo many concealed enemies, and where few feemed to be zealoufly attach- 
cd.to his fervice, He had jut time to get on horfeback, and to hurry with a 
{mall retinue,to Lynne, in Norfolk, where he luckily found fome fhips ready, on 
board which he prefently embarked *.. And after this manner, the earl of War- 
Wic, in no longer fpace than eleven days after his firft landing, was left entire 
matter of the kingdom, 

But Edward’s danger did not end.with his.embarkation. The Fatterlings or 
Flanfe- Towns were then at war both with France and England ; and fome fhips 
of thefe people, hovering on the Englith coaft, efpied the King’s vefiels, and 
gave chace to. them; nor was it without extreme difficulty, that he miade his 
elcape into the port of Alcmaer in Holland. He had fled from England with fuch 
precipitation, that he had carried nothing of value along with him ; and>the oaly 
reward, which he could beftow on the captain of the vffel; that brought him 
over, was a robe, lined with fables; promifing him an ample recompence, if 
fortune fhould ever become more propitious to him-+. 


It is not likely, that Edward could be very fond of prefenting himfelf in this 
Jamentable condition before the duke of Burgundy ; and that having fo fudden. 
Jy, after his mighty vaunts, loft all footing in his own-kingdom, he could be in- 
jenfible to the ridicule,-which: muft'attend himsin the eyes-of that prince, ‘The 
duke, on his part, was no lefs embarraffed how he thould receive the; dethroned 
monarch, As he had ever borne ‘a greater afftétion to’ the houfe of Lancatter 
than to that-of York, nothing but political views had. engaged him to ‘contra 
an alliance with. the latter family; and he forefaw, that probably the revolution 
in England would now -turn, this alliance again{t him, and .render the reigning 
{amaly in that kingdom his implacable and jealous enemy. _For:this reafon, when 
the firft; rumor of that event reached him, attended’ with the circumftance of 
Edward’s death, he feemed rather pleafed with the, cataftrophe ; and it was no 
agreeable. difappointment to find, that he muft either undergo the burthen. of 
fupporting) an exiled prince, or the difhonour of abandoning fo near.a relation tT. 
He began already; to fay, that his connexions were with the kingdom, of Eng: 
land, not with the King ; and that it was indifferent to him; whether.the name 
of Edward or that. of Henry was employed in the articles of treaty $.: _Thefe 


* Comines, liv. 3. chap. 5. Hall, fol. 208. + Comines, liv. 3. chap. s. 
’ : a Las, = 2 : 
t Comines, liv 3. chap. 5.. Habington, p. 44. §. Comines, liv. 3. chap. 6, Hall,fol. 21. 
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fentiments were continually flrengthened by the fubfequent events. Vaucler, the 
deputy @overnor of Calais, tho” he had been confirmed in his command by Ed- 
ward, and even received an annual penfion from the duke of Burgundy on ac- 
count of his fidelity to the crown *, no fooner faw his old mafter, Warwic, re- 
inftated in authority, than he declared for him, and with great demonftrations 
of zeal and attachment, put the whole garrifon in his livery +. And the imtel- 
ligence, which the duke received every day from England, feemed to promife 
an entire and full fettlementin the family of Lancafter. | 
IMMEDIATELY after Edward’s flight had left the kingdom entirely at Warwic’s 
difpofal, that nobleman haftened to London; and taking Henry from his con- 
finement in the Tower, into which he had been the chief caufe of throwing hint, 
he proclaimed him King with great folemnity. A parliament was fummoned in 
the name of that prince to meet at Weftminfter; and as this affembly could 
pretend to no liberty amidft fuch enraged factions, governed by fuch an impe- 
tuous fpiritas Warwic, their votes weré entirely dictated by the ruling party f. 
The treaty with Margaret was heré fully executed: Henry was recognized for 
lawful King ; but his incapacity for government being avowed, the regency was 
entrufted to Warwic and Clarence till the majority of prince Edward ; and in de+ 
fault of that prince’s iffue, Clarence was declared fucceffor to the crown. The 
ufual bufinefs alfo of reverfals went on without oppofition: Every ftatute, made, 
during the reign of Edward, was repealed; that prince was declared to be an 
ufurper; he and his adherents were attainted ; and in particular, Richard, duke 
of Glocefter, his younger brother: All the attainders of the Lancaftrians, the 
dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls of Richmond, Pembroke, Oxford and 


_ Ormond, were reverfed; and every one was reftored, who had loft either hoe 


sours or fortune, by his former adherence to the caufe of Henry. - 


Tue ruling party were more fparing in their executions, than was ufual after - 
any revolution during thofe violent times. The only victim of diftinction was 
John Tibetot, earl of Worcelter, conftable of England. This accomplifhed per- 
fon, born in an age and nation where the nobility valued themfelves on ignorance 
as their privilege, and left learning to monks and fchoolmafters, for whom in- 
deed the fpurious erudition that prevailed, was beft fitted, had been ftruck with 
the firft rays of true fcience, which began to penetrate from the fouth, and had 
been zealous, by his exhortations and example, to propagate the love of letters 
among his unpolifhed countrymen. It is pretended, that knowledge had not pro= 
duced on this nobleman himfelf, the effect which fo naturally attends. it, of hu- 


© Grafton, p. 683. + Comines, liv. 3. chap: 6. Hall, fol. 211. 
+ Grafton, p. 69:1. Fabian, fol. 219.  Polyd, Virg, p. 521. 
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manizing the temper, and foftening the heart *; and that he had enraged the Chap. XXTE. 
Lancaftrians againft him, by the feverities which he exercifed upon them, during "47% 
_ the prevalence of his own party. He endeavoured to conceal himéelf afer the 
flight of Edward ; but was caught on:the top of a tree in the foreft of Weybridge, 
was conducted to London, tried before the earl of Oxford, condemned and ex- 
ecuted, All the other confiderable Yorkifts either fled beyond fea, or took thelter 
- in fanQuaries ; where the ecclefiaftical privileges offered them protection. In Lon- 
don alone, it is computed, that no lefs than 2000 perfons faved themfelves in this 
manner +; and among the reft, Edward’s Queen, who was there delivered of a 
fon, called by his father’s name f. 


QueEn Margaret, the other rival Queen, had not yet appeared in England> 
but on receiving intelligence of Warwic’s fuccefs, was preparing with prince Ed- 
ward for her journey. . All the banithed Lancaftrians flocked to her; and amone 
the reft, the duke of Somerfet, fon ‘to the duke beheaded after’the battle of Eee. 
ham, -This nobleman, who -had long been regarded as head of the party, had 
fied into the Low Countries on the dittondhure of his friends ; and as he concealed 
his name and quality, he had languifhed in the moft extreme want and indigence. 
Philip de Comines tells us §, that he himfelf there faw him, as well as the duke 
of Exeter, in a condition no better than’ that of the meaneft beggar ; till being 
difcovered by Philip duke of Burgundy, they had {mall pedifions ‘allowed them, 
and were living in filence and obfcurity, when thé fuccefs of their party called 
them from. their retreat. -Buteboth Somerfet.and Margaret were detained by 
contrary winds, from reaching England }|, till anew revolution in that kingdom, 
no lefs fudden and furptizing than the former, threw them into greater heoav’d 
than that from which they had juft emerged. 


Tuo’ the duke of Burgundy, by neglecting Edward, and paying court to the 
/eftablifhed government, had endeavoured to conciliate the friendthip of the Lan- 
caftrians, he found that they had -not fucceeded to his wifh; and the antient con- 
nexions between the King of France, and the earl of Warwic, ftill held him in 
great doubt and anxiety |. This nobleman, too haftily regarding Charles as his 
determined enemy, had fent over to Calais a body of 4000 men, who committed 
inroads on the Low-countries * ; and the duke of Burgundy faw himfelf in dan- 
ger of being opprefied by the united arms of France and of England, He re- 
folved therefore to grant fome affiftance to his brother-in-law ; but in fuch a co- 
vert manner, as fhould give the leaft offence. poflible to the government of Eng- 


= 


* Hall, fol. 210. Stowe, p. 422. + Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7. t Hall, fol. 210. 
stowe, p. 423. Holingfhed, p.677. Grafton, p. 690. § Liy. 3. chap. 4-— | Graf- 
ton, p. 692. Polyd. Virg. p. 522. 4+ Hall, fol, 205. _ * Comines, liv. 3. chap. 6. 
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land. He equipped four large vefiels,in the name of fome private merchants, at Terreer 
in Zealand ; and caufing ‘petite fhips to be fecretly hired. of the Eafterlings, he de- 
ie d this {aral] fquadron, to Edward, who, receiying alfo a\fum of money from 

he duke, immediately fet fail for England. .No lene was Charles informed of 
his departure, than he iffued a proclamation inhibiting all his fubje€ts to give him 
countenance or,afliftance *';. an artifice which could’not blind the earl of Warwic, 
but which might ferve as a decent pretence, | if he was fo difpofed, for maintaining 
friendthip with the-houle, of, Burgundy, 


EpWwarp,) impatient te take revenge iof his enemies, and to recover his loft 
authority, made an attempt to land with his “forces; which exceeded not 2000 
men, on the coait of Norfolk; but being there repulfed +, he failed northwards, 
and difembarked at Ravenfpur in Yorkthire,.. Finding,-that the new magiitrates, 
who had been placed in, authority. by:the earhof Wativic, kept the people from 
joining, him, he pretended;.and,¢ven made oath, that he-came not to challenge the 
crown, but only the inheritance.of the-houle of York, which of right belonged 
to him,;, and-that he did not. intend. to raife a civil, war-in the: kingdom t.. His 
partizans every moment flocked to-his ftandard: Ale was admitted:into the city of 
York, § :, And-he was: foon)in a fituation,’ whichigave him hopes. of fuccefs in ail 
his claims and-pretenfions. .. ‘The marquis of, Mostague commanded. in the north- 
ern counties; but from fomé niyfterious reafons, which, as well as many other 
important tranfactions in that age, no hiftorian has cleared up, he totally neglected 
the beginnings of an infurrection, which he ought to have efteemed fo Fond 
able |. © Warwic aflembled an.army at Leicefter, with an intention of meeting: 
and of. giving battle to the enemy.; but Edward, by taking another road, paffed 
him Bhragietiad. and prefented himfelf.before the, gates of London. Had he 
here been refufed admittance, he was totally ruined : Butthere were many caufes, 
which inclined the citizens to favour him. His numerous friends, iffuing forth, 


from their fanétuaries, were active in his caule ; many rich merchants, who had 


formerly lent -him money, faw_no other chance for their payment but his reftora- 
tion; the city-dames, who had been liberal of their fayours to him, and. who 
itill retained an affection for this young and gallant prince, fwayed their hufbands 
and friends in his behalf |; and above all, the archbifhop of York, Warwic’s 
brother, to whom the care of the city was committed, had feeretly, from unknown 
reafons, entered into. a correfpondence with him, and he facilit ated Edward’ s ad- 


* ‘Comines, ers chap. 6. ae -Holingthed, p. 67 79. t Hall, fol. 214. Habing- 
ton, p.447.  Holingthed, p. 679. Grafton, p. 698. Fudan; fol. 219. § Polyd. Virg. 
p. s24- Leland’s colleét. vol. 2: p. 504. | Hall, fol. 215. cena A 447: Foling- 
fhed, p. 680. Polyd. Virg. p: 524. 4. Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7 
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miffion into London. The mott likely caufe, which can be afligned for thofe Chap. XXII. 

multiplied infidelities, even in the family itfelf of Nevil, is the fpirit of faétion, st 
which, when it becomes inveterate, it is very difficult for any man entirely to 

fhake off. Thefe perfons, who had long diftinguifhed themfelves in the York 

party, were unable to act with zeal and cordiality for the fupport of the Lancaf- 


3 . trians ; and they were inclined, by every profpect of favour or accommodation, 
; offered them by Edward, to-return to their‘antient connexions. However this 
_ May be, Edward’s entrance into London, ‘made him matter not only of that rich 


and powerful city, but alfo of the perfon of Henry, ‘who, deftined to be the 
perpetual fport of fortune, thus fellagain into the hands of hig enemies *. 

Iv appears not, that Warwic, ‘during his’fhort adminiftration, which had con- 
tinued only fix months, had been guilty of any unpopular aéts,:or had any wife 
f deferved to forfeit that general favour, with which he had fo lately overwhelmed 
) Edward. But this prince, who was formerly the defendant, was how the aor 
grefior; and having overcome the difficulties, which always attend the béginnings 
of an infurrection, pofleffed many advantages above his enemy : His-partizans 
were actuated by that zeal. and courage, which the notion of an attack infpires 5 
his opponents were intimidated for a like reafon every one, who had been dif- 
appointed in the hopes, which he had entertained from Wartwic’s elevation, either 
became a cool friend, or an open. enemy to that nobleman; and each malecontent, 
from whatever caufe, proved an acceftion to Edward's army. The Kine, theres 
fore, found himielf ima condition ‘to face the earl of Warwic, who, being re- 
inforeed-by his fon in-Jaw, the duke of Clarence, and his brother the marquis 
of Montague, took poft at Barnet, in the neighbourhood of London. The ar 
rival of Queen Margaret was every day expected; who would have drawn toge- 
ther.all the true Lancaftrians, and have brought a mighty ‘acceffion to Warwic% 
: forces: But this very confideration proved a motive to the earl rather’ to hurry on 
! a decifive action, than to fhare the vitory with rivals and antient enemies, who, 
he forefaw, would, in cafe of fuccefs, claim the chief merit in the enterprize +, 
| But while his jealoufy was all directed towards that fide; he overlooked the dar- 
| gerous infidelity of. friends, who lay the neareft to his bofon. His brother, 
Montague, who had lately teniporized, feems now to have remained fincerely 
. attached to the interefts of his family: But his fon in Jaw, tho’ bound to him by 
os every tye of honour and gratitude, tho’ he fhared the power of the regency, tho” 
: he had been invefted by Warwic in all the honours and patrimony of the houfe cf 
York, refolved to fulfil the fecret engagements, which he had forinerly: taken 
with his brother, and to: fupport the interefts.of his own family : He deferted to’ 


f. 


: 
: * Grafton, p. 702, + Comines, liv. 3 chap. 7. 
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Chap XXII. ¢he King in the night-time, and carried over a body of 12000 men along with 
os him *, Warwic was now too fat advanced to retreat; and as he rejected with 
difdain all terms of peace offered him by Edward and Clarence, he was obliged 
14th April. to hazard a general engagement. The battle was fought with great obitinacy on 
oe ak Hee both fides: The two armies, in imitation of their leaders, exerted uncommon atts 
of Warwic. of valour: And the victory remained long undecided between them. | But an ac- 
cident threw at laft the balance to the fide of the Yorkifts. Edward’s cognifance 
was a fun; that of Warwic a ftar with rays; and the miftinefs of the morning 
rendering it difficult to diftinguifh them, John earl. of Oxford, who fought on 
the fide of the Lancaftrians, was, by miftake, attacked by his friends, and chaced 
off the field of battle +. Warwic, contrary to his more ufual practice, engaged 
that day on foot, refolving to fhow his army, that he meant to fhare every fortune 
with them, and he was flain in the thickeft of the engagement +: His brother 
underwent the fame fate: And as Edward had iffued orders not-to give any quar- 
ter, a great and undiftinguifhed flaughter was made in the purfuit §. There fell 

about 1500 on the fide of 1 the conquerors. ., 


Tue fame day that this decifive battle was fought {, Queen Margaret and her 
‘fon, now about eighteen years of age, and a very promifing youth,, arrived at 
Weymouth, fupported by a {mall body. of French forces. When this princefs 
received intelligence of her hufband’s captivity, and of the defeat and death of 
the earl of Warwic, her courage, which had fupported her under fo many difaf- 
trous events, here quite left her ; and fhe immediately forefaw all the difmal con- : 
fequences of this calamity. She took fanctuary at firft in the abbey of Beaulieu 4 ; 
but being encouraged by the appearance of Tudor, earl of Pembroke, and Court- 
ney earl of Devonfhire, of the lords Wenloc.and St. John, with other men of 
rank, who exhorted her ftill to hope for fuccefs, fhe refumed her former fpirit, 
and determined to defend to the utmoft the ruins of her fallen fortunes. She ad- ° 
vanced thro’ the counties of Devon, Somerfet, and Glocefter, encreafing her ar- 
my on each day’s march; but was at laft overtaken by the rapid and expeditious 
BattleofTeu- edward, at Teukefbury, on the banks of the Severne. The Lancaftrians were 
kefbury. here totally defeated: The earl of Devonfhire and lord Wenloc, were killed in 
4th May: the field: The duke of Somerfet, and about twenty other perfons of diftinétion, 
having taken fhelter in a church, were furrounded, dragged out, and immediately 
beheaded : About 3200 of their fide fell in battle: And the army was entirely 


difperfed. 
* Grafton, p. 700. Comines, liv. 3. chap. 7. Leland’s Colle&. vol. 2. p. 505. + Habing- 
ton, p- 449- { Cominesy liv. 3. chap. 7. § Hall, fol. 218. | Leland’s Colle&. 


vol. 2, p. 505. + Hall, fol. 219. Habington, p. 451. Grafton, p. 706. ‘Dolly. Virg. p. 528. 
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Quern Margaret and her fon were taken prifoners, and brought to the King, 
who afked the prince, after an infulting manner, how he dared to invade his do- 
minions ? The young prince, more mindful of ‘his high birth than of his prefent 
fortune, replied, that he came thither to claim his juft inheritance. The unge- 
nerous Edward, infenfible to pity, ftruck him on the face with his gauntlet ; and 
the dukes-of Clarence and Glocefter, lord Haftings and fir Thomas Gray, taking 
the blow as a fignal for farther violence, hurried the prince into the next apart- 
ment, and there difpatched him with their daggers *. Margaret was thrown in- 


to the Tower: King Henry expired in that confinement a few days after the battle teed 
prince ita- 
ward. 
It is pretended, and was generally believed, that the duke of Glocefter killed. 21 May. 


of Teukefbury ; but whether he died of a natural or violent death is uncertain. 


him with his own hands +: But the univerfal odium under which that prince’s 
memory defervedly labours, inclined perhaps the nation to aggravate his crimes 
without any fufficient authority. It is certain, however, that Henry’s death was 
very fudden ; and tho’ he laboured before under an ill {tate of health, this cir- 
cumftance, joined to the general manners of the age, gave.a very natural ground 
of fufpicion ; which was rather increafed than diminifhed, by the expofing of his 


Chap. XXT. 


body to public view. ‘That precaution ferved only to recal many fimilar-inftances - 


in the Englifh hiftory, and to fuggeft the comparifon. 

Aut the hopes of the Lancaftrians feemed now to be utterly extinguifhed. 
Every legitimate prince of that family was dead: Almoft all the great leaders of 
the party had perifhed in battle or on the {caffold : Jafper, earl of Pembroke, who 
was levying forces in Wales, difperfed his army, when he received intelligence of 
the battle of Teukefbury ; and he fled into Brittany with his nephew, the young 
earl of Richmond }. The baftard of Falconbrige, who had levied fome forces, 
and advanced to London during Edward’s abfence, was repulfed; his men deferted 
him ; he was taken prifoner and immediately executed §: And peace being now 
fully reftored to the nation, a parliament was fummoned, which ratified, as ufual, 
all the acts of the victor, and recognized his legal authority. 


But this prince, who had been fo firm and active, and intrepid during the 
courfe of adverfity, was ftill unable to refift the allurements of a profperows for- 
tune ; and he wholly devoted himfelf as before, to pleafure and amufement, after 
he became entirely mafter of his kingdom, and had no Jonger any enemy who 
could give him anxiety or alarm. | He recovered, however, by this gay and in- 
offenfive courfe of life, and by his eafy, familiar manners, that popularity, which 


* Hall, fol..2z1. Habington, p. 453. Holingfhed, p. 688, Polyd. Virg. p. 530. 4+ Co- 
mines, Hall, fol. 223. Grafton, p. 703. } Habington, pr4g4ee Rolyd, Varg. pe 531. 
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Chap. XXIE. ict is natural to rmagine, he had loft by the repeated cruelties exercifed upon. his 
47%" enemies ; and’ the example alfo of his jovial feftivity, ferved to abate the former 
acrimony of faction among his fubjects, and to reftore the focial difpofition, which 
had been {0 long interrupted between the oppofite parties. All men feemed to be 
fully fatisfed with the prefent government ; and the memory of paft calamities 
- ferved only to. imprefs the people more ftrongly with a fenfe of their allegiance,, 
and with the refolution of never incurring any more the hazard of renewing fuch 
direful fcenes. 


Bur while the King was thus indulging himfelf in pleafure, he was rouzed 
from the lethargy by a profpeét of foreign conquefts, which, it is probable, his. 
defire of ‘popularity, more than the fpirit of ambition, had made him covet.. 
‘Tho* he deemed himfelf very little beholden to the duke’ of Burgundy, for the 
reception which that prince had given him during his exile *, the political interefts. 
of their ftates maintained {till a clofe connexion between them; and they agreed 
to unite their arms in making a powerful invafion on France. A league was 
formed, in which Edward ftipulated to pafs the feas with an army, exceeding 
10,000 men, and to invade the French territories : Charles promifed to join him 
with all his forces: The King was to challenge the crown. of France, and to ob- 
tain at leaft the provinces of Normandy and Guienne: The duke was to acquire 
Champaigne and fome other territories, and ‘to free all his dominions from the 
burthen of homage to the crown of France: And neither party was to make 
peace without the confent of the other +. They were the more encouraged to 
hope for fuccefs from this league, as the count de St: Pol, conftable of France, 
who was matter of St. Quintin, and fome towns on theSomme, had fecretly pro- 
mifed them his affiftance ; and there were alfo hopes: of engaging the duke of 
Brittany to enter into the confederacy. 


Tue profpect of a French war was always-a fure means of making the parliae 
‘ment open their purfes, as far as the habits of that age would permit. They. 
voted the King a.tenth.of-rents, or two fhillings in the pound; which. muft have 
been very inaccurately levied, fince it. produced only 31,460, pounds; and they 
added to this fupply a whole fifteenth, and three quarters of another ¢: But as’ 
the King deemed thefe fiums {till unequal to the undertaking, he attempted to le- 
vy money. by the way of benevolence; a: fort of. exaction, which, except during 
the reign of Fdenry III, had fcarce ever been practiced in former times, and which, 
tho’ the confent of the parties was pretended to be gained, could not be efteemed 


1474. 
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entirely voluntary *. The claufes, annexed to the parliamentary grant, fhow Chap. XXIi. 
fufficiently the fpirit of the nation in this refpeét.. The money levied by the ff. ‘4?+ 
teenth was not to be put into the King’s hands, but to be kept in religious houfes; 

and if the expedition into France did not take place, it was immediately to be 

refunded to the people. After thefe grants, the parliament was diffolved,. which 

had {at near two years and a half, and had undergone feveral prorogations ; a prac- 

tice not very ufual at that time in England. 


Tue King paffed over to Calais with an army of 1500 men atarms, and T5000. 147. 
archers ; attended with all the chief nobility of England, who, prognofticating ree. 
nour +. But all their fanguine hopes were damped, when they found, on enter- 
ing the French territories, that neither the conftable opened his gates to them, 
nor did the duke of Burgundy bring them the fmalleft affifttance. That prince, 
tranfported by his ardent temper, had carried all his armies to a greatidiftance, 
and had employed them in wars on the frontiers of Germany, and againit the duke 
of Lorrain; and tho’ he came in perfon. to Edward, and endeavoured to apolo« 
gize for this breach of treaty, there was no profpect that they would be able this cam- 
paign to make a conjunction with the Englith. This circumftance gave great dif- 
guft to the King, and inclined him to hearken to thofe advances, which Lewis 
continually made him for an accommodation, 

Txat monarch, more {wayed by political views than by the point of honour, 
deemed no fubmiffions too mean, which could free him from enemies, who had 
proved fo formidable to his predeceflors, and who, united to fo many other ene- 
mies, might ftill fhake the well eftablifhed government of France. It appears fram Co- 
mines, that difcipline was, at this time, very imperfect among the Engelifh ;.and that 
their civil wars, tho’ long continued, yet, being always decided by hafty battles, 
had {till left them ignorant of the improvements, which the military art was be- 
ginning to receive upon the continent {. But as Lewis was fenfible, that the 
warlike genius of the people would foon render them excellent foldiers, he was far 
from defpifing them for their prefent want of experience; and he employed all 
his art to detach them from their alliance with Burgundy. When Edward fent 
a herald to claim the crown of France, and to carry him a‘defiance in cafe of re- 
fufal ; fo far from anfwering to this bravado in like haughty terms, he replied 
with great temper, and even made the herald a confiderable prefent §: He took 


* Hall, fol. 226. Habington, p. 461. Grafton, p..719., Fabian, fol. 221. 

+ Comines, liv. 4, chap. 5. “This author fays, (chap. 11.), that the King artfully brought over fome 
of the richeit of his fubjeéts, who, he knew, would be’ foon tired of the war, and would promote 
all propofals of peace, which he forefaw, would foon become neceflary, 

t{ Comites, liv. 4. chap. 5. § Comines, liv, 4. chap, 5, Hall, fol, 227, 
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afterwards an opportunity of fending a herald to the Enghth camp ; and giving 
him directions to apply to the lords Stanley and Shaw ant who, he eared were 
friends to peace, he defired the good offices of thefe noblemen in promoting an. 
accommodation with their mafter*. As Edward was now fallen into like difpo-. 
fitions, a truce was foon concluded on terms more advantageous than honourable 
to Lewis. He ftipulated to pay Edward immediately 75,000 crowns, on con- 
dition that he fhould withdraw his army from France, and promifed to pay him 
50,000 crowns a year during their joint lives: It was added, that the Dauphin, 
when of age, fhould marry Edward’s eldeft daughter. In order to ratify this 
treaty, the two monarchs agreed to have a perfonal interview ; and for this pur- 
pofe, fuitable preparations were made at Pecquigni near Amiens: A clofe rail 
was drawn acrofs a bridge in that place, with no larger intervals than would al-. 
low the arm to pafs; a precaution which was ufed to prevent a like accident with 
that which happened to John duke of Burgundy in his conference with the Dau- 
phin at Montereau: Edward and Lewis came to the oppofite fides ; conferred 
privately together ; and having confirmed their friendfhip, and interchanged many 
mutual civilities, they foon after parted f. 


Lewis was anxious not only to gain the King’s friendfhip ; but alfo that of the 
nation, and ofall the Sraditictidle, perfons in the Englifh court. He beftowed 
penfions, to the amount of 16,000 crowns a year, on feveral of the King’s fa- 
vourites; on lord Haftings two thoufand crowns; on lord Howard and "others 
in proportion ; and thefe great minifters were not afhamed thus to receive wages 
from a foreign prince §. As the two armies, after the conclufion of the truce, 
remained fome time in the neighbourhood of each other, the Englifh were not: 
only admitted freely into Amiens, where Lewis refided, but had alfo all their 
charges defrayed, and had wine and victuals furnifhed them in every inn, with- - 
out any payments being demanded. They flocked thither in fuch multitudes, 
that once above nine thoufand.of them were in the town, and they might have 
made themfelves malters of the King’s perfon; but Lewis, concluding from their 
carelefs and diffolute manner of living, that they had no bad intentions, was care- 
ful not to betray the leaft figns of fo or jealoufy. And when Edward, in- 
formed of this diforder, dehced him to fhut the gates again{ft them ; he replied, 
that he would never agree to exclude the Englifh from the place where he refid-. 
ed; but Edward, if he pleafed, might recall them, and place his own officers at: 
the gates of Amiens to prevent their returning |. 


* Comines, liv. 4. chap. 7. + Rymer, vol. 12. p. 17. t Comines, liv. 4. chap. 9-. 
§ Hall, fol. 235. | Comines, liv. 4. chap. 9. Hall, fol. 233. 
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Lewis's defire of confirming a mutual amity with England, engaged him even Chap. XXIL 


to make imprudent advances, which coft him afterwards fome pins to evade. In 
the conference at Pecquigni, he had faid to Edward, that he withed to have a vifit 
from him at Paris; that he would there endeavour to amufe him with the ladies:; 
and that, in cafe any offences were then committed, he would affign him the car- 
dinal of Bourbon for confeffor, who, from fellow-feeling, would not be over and 
above fevere in the penances, which he would: injoin. This hint mace deeper 


be impoffible to perfuade Edward to take a journey with him to Paris, where 
they might make merry together. _ Lewis pretended at firft not to hear this offer ; 
but on Howard’s repeating it, he expreffed his concern, that. his wars.with the 
duke of Burgundy would not permit him to attend his royal gueft, and do him 
the honours he intended. ‘* Edward,” faid he privately to Comines, ‘* is a ve- 
ss ry handfome and a very amorous prince: Some lady at Paris may like him as 
<¢ well as he fhall do her; and may invite him to return in another manner. [It 
‘* is better that the Yea fhould be between us. * | 
Tus treaty did very little honour to either of thefe monarchs: It difcovered 
the imprudence of Edward, who had taken: his meafures fo ill with his alltes, as to 
be obliged, after fuch expenfive preparations, to return without making any ac- 
quifitions, equivalent to them: it fhowed the want of dignity in Lewis, whe, 
rather than run the hazard of a battle, agreed to fubject his kingdom to a tribute, 
and thus acknowledge the fuperiority of a neighbouring prince, pofiefled of much 
lefs power and territory than himfelf. But as Lewis made intereft the fole teft of 
honour, he thought, that all the advantages of the treaty were on his fide, and 
that he had over-reached Edward by fending him out of France on fuch eafy 
terms. For this reafon, he was very folicitous to conceal his triumph; and he 
ftrictly enjoined his courtiers never to fhow the Englifh the leatt fign of mockery 


or ridicule againft them. But he did not himfelf very carefully obferve fo pru- 


dent a rule: He could not forbear, one day, in the joy of his heart, throwing out 
fome raillery on the eafy fimplicity of Edward and his council: When he perceiv- 
ed, that he was overheard by a Gafcon, who had fetiled in England. He was 
immediately fenfible of the blunder; fent a meffage to the gentleman; and of- 
fered him fuch advantages in his own country, as engaged him to, remain in 
France, Jt is but juft, faid he, that I pay the penalty. of my talkativene/sy. 

Tne mot honourable part of Lewis’s treaty with Edward was the ftipulation 


A. 55 


for the liberty of queen Margaret, who, tho’ after the death of her hufband and 


* Comines, liv. 4. chap, ro. Habington, p. 469, + Comines, liv, 3. chap. 10. 6 
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Chap. XXII. fon, fhe could no longer be formidable to the government, was ftill detained In 


1475: 


1477. 


. 
- 


cuftody by Edward. ~ Lewis paid fifty thoufand crowns for her ranfom and that 
princefs, who had been {fo active in the ftage of the world, and who had expe- 
rienced fuch a variety of fortune, paffed the reft-of her days in tranquillity and 
privacy, till the year 1482, when fhe died: An admirable princefs, but more il- 
Juftrious by her undaunted fpirit in adverfity, than by her moderation in profpe- 
rity. She feems neither to have enjoyed the virtues, nor been fubjeét to. the 
weeknefies of her fex; and was as much tainted with the ferocity, as endowed 
with the courage, of that barbarous age, in which fhe lived. 

‘T’no’ Edward had fo little reafon to be fatisfied with the conduct of the duke 
of Burgundy, he referved to that prince a power of acceding to the treaty of 
Amiens: But Charles, when the offer was made hit, haughtily replied, chat he 
was able to fupport himfelf without the affiftance of England, and that he would . 
make no peace with Lewis, till three months after Edward’s return into his own 
country. his prince poffeffed all the ambition and courage of a conqueror 5 
but being defective in policy and prudence, qualities no lefs effential, he was un- 
fortunate in all his enterprizes; and perithed at latt in battle againft the Swifs *; 
a people, whom he defpifed, and who, tho’ brave and free, had hitherto been in 
a manner overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. This event, which hap- 
pened in the year 1477, produced a great alteration in the views of all the prin- 
ces, and was attended with confequences. which were felt for many generations. 
Charles left only one daughter, Mary, by his firft wife; and this princefs being 
heir of his opulent and extenfive dominions, was courted by all the potentates’ of 
Chriltendom, who contended with each other for the pofleffion of fo rich a prize. 
Lewis, the head of her family,. might, bya proper application, have obtained 
this match for the Dauphin, and have thereby united to the crown of France all 
the provinces of the Low Countries, together with Burgundy, Artois, and Pic- 
cardy ; which would at once have rendered his kingdom an overmatch for all 
his neighbours. But a man wholly interefted is as rare.as one entirely endowed 
with the oppofite virtue; and Lewis, tho’ impregnable to all the fentiments of 
generofity and friendthip, was, on this occafion, carried ftom the road of true po- 
licy by the paffions of animofity and revenge. Ee had imbibed fo deep a ha- 
tred of the houfe of Burgundy, that he chofe° rather ‘to fubdue the princefs by 
force of arms, than unite her to his family by marriage: He conquered the dut- 
chy of Burgundy and that part.of Picardy, which had been ceded to Philip the 
Good by the treaty of Arras: But he forced. the ftates. of the Netherlands to be- 
ftow their fovereign in marriage on.Maximilian of Auftria, fon to the emperor, 


* Comines, liy, 5+ chap. 8. 
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Frederic, from whom they looked for proteciion in _ their prefent diftreffes: And Chao. XXT 
by thefe means, France loft the Opportunity, which the never could recover, of ©1477. 
making that important acquifition of power and territory. -" 


I. 


Durine this interefting crilis, Edward was no lefs defe@ive in policy, and 
was no lefs actuated by private paflions, unworthy of a fovereign and a ftatef- 
man. —Jealoufy of his brother, Clarence, had. caufed him to neglect. the advan- 
ces which were made of marrying that prince, now a widower, to the heirefs of 
Burgundy *; and he fent her propolals of efpoufing Anthony earl of Rivers, bro- 
ther to his queen, who ftill retained an entire afcendant over him, But the match 
was rejected with difdain+-; and -Edward refenting this treatment of his brother 
in-law, permitted Lewis to proceed without interruption in his conquefts over . 
that defencelefs ally. Any pretence fufficed him for giving himfelf up entirely 
to indolence and pleafure, which were now become his ruling paffions. The on- 
ly object, which divided his attention, was the improving the revenues of the 
crown, which had -been extremely dilapidated by the neceffities or negligence of 
his predeceffors ; and fome of his expedients for that purpofe, tho’ unknown to. 
us, were deemed, during the time, oppreflive to the people. The derail of 
private wrongs naturally efcapes the notice of hiftory s but an a&t of tyranny, of 
which Edward was guilty in his own family, has been taken notice of by all hi 
torians, and has met with very general and deferved cenfure. 

Tue duke of Clarence, by all his fervices in deferting Warwic, had never been Titer 
able to recover the King’s friendthip, which he had forfeited by his former con- ecution of the. 
federacy with that nobleman. He was {till revarded at court as a man of a dan- aes oF Cla-. 
eerous and a fickle charaéter; andthe imprudent opennefs and violence of his tem- 
per, tho’ it rendered him much lefs dangerous, tended extremely to multiply 
his enemies, and to enrage them againft him. Among thefe, he had had the 
misfortune to give difpleafure to. the queen herfelf, as well as to his brother, the 
duke of Glocefter, a prince of the deepeft policy, of the moft unrelenting ambi- 
tion, and the leaft-{crupulous in the means which he employed for the attain- 
ment: of his pernicious purpofes. A combination between thefe potent adverfa- 
ries being fecretly formed againft Clarence, it was determined to begin with at: 

acking his friends ; ‘in hopes, that,’ if he patiently fuffered this injury, his pu- 

fillanimity would difhonour him in the eyes of the public; if he made refiftance 
and exprefled refentment, his pafiion would betray him into meafures, which 
might give them advantages againft him. The King, hunting one day in’ the 


rcs 


park of Thomas Burdet of Arrow, in Warwickhhire, had killed a white buck. 


t 


* Polyd. Virg-. FYall, fol. 240. Flolingfhed,- p. 703. Habington, p, 474. Grafton, p. 742. 
tT, Hall, fol, 240, | HaW, fol. 241, Hilt. Croyl. cone. P. SEOs 
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it, which was a great favou 
qnto a paflion, and wifhed t 


-advifed the King 
refentment, 
any other perion, 


rite of the owner; and Burdet, vext at the lofs, broke 
he horns of the deer in the belly of the perfon who had 
to commit that infule upon him. -This natural expreffion of 


which would have been overlooked or forgotten, had it come from 


was rendered criminal and capital in that gentleman, by the 


friendfhip in which he had the misfortune to live with the duke of Clarence: He 


was tried for his 
demn. him; and 


life; the judges and jury were found fervile enough to con- 
he was. publickly beheaded at Tyburn for this pretended of- 


fence *, About the fame time, one John Stacey, an ecclefiaftic, much connect- 


ed with the duke, 


as well as with Burdet, was expofed to a like iniquitous and 


barbarous perfecution. This perfon, being more learned in mathematics and 


aftronomy than w 


as ufual in that age, lay under the reproach of necromancy with 


the ignorant vulgar; and the tyrannical court laid hold of this popular rumor to 
effect his deftruction. He was tried in a court of juftice for that imaginary crime 5 


was condemned, 


“many of the gfeatelt peers countenanced the profecution by their prefence ; he 


put to the torture, and executed 7. 


Tue duke of Clarence was alarmed, when he found thefe acts of tyranny ex- 


ercifed on all around him: He reflected on the fate of the good duke of Gloce-° 


fter in the laft reign, who, after feeing the moft infamous pretences employed for 
the deftruction of his neareft connections, at laft fell himfelf a victim to the ven- 
geance of his enemies. But Clarence, inftead of fecuring his own life againft the 

refent danger, by filence and referve, was open and loud in juftifying the inno- 
cence of his friends, and in. exclaiming again{t-the iniquity of their perfecutors. 


The King, high] 


y offended with his liberty, .or ufing that pretence againft him, 


committed him to the Tower [, fummoned a parliament, and tried him for his 
life before the houfe of peers, the fupreme tribunal of the nation. 

Tur duke was accufed of arraigning public juftice, by maintaining the inno- 
cence of men, who had been condemned in courts of judicature, and of inveigh- 
ing againft the iniquity of the King, who had given orders for their profecu- 
tion §.. Many rafh expreffions were imputed to him, and fome too reflecting on 
his brother’s legitimacy ; but he was not accufed of any overt act of treafon; and 
even the truth of thefe fpeeches may be doubted, fince the liberty of judgment 
was taken from the court, by the King’s appearing perfona'ly as his brother’s ac- 
cufer |], and pleading the caufe againft him. But a fentence of condemnation, 
even when this extraordinary circumftance had not place, was a neceflary confe- 


* Habington, Pp. Ars. Holinpfhed, p.703. Sir T. More in Kennet, p. 493. 
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. quence, in thofe times; of any. profecution by the court or the prevailing party ; Chap. XXIL. 
and the duke of Clarence was accordingly pronounced guilty by the peers. The ‘477° 
. houfe of commons were no lefs flavith and unjutt ; They both petitioned for the 
execution of the duke, and afterwards paffec a bill of attainder again{t him *. 
The meafures of the parliament, during that age, furnith us with examples of a 
ftrange contraft of freedomand fervility : They {cruple to grant, and fometimes refufe 
f to the King the {malleft fupplies, the moft neceffary for the fupport of government, 
even the moft neceflary for the maintenance of wars, for which the nation, as 
well as the parliament itfelf, expreffed a grea: fondnefs: But they never fcruple 
to concur in the moft flagrant act of injuftice or tyranny, which falls on any in- 
dividual, however diftinguifhed by birth or merit. Thefe maxims, fo ungener- 
ous, fo oppofite to all the principles of good government, fo contrary to the practice 
of prefent parliaments, are very remarkable in all the tranfaétions -of the Eng- 
lifh hiftory, for more than.a. century after the period, in which we_are now 
engaged. 

Tue only favour, which the King granted his brother-after his condemnation, 
was to leave him-the choice of his death;-and: he. was privately drowned in 1th Feb. 
k a But of Malmefey inthe Tower ; A whimfical choice, ‘which implies that he had 
q an extraordinary paffion for that liquor. The duke left two children, by the 
2 eldeft daughter of the earl of Warwic, a fon created an earl by his grandfather’s 
title; and a daughter, afterwards countefs of Salifbury.. Both this prince and 
; princefs were alfo unfortunate in their end, and died violent deaths 5; a fate which, 
for many years, attended almoft all the defcendants of the royal blood in England. 
There prevails a report, that a chief fource of the violent profecution of the duke of 
3 Clarence, whofe name was George, was a current prophecy, that the King’s fons 

fhould be murdered. by one, the-firft letter of whofe name was G.+ It is nor 
sg impoffible, that in thofe ignorant times, fuch a filly reafon might have influ- 
¢ | ence: But it is more probable, that the whole ftory is the invention of a fub- 
; | - Quent age, and founded on the murder of thefe children by the duke of Gloce- 
fter. Comines remarks, that at that time, the Englifh were never without fome 
fuperftitious prophecy or other, by which they accounted for every event. 





Aux the glories of Edward’s reign terminated with the civil wars; where his 

- Jaurels too were extremely fullied with blood, violence and cruelty. His fpirit 
feems afterwards to be funk in indolence and pleafure, or his meafures were fruf- 
trated by imprudence and the want of forefight. There was no object of which he 
was fonder than to have all his daughters fettled by {plendid marriages, tho’ 


* Stow, p. 430. Hilt. Croyl. cont. p. 562. + Hall, fol. 239. Holingthed, p. 703. 
Grafton, p. 741. Polyd. Virg. p. 537. — Sir Thom. More in Kennet, p. 497. 
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moft of thefe princeffles were yet in their infancy, and tho’ the completion of his 
views, it was obvious, muft depend on numberlefs accidents,’ which’ were impof- 
fible to be forefeen or prevented. His eldeft daughter, Elizabeth, was contra@- 
ed to the Dauphin; his fecond, Cicely, to the eldeft fon of James III. King of 
Scotland 3 his third, Anne, to Philip, the eldeft fon of Maximiliai and the dut- 
chefs of Burgundy; his‘fourth, Catharine, to John, fon and heir to Ferdinand, 
King of Arragon, and Hfabella, Queen of Caftile*. None of thefe projected: 
marriages took place; and the King -himfelf faw in his life-time the rupture of 
the firft, that with the Dauphin, for’;which he*had always difcovered a peculiar 
fondnefs. Lewis, who paid no regard to treaties or engagements, found his ad- 
vantage in contraéting the Dauphin to the princefs Margaret, the daughter of 
Maximilian; and the’ King, notwithf{tanding his indolence; prepared himfelf to 
revenge this indignity. The l'rench: monarch, eminent for prudence, as well as 
falfehood, endeavoured to guard againft the blow ; and by a proper diftribution 
of prefents in the court of Scotland, he excited James to make war upon Eng- 


land, This weak prince, who lived on bad: terms with his own nobility, and 


whofe force was very) unequal tothe enterprize, levied an army3 but when they 
were preparing to enter England; the barons, confpiring againft his favourites, 
put them to death without trial, and the army prefently difperfed. The duke of 
Glocefter, attended by the duke of Albany, James’s brother, who had been: 
banifhed his country, entered Scotland at the head of an army, took Berwic, 
and obliged the Scots to accept of a peace, by which they refigned that fortrefs 
to Edward. This fuccefs emboldened the King to think more ferioufly of a 
French war ; but while he was making preparations for that enterprize, he was 
feized with a diftemper, of which he expired in the forty fecond year of his age, 
and the twenty third of his reign: A prince more {plendid and fhowy, than either 
prudent or virtuous ; brave, tho” cruel ; addiéted to pleafure, tho’ capable of ac- 
tivity in great emergencies; and lefs fitted to prevent: ills by wife precautions, 
than to remedy them, after they took place by his vigour and enterprize. Be-. 
fides five daughters, this King left two fons; Edward, prince of Wales, his fuc- 
ceffor, then in his thirteenth year, and Richard, duke of York, in his feventh,. 


"* Rymer, vol. 2. p. 110%. 
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EDWARD V. and RICHARD 11 


Edward V. 








State of the court The earl of Rivers arrefted—— 
Duke of Glocefter protector Execution of lord Haftings The pro- 
teétor aims at the crown Affumes the crown. Murder of Ed- 
ward V. and of the duke of York-——=Richard Il. Duke of Bue- 
kingham difcontented——The ear] of Richmond. Buckingham exe- 
cuted. Invafion by the earl of Richmond Battle of Bofworth 
Death and charaéter of Richard It. 
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\ URING the latter years of Edward IV. the nation, having, in a great Chap. XXIII. 
D meafure, forgot the bloody feuds between the two Rofes, and acquielcing . ots. 
peaceably in the eftablifhed government, was only agitated by fome court- come 
Tntrigues, which, being reftrained by the authority of the King, feemed no wif 
to endanger the public tranquillity. Thefe ‘intrigues arofe from the perpetual 
rivalfhip between two parties; the one confifting of the Queen and her relations, 
particularly the earl of Rivers, her brother, and the marquifs of Dorfet, her fon; 
the other compofed of the antient nobility, who envied the fudden growth and 
unlimited credit of that afpiring family *. At the head of this latter party was 
the duke of Buckingham, a man of very noble birth, of ample pofféffions, of 
Great alliances, of fhining parts; who, tho’ he had married the Queen’s fitter, 
was too haughty to act in fubferviency to her inclinations, and aimed rather at 
maintaining an independant influence and authority. Lord Flaftings, the cham- 
berlain, was another leader of the fame party; and as this nobleman had, by his 
bravery and enterprize, as well as by his approved fidelity, acyuired ‘the confi- 
dence and favour of his mafter, he had béen able, tho’ with fome dificulty, to 
fupport himfelf againft the crédit of the Queen. The lords Howard and Stanley 
maintained a connexion with thefe two noblemen, and brought a confiderable ac- 
ceffion of influence and credit to their party. All the other barons, who had no 


* Sir T. More, p. 481, 
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Chap. XXIII. particular dependance on the Queen, adhered to the fame intereft ; and the peo- 


1483. 


ple in general, from their natura! envy acainft the prevailing power, bore great 
favour to the caufe of thefe noblemen. | 

But Edward knew, that, tho’ he himfelf had been able to overawe thofe rival 
faGtions, many diforders might refult from their contefts during the minority of 
his fon; and he therefore took care, in his laft iHnefs, tofummon together feveral 
of the leaders on both fides, and, by compofing their antient quarrels, to pro- 
vide, as far as poffible, for the future tranquillity of the government. After ex- 
preffing his intentions, that his brother, the duke of Glocefter, then abfent in 
the north; fhould- be entrufted with the regency, he recommended to them 
peace and unanimity during the tender years of his fon; reprefented to them the 
dangers which muft attend the continuance of their animofities ;. and engaged 
them to embrace each other with all the fymptoms of the moft cordial reconcili- 
ation. But this temporary or feigned agreement lafted no longer than the King’s 
life: He had no fooner expired, than the jealoufies of the parties broke out 
afreth: And each of them applied, by feparate meffages, to the duke of Glocef- 
ter, and endeavoured to acquire his favour and friendfhip. , 


Tuis prince, during his brother’s lifetime, had endeavoured to live on good 
terms with both parties ; and his high birth, his extenfive abilities, and his great 
fervices, had enabled him to fupport himfelf without falling into a dependance 
on either. But the new fituation of affairs, when the fupreme power was devol- 
ved upon him, immediately changed all his meafures; and he fecretly deter- 
mined to preferve no longer that neutrality which he had hitherto maintained. His 
exorbitant ambition, unreftrained by any principle either of juftice or humanity, 
made him carry his views to the poffeffion of the crown itfelf ; and as this object 
could not be attained without the ruin of the Queen and her family, he fell, 
without hefitation, into concert. with the oppofite party. But being fenfible, 
that the moft profound diffimulation was requifite to the effecting his criminal. 
purpofes, he redoubled his profeffions of zeal and attachment to that princefs; 
and he gained fuch credit with her, as to influence her conduct in a point, which, 
as it was of the utmoft importance, was violently difputed between the oppofite 
factions. Bs | 

Tue King, at the time of his fathers death, refided in the cattle of Ludlow, 
on the borders of Wales ; whither he had been fent, that the influence of his pre- 
fence might overawe the Welfh, and reftore the tranquillity of that country, 
which had been difturbed by fome late commotions. His perfon was committed to 
the care of his uncle, the earl of Rivers, the moft accomplifhed nobleman in 
England, 
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England, who, having united an uncommon tafte for literature * to great abilities Chap. XXIII. 


in bufinefs, and valour in the field, was intitled, by his talents, ftill more than 
by nearnefs of blood, to direét the education of the young monarch. The 
Queen, anxious to preferve that afcendant over her fon, which fhe had folong 
maintained over her hufband, wrote to the earl of Rivers, that he fhould levy a 
body of forces, in order to efcort the King to London, to protect him during 
his coronation, and to keep him from falling into the hands of their enemies. 
The oppofite faction, fenfible that Edward was now of an age when great advan- 
tages could be made of his name and countenance, and was approaching to the 
age when he would be legally intitled to exert in perfon his authority, forefaw, 
that the tendency of this meafure was to perpetuate their fubjeCtion under their 
rivals ; and they vehemently oppofed a refolution, which they reprefented as the 
ficnal for renewing a civil war in the kingdom. Lord Haftings threatened in- 
{tantly to depart to his government of Calais + : The other nobles feemed refo- 
Jute to oppofe force by force: And as the duke of Glocefter, on pretence of pa- 
cifying the quarrel, had declared againft all appearance of an armed power, 
which might be dangerous, and was no wife neceffary, the Queen, trufting to 
the fincerity of his friendfhip, and overawed by fo violent an oppofition, revoked 
her orders to her brother, and defired him to bring up no greater retinue than 
would be neceflary to fupport the ftate and dignity of the young fovereign f. 
Tue duke of Glocefter, mean while, fet out from York, attended by a nu- 
merous train of the northern gentry. When he reached Northampton, he was 
joined by the duke of Buckingham, who was alfo attended by a {fplendid reti- 
nue; and as he heard, that the King was every hour expected on that road, he 
refolved to await his arrival, under colour of conducting him thence in perfon to 
Londdn. The earl of Rivers, apprehenfive that the place would be too narrow 
to contain fo many attendants, fent his pupil forward by another road to Stony- 
Stratford ; and came himfelf to Northampton, in order to apologize for this 
meafure, and to pay his refpects to the duke of Glocefter. He was received 
with the greateft appearance of cordiality : He paffed the evening in an amicable 
and friendly manner with Glocefter and Buckingham: He proceeded on the 


1483. 


road with them next day to join the King: But as he was entering Stony-Strat- The earl of 
Rivers ar- 


ford, he was arrefted by orders of the duke of Glocefter |: Sir Richard Gray, ccftet 


: oe 
one of the Queen’s fons, was at the fame time put under a guard, together with if of May. 


* This nobleman firft introduced the noble art of Printing into England. Caxton was recom- 

mended by him to the patronage of Edward IV. See Catalogue of royal and noble authors. 
+ Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 564, 565. t Sir T. More, p. 483. || Hit, Croyl, cont. p. 564, 565. 
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Mil. Sir Thomas Vaughan, who poffeffed a confiderable office in the King’s houfe- 


hold ; and all the prifoners were inftantly conducted to Pomfret. Glocefter ap- 
proached the young prince with the greateft demonftrations of refpeét; and en- 
deavoured to _fatisfy him with regard to the violence committed on his uncle and 
brother: But Edward, much attached to thefe near relations, by whom he had 
been tenderly educated, was not fuch a mafter of difimulation as to conceal his 
difpleafure *, 

. Tue people, however, were extremely rejoiced at this revolution ; and the 
duke was received in London with the loudeft acclamations : But the Queen no 


‘ fooner received intelligence of her. brother’s imprifonment, than the forefaw, that 


Glocefter’s violence would not ftop there, and that her own ruin, if not that of 
all her children, was finally determined. She therefore fled into the fanctuary 
of Weftminfter, attended by the marquifs of Dorfet; and the carried thither the 
five princefles, together with the duke of York +. She trufted, that the ecclefi- 
aftical privileges, which had formerly, during the total ruin of her hufband and 
family, given her proteétion againft the fury of the Lancaftrian fa@tion, would 
not now be violated by her brother-in-law, while her fon was feated on the 
tarone; and fhe refolved to await there the return of better fortune. But Glo- 
cefter, anxious to have the duke of York in his power, propofed to take him by 
force from the fanctuary ; .and he reprefented to the privy council, both the in- 


dignity put upon the government by the Queen’s ill-grounded apprehenfions, and 


the neceflity of the young prince’s appearance at the enfuing coronation of his 
brother. Tt was farther alledged, that ecclefiaftical privileges were originally 
calculated only to give protection to unhappy men, perfecuted for their debts or 
crimes ; and were entirely ufelefs to a perfon, who, by reafon of his tender age, 
could lie under the burden of neither, and who, for the fame reafon, was utterly 
incapable of claiming fecurity from any fanétuary. But the two arch bifhops, 
cardinal Bourchter, the primate, and Rotheram archbifhop of York, protefting 
againft the facrilege of this meafure; it was agreed, that they fhould firft endea- 
vour to bring the Queen to compliance by perfuafion, before any violence fhould 
be employed againft her. Thefe prelates were known to be perfons of integrity 
and honour ; and being themfelves entirely perfuaded of the fincerity of the duke’s 
intentions, they employed every argument, accompanied with zealous entreaties, 
exhortations, and affurances, to bring her over to the fame opinion, She con- 
tinued long obftinate, and infifted, that the duke of York, by living in the fan- 
ctuary, was not only fecure himfelf, but alfo gave fecurity to the King, whofe 


53. 
. 3 . > . 
life no one would dare to attempt, while his fucceffor and avenger remained in 


* Sir T. More, p 484. + Hift. Croyl. cont, p. 565. 
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fafety. But finding, that no one fupported her in her fentiments, and that force, Chap. XXIII, 


in cafe of refufal, was threatened by the council, fhe at laft complied, and pro- 
duced her fon to the two prelates. She was here on a fudden ftruck with a kind 
of prefage of his future fate: She tenderly embraced him; fhe bedewed him 
with her tears; and bidding him an eternal adieu, delivered him, with many ¢x- 
preffions of regret and reluctance, into their cuftody *, 

Tae duke of Glocefter, being the neareft male of the royal family capable of 
exercifing the government, feemed fully intitled, by the cuftoms of the realm, 


to the office of protector ; and the council, not waiting for the confent of parlia Duke of Gla. 
cefter protec- 
tor. 


ment, inftalled him,. without fcruple, in that high dignity +. The general pre- 
judice entertained by the nobility againtt the Queen and her kindred, occafioned 
this precipitation and irregularity ; and no one forefaw any danger to the fuccef- 
fion, much lefs to the life of the infant princes, from a meafure fo obvious and 
fo natural, ‘ Befides that the duke had hitherto been able to cover, by the moft 
profound diffimulation, his fierce and favage nature ; the numerous iffue of Ed: 
ward, together with the twe children of Clarence, feemed’ to be an eternal ob= 
ftacle to his ambition ; and it appeared equally impracticable for him to difpatch 
fo many perfons poffefied of a preferable-title, and imprudent to exclude them: 
But a man, who had abandoned all principles of honour and humanity, was foon 
carried by his predominant paffion beyond the reach of fear or precaution; and 
Glocefter, having fo far fucceeded in his views, no longer hefitated in removing 
the farther obftructions whichslay between» him and the crown. The death of 
the earl of Rivers, and of the other prifoners detained in Pomfret, was firft deter- 
mined ; and he eafily obtained the confent of the duke of Buckingham, as well 


as of lord Haftings, to this violent and fanguinary meafure. However eafy it: 


was, in thofe illegal and barbarous times, to obtain a fentence againft the moft 
innocent perfon, it appeared {till more eafy to difpatch an enemy, without any 
trial or form of procefs ; and orders were accordingly iffued to Sir Richard Rat- 
cliffe, a proper inftrument in the hands of this tyrant, to cut off the heads of the 
noble prifoners. The proteétor then affailed the fidelity of Buckingham by all 
the arguments capable of {waying a vicious mind, which knew no motive of ac- 
tion cut intereft and ambition. He reprefented, that the murder of perfons fo 
nearly related to. the King, whom that prince profeffed fo openly to love, and 
whofe injuries he fo much refented, would never pafs unpunifhed ; and all the 
actors in that fcene were bound in prudence to.prevent the effects of his future 
vengeance: That it would be impoffible to keep the Queen for ever-at a diftance 
from her fon, and equally impoffible to prevent her from inftilling into his tender 


* Sir.T. More, p. 49% + Hift. Croyl. cont, p. 566. 
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mind the thoughts of retaliating, by like executions, the fanguinary infults com- 
mitted on her family ; That the only method of obviating thefe mifchiefs was by 
putting the fcertre into the hands of a man, of whole friendfhip the duke might 
be affured, and whofe years and experience taught him to pay refpect.to merit and 
to the rights of antient nobility: And that the fame neceflity which had carried 
them fo far in refifting the ufurpation of thefe intruders, muft juftify them in at- 
tempting farther innovations, and in making, by national confent, a new feitle- 


ment of the fucceflion. To-thefe reafons, he added the oSers of great private 


advantages to the duke of Buckingham, and he eafily obtained from him a pro- 
mife of fupporting him in all his enterprizes. 

Tue duke of Glocefter, knowing the importance of gaining lord Haftings, 
founded at a diftance his fentiments, by the means of one Catefby, alawyer, who 
was a great confident of that nobleman; but found him impregnable in his al- 
legiance and fidelity to the children of Edward, who had ever honoured him with 
his friendfhip *, He faw, therefore, that there was no longer any meafures to be 
kept with him; and he determined to ruin utterly the man, whom he defpaired 
of engaging to concur in his ufurpation, “On the very day when Rivers, Gray, 
and Vaughan, were executed, or rather murdered, at Pomfret, by Haftings’s 
advice, the proteétor fummoned a council in the Tower; whither that nobleman, 
fufpecting no defign again{ft him, repaired without hefitation, ‘The duke of Glo- 
cefter was capable of committing the moft bloody and treacherous murders with 
the utmoft coolnefs and indifference. On taking his place at the council-board, 
he appeared in the eafielt and moft jovial humour in the world. He feemed to 
indulge himfelf in familiar converfation with the counfellors, before they fhould 
enter upon bufinefs; and having paid fome compliments to Morton, bifhop of 
Ely, on the good and early ftrawberries which he raifed in his garden at Hol- 
born, he begged the favour of having a difh of them, which that prelate imme- 
diately difpatched a fervant to bring him. ‘The. protector then left the council, 
as if called away by fome other bufinefs; but foon after returning with an angry 
and enflamed countenance, he afked them, what punifhment thofe deferved that 
had plotted againft drs life, who was fo nearly related to the King, and wag en- 
trufted with the adminiftration of the government ? -Haftings replied, that they 
merited the punifhment of traitors. TAe/e traitors, cried the protector, are the 
JSorcere/s, my brother's wife, and Fane Shore, bis miftre/s, with others, their affo- 
ciates: See to what a condition they have reduced me by their incantations and witth- 
craft: Upon which he laid bare his arm, all fhrivelled and decayed. , But the 
counfellors, who knew that this infirmity had attended him from his birth, 


: * Sir T. More.. p. 493. 
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looked at each other in amazement; and above all, lord Haftings, who as he Chap. XXIII, 
u had, fince Edward’s death, engaged in an intrigue with Jane Shore *, was na- '4°3: 
j turally anxious concerning the iffue of thefe extraordinary proceedings. Certainly, 
ie my lord, {aid he, if they be guilty of thefe crimes, they deferve the fevere/t punifoment. 
And do you reply to me, exclaimed the Protector, with your ifs and your ands. You 
are the chief abettor of that witch Shore: You are yourfelf a traitor: And I fwear 
by St. Paul, that I will not dine before your bead be brought me. We ftruck the 
table with his hand: Armed men rufhed in at the fignal: The counfellors were 
| thrown into-the utmoft confternation: And one of the guards, as if by accident 
i! or miftake, aimed a blow at lord Stanley, with a poll-ax, who aware of the dan- 
ts ger, flunk below, the table, and tho’ he faved his life, he received a fevere wound 
a on the head, in the protector’s prefence. Haftings was feized, was hurried away, Execution of 
a and inftantly beheaded on a timber-log, which lay in the court of the Tower +, lord Haftings. 
4 Two hours after, a proclamation, well-penned and fairly wrote, was read to the 
' citizens of London, enumerating Hafting’s offences, and apologizing to them, 
from the fuddennefs of the difcovery, for the fudden execution of that nobleman, 
who was very popular among them: But the faying of a merchant was much 
talked of on that.occafion, who remarked, that the proclamation was certainly 
drawn by the fpirit of prophecy f. 
. Lorp Stanley, the archbifhop of York, the bifhop of Ely, and other counfe!- 
j lors, were committed prifoners to different chambers of the Tower: And the 
protector, in order to.carry,on the farce of his accufations, ordered the goods of 
Jane Shore to be feized ; and he fummoned her to anfwer before the council for for- 
cery and inchantment. But as no proofs, which could be received even in that 
ignorant age, were produced againit her, he ordered her to be tried in the {piritu- 
al court, for her adulteries and lewdnefs ; and fhe did penance ina white fheet 
at St. Paul’s before the whole people. This lady was born of reputable parents 
| in London, was well educated, and married to a fubftantial citizen ; but unhap- 
aa pily, views of intereft, more than the maid’s inclinations, had been confulted in 
this match, and her mind, tho’ framed for virtue, had proved unable to refift the 


* Sir Thomas More, who-has been followed, or rather tranfcribed, by all the hiftorians of this fhort 

reign, fays, that Jane Shore had fallen into connexions with lord Haftings ; and this account agrees 

beit with the courfe of the events: But in a proclamation of Richard’s, to be found in Rymer, vol. 12. 

4 p. 204, the marquis of Dorfet is reproached with thefe connexions. This reproach, however, might 

have been invented by Richard, or founded only on popular rumour ; and is not fufficient to overba- 

lance the authority of Sir Thomas More. ‘The proclamation is remarkable for the hypocritical purity 

of manners affe&ted by Richard: This bloody and treacherous tyrant upbraids the Marquis and others, 
with their gallantries and intrigues as the moft terrible enormities. 

+ Hilt. Croyl, cont. p. 566. t Sir Thomas More, p. 496. 
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allurements of Edward, who’ follicicedher favours. But while feduced-from. her 
duty by-this. gay-and. amorous monarch, fhe ftill, made herfelf re{pectable by her 
other virtues 5. and. the afcendant, which her charms and. vivacity, long maintained 
over him, was. all employed in acts of beneficence and humanity, She was, ftill 


forward to oppofe calumny, to protect the opprefied, to relieve. the indigent - 


and:her good offices, the genuine refult of her heart, never waited. the folicitation 
ef prefents, or the hopes of reciprocal favours. But fhe lived not only, to feel the 
bitternefs of fhame impofed on her. by this barbarous tyrant, but to experience in 
old age and poverty, the ingratitude of thofe courtiers, who had: long folicited her 
friendfhip, and. been protected by her-credit. No one, among the great multi- 
tudes, whom the had. obliged, appeared to bring her confolation or relief: She 
languifhed out her life in folitude and indigence : And amidft a: court, enured to: 
the moft atrocious crimes, the frailties of this woman juftified all violations of 
friendthip towards her, and all oblivion of former favours. 

Tuosz acts of violence, exercifed againft all the neareft connexions of the 
late King, prognofticated the fevereft fate to his defencelefs children; and after 
the murder of Haftings, the Protector made no longer.a-fecret. of his intentions 
to ufurp the crown. The licentious life of Edward, who was not reftrained in 
his pleafures by any principle either of honour or prudence, afforded a pretence 
for declaring his marriage withthe Queen invalid, and all his pofterity illegiti- 
mate. It was afferted, that before his efpoufals with the lady Elizabeth Gray, he: 
had-paid court to the lady Eleanor Talbot, daughter of the earl of Shrewfbury ;, 
and being repulfed by the virtue of that lady, he was obliged, ere he could 
gratify his defires, to confent to a private marriage; without any witnefles, by 
Stillington, bifhop-of Bath, who afterwards revealed the fecret *: It was alfo. 
maintained, that the act of attainder, pafled againft the duke. of Ciesutans had; 
virtually incapacitated: his children from fucceeding ta,the crown; and thefe two, 
families being fet afide, the Protector of courfe remained. the only true and: legiti- 
mate heir of the houfe of York, But as it would be difficult, if not impoffible, 
to prove the preceding marriage of the late King ; and as the: principle which 
excluded the heirs of an attainted blood, from private fucceffions was never ex- 
tended to the crown; the Protector refolved. to make ufe of another plea; full 
more fhameful and-feandalous. His partizans were taught to maintain, that both 
Edward IV. and the duke of Clarence, were illegitimate; that the dutchefs 
of York had received different lovers into her bed, who were the fathers of thefe 
children; that their refemblance to thofe gallants was a. fufficient proof of their 
{purious birth ; and that the duke of Glocefter alone, of all her fons, appeared, 


® Hitt, Croyl, cont. p.. 567. Comines. - Sir. Thomas More, p. 482 : 
by 
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by his features and countenance, to be the lawful offspring of the duke of York. Chap. XXII. 


Nothing can be imagined more impudent than this affertion, which threw fo foul 
an imputation on his own mother, a princefs of irreproachable virtue, and then 
alive’; yet the place chofen for firft promulgating it was the pulpit, before the 
whole people, and in the Protector’s prefence, Dr. Shaw was appointed to 
preach in St. Paul’s; and having chofen this paflage for his text, Baftard flips fhall 
not thrive, he enlarged on all the topics, which could difcredit the birth of Ed- 
ward TV. the duke of Clarence, and of all their:children. He then broke out 
in a panygeric on the duke of Glocefter; and exclaimed, ‘* Behold this excellent 
‘* prince, the exprefs image of his noble father, the genuine defcendant of the 
“* houfe of York;bearing, novefsan the virtues of his mind, than in the features 
“of his countenance, the character of the gallant Richard, once your hero and 
** favourite: He alone is entitled to your allegiance: Hé muft deliver you from 
“© the dominion of all intruders: He alone can reftore the loft olory and honour 
*¢ of the nation.” It was previoufly contrived, that, as the doctor fhould pro- 
nounce thefe words, the duke of Glocefter fhould enter the church; and it was 
expected that the audience fhould cry out, God fave King Richard; which would 
immediately have been laid hold of as a popular confent, and interpreted to be 
the voice of the nation :. But by a ridiculous miftake, worthy of the whole f{cene, 
the duke did not appear, till after this exclamation was already recited by the 
preacher; The doctor was therefore obliged to repeat his rhetorical figure out of 
its proper place : The, audience, els from the abfurd conduc of the difcourfe, 
than from-their deteftation of thefe proceedings, ‘kept’a profound filence ; and the 
Protector and his preacher, werevequally abafhed at the all fuccefs of their ftrata- 
gem. 

Bur the duke was too far advanced to recede from his criminal and ambitious 
projects. A new expedient was tried to work on the people. The mayor, who was 
brother to doctor Shaw, and entirely in the ProteCtor’s interefts, called an affembly 
of the citizens ; where the duke of Buckingham, a man who poffefled fome talents 
for eloquence, harangued them on the Protedtor’s title to the throne, and difplayed 
thofe numerous virtues, of which, he pretended, that prince was poffeffed. He then 
afked them, whether ‘they would not have the duke for King? and then ftopr, 
in expectation of heating the ery, God fave King Richard. We was furprized to 
obferve then? filent; and turning about to the mayor, he afked him the reafon. 
The mayor replied, that perhaps they did not underftand him. Buckingham then 
repeated his difeourfe with fome variation ; inforced the fame topics, afkked the 
fame queftion, aid was received with the fame filence. ‘* “I now fee the caufe,” 
faid the mayor, “* the citizens are not accuftomed to be harangued by any but 
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‘¢ their recorder ; and know not how to anfwer a perfon of your grace’s quality.”* 
The recorder, Fitz- Williams, was then commanded to repeat the fubftance of the 
duke’s {peech; but the man, who was very averfe to the office, took care, 
throughout his whole difcourfe, to have it underftood, that he {poke nothing of 
himfelf, and that he only conveyed to them the fenfe of the duke of Buckingham. 
Stil the audience kept a profound filence: ‘* This is wonderful obftinacy,”’ cried 
the duke: ‘* Exprefs your meaning, my friends, one way or other: When we ap- 
‘“ ply to you on this occafion, it is merely from the regard which we bear to you. 
‘The lords and commons have fufficient authority, without your confent, to 
‘* appoint a King: But I require you here to declare in plain terms, whether or 
‘* not you will have the duke of Glocefter for your fovereign.” After all thefe 
efforts, fome of the meaneft apprentices, incited by the Protector’s and Bucking- 
ham’s fervants, raifed a feeble cry, God fave King Richard *: The fentiments of 
the nation were now fufficiently declared: The voice of the people was the voice 
of God: And Buckingham with the mayor, haftened to Baynard’s caftle, where 
the Protector then refided, that they might engage him to affume the govern- 
ment. ; | 


Wuen Richard was told, that a great multitude was in the court, he refufed 
to appear to them, and pretended to be apprehenfive for his perfonal fafety: A 
circumftance much taken notice of by Buckingham, who obferved to the citizens, 
that the prince was ignorant of the whole defign. .At laft, he was perfuaded 
to come forth, but he ftill kepz at fome diftance ; and he afked the meaning of 
their intrufion and importunity. Buckingham told him, that the nation were 
refolved to have him for King: The Proteétor declared his purpofe to maintain 
his loyalty to the prefent fovereign, and exhorted them to adhere to the fame 
refolution, He was told, that the nation were determined to have another prince ; 
and if he rejected their unanimous voice, they muft look out for one, who would 
be more compliant. ‘This argument was too powerful to be refifted: He was 
prevailed on to accept of the crown: And he thenceforth acted as legitimate and 
rightful fovereign. \ PSB: 


Tnis ridiculous farce was foon after followed by a fcene truly tragical: The 
murder of the two infant princes. Richard fent orders to fir Robert Brakenbury, 
conftable of the Tower, to put his nephews. to death; but this gentleman, who 
had fentiments of honour, refufed to have any hand in the infamous office. The 
tyrant then fent fir James Tyrrel, who promifed obedience; and he ordered Bra- 
kenbury to refign to this gentleman the keys of the Tower for one night, _‘Fyr- 
rel, choofing three affociates, Slater, Dighton and Forreft, came in the night- 


* Sir Thomas More, p. 496. 
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a time to the door of the chamber where the princes were lodged; and fending in Chap. XXIII. 
the affaffins, he bid them execute their commiffion ; while he himfelf ftaid with- 1483. 
out. They found the young princes in bed, and fallen into a found fleep. 


a After fuffocating them with the bolfter and pillows, they fhowed their naked 
t _ bodies to Tyrrel, who ordered them to be buried at the ftair foot, deep in the 
. ground, under a heap of ftones *. Thefe circumftances were all confeffed by 
a the actors in the following reign ; and they were never punifhed for the crime: 
y Probably, becaufe Henry, whofe maxims of government were extremely arbi- 
a trary, defired to eftablith it as a principle, that the commands of the reigning fo- 


vereign ought to juftify every enormity in thofe who paid obedience to them. 
But there is,one.circumftance mot fo eafy to be accounted for: It is pretended, 
that Richard, difpleafed with this indecent manner of burying his nephews, whom 
he had murdered, gave his chaplain orders to dig up the bodies, and to interr 
them in confecrated ground ; and as the man died foon after, the place of their. 
burial remained unknown, and the bodies could never be found by any fearch, 
which Henry VII. could make for them. » Yet in the reign of Charles II, when. 
there was occafion to remove fome ftones and to dig into the very fpot, which. 
was mentioned as the place of their firft interment, the bones of two perfons. 
were there found, which by their fize correfponded exactly to the age of Edward 
and his brother: They were concluded with certainty to be the remains of thofe 
princes, and were interred under a marble monument by orders of King Charles +. 
Perhaps, Richard's chaplain had died before he found an opportunity of execut= 
ing his..mafter’s commands; and the bodies being fuppofed to be already re- 
moved, a diligent fearch was not made for them by Henry in the place where 
they had been interred. 





* Sir T. More, p. 5o1.. + Kennet, p. 55.1; 


RICHAR DBD 








Chap. XX{II. 
1483. 


ay 


430 HISTORY or ENGLAN D. 


RP py Gv bom iD iit. 


HIE, frft aéts of Richard’s adminiftration were to beftow rewards .on thofe 

who had affifted him in ufurping the crown, and to gain by favours thofe; 
who, he thought, were beft able to fupport his future government. Thomas, lord 
Lloward, was created duke of Norfolk; Sir Thomas Howard, his fon, earl of 
Surrey ; lord Lovel, a vifcount by the fame name; even lord Stanley was fet at 
liberty and made lord Steward of the houfehold, This nobleman had become 
obnoxidus by his firft oppofition to Richard's views, and alfo by his marrying the 
countefs dowager of Richmond, the heirefs of the Somerfet family ; but fenfible 
of the neceffity of fubmiffion to the prefent government, he ‘counterfeited fuch 
zeal for Richard’s caufe, that he was received into favour, and even found means 
to be entrufted with the moft important commands by that politic and jealous 
tyrant. 

Bur the perfon, who, both, from the greatnefs of his fervices and the power 
and fplendor of his family, was beft intitled to favours under the new government, 
was the duke of Buckingham; and Richard feemed determined to {pare no pains 
nor bounty in fecuring him to his interefts.. Buckingham was defcended froin a 
daughter of Thomas of Wooditock, duke of Glocefter, “uncle” to Richard II. 
and by this pedigree, he was both allied to the royal family, and ‘had claims for 
dignities as well as eftates, of a very extenfive nature. The duke of Glocefter 
and Henry, earl of Derby, afterwards Henry IV. had married the two daugh- 
rers and co-heirs of Bohun, earl‘of Hereford, one of. the ereateft of the antient 
barons, whofe immenfe property came thus to be divided into two fhares. The 
one was inherited by the family of Buckingham; the other was united to the 
crown by the family of Lancafter, and after the forfeiture of that royal line, was 
feized as legally devolved to them, by the fovereigns of the houfe of York. The 
duke of Buckingham laid hold of the prefent opportunity, and claimed the re- 
ftitution of that portion of the Hereford eftate, which had efcheated to the crown, 
as well as of the great office of conftable, which had long continued by inhert- 
tance in his anceftors of that family. Richard readily complied with thefe de- 
mands, which were probably the price ftipulated to Buckingham for his afift- 


- ance in promoting the ufurpation. That nobleman was inftalled in the office of 


conftable; he received a grant of the eftate of Hereford*; many other dignities 


* Dugdale Baron. vol. 1. p. 168, 169. - é 
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‘ and honours were conferred upon him; and the King thought himéfelf fecure of Chap. XXIIQ 
fe preferving the fidelity of a man, whofe interefts feemed to be fo clofely connect- 1483. 
a _ed with thofe of the prefent government. 
. Bur it was impoffible, that friendfhip could long remain inviolate between Dyke of 
a two men of fuch corrupt morals as Richard and the duke of Buckingham,  Hif- Buckingham 
= torians afcribe their firft quarrel to the King’s refufal of making reftitution.of the — 
Fereford eftate; but it is certain from records, that he paffed a grant for that 
i: purpofe, and that the full demands of Buckingham were fatisfied in’ this particu- 
a Jar. Perhaps, Richard was foon fenfible of the danger which might enfue from 
) conferring fuch an immente property.on.a man of fo turbulent a character, and 
afterwards raifed difficulties about the executionmofwhis own grant: Perhaps he 
refufed fome other demands of Buckingham, whom: he found it impofiible to fa- 
tisfy for his paft fervices: Perhaps, he refolved, according to the ufualmaxim 
of politicians, to feize the firft opportunity.of ruining this powerful fubje&, who 
) had been the principal inftrument of his own elevation ; and the difcovery of this 
{ intention begot the firft fufpicions’ in the duke of Buckingham. However this 
may be, it is certain, that the duke, foon after Richard’s  acceffion, began to 

form a confpiracy againft the government, and attempted to overthrow that ufur- 
P pation, which he himfeif had fo'zealoufly contributed to eftablith. 

Never was there an ufurpation in any country more flagrant than that of 
Richard, nor more repugnant. to every principle of juftice and public’ intéreit. 
His clainy was’ entirely founded on impudent allegations, never attempted to be 
proved, fome of them incapable of proof, and all of them, implying feandalous 
| reflections on his own family, and on the perfons with whom he was the moft 
nearly connected. His title was never acknowledged by any national affembly, 
fcarce even by the loweft populace to whom he appealed; and had become’preva- 
lent merely for want of fome perforr of diftinction, who might ftand forth againtt 
him, and give a voice to thofe fentiments of general deteftanon, which: arofe in 
every bofom. Were men difpofed' to pardon thefe violations of public night, the 
fenfe of private and domeftic duty, which is not to be effaced in the moft bar- 
sae barous times, muft have begot an'abhorrence againféhim; and have reprefented 
the murder of the young? andinnocent’ princes; his nephews, with whole protec- 
tion he had been entrufted, in the moft- odious colours imaginable. To endure 
fuch a bloody ufurper feemed to draw. difgrace upon the nation, and to be ate 
tended: with immediate danger to’every individual, who was diftinguifhed by his 
birth, merit, or fervices.’ Such-was become'the general voice of the people; all. 
parties were united in the fame fentiments ; and the Lancaftrians, fo long oppref- 


h 
4 fed, and, of late, fo much difcredited, felt their blafted hopes again revive, and 
anXi- 
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anxioufly attended to the confequences of thefe extraordinary events. The duke 
of Buckingham, whofe family had been devoted to that intereft, and who, by 
his mother, a daughter of Edmund, duke of Somerfet, was allied to the houfe 
of Lancafter, was eafily inclined to efpoufe the caufe of this party, and to endea- 


vour the reftoring it to its antient fuperiority. Morton, bifhop of Ely, a zea-— 


lous Lancaftrian, whom the King had imprifoned, and had afterwards commit- 
ted to the cuftody of Buckingham, encouraged thefe fentiments ; and by his ex- 
hortations the duke caft his eye on the young earl of Richmond, as the only per- 
fon, who could free the nation from the tyranny of the prefent ufurper™ 
Henry, earl of Richmond, was at this time detained in a kind of honourable 
cultody by the duke of Brittany ; and his defcent, which feemed to give him 
fome pretenfions to the crown, had been a great object of jealoufy both in the late 


and inthe prefent reign. John, the firft duke of Somerfet, who was grandfon of 


John of Gaunt, by a fpurious branch, but legitimated by act of parliament, had 
left only one daughter, Margaret ; and his younger brother, Edmund, had fuc- 
ceeded him in his titles, and in a confiderable part of his fortune. Margaret had 
e{poufed Edmund, earl of Richmond, half brother of Henry VI. and fon of Sir 
Qwen Tudor and Catherine of France, reli of Henry V. and fhe bore him on- 
ly one fon, who received the name of Henry, and who after his father’s death, 
inherited the honours and fortune of Richmond, _ His mother, being a widow, 
had efpoufed in fecond marriage Sir Henry Stafford, uncle to Buckingham, and 
after the death of that gentleman, had married the prefent lord Stanley; but had 
no children by either of thefe hufbands; and her fon, Henry, was thus, in the 
event of her death, the only lawful heir of all her fortunes. But this was not the 
moft confiderable advantage, which he had reafon to expect from her fucceffion : 
He would reprefent the eldeft branch of the houfe of Somerfet ; he would inhe- 
rit all the title of that family to the crown; and tho’ its claim, while any legiti- 
mate branch fubfitted of the houfe of Lancafter, had always been much difregard- 
ed, the zeal of faction, after the death of Henry VI. and the murder of prince 
Edward, immediately conferred a weight and confideration upon it. 

Kine Edward IV. finding, that all the Lancaftrians had caft their eyes to- 
wards the young earl of Richmond, as the object of their hopes, thought him 
alfo worthy of his attention ; and purfued him into his retreat in Brittany, whi- 
ther his uncle, the earl of Pembroke, had carried him, after the battle of Teukef- 
bury, fo fatal to his party. He applied to Francis II. duke of Brittany, who 
was his ally, a weak but a good prince; and defired him to deliver up this fugi- 


* Hift. Croyl. cont. p. 568. 
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tive, who might be the fource of future difturbances in England: But the duke, Chap. xxIit 
averfe to fo difhonourable a propofal, would only confent, that, for the a5. 


fecurity’ 1433. 
“ of Edward, the young nobleman fhould be detained in cuftody; and he received 


g an annual penfien from England for the fafe keeping or fubfiftance of his prifo- 
4 ner. But towards the end of Edward’s reion, when the kinedom was menaced 
; with a war both from France and Scotland, the anxieties of the Enelith court 
4 a 4 

4 with regard to Elenry were very much encreated ; and Edward made. a new pro- 
} pofal to the duke, which covered, under the faireft appearances, the moft bloody 


and treacherous intentions. He pretended, that he was defirous of gaining - his 
enemy, and of uniting him to his own. family by a marriage with his d 


auchter 
. Py 7 + oS A 
Elizabeth ; and he follicited to have him fent over to England, 


: for the executing 
a {cheme, which would redound fo much to his advantage. Thefe pretences; 
. | feconded by bribes to Peter Landais, a corrupt minifter, by whom the duke was 
entirely governed, gained credit with the court of Brittany : Henry was deliver- 
ed. into the hands of the Englith agents: He was ready to embark’: When a ful- 
picion of Edward’s real defign was fugeefted ‘to the duke, who recalled his orders, 
; and thus faved the unhappy youth from the imminent danger, -which hung over 
| him. 
x Tuese fymptoms of continued jealoufy in the reigning family of England, 
both feemed to give fome authority to Flenry’s pretenfions, and made ‘him the 
object of general favour and. compafiion, ‘on account of the dangers and perfecu- 
tions to which he was expofed. The univerfal deteftation of Richard’s condu& 
wth turned {till more the attention of the nation towards him; and as all the defcen- 
dants of the houfe of York were either women or minors, he feemed to be the 
only perfon from whom the nation could expect the expulfion of the odious and 
bloody tyrant. But notwithftanding thefe circumftances, which were {o favour- 
able to Henry, Buckingham and the bifhop of Ely well knew, that there would 
ftill lie many obftructions in his way to the throne; and that tho’ the nation had: 
been extremely divided between Henry VI. and the duke of York, when prefent 
pofieffion and hereditary right ftood in oppofition to each other; yet, fo foon as 
thefe titles were conjoined by Edward IV. the bulk of the people had come over 
to the reigning family ; and the Lancaftrians had extremely decayed, both in 
numbers and authority. It was therefore fuggefted by Morton, and readily al- | 
fented to by the duke, that the only means of overturning the prefent ufurpation, : 
was to unite the oppofite factions, by contracting a marriage between the earl of 
Richmond and the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of King Edward, and 
thereby blending together the oppofite pretenfions of their families, which had 
fo long been the fource’ of public diforders and convulfions. They were fenfible, 
Vou. II, 3% that 
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Chap. XXIII. that the people wereextremely defirous of repofe after fo many bloody anddeftructive 


1483. 


October. 


commotions; that both Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, who now lay equally under 


oppreffion, would embrace this fcheme with ardour; and that the profpect of 


reconciling the two parties, which was in itfelf fo defirable an end, would, when 
added to the general hatred of the prefent government, render their caufe abfo- 
lutely invincible. In confequence of thefe views, the prelate, by means of Re- 
ginald Bray, fteward to the countefs of Richmond, opened the firft propofals of 
fuch an union to that lady ; and the fcheme appeared fo advantageous for her fon, 
and, at the fame time, fo likely to fuceeed, that it admitted: not of the leaft he- 
fitation. Dr. Lewis,.a' Welth phyfician, who had accefs to the Queen-dowager 
in her fanétuary, carried the propofals to her; and found, that revenge for the 
murder of her brother and of her three fons, apprehenfions for her remaining 
family, refentment of her confinement and oppreffions, ealily overcame all her 
prejudices againft the honfe of Lancafter, and procured her approbation of a mar- 
riage, to which the age and birth, as well as the prefent fituation, of the two 
parties, feemed fo naturally to. invite them. She fecretly borrowed a fum of 
money in the city; fent it over to the earl of. Richmond, required his oath to: 
fulfil the marriage as foon as he fhould arrive in England, advifed him to levy. 
as. many foreign forces -as poffible, and-promifed to join him, on his firft, ap- 
pearance, with all the friends and: partizans of her family. 


Tue. plan. being thus: laid upon the folid-foundations of good fenfe soit found» 


policy, it was fecretly communicated to. the principal perfons. of both parties in 
all the counties of England ; and a wonderful, alacrity appeared in every order of 
men, to forward its fuccefs and,completion. But it was impoffible, that fo ex- 
tenfive a.confpiracy could be conducted fo, fecretly as entirely to efcape the jealous 
and vigilant eye of Richard, and he foon received intelligence, that his enemies, 
headed by the duke of Sacruniia. were forming fome defign again{t his au- 
thority. He immediately put himfelf in a_pofture. of defence by levying fome 
troops in. the North; and he fummoned the duke to appear at court, in fuch. 
terms as feemed to promife him a renewal of their former friendfhip. But-that 
nobleman, well acquainted with the barbarity and treachery of Richard, replied:only 
by taking arms in Wales, and giving the fignal to his accomplices fora general 
infurrection in all parts of England. But there happened at that very time to 
fall fach heavy rains, fo inceffant and continued, as exceeded. any known in the 
memory of man; and the Severne, with the other rivers. in that, neighbourhood, 
fwelled to a height which rendered them impaflable, and prevented Buckingham 
from marching into the heart of England to.join his affociates. “The Welfhmen,. 


partly moved by fuperftition at this: extraordinary event, partly diftrefled by fa-. 
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mine in their camp, fell of from him; and Buckingham finding himfelf de- Chap. XXItl. 
ferted by his followers, put on a difguife, and took fhelter in the houfe 4° 

of Banifter, an old fervant of his family. But being detected in his retreat, he 

was brought to the King at Salifbury ; and was iniftantly tried, lige and Buckingham 
executed, according to thie fummary method practifed in thofe ages *. The °*u'e* 
other confpirators, who took arms in four different places, at Exeter, <at Salif- 

bury, at Newbury, at Maidftone, hearing of the duke of Buckingham’s misfor- 

tunes, defpaired of fuccefs, and immediately difperfed ‘themfelves, 


Tur marquifs of Dorfet and bifhop of Ely made their efcape beyond fea : 
Many others were equally fortunate.._Several fell into Richard’s hands, of whom 
he made fome examples. His executions feémnot'to have been remarkably fe- 
vere; tho’ we are told of one gentleman, William Colingbourne;, who fuffered 
under colour of this rebellion, but in reality for a diftich of quibblinie’verfes, 
which he had compofed againft Richard and his minifters +. The earl of Rich- 
mond, in concert with his friends, had fet fail from St. Malo’s, Carrying on 
board a body of 5000 men, levied “in foreign parts ; but his fleet being at firft 
drove back by ‘a ftorm, he appeared not on the coaft of England till after the 
difperfion of all his friends ; and he found himfelf obliged to return tothe court 
of Brittany. 


t 


Tuer King, thus triumphant in all places, and ftrengthened by this unfuc- 
cefsful attempt tosdethrone him; sventuredsatdaft to. fummon a parliament; a 
meafure which his crimes and flagrant ufurpation had: made him hitherto de- 
cline. Tho’ it was natural that the parliament, in a conteft of national:parties, 
fhould always adhere to the victor; he feems to have apprehended, left his title, 
founded on no principle, and fupported by no party, might be rejected by that 
aflembly. But his enemies being now at his feet, the parliament had ‘no choice 
but~to recognize his authority, and acknowledge his right to the crown. His 
only fon Edward, then a youth of twelve years of age, was created prince of 
Wales: The duties of tonnage and poundage were granted him for life: And 
Richard, in order to reconcile the nation to his government, pafied fome popu- 
lar laws, particularly one againft the late practice of extorting money on pretence 
of benevolences. 


* Hitt. Croyl. cont. p. 568. 
+ The lines were: 
The Rat, the Cat, and Lovel that Dog, > 
Rule all England under the Hog. 
Alluding to the names of Ratcliffe and ‘Catelby ; - and to Richard’s arms, which were a boar. 


3K 2 ALL 








Chap. XXIII, 


1484. 


‘ 


A 


436 HISTORY ofr EENGL AWN DBD, 


Au the other meafures of the I King tended to. the fame objet. Senfible, thas 
the only circumftance which could give him-fecurity, was. to gain the confidence 
of the Yorkifts, he paid court to the Queen-cowager with fuch art and addrefs, 
made fuch earneft proteftations of his fincere good- will and friendfhip, that this 
princefs, tired of confinement, and. defpairing of any fuccefs from her former. 


projects, ventured. to leave her fanctuary, and to put herfelf and her daughters. 


into the hands of the tyrant. But he foon.catried. farther his views for the efta- 


bhifhment of his.throne.. -He had married Anne, the fecond daughter of the earl. 


of Warwic, and widow of Edward prince of Wales, whom Richard himfelf had 


murdered ; but this princefs having born him but one fon, who died about this. 


time, he confidereéd her @s an invincible obftacle to the fettlement of his 
fortune, and he was believed to, have carried her off by poifon;. a crime for 


which, the, public could not be fuppofed to have any very folid proof, but which. 


the ufual tenor of his conduc made it reafonable to fufpect. He now thought it 
in his power to remove the chief perils which threatened his government. The 
earl of Richmond, he-kaew, could never be dangerous but. from his projected 
marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, the true heir of. the.crown.; and he there= 
fore intended,, by, means of a papal.difpenfation, to efpoufe himfelf. this princefs,. 
and thus to unite in his own family their contending titles. The Queen- dowagers. 


eager to recover her loft authority, neither fcrupled this alliance, which was very. 


wateal s in England, and was regarded as,inceftuous.; nor felt. -any horror at-mar- 
rying her daughterto the murderer of her three fons.and of her brother: She 
even.conjoined fo far her interefts with thofe of the ufurper, that fhe wrote to all 


her partizans, and among the reft, to-her fon the marquils of Dorfet, defiring: 


them to withdraw from the earl of Richmond; an injury which: the ear! could 
never afterwards forgive: The court-of Rome was applied to for a difpenfation: 


Richard thought, that he could eafily defend himfelf during the interval, till ite 


arrived ;.and he had afterwards.the agreeable profpect of a full and fecure fettle- 
ment. Fle flattered himfelf, that the Englith nation, feeing all danger removed 
of a difputed fucceffion, would then acquiefce under the dominion of a prince,. 
who was of mature years, of great abilities, and of a genius qualified for govern-. 
ment;- and that they would feaiive him all the crimes-which he had committed: 
in paving his way to the throne. 


But the crimes of Richard were fo horrid ard fo thocking to humanity, that: 


the natural fentiments of:men, without any political or public views, were fuffis 
cient to render his government unftable ; and eyery perfén.of probity and honour 
wag earneft to prevent the fceptre from being farther polluted by that bloody and 


treacherous hand which held.it.. All the exiles flocked to the:earl.of Richmond. 
in 
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in Brittany, and exhorted him to hatter his attempt of a new invafion, and to-Chap. XXTIE 


prevent the marriage of the princess Elizabeth, which muft prove fo fatal to all 
his hopes, The earl, fenfible of the urgent neceflity, but dreading the treachery 
of Peter Landais, who had entered into a:negotiation with Richard for delivering 
him up, was obliged to attend only to his prefent fafety ; and: he made his efcape 
to the court of France. The minifters of Charles VII. who had: now fucceeded 
to the throne after the death of his father Lewis; gave him countenance and pro- 
tection ; and being defirous of raifng difturbances to Richard, they fecretly en- 
couraged the earl in the levies which he made for the fupport of his enterprize 
againft England, ‘The earl. ofsOxfordyewhom Richard’s fufpicions had throw: 
into;confinement, having made hisefcape, here joine@Henry ; and enflamed his 
ardour for the attempt, by the favourable accounts which he brought of the dif- 


politions of the Englifh nation, and their univerfal hatred of Richard’s crimes. 


and ufurpation, 


4 


1484, 


Tue earl of Richmond fet out from Harfleur’ in Normandy with a retinue of Qs 

, : . p ; T4595; 
about 2000 perfons; and after a nzvigation of fix days, he arrived at Milford- Invafion by: 
Flaven in Wales, where he landed without oppofition. He directed his courfe @°,°"! ° 


: i Richmond. 
to that part of.the kingdom, in hopesthat the Welth, who regarded-him as their. 7th of Aug:. 
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countryman, and who had been. already prepoffeffed in favour of his-caufe by 
means of the duke of Buckingham, would join his ftandard, and enable him to 
make head againft the eftablithed government. ° Richardgewho knew not in what 
quarter he might expect the invader, had taken poft at Nottingham, in the 


centre of the kingdom ; and having given commiffions to different perfons in the- 


feveral counties, whom he empowered to oppofe his enemy, he propofed in per- 
fon to fly, on the firft alarm, to the place which was expofed to danger, Sir 


Rice ap Thomas and Sir Walter Herbert were entrufted with this authority in. 


Wales; but the former immediatey deferted to Henry ; the fecond made but 


feeble oppofition to him: And the earl, advancing towards Shrewfbury, received. 


every day fome reinforcement from his partizans. Sir Gilbert. Talbot joined him. 
with all the vaffals and retainers of tie family of Shrewfbury: Sir Thomas Bour- 
chier, Sir Walter Hungerford, brought their friends to. fhare his. fortune; and 


the appearance of men of diftinéticn in his camp made already the caufe wear a: 


favourable af pect. 


Bur the danger to which Richard was chiefly expofed,. proceeded not-fo much. 
from the zeal of his open enemies, as from the infidelity.of his pretended friends.. 
Scarce any nobleman of diftinétion was fincerely attached to his cawfe, except the- 
duke of Norfolk ; and all thofe wh feigned the moft- loyalty. were only. watching 
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an opportunity to betray and defert him, But the perfons of whom he enter- 
tained the greateft fufpicion, were the lord Stanley and his brother Sir William ; 
whofe connexions with the earl of Richmond, notwithftanding their profeffions 
of attachment to his perfon, were never entirely forgot or overlooked by him. 
When he empowered lord Stanley to levy forces, he ftill retained his eldeft fon, 
lord Strange, as a pledge of his fidelity ; and that nobleman was, on this ac- 
count, obliged to employ great precaution and referve in his proceedings. ~ He 
raifed a powerful body of his friends and retainers in Chefhire and Lancafhire, 
but without openly declaring himfelf: And tho’ Henry had received fecret af- 
f{urances of his friendly intention, the armies on both fides knew not what to in- 
fer from his equivocal behaviour. The two rivals, at laft, approached each 
other, at Bofworth near Leicefter; Henry at the head of fix thoufand men, 
Richard with an army of above double the number; and a decifive action was 
every hour looked for between them. Stanley, who commanded about feven 
thoufand men, took care to poft himfelf at Atherftone, not far from the expected 
field of battle ; and he made fuch a difpofition as enabled him on occafion to join 
either party. Richard had too much fagacity not to difcover his intentions from 
thefe movements; but he. kept the fecret from his own men for fear of difcou- 
raging them: He took not immediate revenge on Stanley’s fon, as fome of his 
courtiers advifed him ; becaufe he hoped that fo valuable a pledge would induce 
the father to prolong ftill farther his ambiguous conduct: And he haftened to 
decide by arms the quarrel with his competitor; being certain, that’a victory 
over the ear] of Richmond would enable him to take ample revenge of all his ene- 
mies, open and concealed. , 


Tue van of Richmond’s army, confifting of archers, was commanded by John 
earl of Oxford: Sir Gilbert Talbot led the right wing; Sir John Savage the 
left: The earl himfelf, accompanied by his uncle, the ear] of Pembroke, placed 
himfelf in the main body. Richard alfo took poft in 4s main body, and en- 
trufted the command of his van to the duke of Norfolk:. As his wings were 
never engaged, we have not learned the names of the feveral;commanders. Soon 
after the battle began, lord Stanley, whofe conduct in this whole affair difcovers 
great precaution and abilities, appeared in the field, and declared for the earl of 
Richmond, This meafure, which was fo unexpected to the men, tho’ not to 
their leaders, had a proportional effect on both armies: It infpired unufual cou- 
rage into Henry’s foldiers ; it threw Richard’s into difmay ard confufion. The 
Intrepid tyrant, fenfible of his defperate fituation, caft his eye around the field, 
and perceiving his rival at no‘ great diftance, he drove againft him with fury, in 
hopes, that either Henry’s death or his own would foon decide the victory be- 
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tween them. He killed with his own hands Sir William Brandon, ftandard- Chap. XXIIE, 


bearer to the earl: He difmounted Sir John Cheyney : He was now within reach 


of Richmond himfelf, who declined not the combat ; when Sir William Stanley, 


breaking in with his troops, furrounded Richard, who, fighting bravely to the 
laft moment, was overwhelmed by the numbers of his enemies, and perithed by 
a fate too mild and honourable for his multiplied and deteftable enormities. His 
men every where fought for fafety by flight. 

Tuere fell in this battle about 4000 men on the fide of the vanquifhed ; and 
among thefe the duke of Norfolk, the lord Ferrars of Chartley, Sir Richard 
Ratcliffe, Sir Robert.PiercyssandeSireRobert.Brakenbury. The lofs was very 
inconfiderable on the fide of the victors. Sir Williattm-Gatefby, a great inftru- 
ment of Richard’s crimes, was taken, and foon after beheaded, withfome others, 
at Leicefter. The body of Richard was found in the field, covered with dead 
enemies, and all befmeared with blood: It was thrown carelefsly acrofs a horfe . 
was carried to Leicefter amid the fhouts of the infulting fpectators ; and was in- 
terred in the Gray-Friars church of that place. 


1485. 


Death 


Tue hiftorians who favour Richard (for even he has met with partizans and ‘character 


among the later writers) maintain, that he was well qualified for govern- 
ment, had he legally obtained it; and.that he committed no crimes but fuch 
as were neceffary to procure him poffeffion of the crown: But this is a very poor 
apology, when it is confefied,..that.he was ready to commit the moft horrid 
crimes; which appeared’ necéflary for that purpofe ; and it-is:.certain, that all his 
courage and capacity, qualities in which he really feems not to have been defi- 
cient, would never have made compenfation to the people for the danger of the 
precedent, and for the contagious example of vice and murder, exalted upon the 
throne. This prince was of a fmall f{tature, hump-backed, and had a very harfh 
difagreeable vifage ; fo that his body: was in every particular no lefs deformed 


than his mind. 


* * oe # ‘.....5 % a 
Tuus have we purfued the Hiftory of England thro’ a feries of many barba- 
rous ages ; till we have at laft reached the dawnings of civility and fcience, and 
have the profpect, both of greater certainty in our hiftorical narrations, and of: 
being able to prefent to the reader a fpectacle more worthy. of his attention, ~The 
want of certainty, however, and of circumftances, is not alike to be complained 
of throughout every period of this long narration. This ifland poffefies many 


antient hiftorians of good credit, as well as many hiftorical monuments ; and it is 
rare, 


of Richard III, 
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Chap. XXIMU. gare, that the annals of fo uncultivated a people, as were the Englifh as well as 4 
the other European nations, after the decline of Roman learning, have been | 
tranfmitted to pofterity fo compleat, and wth fo little mixture of falfehood and i, 
of fable. . This advantage we owe entirely to the clergy of the church of Rome; ae) 
who, founding their authority on their fuperior knowledge, preferved the pre- | 
cious literature of antiquity from a total extmction.* , and_under fhelter of. their Ae 
numerous privileges and immunities, acquired a fecurity, by meansiof the fuper- pti . 
ftition, which they would in vain have clained, from the juftice and humanity, a 
of thofe turbulent and licentious ages.. Nor is the f{pectacle altogether unenter- ait 
taining and uninftrudtive, whieh the hiftory of thofe times prefents te us. The | i 
view of human manners and actions, in alltheir variety of appearances, is both 3 He 
profitable and agreeable ; and if the afpect in fome periods feems horrid and de- 
formed, we may thence learn to cherifh with the greater anxiety that {cience and ; 


civility which has fo clofe a connexion with virtue and humanity, and which, as t 
it is a fovereign antidote againft fuperftition, is alfo the moft effectual remedy , 
again{t vice and diforders of every kind. 

Tue rife, progrefs, perfection, and decline of art and fcience, are curious ob- 
jets of contemplation, and intimately connected with a narration of civil tranf- 
‘aGtions. The events of no particular perioc can be fully accounted for, but by 
confidering the degrees of advancement, which men have reached in thofe parti- 


culars. singh 5D Paige 7 
Tuose who caft their.eye.on the general revolutions of fociety, will find, that, 

as all the improvements of the human mindhad reached nearly to their ftate of 2 

perfection about the age of Auguftus, there was a fenfible decline from that point 

er period; and men thenceforth relapfed gradually into ignorance and barbarifm, 

The unlimited extent of the Roman empirc, and the confequent defpotifm of 

the monarchs, extinguifhed all emulation, debafed the generous {pirits of men, 


* -Every one that has perufed the antient Monkifh writers, knows, that, however barbarous their 
own ftyle, they are full of allufions to the Latin claffic, efpecially the poets. There feems alfo in 
Ahofe middle ages to have remained many antient book:, that are now lof. Malmefbury, who flou- 
rifhed in the reign of Henry I. and K. Stephen, quotes Uivy’s defcription of Czfar’s paflage over the 
Rubicon. _ Fitz-Stephen, who lived in the reign of Hey II. alludes to a paflage in the larger hiftory 
of Salluft. Jn the collection of letters, which paffes und:r the name of Thomas a Becket, we fee how 
familiar all the antient hiftory and anticnt books wert to the more ingenious and more dignified 
churchmen of that time, ang confequently how much that order of men muft have furpaffed all the 
other members of the fociety. That prelate and bis fiends call each other philofophers in all the 

__courfe of their correfpondence, and confider with reafon she reft of the world as funk into total igno- 


xance and barbarifm. By the prefent diffufion of learniag, even thofe who are illiterate receive {9 ft 
such improvement as to be more on a level with men ofknowledge and learning. 
6 and 
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4 and depreffed that noble flame, 5y which all the refined arts muft be cherithed Chap, XXIII. 
, and enlivened. The military government, which foon fucceeded, rendered even 
" the lives and properties of-men infecure’ and precarious; and proved deftructive 


to thofe vulgar and more necefliry arts of agriculture, manufaétures, and com- 
merce ; and in the end, to the military art, and genius itfelf, by which alone the 
immenfe fabric of the empire cauld be fupported. The irruption of the barba- 
rous nations, which foon followed, overwhelmed all human knowledge, which 
was already far in its decline ; and men funk every age deeper into ignorance, flu- 
pidity, and fuperiftition; till the light of antient fcience and hiftory, had very 
nearly fuffered a total extinctionamealletheduropean nations. 

But there 1s an ultimate pant of depreffion, as wélb as. of exaltation, from 
which human affairs naturally return in a contrary progrefs, and beyond which 
they feldom pafs either in theiradvancement or decline. The period, in which 
the people of Chriftendom were the loweft funk in ignorance, and confequently 
in diforders of every kind, may juftly be fixed at the eleventh century, about the 
age of William the Conqueror; and from that Era, the fun of fcience, begin. 
ning to re-afcend, threw out many gleams of light, which preceded the full morn- 
ing, when letters were revived inthe fifteenth century. The Danes and other northern 
people, who had fo long infefted all the coafts, and even the inland parts of Eu- 
rope, by their depredations, having now learned the arts of tillage and agriculture, 
found a fettled fubfiftance at-home,..and were no longer tempted to defert their 
induftry,°in order to feek a precarious livelihood by rapine and by the plunder of 

their neighbours. © The feudal zovernments alfo, among the more fouthern na- 
tions, were reduced to a kindof fyftem; and tho’ that ftrange fpecies of civil 
polity was ill fitted to enfure erher liberty or tranquility, it was preferable to the 
univerfal licence and diforder, which had every where preceded it. _ But perhaps 
there was no event, which tend:d farther to the improvement of the age, than 
one, which has not been much remarked, the accidental finding a copy of Jufti- 
nian’s Pandects, about the year 1130, in the town of Amalfi in Italy. 


Tue ecclefiaftics, who had lezure, and fome inclination to ftudy, immediately 
adopted with zeal this excellent tyftem of jurifprudence, and fpread the knowledge 
of it in every part of Europe. Befides the intrinfic merit of the performance, it 
was recommended to them br its original connexion with the imperial city of © 
Rome, which, being the feat of their religion, feemed to acquire a new luftre and 
authority, by the diffufion of its laws over the weftern world. In lefs than ten 
years after the difcovery of the Pandeéts, Vacarius, under the protection of Theo- 
bald, archbifhop of Canterbury, read public lectures of civil law in the univerfity 


of Oxford ; and the clergy evey where, by their example as well as exhortation, 
Vou. Ik age ES were 
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Chap. XXIII. were the means of {preading the higheft efteem for this new fcience. That order ,. 
of men, having large pofleffions to defend, were in a manner neceffitated to turn ia 
their ftudies towards the law ; and their properties being often endangered by the “ sf 
violence of the princes and barons, it became their intéreft to enforce the obferv- | 4 


ance of general and equitable rules, from which alone they could receive protec- 
tion. As they poffefled all the knowledge of the age, and were alone acquainted fet 
with the habits of thinking, the practice as well as fcience of the law, fell moftly Be 
into their hands: And tho’ the clofe connexion, which without any neceffity they ae 
formed between the canon and civil law, begot a jealoufy in the laity of England, 
and prevented the Roman jurifprudence from becoming the municipal law of the 
country, as was the cafe in many ftates of Europe, a great part of it was fecretly 
transferred into the practice of the courts of juftice, and the imitation of their 
neighbours, made the Englifh gradually endeavour to raife their own law from its 
original fate of rudenefs and imperfection. 


Ir is eafy to fee what advantages Europe mutt have reaped by its inheriting at 
once from the antients, fo complete an art, which was.of itfelf fo neceffary for 
giving fecurity to all other arts, and which, by refining, and ftill more, by be- 
{towing folidity on the judgment; ferved as a model to farther improvementss 
The fenfible utility of the Roman law both to public and private intereft recom- 
mended. the ftudy of it, at a time when the more exalted and fpeculative fciences 
carried no charms with them.and thus the laft branch of antient literature, which 
remained uneorrupted, was happily the firft tranfmitted to the modern world, 
For it is remarkable, that in the decline of Roman learning, when the’ philofo- 
phers were univerfally infected with fuperftition and fophiftry, and the poets and 
hiftorians with barbarifm, the lawyers, who in other countries are feldom models 
of fcience or politenefs, were yet able, by the conftant ftudy and clofe imitation 

z of their predeceffors, to maintain the fame good fenfe in their decifions and rea- 
fonings, and the fame purity in their latices and exprefiion. 
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Wuar beftowed an additional merit on the civil law, was the extreme igno- 
tance and imperfection of that jurifprudence, which preceded it among all the 
European nations, efpecially among the Saxons or antient Englifh. What abfur- 2 
dities prevailed at that time in the adminiftration of jathioe, may be conceived o 
from the authentic monuments which remain of the antient Saxon laws; where a 
pecuniary commutation was received for every crime, where ftated prices were 
fixed for men’s lives and members, where private revenges were authorized for 
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all injuries, where the ufe of the ordeal, corfnet, and sieecwaccs of the duel, was / 4 
the received method of proof, and where the judges were ruftic freeholders, af- | q 
fembled of a fudden, and deciding a caufe from. one debate or altercation of the s 
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bt parties. Such a ftate of fociety was very little advanced beyond the rude ftate of Chap. XXIf. 
ie nature: Violence univerfally prevailed, inftead of general and equitable maxims: 

The pretended liberty of the times, was only an incapacity of fubmitting to go- 
vernment : And men, not protected by law in their lives and properties, fought 

fhelter, by their perfonal fervility and attachments, under fome powerful chieftain, 

or by voluntary combinations, 


*s Tue gradual progrefs of improvement, raifed the Europeans fomewhat from 
E this uncultivated ftate ; and affairs, in this ifland particularly, took very early a 
; turn, which was more favourable to juftice and to liberty. Civil employments 
‘ and occupations foon.becameshonourableamong the Enelifh: The fituation of 
: that people rendered not the perpetual attention to wars fo heceiiary as among theit 
neighbours, and all regard was not confined to the military profeffiom,. The cen 
| try, and even the nobility, began to deem an acquaintance with the law, a requi- 
fite part of education: They were lefs diverted than afterwards from {tudies of 
this kind by other fciences ; and in the age of Henry VI. we are told by Fortef- 
cue, there were in the Inns of Court about two thoufand ftudents, moft of them 
men of honourable birth, who gave application to this branch of civil know- 
f ledge, A circumftance which proves, that a confiderable advance was already 
i made in the fcience of government, and which prognofticated ftill a greater. 


One chief advantage, which refulted from the introduction and progrefs of 
the arts, was the. introduction and progrefs of freedom ; and this confequence af- 
fected men both in their perfonal and civil capacities. 


part of the fociety were every where bereaved of their perfonal liberty, and lived 
entirely at the will of their mafters.- Every one, that was not noble, was a flave: 
The peafants were fold along with the land: The few inhabitants of cities were 
oa riot in a better condition: Even the gentry themfelves were fubje€ted to a long 
| train of fubordination under the greater barons or chief vafials of the crown; who, 
: 
: 
. 


| Ir we confider the antient {tate of Europe, we fhall find, that the far greater 
b 


tho’ feemingly placed in a high ftate of fplendor, yet, having but a flender pro- 
teAlion from the law, were expofed to every tempeft of ftate, and by the preca- 
rious condition, in which they lived, paid dearly for the power of oppreffing and 
tyrannizing over their inferiors. The firft incident, which broke in upon this 
violent fyftem of government, was the practice, begun in se of erecting 
communities and corporations, enc dowed with privileges and a feparate municipal 
eovernment, which gave them protection againft the tyranny of the barons, and 
2 re ee which 
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which the prince himfelf deemed it prudent to refpect *. The relaxation of the 


feudal tenures, and an execution, fomewhat {ftricter, of the public law, beftow- 
ed an independance on vafials, which was unknown to their forefathers. And 
even the peafants themfelves, tho? later than other orders of the ftate, made their 


efcape from thofe bonds of villenage or flavery, in which they had formerly been 


retained. 


Ir may appear ftrange, that the progrefs of the arts, which feems, among the 
Greeks and Romans, to have daily encreafed the number of flaves, fhould,. in 
later times, have proved fo general a fource of liberty ; but this difference of the 
events proceeded from a great difference in the circumftances, .which attended 
thofe inftitutions. Fhe antient barons, being obliged to maintain themfelves con- 
tinually ina military pofture, and little emulous of elegance or {plendor, employ- 
ed not their villains as domeftic fervants, much lef as manufacturers, but com- 
pofed their retinue of free-men, whofe military fpirit rendered the chieftain for- 
midable to his neighbours, and who were read 
enterprize. The villains were occupied entirely in the cultivation of their maf- 
ter’s land, and paid their rents either in corn and cattle and other produce of the 
farm, or in fervile offices, which they performed about the baron’s family, and 
upon the farms which he retained in his own poffeffion. In proportion as agri- 
culture improved, and money encreafed, it was found, that thefe fervices, tho? 
extremely burthenfome to the villain, .were-oflitele advantage to the matter ; and 
that the produce of’a large eftate coul 


y to attend him in every warlike 


d be much more conveniently difpofed of 
by the peafant himfelf, who raifed it, than by the landlord or his bailiff, who 


were formerly accuftomed +o receive it. A commutation was therefore made of 
rents for fervices, and of money rents for thofe in kind; and as men, ina fub- 
fequent age, difcovered, that farms were better cultivated where the farmer en- 
joyed a fecurity of poffeffion, the practice of granting leafes to the peafant began 
to prevail, which entirely broke the bonds of fervitude, already much relaxed 
from the former praétices. Thus villenage went gradually into difufe through- 
out the more civilized parts of Europe: The intereft of the mafter, as well as 
that of the flave, concurred in this alteration. The lateft laws which we find in 


* There appear early fymptoms of the jealoufy, entertained by the barons againft the progrefs of 


the arts, as deftru@tive of their licentious power.” A law was enacted, 7 Henry IV. cap. 17. prohi- 
biting any one who did not poffefs twenty fhillings a year in land from bindin 


g his fons apprentices to 
any trade. They found alread 


y that the cities began to drain the country of the labourers and hufband- 
men; and did not forefee how much the encreafe of commerce would increafe the value of their eftates. 
See farther, Cotton, p. 179. The Kings, to encourage the boroughs, granted them this privilege, 


that any villain, who had lived a twelvemonth in any corporation and had been of the gild, fhould be 
thenceforth regarded as free. 
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England for the enforcing or regulating this fpecies of fervitude, were enacted in Chap. XXIII. 


the reign of Henry VII. And tho’ the antient ftatutes on this fubject remain ftill 
unrepealed by parliament, it appears, that, before the reign of Elizabeth, the 
diftinétion of villain and freeman was totally, tho’ infenfibly abolifhed, and that 
no perfon remained in the ftate, to whom the former laws could be applied. 


Tus perfonal freedom became almoft general in Europe ; an advantage which 
paved the way for the encreafe of political or civil liberty, and which, even where 
it was not attended with this falutary effect, ferved to give the members of the 
community fome of the moft confiderable advantages of it. 

Tue conftitution of the Englifh government, ever fince the invafion of this 
ifland by the Saxons, may boaft of this pre-emineficesthat in no age the will of 
the monarch was ever entirely abfolute and uncontrouled : But im other refpects 
the ballance of power has extremely fhifted among the feveral orders of the ftate , 
and this fabric has experienced the fame mutability, which has attended all hu- 
man inftitutions. 

Tir antient Saxons, like the other German nations, where each individual 
was enured to arms, and whefe the independance of men was fecured by a great 
equality of poffeffions, feem to have admitted a confiderable mixture of democracy 
‘nto their form of government, and to have been one of the freeft nations, of 
which there remains any account in the records of hiftory. After this tribe was 

fettled in England, efpecially after the diffolution of the Heptarchy, the great 
extent.of the kingdom produced a great inequality in property ; and the ballance 
feems to have inclined to the fide of the Ariftocracy. The Norman conqueft 
threw more authority into the hands of the fovereign, which, however, admitted 
of great controul; tho’ derived lefs from the general forms of the conftitution, which 
were inaccurate and irregular, than from the independant power enjoyed by each 
baron in his particular diftrict or province. The eftablifhment of the great char- 
ter exalted ftill higher the Ariftocracy, impofed regular limits on royal power, 
and gradually introduced fome mixture of Democracy into the conftitution. But 
even during this period, from the acceftion of Edward I. to the death of Richard 
Ill. the condition of the commons was no-wife defirable; a kind of Polifh Ari- 

ftocracy prevailed and tho’ the Kings were limited, the people were as yet far 

from being free. It required the authority almoft abfolute of the fovereigns, 
‘which took place in the fubfequent period, to pull down thefe diforderly and Ii- 
centious tyrants, who were equal enemies to peace and to freedom, and to eftab- 
jth that regular execution of the laws, which, in a following age, enabled the 
people to erect a regular and equitable plan of liberty. - 
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446 HISTORY of ENGLAND. i 
Chap XXII. Iw each of thefe fucceffive alterations, the oaly rule of government, which is 3 2 
intelligible or carries any authority with it, is the eftablithed practice of the age, ne 


and the maxims of adminiftration, which are at that time prevalent, and uni- oF 
verlally affented to. Thofe who, from a pretended ref{pect to antiquity, appeal eer | 
at every turn to an original plan of the conftiution, only cover’ their turbulent : ae 
Spirit and their private ambition under the aprearance of venerable forms; and i 
whatever period they pitch on for their model, they may ftill be carried back to sir 
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a more antient period, where they will find th: meafures of power entirely dif. o. 
ferent, and where every circumftance,. by reafon of the greater barbarity of the | ie 
times, will appear ftill lefs worthy of imitation. -Above all, a civilized nation, 14 
like the Englith, whohaveWappily eftablithed the mot perfect and moft accurate ar 
fyftem of libereys*that ever was found compaible with government, ought to 4 
‘be cautious of appealing to the practice of their anceftors, or regarding the max- " 


ims of uncultivated ages as certa 
tance with the hiftory of the rem 
inftructing them to cherith their 
with the condition of thofe 
them the remote, 


in rules for ther prefent condu@. An acquain- 4 
ote periods of tleir government is chiefly u/eful by ind age 
prefent conftitucion from a comparifon or contraft 
diftant times. And it is alfo curicus, by fhowing 
and commonly faint and disfigured Originals of the moft finifh- 
ed and moft noble inftitutions, and by inftruétng them in the great mixture of 
accident which commonly concurs with a fmallingredient of wifdom and fore- 
fight, in erecting the complicated fabric of the moft. perfect government. 
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P, 29. 1. 22, read exorbitant authority. P. 32. 1. 4. from the bottom, dele #. P. 44.1.8. 
from the bottom, read yielded him/felf prifiner. P. 6s. 1. 4. read monarch. P. L179. beds, 


ss: read the eldeft fon. P. 128. 1. 10. read completion of the marriage. P. 132. 1. 10. from the 
a bottom, read had retired. P. 168. 1. 10. from the bottom, read period of their biftory. ie 


ey P.177. 1, ult. read tumultuary, P, 217. 1. 15. read independant of. P.220. 1, 20, read 
jrom it. P, 225 dogeedele 7, 
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